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Five Characteristics of Truth 
By Jacob Rutledge
The days of Isaiah were dark; the people of God had forsaken their Creator once again and were on the brink of 
ruin. How did they fall so far? While such an answer is multi-faceted, Isaiah gives some insight in 59:14-15: 

“Justice is turned back,
and righteousness stands far away;
for truth has stumbled in the public squares,
and uprightness cannot enter.
Truth is lacking,
and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.”

The phrase, “Truth has stumbled in the public squares” is a poetic way of saying that truth was no longer held in 
high esteem or regarded within their social discourse. In the public, where truth is most needed, it had stumbled. 
Because of this, injustice and unrighteousness reigned. When there is no standard for right and wrong, and no one 
to uphold and teach it, then society is left to make its own rules—which leads to oppression of all kinds. 
	 We	find	ourselves	in	a	time	when	truth	is	lacking	and	no	longer	allowed	in	the	public	square.	Being	the	
people	of	God	during	this	time	is	difficult,	for	sometimes	we	don’t	know	how	to	truth	from	fiction.	At	times	we	misun-
derstand	our	own	opinions	for	eternal	principles—how	can	we	tell	the	difference?	Here	are	five	characteristics	of	
truth which may help: 

1.  Truth is Objective 
Truth	is	that	which	reflects	reality;	truth	is	within	the	object	itself	based	on	its	place	in	the	real	world.	It	isn’t	simply	
“subject to interpretation.” For example, if you are sitting in a chair as you read this, I can know that the object 
you	are	sitting	on	is	a	chair.	If	I	suddenly	said,	“You’re	sitting	on	an	elephant”	that	wouldn’t	change	the	truth	that	
you are sitting on a chair simply because I interpreted it differently. The same is true with moral statements. If I say, 
“Homosexuality	is	a	sin”	that	is	either	true	or	it	isn’t—it	can’t	be	both.
2.  Truth is Transcendent 
If there is such a thing as truth (and there is as we can see from our own experience) then it must conform to a 
transcendent standard. That is, there must be something that transcends the human mind which creates or is the 
standard for the truth statements we make. For example, how do you know that 12 inches is a foot? Because the 
standard measurement tells you that it is. In the same way, there is a transcendent standard for moral truth within 
our world: God. 
3.  Truth is Immutable 
If	something	is	true,	then	it	is	true	for	all	time;	truth	doesn’t	change.	Just	as	2	+	2	will	always	equal	4,	so	too	truth	
remains	firm	and	resolute	even	as	cultures	change	around	it.	We	see	natural	constants	such	as	this	every	day	such	
as	gravity:	men	come	and	go,	but	we	all	still	have	our	feet	firmly	planted	on	earth.	The	same	is	true	of	God’s	truth:	
“The word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Pet. 1:25). 
4.  Truth is Transcultural 
Truth	applies	to	all	cultures	at	all	points	in	time;	it	doesn’t	change	simply	because	of	the	setting	and	society.	If	you	
can show something to be true, it is true for every class of people despite their particular heritage. This point is

Article continued on page 3
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Rich Nelson

Welcome Visitors
We	are	so	glad	you’re	here!	We	ask	that	you	please	complete	a	 
visitor card from the back of the pew in front of you and place it 
in the collection plate as you exit so that we may have a record of  
your	attendance.	On	a	table	in	our	foyer,	you	will	find	a	Welcome	folder 
that you may take with you so that you may learn more about us.  We hope  

you will visit again soon.  Please let us know how we can serve your spiritual needs.                                  
 

