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My First Year as a Christian
By Alec Estrada

 March 31st marked one year since I was baptized into the Lord’s Church. I’ve learned an
incredible amount in this short time, and much of this has been because of the tremendous
support and leadership present in the Dripping Springs Church of Christ. It is truly a blessing to
worship in such a fulfilling congregation, and I’m lucky to call every one of you my family in
Christ. One critical skill that I’ve learned is the importance of asking questions. Having grown
up in the church, I sometimes felt hesitant to ask questions, feeling that I should already know
the answers. It was as if by having to ask it signified that I had failed in some regard in my
Christian walk. However, in this past year, I’ve realized that asking questions certainly doesn’t
mean you’ve failed, but that you’re genuinely interested in learning more and deepening your
faith. In the end, I have always regretted not taking the opportunity to ask a question, and I have
always learned something valuable by questioning. Here is one of the most important and
influential questions that I’ve asked myself during my first year as a Christian. How do I grow as
a Christian? This was probably the first question I asked myself after my baptism, and it
continues to be at the forefront of my mind to this day. The answer to this question is different
every day, but, in a way, the same. Each day presents new opportunities for me to challenge,
strengthen, and apply my faith, and that is extremely consistent. There are always occasions for
us to grow as a Christian. What changes is whether or not we recognize these events. Over the
past year, I’ve noticed more and more chances for growth in my faith, whether it’s something as
disastrous as a global pandemic or as wholesome as a new friendship. Often, I look back at a
day, a week, or a longer time and realize too late the opening for improvement. While
unfortunate, this tells me that there will always be more opportunities to come. The best way to
take advantage of these moments is to prepare for them so that when they come again, I’ll be
ready.

 While preparation is necessary, something else I’ve learned is that you’re never really
ready. Action is generally uncomfortable, and if you wait until you feel ready to take on
something new, you’ll probably never start. This is where you must have faith, not in your
knowledge, but the knowledge of the Lord. An amazing example of this trust is found in John,
chapter 4, where Jesus encounters the Samaritan woman at the well. After just a brief
conversation with Jesus, the woman was filled with faith and instantly began calling people to
Christ. Because of her actions, many Samaritans in her town believed in the Messiah that day.

 Study the word intently. Pray and listen for answers. And most importantly, live out your
faith. A faith that is curious enough to ask questions and accept difficult answers. These are the
steps I’m taking every day to maximize the opportunities present in my life to grow my faith, and
I encourage you to do the same.



Today’s Lesson Titles
A.M. • Always Faithful
P. M. • The Mission of God: Acts 18

     
   Leadership

Elders

Ministers

Deacons

Tracy Frisinger
Roland Merz Bill Hyde

Randy Banks
Stephen Estrada
John Gray
Damon Hyde

Matt Walker
Russell Speir

Jacob Rutledge Parker LaGrange

Brian Wilks
Robert Wright

Jay Kelsey Tim Wright

For the Record
July 19th

July 26th

Sunday AM 113
Contribution $7,426

Contribution $7,109
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Sunday AM 111

Visitors • We are so glad 
you’re here!  Please take a visitor 
packet from the back of the pew 
in front of you or the back table. 
Please fill out the card inside and 
leave it in your pew when you 
leave so we can have a record of 
your attendance.

The Magi Project

Rich Nelson

We are beginning a new service project by filling boxes for the Magi Project. If 
you’d like to participate, please take a box from the back table. Instructions and 
a packing list are inside the box. The Magi (Making a Godly Impact) Project helps 
to provide for the physical needs of children living in poverty around the world. 

Boxes need to be returned to the church office by August 30th.

Care Bags
The teens have put together over 100 care bags full of daily essentials for those 
in need. Please take a few of the care bags from the tables in the foyer. These 
bags are for you to give to those you meet out in the community who need some 

extra help. Pray for those you give the bags to that they 
will be blessed by this gift and for them to grow 

closer to God.



Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, August 2nd
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Damon Hyde

Bill Hyde

Rich Nelson

Matthew Walker

Jacob Rutledge

David Nuckels

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

 

Church Family • Phyllis Barker, Alona Calvert, 
Mark Crumley, Vicki Fox, Sandra Johnson, Eve 
Mickelson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, Janice 
Moore, Clinton & Carolyn Rutherford, Norman & 
Betty Starling, Judy Templeton, Roland Williams
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & 
Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, 
Mike Coon, Shelley Knickerbocker, Greg Lasley, 
Mary Miller, Shana Morse, Dennis Tilley, Junita 
Tilley, Barbara Valle
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We will continue to have our evening 

study on Facebook and YouTube at this 

time. Be sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday
We will continue to have our evening 

Bible study on Facebook and YouTube 

at this time. Be sure to join us online at 

7:00pm.

BE A 
LIGHT

The light shines in 
the darkness, and 

the darkness has not 
overcome it.
John 1 :5

Prayer Updates
• Vicki Fox was moved to Park Manor Rehab 
in Bee Cave. If you’d like to write a card, 
please use the address below. 

14058 B Bee Cave Parkway
Bee Cave, TX 78738

• Junita Tilley, Margaret’s daughter-in-law, 
was sent home from the hospital. Please pray 
the heart doctor can solve her problem at 
her next appointment on Aug. 7th.

• Russ Molenaar was taken to the ER on 
Tuesday. He is in urgent need of prayers. 


