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Speaking Truth in Community
By Jacob Rutledge
             “If it’s on the internet, it’s got to be true!” We say this at times in jest, as we all recognize 
that many things on the internet aren’t true. The internet is full of deceptions, and if you aren’t  
careful, you can easily fall prey to such. You can’t even take a “Trust but verify” position, as  
certain stories may appear legitimately validated, only to discover later they were based on false 
information. I tend to take a “Distrust and wait to see” mentality when it comes to breaking stories/
supposed facts (particularly if they are salacious). 
 With so many falsehoods in our world, Christians need a place of truth; a community on 
which they can depend to speak with clarity about issues that matter. Of course, this place should 
be the church. As God’s people we are to love the truth (2 Thess. 2:10) and speak it to each 
other (Eph. 4:25). We should expect honest, sincere, and loving dialogue among God’s people. 
This doesn’t mean that we won’t disagree with each other, yet it does mean that we be a people 
committed to discovering the truth and seeing the world from a Biblical perspective. If truth is our 
primary objective, then we can find ways to unite around our shared pursuit. What does this look 
like in the local congregation? 
 Honest Environment. The truth isn’t afraid of honest inquiry. If we are a people commit-
ted to truth, then we shouldn’t be afraid of questions. While we never want to find ourselves in a 
never-ending cycle of questioning (2 Tim. 3:7), we also don’t want to stifle investigation. In an 
age where people can quickly pull out their phone and ask Google, the church must be a place 
that allows for inquiry without inquisition or suspicion. Again, if our primary objective is truth, and 
not simply the defending of tradition, then we need not fear the possibility of change. We must 
preserve the truth, but sometimes questioning is the only tool that opens our minds to evaluating 
whether our practices are sacred or preference. In our present society, we must find confidence 
and humility in holding our positions without immediately holding a brother/sister in suspicion simply 
because they are seeking answers. 
 Honest Relationships. Communities committed to truth seek to resolve conflict as quickly as 
possible. Following the teaching of Jesus, they desire to seek reconciliation even at the expense 
of worship (Matt. 5:23-24). This means that, if we sin against/hurt each other, we should engage in 
honest, humble dialogue instead of sweeping it under the rug. The church is a family saved by the 
grace of God, so we should never fear saying such things as, “I’m sorry” or “I was wrong.” There 
should be no situations where we hold a brother/sister in hostage as we give them the cold shoul-
der at worship. Be honest, be humble, apologize if possible, and find a way to unite in the love of 
the Lord. 
 Honest Struggles. Again, if we are saved by grace (and I hope we all confess this) then 
we should be willing to say, “I am hurting and I need help.” In the past, we have left open the end 
of the sermon as a time for people to come forward and ask for help; in our privatized culture, we 
also recognize people are hesitant to be so public in their admission. So why not text each other? 
Confess your need for help in our Facebook Group (“God’s Family” if you aren’t a part of that yet). 
Reach out to one of our elders privately and ask for their wisdom and counsel. If you’re hurting, 
there is no need to act like you aren’t. We may not always know what to say, or how to handle it, 
but we can be there for each other. To say, “I love you and am here for you.” 
                                                                                                            Article continues on page 3

      ty of truth?



A.M. •  Anger and Its Painful Companions  
P. M.  •  Psalm Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119:41-48)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 122

Contribution $5,612

Sunday AM 115

Announcements

 As we consider these practical ways to implement  
   honesty within the local congregation, we recognize 
    it isn’t only Christians who need a place like this—the  
     entire world does! The question is, are we willing to 
     step outside of our comfort zone and make it  
     happen? Are we willing to be vulnerable, to trust 
    each other with our emotions, our reputations, and 
    our fears so that we can move forward as a  
   community of truth?

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• A Diapers and Wipes Shower is underway for baby Rutledge. Please bring your diapers 
(Pampers preferred) and wipes (any kind) and put them on the designated table in the foyer 
from now through February 7.

• Good Samaritans will meet this coming Thursday, February 4 at 9:30am in Room 101. 
 
• Fun Friday Craft Day is this Friday, Febraury 5 at the church building in Room 101.   Bring 
any craft or sewing project that you want to work on and join us.  This is a come and go 
event. The building will open at 8:30am and the last one to leave locks up. 

                                               • The food pantry appreciates your donations.  There is an 
                                                    updated list of immediate needs under files in the Lightpost 
                                                         app and posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 
                                                                     • February birthday list is on page 4.
                                                                      

Continuation of article from page 2 
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•  Greg Lasley, a former co-worker of Tracy 
Frisinger, needs prayers as he was diagnosed with 
pulmonary fibrosis.
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday,February 3rd
Song Leader Micah Moore

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Mark and  
Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Eric Holloway, Dennis 
Joiner, Sandra Johnson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, John 
Moore, Sarah Pogue, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, 
Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty 
White, Katherine Wright  

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Jim Crouch, Alice 
Garceau, Lenora Garza, Roxie Gray, Brenda Hollo-
way, Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Greg 
Lasley, Tom Lear, Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Barbara 
Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley,  Ray 
and Barbara Valle, Glynn Williams

February Birthdays
Adeline Stoots ••• February 17 
Katy Wright ••• February 17
Regina Sanchez ••• February 18
Silas Hyde ••• February 20
Kayla Kinser ••• February 21
Sam Speir ••• February 21
Lincoln Rutledge ••• February 22
Elizabeth Banks ••• February 23
Tracy Frisinger ••• February 23
Valorie Crumley ••• February 26

 Kathy Boydston ••• February 2
Sam Belyea ••• February 5
Bella Hyde ••• February 7
Denny Williamson ••• February 7
Clayton Wilks ••• February 8
Sarah Banks ••• February 9
Tom Pawelka ••• February 9
Nick Bassett ••• February 10
Alec Westover ••• February 12
Jessica Estrada ••• February 14
Barbara Smith ••• February 16

Prayer Update
Please continue to pray for Jesse Hyde.  Jesse is undergoing chemo treatments for Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma for 4 months.  He finished a series of treatments this week.    For those who would like 
to send cards of encouragement, the address for his parents, Clint and Kasey can be found on 
the bulletin board in the foyer or in Files on the Lightpost app.