particularly important in our culture, where the politically correct option is to give preference to subjective, cultur-
al	habits	rather	than	objective	truth.	If	it	is	right	to	defend	the	weak	in	America,	then	it	is	the	right	thing	to	defend	
the	weak	in	China;	if	it	wrong	to	steal	in	China,	then	it	is	wrong	to	steal	in	America—despite	the	present	laws	of	
that particular country. 
5.  Truth is Unimpressionable 
This	means	that	truth	is	truth	regardless	of	who	is	saying	it;	it	isn’t	influenced	or	effected	by	the	character	of	the 
                                                  person speaking it. Often, people disregard the truth because they focus solely  
                                                      on the integrity of the individual; but if something is true, it disregards the 
																																																											subject	conveying	it.	If	someone	says,	“You’re	sitting	on	a	chair”	and	you
                                                                  are, in fact, sitting on a chair, then it is a true statement even if you
                                                                       hate the person. 
                                                                                        The same is true with moral statements. Someone might  
                                                                               say, “Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation” and yet they 
																																																																																	don’t	live	out	that	conviction	on	a	daily	basis.	Does	this 
                                                                                    then change the truth of that statement? Certainly not. 
                                                                                      Yet, there is a caution here: knowing that people are 
                                                                                       turned away from the truth because of our conduct, it 
                                                                                        is extremely important for us live a life of integrity so as 
                                                                                        to avoid any barrier to someone knowing the truth. 

                                                                                        While truth may have stumbled in the public square,  
                                                                                        there is no reason that it should stumble in our lives. 
                                                                                       Let us then seek and love the truth, for within it we 
                                                                                      discover genuine freedom (John 8:32). 

 
 

It ’s	Cheer	Basket	time!		Cheer	baskets	are	a	great	way	to	reach	out	to	our	members	who	have	experienced	loss 
or been shut in this past year.  If you would like to help by bringing items or delivering baskets please see the  
sign-up at the table in the back of the auditorium. 
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, December 16th
Song Leader

Adult Class (Hebrews)

• John Moore had a heart defibrillator  
implanted on Wednesday.  Please  
continue to pray for John’s healing as well as 
for Carla and the family. 

• Sarah Pogue had surgery on  
Wednesday in an effort to relieve back pain.  
Please continue to pray for the success of 
this procedure. 
 
• Lincoln Rutledge had tests run  
Wednesday.  The two major tests came back 
negative.  Jacob and Jessica are waiting for 
results of a few more labs.  Your prayers have 
been greatly appreciated.        

Brian Wilks

Jacob Rutledge

Church Family • Kathy Boydston, Lon & Shelly 
Calvert, Aaron Crumley, Mark Crumley, Sarah Crumley, 
Eric Holloway, Dennis Joiner, Sandra Johnson, Russ and 
Pat Molenaar, John Moore, Sarah Pogue, Clinton & 
Carolyn Rutherford, Lincoln Rutledge, Betty Starling, 
Sheryl Walker, Betty White, Katherine Wright 

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little 
Family & Friends • Larry Calvert, Mike Coon,  
Jim Crouch, Roxie Gray, Tammie Grossman, Brenda  
Holloway, Jesse Hyde, Greg Lasley, Tom Lear, Mary 
Miller, Shana Morse, Barbara Pair, Sylba Lee Storm, 
Dennis and Juanita Tilley,  Barbara Valle, Glynn  
Williams

Prayer Updates
• Stephen Storm, Jennifer Nuckels’ uncle, passed away 
on Sunday.  Please pray for the Nuckels and Storm 
families as they mourn the loss of Stephen. 

• Norman Rockwell, Pam Armstrong’s uncle, passed 
away last week.  We want to pray for Pam and her  
family as well at this time of loss.     

Sympathy

Items we accept: Cereal • Oatmeal • Macaroni and 
Cheese • Boxed Dinners (i.e. Hamburger or Tuna Help-
er) • Ramen Noodles • Canned Soup • Canned Green 
Beans • Canned Veggies (corn, peas, carrots, etc.) • 
Canned Tuna or Chicken • Canned Fruit • Peanut  
Butter • Jelly • Pasta (bags or boxes) • Pasta Sauce 
• Rice • Beans (bags or cans) • Corn Bread Mix • 
Crackers • Toilet Paper • Baby Wipes •Diapers • Paper 
Towels•Bar Soap • Toothpaste 

Food Pantry Needs


