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What Is the Point of Life in Christ? 
By Gary Henry

“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, 
by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:8-11).

THE POINT OF LIFE IN CHRIST IS THAT WE MAY “KNOW HIM AND THE POWER OF HIS 
RESURRECTION.” The value of knowing Christ so far excels the value of anything in this world 
that we are willing to suffer the loss of all else, if need be, in order to “gain Christ and be found 
in Him.” Life in Christ is not primarily about relief right now from the trauma of living in a broken 
world. Indeed, to be in fellowship with Christ means to know “the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death” in order that we may “attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

To the ears of the Christian these truths should sound self-evident. Unfortunately, the concept 
of Christianity that has come to be dominant in our day is one that runs in a different direction. 
According to this concept, emotional pain relief is the basic, overall concern of life in Christ. 
Offering health, wealth, and complete emotional bliss, it promises to take away the deep ache 
of our needy, broken souls and to do so in the here and now. The new gospel is fundamentally 
about “feeling better.” It is about us.

But the historic gospel is not first and foremost about feeling better; it is about glorifying God 
through Christ and coming to be like Him. Christ did not die for the mere betterment of our 
feelings, and seeking God through Him is not mostly about pain relief. It is about character 
transformation. And even more than character transformation, it is about the glorification of 
God. Far from eliminating the possibility of pain, the glorification of God may require the suffering 
of pain, even to the point of death. Our expectation should be no less than that of Paul, whose 
only hope was that “with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:20,21).

“Modern Christianity, in dramatic reversal of its biblical form, promises to relieve the pain of 
living in a fallen world” (Larry Crabb).
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A.M. • A Description of Who Jesus Is
P. M. •  The Mission of God: Acts 25
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Interested in placing membership with us? 
Follow this link to begin the process!

                      dschurchofchrist.com/become-a-member

Sunday AM 107

October Birthdays This Week
October 21st • Don Stafford

October 22nd • Mark Cowan, Jacob Rutledge

Rich Nelson

Visitors •
We are so glad you’re here! Please take 
a visitor packet from the back of the pew 
in front of you or the back table. Please 
fill out the card inside and leave it in your 
pew when you leave so we can have a 
record of your attendance.

Announcements
• Good Samaritans will not meet this month.
• The Community Coat Drive deadline is today.
• The deadline for the Foster Village Supply Drive is October 25th. You can put 
the items on the cart in the library. 
• The Wedding Shower for Katy Wright will be Sunday, October 25th from 2-4PM at Bonnie 
Walker’s house. Katy Wright and Britt Bowlin are registered at Target and Amazon.
• The Monday night Bible study at Winston and Rhonda’s house will meet tomorrow night at 
7pm.

Trunk or Treat
Our annual Trunk or Treat will take place on Saturday, October 31st.  Dinner and “Trunk or Treating” will 
begin at 5:30pm here at the church building.  Individually wrapped hot dogs, chips, and canned drinks 
will be served.  We need members who can volunteer to decorate their trunks and pass out candy.  



 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, October 18th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Paul Brown

Tim Wright

Byron Pogue

Tracy Frisinger 

Harrison Gray

Roland Merz

Kelly Miller

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers
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We will continue to have our evening 
study on Facebook and YouTube at this 
time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday, October 21st
Song Leader

Adult Class (Hebrews)

• Mike Coon will have a procedure soon. 
Please keep him in your prayers. 
 
• Polly Coon had a pacemaker put in re-
cently. Please remember to pray for her.

• Mike McNair has COVID-19.  His family 
asks for your prayers. 
 
• Rachel McNair, Monty and Linda Mc-
Nair’s daughter-in-law, had a successful 
cancer surgery.  Keep her in your prayers 
for a full recovery. 
  

Prayer Updates

Bill Hyde

Jacob Rutledge

Church Family • Joyce Bolt, Kathy Boydston, Lon 
and Shelly Calvert, Mike & Polly Coon, Mark Crumley, 
Sarah Crumley, Vikki Fox, Dennis Joiner, Sandra John-
son, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Janice Moore, Clinton & 
Carolyn Rutherford, Betty Starling, Sheryl Walker

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elsie Norton, Shirley 
Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat 
Balderas, Bill Burrell, Larry Calvert, Bill Crouch, Jim 
Crouch, Roxie Gray, Jesse Hyde, Shelley Knicker-
bocker, Greg Lasley, Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Katie 
Sonntag, Stephen Storm, Dennis Tilley, Barbara Valle, 
Glynn Williams

• Jesse Hyde, 16-year-old son of Clint and Kasey 
Hyde, is at the Methodist Children’s Hospital 
in San Antonio.  He is undergoing tests for lym-
phoma and awaiting results.  They covet your 
prayers.  Cards can be sent to the hospital at 
7700 Floyd Curl Dr., San Antonio, Texas 78229 
(Level 5 Room 19).  No visitors please.
 
•Stephen Storm, Jennifer Nuckels’ uncle, was just 
diagnosed with prostate cancer.  Please keep 
him in your prayers.

•  Please also keep the Nuckels’ family in your 
prayers as they deal with Jennifer’s aging grand-
mother, Sylba Lee Storm.  


