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What Every Church Needs
By Jacob Rutledge

In our consumer driven culture, people are enticed to constantly be on the lookout for the better deal. Whether 
it ’s the best bargain on a new car, or the best job offer on the table, we naturally look out for our best interest. This 
mentality influences what we look for in a church as well. Instead of looking for a congregation that stands for truth, 
ministers to the poor, and seeks the lost, we often scope out congregations that have the best youth group, 
facilities, and programs that will fulfill our desires. While there is nothing inherently wrong with good youth groups, 
nice facilities, and various programs, they often can blind us to what a church really needs to be pleasing to God. 
 Paul understood that every church needs good leadership. He told the young evangelist Titus that he left 
him on the island of Crete, “so that you might put what remained into order and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you” (Tit. 1:5). This tells us that, when a congregation is lacking elders, it isn’t complete—there is work that 
still remains. 
 With the passing of three of our previous elders, and the installment of a new shepherd on the horizon, 
my mind has turned to leadership recently. Every congregation seeks good men to step up and lead. We realize 
though that this job isn’t for everywhere; there are a select few to whom the Spirit finds qualified for this important 
task. While many of these qualifications are familiar to us, there is one that is unique to Titus: 

He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 
and also to rebuke those who contradict it. For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and de-
ceivers, especially those of the circumcision party. They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families 
by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, 
“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, that they 
may be sound in the faith (9-13). 

God’s shepherds must be willing to use the rod of correction on the flock that they oversee—specifically on those 
who are teaching false doctrine. Rebuke doesn’t have to be rude, but it does need to be decisive (sharply) and 
instructive (that they may be sound in the faith). This demands that the elders know the word of God, to the extent 
that they give instruction and know when it is being contradicted. If overseers don’t understand God’s word, they 
may find themselves supporting unbiblical teaching and opposing truth! 
 Rebuking someone in sin is never pleasant and shouldn’t be a cherished activity—but it is a necessary 
one. The entire flock (myself included) needs rebuke at times. We should learn, as a congregation, to humbly submit 
under the guiding hand of the elders (Heb. 13:17). We need shepherds who are intimately involved in our lives so 
that they can guide and lead us to our heavenly reward. Those of us who are honest about our weaknesses and 
failings understand how much we need the oversight of good, godly men.
 The needs of a church are many, but one of the greatest is good leadership. When people are looking 
for a new church to be a part of, they should always consider the shepherds. What kind of men are they? Do they 
love the church? Are they really shepherding them? Do they love the church enough to rebuke them at times? These 
are the type of men I want watching over the spiritual welfare of my family. 
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Sunday AM 88

June Birthdays This Week
June 1st • Kelly Miller

June 2nd • Keith Mauck
June 4th • Carol Nelson

June 5th • Polly Coon
June 6th • Cole Simonetti

Visitors • We are so glad you’re 
here!  Please take a visitor packet from 
the back of the pew in front of you or 
the back table. Please fill out the card 
inside and leave it in your pew when you 
leave so we can have a record of your 
attendance.

Welcome Back
We have missed each of you so much during this pandemic. We are looking forward to 
worshipping together on Sunday mornings with you and continuing to study online on Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings, as we have been doing. There are a few things we want to remind 
you of for those who are able to attend Sunday morning worship. Please read and follow these 
guidelines to keep you and your church family safe.

 • Please use only the pews marked with tape and continue social distancing.
 • No gathering in the foyer before or after worship. 
 • Please use the hand sanitizer before entering the auditorium. 
 • Avoid using the song books in the back of the pews.
 • NO hugging or handshaking.
 • At the end of service, your section will be dismissed by the speaker. 
 • You can drop your contribution in the plate as you exit the auditorium.



Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, May 31st
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

John Gray

Damon Hyde

Brian Wilks

Roland Merz

Nathaniel Valle

Parker LaGrange

Byron Pogue

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

 

Church Family • Colton Bonnett, Mark Crumley, Sandra 
Johnson, Wayne Mansur, Eve Mickelson, Russ and Pat 
Molenaar, Janice Moore, Carolyn Rutherford, Norman 
and Betty Starling, The Templeton Family, Robert Wright
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie Norton, 
Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, Shirley 

Burrell, Mike Coon, Gladys Fick, Roxie Gray, Shelley 

Knickerbocker, Greg Lasley, Mary Miller, Donna Morey, 

Shana Morse, Jerry Naegele, Rocky Pinson, Dennis 

Tilley, Barbara Valle

Prayer Updates
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We will continue to have our evening study 

on Facebook and YouTube at this time. Be 

sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday
We will continue to have our evening Bible 

study on Facebook and YouTube at this 

time. Be sure to join us online at 7:00pm.

New to the Prayer List
• Mark Crumley needs prayers for some more tests 
he had. Please pray for good results

• Sandra Johnson will be having some procedures 
over the next few weeks. Please keep her in your 
prayers.

• Roxie Gray, Debbie Strickland’s sister, is now in 
a care facility in Midland. Her condition has not 
improved but she is in good hands.

• Rocky Pinson, a friend of Myra Fox, needs 
prayers. 

• Shirley Burrell, Daryl Burrell’s mother, had a 
successful knee replacement surgery on Tuesday. 
Please keep her in your prayers as she recovers.

• Shelley Knickerbocker, Rich & Carol Nelson’s 
daughter-in-law Lindsey Nelson’s sister, was 
diagnosed with cancer. She’ll begin treatments in 
Boston.

Sympathy
We want to express our deepest sympathy to Janice 
Moore, and the entire Moore and Merz families in 
the loss of Grady Moore on Friday, May 22nd, 2020. 
Grady was a dear friend and wonderful shepherd to 
the flock here for so many years. His memorial service 
was this past Tuesday, May 26th, here at the building.

• Jerry Naegele, Peggy Hinelsey’s uncle and 
Vivian Hinesley’s brother-in-law, was put on 
hospice. Please keep the family in your prayers.

• Colton Bonnett had outpatient surgery this 
past week. Please keep him in your prayers as he 
recovers.


