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Christian, Are You Drifting?
By Jacob Rutledge

When I worked with the church in Atlanta, Tx I was told the odd story of a former member. This brother (let’s call him 
Joe) was a devoted Christian, faithful husband, and Bible class teacher. He was the man that his fellow Christians 
turned to when they had questions or needed support; the epitome of a faithful, reliable believer. Yet, one day, Joe 
attended worship like normal, taught the adult Bible class, closed up his material, and walked out of the building—
never to return again. When the church attempted to confront him, he replied, “I just don’t believe anymore.” 
 How can a staunch, faithful member of the church suddenly wake up and realize he doesn’t believe in 
what he has taught and professed for years? He drifted from the faith. The Hebrews writer warns of this in Hebrews 
2:1: 

“Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.”

Like the boat that forgets to anchor itself, and suddenly finds itself adrift at sea; like the distracted swimmer who 
finds himself surprisingly far from the shoreline; like the faithful Christian who slowly but surely abandons the Lord—this 
is what it means to drift. 
 The danger of drifting is that we often aren’t aware of it; the power of this slow forsaking is that it comes 
in small, incremental changes. Many of us would balk at the idea of waking up like Joe and forsaking the Lord—but 
he didn’t get there overnight. Over time, our lack of Bible study, prayer, church attendance, service to others, slowly 
erodes our convictions of faith until there is nothing left. On the flip side, the investment of time, energy and 
money that we put into the passing pursuits of the world increase our reliance upon the tangible, fallen creation 
that surrounds us. This combination of a lack of devotion to spiritual matters, and an overabundance of concern 
for secular ones creates a deeply dangerous environment conducive to drifting from the Lord. 
 Unfortunately, we find ourselves in a particularly difficult time when it comes to this. With our present 
pandemic, and the decreased number of times we assemble as a church, there is an increasing temptation to 
slowly drift from the faith. Beloved brethren, please be on guard against this. I know some are still concerned about 
their health and the virus, yet I fear some still remain at home, disengaged from the body of Christ, simply because it 
is convenient. They are content to stay at home apart from their Christian brethren. This shouldn’t be. Only you can 
evaluate your heart this, but please do (2 Cor. 13:5). The outside pressures from our world are so oppressive at 
this very hour. There are so many things encouraging us to give up and give in. Because of that, I will finish with the 
words of Hebrews 3:12-13: 

“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from 
the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”



Today’s Lesson Titles
A.M. • The Rightful King

P. M. • The Mission of God: Acts 20 ~ Finding the Pattern
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Sunday AM 114

Birthdays This Week
TODAY • Wayne Mansur, Nelawyn Dalley, & Olivia Pogue

August 25th • Cora Jonas & Taylor Burrell
August 28th • Ryan Bonnett & Landon Nuckels

Rich Nelson

Visitors • We are so glad you’re 
here!  Please take a visitor packet 
from the back of the pew in front 
of you or the back table. Please 
fill out the card inside and leave 
it in your pew when you leave so 
we can have a record of your 
attendance.

Reassembling Plan
September 2nd • Wednesday Night Bible Class will resume. We will all meet in the 
auditorium for songs and prayer and then the high schoolers will be released. 5th grade and 
under will also be dismissed to go to Room 101 for a modified class with Melissa Lovelace.
October 4th • Sunday Morning Bible Class will resume at 9:30AM. We will have our normal high 
school and auditorium classes. We have tentative plans to have two modified classes for 5th 
grade and under. We will get the details to you as soon as possible. 



 

Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, August 23rd
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

John Gray

Damon Hyde

Roland Merz

Rich Nelson

Alec Estrada

Jacob Rutledge

Grant Lawrence

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

 

Church Family • Phyllis Barker, Mark Crumley, Vikki 
Fox, Vivian Hinesley, Sandra Johnson, Eve Mickelson, 
Russ and Pat Molenaar, Janice Moore, Clinton & 
Carolyn Rutherford, Norman & Betty Starling, Judy 
Templeton, Roland Williams

Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley

HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace

Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 

Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, 
Jon & Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, Bill 
Burrell, Mike Coon, Roxie Gray, Dart Hyde, Shelley 
Knickerbocker, Greg Lasley, Mary Miller, Shana 
Morse, Dennis Tilley, Junita Tilley, Barbara Valle
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We will continue to have our evening 

study on Facebook and YouTube at this 

time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday
We will continue to have our evening 

Bible study on Facebook and YouTube 

at this time. Be sure to join us online at 

7:00pm.

Prayer Updates
• Russ Molenaar is doing better and was 
put in a normal hospital room. He is off the 
ventilator. Please continue to keep Russ 
and the entire Molenaar family in your 
prayers.
• Dart Hyde is doing much better after 
being diagnosed with COVD-19. Please 
keep him in your prayers as they continue 
to recover.
• Vikki Fox was able to go home. 

• Roxie Gray, Debbie Strickland’s 
sister, was diagnosed with COVID as well 
as others in her memory care 
facility. Please say a prayer that she has a 
quick recovery.

New to the Prayer List

• Please keep the Smith family in your 
prayers in the loss of Angela’s mother, 
Sandra Montgomery. 

Sympathy • Betty Redding, a former member here, is 
being put on hospice. Her daughter, Lisa 
Beasley, called and said she would love to 
receive some cards. You can send them to:
300 Senter Ave.
Whitehouse, TX 75791

Former Member Update


