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Doing What We Can Do 
By Gary Henry - WordPoints.com

“For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to                        
what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12).

STRANGE AS IT SOUNDS, WE ACCOMPLISH THE GREATEST THINGS SPIRITUALLY WHEN WE LEARN 
TO WORK WITHIN OUR LIMITS. If we expend our energy fretting about our obstacles and complaining 
about our limitations, we’ll do little lasting good; yet when we accept our limits and get busy gratefully 
doing what we are, in fact, able to do, productive things start to happen.

On one hand, the realization that God doesn’t expect of us anything we can’t do should relieve us of 
a great deal of stress. But on the other hand, the realization that God does expect of us what we can 
do ought to be a stimulant. When the time for judgment comes, our Judge will be concerned with what 
we’ve done with our abilities, the possibilities He placed before us. Even now, we can already see the 
harm that has come from failing to do little things in a timely fashion, things that were certainly doable 
at the moment we chose not to do them. A human lifetime eventually accumulates from these moments, 
and eternity will be the ultimate outworking of all these choices we’re making right now.

If we’re serious about making spiritual progress, one of the most helpful things we can do is meditate on 
the virtue of “resourcefulness.” One old-fashioned definition says that resourcefulness is “figuring out how 
to do a lot with a little.” In regard to spiritual things, we surely do need to be more resourceful, don’t 
we? Teddy Roosevelt used to say, “Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.” Applying that 
good advice to our spiritual lives, we can learn to grasp the simple, doable things that lie right before 
us and resourcefully squeeze the maximum good out of each moment. We grow toward God by just 
such steps.

British writer Lawrence Durrell once said in an interview, “It ’s idle to strive for things out of your reach, just 
as it ’s utterly immoral to be slothful about the qualities you have.” This principle is as true in the spiritual 
life as it is in the craft of writing. If a thing is not possible, neither is it necessary. What is necessary is the 
doing of what we can do.

“I am only one, but I am one. I can’t do everything, but I can do something. And what I can do, I ought 
to do. And what I ought to do, by the grace of God, I shall do” (Edward Everett Hale).
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Keep In Your Prayers
Church Family • Mark & Valorie Crumley, Sarah Crum-
ley, Noah Gray, Eve Mickelson, Russ and Pat Molenaar, 
Grady & Janice Moore, Nick Pawelka, Stephanie Reed, 
Margaret Tilley, Norman and Betty Starling, Bob Tem-
pleton, The Walker Family
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Longhorn Village • Marvin Crumley 
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, Elsie 
Norton, Shirley Scott, Marie Balderson, Jon & 
Caroline Little
Family & Friends of the Church • Pat Balderas, Tom 
Barthel,  Faith Beamon, Betty Bufkin, Timmy Burchfield, 
Shirley Burrell, Charles Cauley, Mike Coon, Vincent 
Ewald, Susan Fox, Nancy Harlan, Gary & Carol 
Heinemann, Butch Jennings, Greg Lasley, Mary 
Miller, Marvin Mills, Gary & Sandra Montgomery, Shana 
Morse, Jerry NaegeleRegina Sanchez, Margie Simmons, 
John Suter Sr., Ariana Stainitis, Mike Taylor,  Dennis Tilley, 
Pat Fielding-Tweedie, Barbara Valle, Tommy Williamson
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Prayer Updates
•  Please keep Nick Pawelka in your prayers.  He 
traveled to Peru and is stuck after the borders and 
airports were suddenly closed.  He is doing well 
and is in contact with Tom and Leslie

For the Record  
March 15 

Sunday AM.................98               
Contribution...............$4,754

March 22
Sunday AM...................
Contribution..................$10,014

We have set up online giving to facilitate our 
contributions by going to this URL: https://

dschurchofchrist.com/give-online/ 
Or you can mail your contribution to the church 

office: PO Box 1 Dripping Springs, TX 78620.  

•  Marie Balderson had a fall in her home last week.  
She is bruised and getting around with a walker, but 
otherwise doing well.

•  Continue to keep these in your prayers:  Marvin 
Crumley, Mark Crumley following heart surgery,   
Valorie Crumley is still experiencing problems with 
her neck, Grady & Janice Moore, Phyllis Joiner’s 
sister, Bob & Judy Templeton.

Please remember to subscribe to our 
YouTube channel and to check our Facebook 
page for information on live video feeds.  You 
can also find updates on the church website.

•  Please keep Mike Tyrrell in your prayers .  Mike is 
a friend of Damon and Tara, who is battling cancer 
and not doing well at this time.


