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Quaretine: God’s Fish in 2020 
By Parker LaGrange

 Recently the story of Jonah has resonated with me in ways it never had before. As I think about 
the situation we find ourselves in, it strikes me that what God did to Jonah is possibly what is happening 
to us today. I know I can’t speak for God, but I see some comparisons that have really started to open 
my eyes and made me realize that I can relate to him.
 We all know the story of Jonah. One simple way to describe the story is Jonah runs away from 
God, Jonah runs to God, Jonah runs with God, and Jonah runs ahead of God. God has seen Nineveh 
turn from Him, follow their own lusts and pleasures, and live a life full of vanity because He is not present 
in their lives. He called Jonah to go and preach repentance. As we know Jonah absolutely did not want 
to go to Nineveh. Who would? God did say this great city ’s wickedness has come up before Him. Are 
our cities much different?
 Imagine what God could say about the cities that we live in. “Parker, arise, go to Dripping 
Springs.” “Arise, go to Austin the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before 
Me.” We live in cities that have turned from Him, many people have followed their own lusts and 
pleasures, and are living lives full of vanity because He is not present in their lives, just like Nineveh. 
 We clearly see Jonah running away from what God asked him to do. Jonah made every effort to 
NOT go. If we’re evaluating ourselves honestly, have we made more of an effort to share God’s 
message, or skip around it? And hear me out… maybe this great quarantine of 2020 is God’s way 
putting our nation in the belly of a fish. God had to close the mouth of the fish to open the heart of 
Jonah. Maybe He is doing it again with us.
 So what happens next? We know what happens next for Jonah. I mean what happens next with 
us? How are we going to respond once we get out of “the belly of the fish?” Are we going to preach a 
message of repentance to those who need to hear it? Or are we going to go back to our daily grind 
of forgetting what is actually important in this world? Friends, let’s go preach! Let’s get out of our comfort 
zones. We all know we’re not growing anything there. Do something that pushes us. Let’s renew the old 
commandment to make disciples. 
 Friends, for most of my life I’ve been running away from what God has wanted me to do. It ’s time 
to stop running. This strange situation of being in quarantine might be the best thing to ever happen to 
us. This could be our great fish Jonah needed. This could get us back to fishing for men. Maybe God is 
closing the mouth of the fish to open up our hearts.
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Keep In Your Prayers
Church Family • Mark & Valorie Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Noah Gray, Eve Mickelson, Russ and Pat 
Molenaar, Grady & Janice Moore, Nick Pawelka, 
Stephanie Reed, Margaret Tilley, Norman and Betty 
Starling, Bob Templeton, The Walker Family
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & 
Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, Tom 
Barthel,  Faith Beamon, Betty Bufkin, Timmy Burchfield, 
Shirley Burrell, Charles Cauley, Mike Coon, Vincent 
Ewald, Susan Fox, Jerry Naegele, Nancy Harlan, Gary & 
Carol Heinemann, Butch Jennings, Greg Lasley, Scarlett 
Mansur, Mary Miller, Marvin Mills, Gary & Sandra Mont-
gomery, Shana Morse, Jerry Naegele, Regina Sanchez, 
Margie Simmons, John Suter Sr., Ariana Stainitis, Mike 
Taylor,  Dennis Tilley, Pat Fielding-Tweedie, Mike Tyrrell, 
Barbara Valle, Tommy Williamson
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Prayer Updates
•  Nick Pawelka was finally able to come home 
after being stuck in Peru. 

For the Record  
March 22

Contribution...............$10, 014

March 29
Contribution..................$5,237

We have set up online giving to facilitate our 
contributions by going to this URL: 

https://dschurchofchrist.com/give-online/ 
Or you can mail your contribution to the church 

office: PO Box 1 Dripping Springs, TX 78620.  
•  Marie Balderson is back at Ledgestone.  She is 
bruised and getting around with a walker, but other-
wise doing well. She will have physical therapy soon.

•  Continue to keep these in your prayers:  Marvin 
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Mark Crumley following 
heart surgery,   Valorie Crumley is still experiencing 
problems with her neck, Grady & Janice Moore, 
Phyllis Joiner’s sister, Bob & Judy Templeton.

Please remember to subscribe to our 
YouTube channel and to check our Facebook 

page for information on live video feeds. You can 
also find updates on the church website.

Pulpit Youth & Family

•  Jerry Naegele, a relative of the Hinesleys, was 
just diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. 

•  Wayne & Violet Mansur’s grandaughter, Scarlett, 
is struggling with some illness. Please keep her in 


