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On Christmas 
By Reuel Lemmons
  We are again at that time on the calendar when the Western world pauses to acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
was born in the world. The date makes little difference. And we heartily agree that some other time of year suits the 
occasion best, but that makes little actual difference. 

  Personally, we are glad that the world, bent on carnage and drunk on hedonism takes time out to acknowledge 
that God has sent his Son into the world. Even atheists, like the stones of the ground, cry out. We deplore the 
fact that men make merchandise of the occasion – as the moneychangers took advantage of the opportunity in 
the temple – but even they help the world to stop and take note of God’s gift to man. In a world of war they talk 
about peace; in a world of hate they talk about love; in a world of sorrow, they talk about joy. All the advertising, 
all the decorations, all the plans for family gatherings call attention to the fact that there is something better in the 
world than the rat race.

  A lot of attention is given in the Bible to the birth of Jesus. The Gospels abound in details. The numbering, the 
birth, the stable, the flight into Egypt – there was a lot of excitement in both heaven and earth when God sent 
his Son into the world. Without controversy, the greatest event in all human history was heralded by that star that 
shone over Bethlehem. One might argue the merits of the cross as the greatest, but had there been no manger 
there would have been no cross. With the coming of the Son of God in human flesh, a love was born that the 
world had never before known. “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.” With all we think we 
know about love, we can grasp but a very small concept of that love. No wonder the angels sang!

  The eloquence of tongue and pen have been exhausted in paying homage to the babe of Bethlehem, the 
man of Galilee and the lamb on the cross. Limited as we are by our humanism it is impossible for us to grasp the full 
significance of what God did in Christ at that time. About the best we can do is acknowledge that if he had not 
come into the world we would die without hope of heaven. He was the light shining in the dark place. “They that 
sat in darkness saw a great light.”

  We can understand the love of a mother for her child. We can even understand the love of a man who might 
give his life for his country. But it is beyond us to understand the love of a God who would rob Heaven to bless 
earth; empty Glory to fill us with glory. It was no natural affection that made God send Jesus into the world. What he 
did at Bethlehem matured until it became what he did at the cross. It is fitting that we should pause and note that 
we didn’t earn it; it was an act of grace.

  History is sometimes turned around by the smallest of events, and destiny is balanced on the point of a pin. 
The almost totally unnoticed event of Bethlehem has affected the world more than all the battles that were ever 
fought or all the governments that have ever convened. For four thousand years sin-cursed man had hoped for 
the seed of woman that would bruise the serpent’s head, and for two thousand years, the Jews had looked for 
a Messiah. But when he came they didn’t recognize him. He came in the seclusion of a stable, in the darkness of 
night, and in the guise of a man. The greatest forces of all time do not come with powerful explosions or the noise 

of racing chariots; they come on silent wings. The power of love is such a force. And grace and goodness make 
little racket.

Article continued on page 3



Today’s Lesson Titles

Announcement

A.M. • Blessed are the Pure in Heart 
P. M. •  Evening Broadcast 

     
   Leadership
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Minister

Deacons

Tracy Frisinger
Roland Merz Bill Hyde

Randy Banks
Stephen Estrada
John Gray
Damon Hyde

Matt Walker
Russell Speir

Jacob Rutledge

Brian Wilks
Robert Wright

Jay Kelsey Tim Wright

For the Record
December 6th

December 13th

Contribution $10,586

Contribution $12,531
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Continuation of article from page 2

Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We are so glad you’re here! We ask that you please complete a  
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your attendance. On a table in our foyer, you will find a Welcome folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  

you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual needs.                                  
 

  In a night without light came the Light. In a world without hope, hope was born. In the midst of despair, there 
was the singing of angels. They had but a star, but we have Son-light. The hopes and fears of all the years were 
pinned, whether the shepherds realized it or not, upon a little baby in a young mother ’s arms. Really, that is where 
hope still lies.

  Wise men brought him gifts. But their gold, frankincense and myrrh have long since turned to dust. It was the best 
they had, and they set precedent for our giving gifts, but they gave only gifts that perish. We have an  
                                                  opportunity to give a living sacrifice. If giving is the test of loving, then let us 
                                                           give the consecration of our lives. He himself has said, “Greater love hath  
                                                                   no man than this: that a man would lay down his life for his friend.” 

                                                                     After all, it isn’t the gaudy tinsel in which the gift is wrapped, nor is it  
                                                                       the extravagant price paid for it, it is the heart that is given with                                                                                               
                                                                               gift that really makes the gift worth receiving.

Bible Bowl will NOT meet on Wednesday, December 23rd.  

Sunday AM 102

Items we accept: Cereal • Oatmeal • Macaroni and 
  Cheese • Boxed Dinners (i.e. Hamburger or Tuna 
   Helper) • Ramen Noodles • Canned Soup • Canned 
   Green Beans • Canned Veggies (peas, carrots, etc.) 
   • Canned Tuna or Chicken • Canned Fruit • Peanut  
    Butter • Jelly • Pasta (bags or boxes) • Pasta Sauce 
     • Rice • Beans (bags or cans) • Corn Bread Mix • 
    Crackers • Toilet Paper • Baby Wipes •Diapers •  
  Paper Towels•Bar Soap • Toothpaste 

Food Pantry Needs
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Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, December 20th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Tim Wright 

Bill Hyde

Rich Nelson

Damon Hyde

Jacob Rutledge

Matthew Walker

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, December 23th
Song Leader

Adult Class (Hebrews)

And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:7

• Valorie Crumley had shoulder replace-
ment surgery on Wednesday.  Please pray 
for Valorie as she recovers from this major 
surgery.

• Mark Crumley will have his last chemo 
treatment on Wednesday, December 
23rd.  Please pray for the success of 
these treatments. 
 
• Doyla Burrell asks for prayers on her 
family’s behalf.  They had to place 
Doyla’s father, Tom Barthel, in a facility 
recently since he has lost the use of his 
right arm and legs.  Your prayers on Tom’s 
behalf are greatly appreciated. 

Roland Merz

Jacob Rutledge

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Lon & Shelly 
Calvert, Aaron Crumley, Mark and Valorie Crumley, 
Sarah Crumley, Eric Holloway, Dennis Joiner, Sandra 
Johnson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, John Moore,  
Sarah Pogue, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Lincoln 
Rutledge, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker, Betty White, 
Katherine Wright 

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Family & Friends • Tom Barthel, Larry Calvert, 
Mike Coon, Jim Crouch, Roxie Gray, Tammie Grossman, 
Brenda Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Greg Lasley, Tom Lear, 
Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee 
Storm, Dennis and Juanita Tilley,  Barbara Valle, Glynn  
Williams

Prayer Updates
• Joe and Denny Williamson’s aunt, Francis Byrd, 
was admitted to the hospital last week with COVID.  
Their Aunt Francis has improved and was due to be 
released on Saturday.     


