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What’s Your Story?
By Jacob Rutledge

When I was a child, my mother used to read me a story called “Dinosaur Dream” by author Dennis Nolan. 
It was a wonderful tale of a young boy who is surprised to discover an infant dinosaur scratching at his 
door one night. The book covers their adventure as young Gideon attempts to lead the creature back 
home. Recently, I bought the same book for my son and read it to him at night. I love a good story (I have 
a feeling you do too). I love good story tellers. If you’re like me, when your listening to someone speak, 
nothing piques your interest more than to suddenly hear them begin a story. 
 Stories help us to see our life from a grand perspective. They allow us to see individual moments 
of heartache and joy as simply chapters in a greater book still being told. If we fail to see this big pic-
ture, then it often makes life more difficult as we see no greater purpose or meaning. 
       The apostle Paul saw his life and work from this vantage point. In Titus 1:1-3 he writes, 

 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their  
 knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies,  
 promised before the ages began and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching  
 with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior.

No doubt, Paul saw his life as a stroke in the great canvas of God’s redemptive purpose for history. From 
these few verses we witness three truths Paul understood about his place in God’s story: 

1. He understood his identity. Paul was an apostle of Jesus. He was a servant of God. There was no doubt 
in his mind as to who he was. Previously he persecuted the church, but now he proclaimed the gospel. 
What’s important to note is that Paul didn’t see his image in view of what others said, or what culture 
pressured him to be, but in who God said he was. Like any good story, the characters discover who they 
are in relationship to a grander purpose—it was the same for Paul, and it is the same for us. We are God’s 
elect. 
2. He understood his purpose. Paul believed he was a particular person for a particular purpose: “For 
the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth.” He was who he was, not to serve his 
own self-interest, but to bless and benefit the faith of others. Often, we seek to define who we are so that 
we can better create our own course apart from others. Yet the heroes in every story look to the needs 
of others above their own (Jesus being the greatest example). 
3. He understood his goal.  Paul knew where the story ended: “In hope of eternal life.” He was a particular 
person, for a particular purpose, headed toward a particular goal. Just as you know good will always 
triumph, Paul was secure in the end of this story as well. His confidence didn’t come from faith in his own 
ability, but in God’s promise and person: God made a promise, before time, and he cannot lie. 

Where is your story headed? Do you understand who you are in light of the cross? Do you understand 
your purpose in this world? Do you know where you are going and where your story will end? If not, it’s 
time to start seeing the bigger picture, and find your place in the story God is telling. 



Today’s Lesson Titles
A.M. • Consider This: The Lillies of the Field
P. M. • The Mission of God: Acts 11
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Sunday AM 95

May Birthdays This Week
May 31st • Evan Kinser & Joel Walker

Visitors • We are so glad you’re 
here!  Please take a visitor packet from 
the back of the pew in front of you or 
the back table. Please fill out the card 
inside and leave it in your pew when you 
leave so we can have a record of your 
attendance.

Welcome Back
We have missed each of you so much during this pandemic. We are looking forward to 
worshipping together on Sunday mornings with you and continuing to study online on Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings, as we have been doing. There are a few things we want to remind 
you of for those who are able to attend Sunday morning worship. Please read and follow these 
guidelines to keep you and your church family safe.

 • Please use only the pews marked with blue tape. Remain 6ft apart from other families.
 • No gathering in the foyer before or after worship. 
 • Please use the hand sanitizer before entering the auditorium. 
 • Avoid using the song books in the back of the pews.
 • NO hugging or handshaking.
 • At the end of service, your section will be dismissed by the speaker. 
 • You can drop your contribution in the plate as you exit the auditorium.

Reminders
We are continuing to accept food pantry and baby 
item donations at this time. You can leave them here 
when you come for worship or bring them to the office 
during the week.



Privileged to Serve
Sunday Morning, May 24th
Announcements

Song Leaders

Opening Prayer

Leading Communion

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Charles Smith

Keith Mauck

Rich Nelson

Roland Merz

Quinn Mauck

Jacob Rutledge

Byron Pogue

Sunday Evening

Keep In Your Prayers

 

Church Family • Mark Crumley Family, Wayne 
Mansur, Eve Mickelson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, 
Grady & Janice Moore, Carolyn Rutherford, 
Norman and Betty Starling, The Templeton 
Family, Robert Wright
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & 
Caroline Little

Family & Friends of the Church • Pat 
Balderas, Shirley Burrell, Mike Coon, Gladys 
Fick, Roxie Gray, Greg Lasley, Mary Miller, 
Donna Morey, Shana Morse, Jerry Naegele, 
Dennis Tilley, Barbara Valle

Prayer Updates
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We will continue to have our evening study 

on Facebook and YouTube at this time. Be 

sure to join us online at 6:00pm.

Wednesday
We will continue to have our evening Bible 

study on Facebook and YouTube at this 

time. Be sure to join us online at 7:00pm.

New to the Prayer List

•  Mark Crumley needs prayers for some more tests 
he had. Please pray for good results.

•  Jerry Naegele, Peggy Hinesley’s uncle and 
Vivian Hinesley’s brother-in-law, was put on 
hospice care. Please keep the family in your 
prayers.

•  Robert Wright had a successful surgery last 
Thursday, May 14th. He will be recovering for a 
couple of weeks, please keep him in your prayers.

•  Gladys Fick, Mary Williams sister, was able to 
come home this past Sunday.

•  Roxie Gray, Debbie Strickland’s sister, is now in 
a care facility in Midland. Her condition has not 
improved, but she is well taken care of. Please 
continue to keep her in your prayers.

•  Shirley Burrell, Daryl Burrell’s mother, had a 
successful knee replacement surgery on Tuesday. 
Please keep her in your prayers as she recovers.

•  We were informed on Wednesday that Grady 
Moore is not doing well. The family has requested 
prayers for Grady and for them during this difficult 
time.


