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Watch What You Say
By Jacob Rutledge
     
      In last week’s article, we stressed the importance of the church, in following the example of Je-
sus, speaking the truth without compromise. In a post-truth, world which expects anyone with an iota 
of conviction to pander and apologize for having principles, we must continue to remind ourselves 
of the importance of such. If the truth offends the emotions or weak sensibilities of someone, caus-
ing them to reject the word of God, then this is a sign of their condemnation (Matt. 15:13). 

      At the same time, we need to offer a word of caution: emphasizing the importance of speaking 
the truth without fearing offense isn’t the same as encouraging us to seek ways to be offensive. 
That is, we are encouraged to speak the truth—not seeking to be brash, rude, or caustic—which at 
times will result in people being offended. To transpose these two would bring irreparable harm on 
the reputation of the church and the cause of truth. Some have gone out into the world publicly 
declaring the most difficult church doctrines in a manner and style that is so off-putting people 
can’t help but be offended—and these “prophets” wear it as a badge of honor! Yet it often isn’t 
the message that is pushing the multitudes away but the messenger. 

      In all things we must seek balance. Paul told the Colossians to be wise in how they conduct-
ed themselves before unbelievers, specifically referencing their speech (Col. 4:5-6). Our speech 
should be “with grace”; that is, in our words we offer to others—even our enemies—what they don’t 
deserve: respect, deference, and understanding. When he wrote to Timothy, Paul informed him that, 
while at times he must rebuke the church (2 Tim. 4:2), he was to be gentle whenever correcting his 
opponents (2 Tim. 2:25). If at all possible, we are to get along with others (Rom. 12:18) seeking to 
avoid offense when possible (1 Cor. 10:32). We are to seek what is viewed as honorable in the 
sight of God first, but also of men (2 Cor. 8:21). In none of these admonitions should we see an 
encouragement to compromise the truth or remain silent when we should speak up; what we do see 
is the exhortation to pursue a godly wisdom in this present world (Matt. 10:16). 

      This means that there is a time to speak up, and there is a time to remain silent; there is a time to 
debate, and a time to refrain from debating. Jesus didn’t always engage with his antagonist, and 
neither should we feel such a weight. Yet, we also must be on guard and recognize that the natural 
tendency of the fallen man is to choose cowardice when courage is demanded. As we come to 
know the mind and heart of Jesus, the Spirit of God dwelling within us, we will gain the proper under-
standing as to when and how to speak. 

      When James spoke of taming the tongue, he made a bold statement: “If anyone thinks he is 
religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless” 
(Jam. 1:26). Disciplining our speech in order to channel it for graceful purposes is the great difficul-
ty of all saints. So, let us seek to speak the truth with humility and love, never intentionally seeking to 
offend others with caustic, brash, or unnecessarily difficult language, but discovering fresh ways to 
infuse life into our language through telling others of God’s indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 



A.M. •   Christ: The Fulfillment of the Law
P. M.  •  Psalm Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119:33-40)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 115

Contribution $25,732

Sunday AM 109

Announcements

• Friends in Faith • January 27th • 6pm -7pm
 • Annual H.A.N.D.S. Breakfast • January 30th •  
     7am - 10am  
   •Crafters’ Gathering • February 5th • Morning

Today’s Lesson Titles 

• We are having a Diapers and Wipes Shower for baby boy Rutledge. Please bring
your diapers (Pampers preferred) and wipes (any kind) and put them on
the designated table in the foyer from Sunday, January 24- February 7.
  
• We have a training opportunity on Sunday, January 24th.  You may have noticed a new 
bleed control box on the wall next to the AED box in the foyer. Katie Contreras with San  
Marcos/Hays County EMS will be at the building this Sunday from 2-5pm to give a Stop the 
Bleed class. Please let Russell Speir know if you wish to attend or if you have any questions.

                                               • Ladies’ Bible study will meet at the home of Renee Frisinger  
                                                  this Tuesday Jan 26th at 7pm.  Rhonda Kinser will lead the 
                                                      discussion. This group will meet on the last Tuesday of each 
                                                          month. 

                                                                  • The food pantry has appreciated your donations.  
                                                                      There is an updated list of immediate needs on 
                                                                         page 4 of this bulletin or under files in the Light- 
                                                                          post app.  You may leave your donations in the 
                                                                           white box at the front of the building.  
                                                                      Other Upcoming Events



•jelly • crackers • macaroni and cheese 
•Stove Top Stuffing • large can of soup• 
Chicken Helper • canned beef stew • 
•canned chicken and dumplings • Spam • 
canned chili • potted meat • cereal • 
• vienna sausages • Hormel Compleats 
Meals • canned pears • pineapple chunks 
• rice • pancake mix (add water) • no 
sugar syrup •Ivory bar soap • toothpaste 
•toilet paper

Blessed is the one whose  
transgression is forgiven,  

     
 
    
 
 
        

     
 

   
 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, January 24th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Paul Brown

Micah Moore 

Mat Cain

Roland Merz

Nathaniel Valle

Jacob Rutledge

Brian Wilks

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, January 27th
Song Leader Monthly Singing

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Mark and  
Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Eric Holloway, Dennis 
Joiner, Sandra Johnson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, John 
Moore, Sarah Pogue, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, 
Shirley Scott, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty 
White, Katherine Wright  
           

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
 
Family & Friends • Mike Coon, Jim Crouch, Alice 
Garceau, Lenora Garza, Roxie Gray, Brenda Hollo-
way, Jesse Hyde, Holly Johnson (Bill and Julie), Greg 
Lasley, Tom Lear, Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Barbara 
Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley,  Ray 
and Barbara Valle, Glynn Williams

Prayer Updates
  
 • Please continue to pray for Gavin Valle’s par-
ents, Ray and Barbara Valle as Barbara’s health 
continues to decline and Ray is her caregiver.  

Sympathy
  
• Doyla Burrell’s father passed away last Sunday, 
January 17.  Please keep the family in your prayers 
during this time of loss.   

Food Pantry Needs


