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We’re in This Together
By Jacob Rutledge

At the signing of the Declaration of Independence, Benjamin Franklin reminded his fellow
patriots, “We must all hang together, or most assuredly, we shall all hang separately.” It was a
blunt reminder—not only of the risks that our forefathers took as they signed this new
document—but also how this newfound freedom was dependent on the unity of this small band
of brothers. Truth, freedom, and unity are inseparable partners; this was true for America, and its
true for the church as well.
 Currently the church is enduring a crisis. We are separated by an invisible foe, unable to
assemble to worship and encourage each other in the most holy faith. For the faithful Christian,
this seems so unnatural. It isn’t ideal or preferred, but an unfortunate necessity for the time
being. Yet, even though we are apart, we realize we are “Together in spirit” (Col. 2:5). Our unity
is more important than ever. As Franklin said, we must hang in this together or we will hang
separately. We are doing what we can to stay in touch through our virtual worship services, as
well as weekly calls and other virtual meetups. We hope and pray that this will soon end, and we
can be together once again.
 This time has reminded me about how important our bond in Christ really is. While we
might have a strong emphasis on independence in our nation, we also realize we can’t make it to
heaven on our own. We need each other for encouragement and strength during difficult
hours—this is why we assemble in the first place (Heb. 10:24-25). Holy and righteous living is a
declaration of freedom from the oppressive powers of sin (John 8:36) and in order for us to
maintain this spiritual liberty, our “band of brotherhood” must stand strong.
 This won’t be the last time that we go through something like this. The world is fallen
and under the sway of the wicked one (1 John 5:19). So, if the church hopes to survive, we must
maintain our focus on cross-centered living. We must cultivate the fruits of the spirit—love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—while we are
apart so that they can thrive when we unite once again. We must meditate, study, and read the
word of God so that our spirits don’t grow weak in the face of such hardship (2 Tim. 2:15).
Diligence, endurance, and resilience are characteristics we all must possess during this hour.
Don’t give up church! This too shall pass. Trust in God. Love the brotherhood. Remain united
and steadfast in your faith. We’re in this together. The Grace of our God be with you all.
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Keep In Your Prayers
Church Family • Mark & Valorie Crumley, Sarah 
Crumley, Nelawyn Dalley, Eve Mickelson, Russ and Pat 
Molenaar, Grady & Janice Moore, Stephanie Reed, 
Norman and Betty Starling, Bob Templeton, The Walker 
Family
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie Norton, 
Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, Tom 
Barthel,  Faith Beamon, The Bowlin Family, Betty Bufkin, 
Timmy Burchfield, Shirley Burrell, Charles Cauley, Mike 
Coon, Vincent Ewald, Susan Fox, Jerry Naegele, Nancy 
Harlan, Gary & Carol Heinemann, Butch Jennings, Greg 
Lasley, Scarlett Mansur, Mary Miller, Marvin Mills, Gary 
& Sandra Montgomery, Donna Morey, Shana Morse, 
Jerry Naegele, Barbara Pair, Regina Sanchez, Margie 
Simmons, John Suter Sr., Ariana Stainitis, Mike Taylor,  
Dennis Tilley, Pat Fielding-Tweedie, Barbara Valle, 
Tommy Williamson
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Prayer Updates
For the Record  

April 12th

Contribution...............$6,891

April 19th
Contribution..................$5,700

We have set up online giving to facilitate our 
contributions by going to this URL: 

https://dschurchofchrist.com/give-online/ 
Or you can mail your contribution to the church 

office: PO Box 1 Dripping Springs, TX 78620. 

*We now have a mail slot on the north office door if 
you’d like to drop your contribution off there. 

Please remember to subscribe to our 
YouTube channel and to check our Facebook 

page for information on live video feeds. You can 
also find updates on the church website.

Pulpit Youth & Family

•  Bob Templeton was moved to a Memory Care 
Facility. Please keep Bob and Judy in your prayers.

•  Lon Calvert’s mother needs prayers for some 
serious health issues right now. Please keep her 
husband and Lon in your prayers as well.

•  Wayne Mansur needs prayers for his health. 

•  Betty Starling fell and broke her hip last  
Wednesday night, the 15th. She had a successful 
surgery. Please keep her in your prayers.


