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Our Hope Lies in the City of God
By Jacob Rutledge
This week our hopes of having a normalized 2021 were quickly dashed with the breeching of the capitol 
as the Senate attempted to ratify this past November’s election. As of this writing, those events and the 
ensuing hours left 4 dead with over 50 people arrested (I’m sure those numbers will rise). These unsettling 
events are not surprising, as we already witnessed a year of rioting throughout the streets of many of our 
cities. It seems as if more turmoil is on the way—what is the Christian to do? 

We rest our hope in the eternal city—not in Washington D.C., New York, Austin, etc. What does this mean? 
In Psalm 46 the writer declares that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (v.1).  
He goes on to describe terrifying events which, despite their cataclysmic effects, in no way shake our 
absolute confidence in God: 

“Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah” (v. 2-3). 

Then, in an interesting twist, the writer suddenly starts describing a beautiful city: 

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved.
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter.
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us.
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah” (4-7)

Notice the beautiful contrast: from tumultuous events—from earthquakes and hurricanes, to a calm stream 
and a secure city. No doubt, this is speaking of Jerusalem, with God dwelling in the midst of the city and 
offering the people comfort even as the nations raged against them outside the city walls. Yet, it hints at 
something far more permanent: the eternal city of God, the new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). 

This is the city that great pilgrims of faith longed for in the past (Heb. 11:16) which allowed them to en-
dure great injustices and difficult times. It is what gave them courage to live and speak boldly in a fallen 
world. They were resolute in their confidence as they recognized that their hope wasn’t in any nation/
state/city in this present life. We most likely have claimed to believe this very truth ourselves, yet now the 
reality of our convictions is more relevant than ever. With our nation on the brink of anarchy, do we give 
into despair or strengthen our hope in the city of God? Where does your hope really lie? Dear Christian, 
I plead with you to remember that you are a pilgrim! You are simply on a journey to something far better 
(Phil. 1:23). Do you genuinely believe that? How we conduct ourselves in the coming years will reveal the 
        truth.                                                                                                                         Article continued on page 3



A.M. •  Blessed are the Persecuted 
P. M.  •  Psalm Inspired: How the Bible Makes Life Better (Psa. 119:17-24)
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  
you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual 
needs.                                  

Sunday AM 125

Contribution $7,939

Sunday AM 109

Announcements

What does this mean? It is displayed in whether we can 
    genuinely pray for and love our enemies; whether we 
       leave vengeance to the Lord or take it into our own 
           hands. It is seen in whether we put more emphasis on 
             spiritual discussions than we do political ones; 
               whether we spend more time in evangelism and less 
                time in campaigning for our favorite candidate. 
                 It is seen in how we treat those who differ from our
                  perspective: with gentleness or scorn? 
                  Ultimately these actions, and many more, 
                  determine where our hope ultimately lies: in the
                  city of man or in the city of God.

Today’s Lesson Titles 

A quilting group is being started.  The first gathering will be on Friday, January 15th in Room 
101.  Participants are asked to bring their own sewing machine and may begin arriving as 
early as 8:30am.   Come at the time that best suits your schedule.  The event may run until 
lunch depending on participation.  Renee Frisinger or Melissa Lovelace can address any 
questions you may have about the Quilters’ Group.  

Continuation of Article from page 2



Blessed is the one whose  
transgression is forgiven,  

whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man against  
whom the Lord counts no  

iniquity, and in whose  
spirit there is no deceit.
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, January 13th
Song Leader Brian Wilks

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Aaron Crumley, 
Mark and Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Eric  
Holloway, Dennis Joiner, Sandra Johnson, Russ and Pat 
Molenaar, John Moore, Sarah Pogue, Clinton &  
Carolyn Rutherford, Jessica Rutledge, Shirley Scott, 
Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White, Katherine 
Wright 

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
Family & Friends • Tom Barthel, Jim Crouch, Alice 
Garceau, Maria Garcia, Lenora Garza, Roxie Gray, 
Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Greg Lasley, Tom Lear, 
Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee 
Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley,  Ivory Trevino, 
Barbara Valle, Glynn Williams

Prayer Updates
• Jessica Rutledge was diagnosed with gestational diabetes.  Her condition is manageable, 
and Jessica has dealt with this condition during a previous pregnancy.  However, this does 
place Jessica in a high-risk category for her pregnancy.  Please keep Jessica and the baby in 
your prayers. 

• Shelly Calvert’s mother, Alice Garceau, fell and broke her hip last weekend.  She was hospi-
talized but is now home recovering.

• Lon Calvert’s father, Larry Calvert, is no longer needing IV antibiotics and Lon has been able 
to be home more.  Your prayers for Larry, Lon, and Shelly have been greatly appreciated.      

 


