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Beirut Reminds Us of the Brevity of Life
By Jacob Rutledge

This past week the capital of Lebanon, Beirut, was rocked with an explosion that resembled an atomic 
bomb. Terrifying footage of the event flooded the internet, and viewers watched in horror as the 
detonation demolished the city. So far 135 are dead with thousands suffering from injuries. The event is 
being linked to a Russian ship that had been in port for 7 years, filled with ammonium nitrate. In the 
coming weeks, details will continue to come out, yet it matters little to those suffering the loss of 
loved ones. 
 If you watched the first-hand video of this shocking event, it will send chills down your spine. A 
normal day suddenly rocked by an uncontrollable force. It reminds us of our fragility before forces we 
can’t predict and are powerless to maintain. It seems all of 2020 is a constant reminder of such.
 
 Yet James told us this long ago: 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 
there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For 
you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, 
we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. —James 
4:13-15

Your life is a mist—a vapor that appears briefly above the boiling pot and then vanishes away. We don’t 
like to think on the brevity of our life, yet there is great wisdom in doing such. 
 For one, we are reminded that our present existence is not the final one. This means that we must 
do what we can with the time we have. The most important decision we make in this life has nothing to do 
with our job, our money, our health, or even our family—the most important decision we make is whether 
or not to receive the gospel. All other matters are subservient to this one. As our Lord declared so long 
ago, “What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul?” (Mark 8:36). 
 Thinking of our mortality also reminds us that our life is dictated—not by our own will—but by the 
will of the Lord. James informs us that every day should start with the understanding that all of our plans 
are dependent upon the plans of God. Make plans, but intentionally say, “If the Lord wills.” Anything else 
is simply arrogance (v. 16). 
 Your life will be gone before you know it. You may die at 90 or within the next couple of weeks—
only God knows. If you are saved, and are living in obedience to God, then you possess the blessed 
assurance of hope in eternal life. If you haven’t been saved, or are living in disobedience to the gospel, 
then you should be absolutely terrified. For, while your present life is a vapor, your future life is eternal—
one which will be experienced in the unrelenting torment of hell. So, I plead with you as your brother and 
friend, repent while there is still time. Give your life to Christ in obedience to the gospel; trust in grace 
while you still can. 



Today’s Lesson Titles
A.M. • A Final Lesson...Senior Sunday
P. M. • The Mission of God: Acts 19
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Sunday AM 88

Visitors • We are so glad 
you’re here!  Please take a visitor 
packet from the back of the pew 
in front of you or the back table. 
Please fill out the card inside and 
leave it in your pew when you 
leave so we can have a record of 
your attendance.

2020 Senior Sunday

Rich Nelson

Maverick Walker • Maverick is the son of Matthew and Bonnie Walker. He is a graduate of 
Dripping Springs High School. He will be attending Harding University this fall and plans to 
major in Business Administration BBA/MBA. 

Sarah Banks • Sarah is the daughter of Randy and Jamie Banks. Sarah is a graduate of Dripping 
Springs High School. She will be attending Texas State University. Sarah plans to major in 
Education with hopes of becoming an LSSP or Diagnostician.

Jacob Talley • Jacob is the son of Esther Talley and bonus son of Mat Cain. He is a graduate 
of Live Oak Academy. He will be attending ACC in the fall with a major on psychology. He is 
currently working as a team lead at Chick-Fil-A San Marcos. 

Chance Bonnett • Chance is the son of Ryan and Nichole Bonnett. He is a graduate of 
Dripping Springs High School.

Logan Ledwik • Logan is the son of Gordon and Elizabeth Bease. He is a 2020 High School 
Graduate.



Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, August 9th
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Russell Speir

Keith Mauck

Stephen Estrada

Rich Nelson

Brian Wilks

Jacob & Parker 

Joel Wilkinson

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

 

Church Family • Phyllis Barker, Mark Crumley, 
Vikki Fox, Vivian Hinesley, Sandra Johnson, Eve 
Mickelson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Janice Moore, 
Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Norman & Betty 
Starling, Judy Templeton, Roland Williams
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & 
Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, 
Mike Coon, Shelley Knickerbocker, Greg Lasley, 
Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Dennis Tilley, Junita 
Tilley, Barbara Valle
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We will continue to have our evening 

study on Facebook and YouTube at this 

time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday
We will continue to have our evening 

Bible study on Facebook and YouTube 

at this time. Be sure to join us online at 

7:00pm.

BE A 
LIGHT

The light shines in 
the darkness, and 

the darkness has not 
overcome it.
John 1 :5

Prayer Updates
• Vikki Fox is still at Park Manor Rehab.

• Russ Molenaar is still in the hospital. 

• Vivian Hinesley will have a back procedure 
this Wednesday. Please pray that all goes 
well. 

• Please keep all of our graduates and 
college students in your prayers as they 
head back to college this fall semester.

New to the Prayer List


