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Beauty is in the Eye of the Creator
By Jacob Rutledge
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We’ve heard the phrase “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” Often this is said to justify different 
taste in art, music, architecture, etc. In other words, two individuals may look at a piece of art in two 
completely different ways—one repulsed, the other attracted—based on their own perceptions. Is 
something beautiful? It depends on who you ask. 
 When we open our Bibles, it doesn’t take us very long to discover what God views as beau-
tiful. Not surprisingly, His perception is often at odds with man’s. For example, Adam and Eve were 
attracted to the pleasure of the forbidden fruit and the wisdom that it promised (Gen. 3:6), yet God 
desired obedience. Their submission to His will, and their choice to walk with Him in faith, was far more 
beautiful than their temporary pleasure and independence. Later in the book of Genesis we see the 
nations banning together to create a tower which would grant them great power and honor (11:4). 
No doubt, they considered this tower to be a thing of beauty and grandeur; yet God considered it 
an appalling act of rebellion that most likely would result in untold human suffering (Gen. 11:6). Much 
later, in 1 Samuel 15, Saul was instructed to completely destroy the Amalekites—including their ani-
mals—and yet he kept the best of the flock and their king (15:9). His excuse was that he planned to 
give these as sacrifices to the Lord (15:15). No doubt, Saul and the people thought this would be a 
beautiful thing to give to the Lord, but Samuel quickly rebuked such a mentality (1 Sam. 15:22-23). 
 All of these examples show us a very important truth: God’s view of beauty is often far different 
from our own. As he would later tell Samuel as he looked at a wiry young man who would one day be 
king: “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). Peter 
reminded Christian women that it isn’t the outward beauty that God was concerned with, but their 
inward character and humility (1 Pet. 3:4). Beauty, it seems, is quite different in the eye of the Creator. 
 One final example solidifies this point. In Exodus 20:25 God gives what seems like odd instruc-
tions concerning altars: “If you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stones, for if 
you wield your tool on it you profane it” (Ex. 20:25). Notice that the stones that the Israelites were to 
use for an altar of worship were to be untouched by man’s tools. Why? Wouldn’t it make more sense 
to smooth the stones out, chisel some designs into them, and make them look at beautiful as possible 
for the worship of God? Maybe to us; but to the Lord, such actions would be as profanity to Him. 
 What can we take from this? In our lives and worship we should always be careful about what 
we view as beautiful when we offer it to our God. What we may see as a thing of wonder, God might 
actually abhor (Luke 16:15). Particularly in regard to worship, are we giving God the unhewn stones 
of a thankful, grace-filled heart in singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)? Or, are we adding elements that he 
never asked for—instruments, praise bands, and rock concerts? These may seem beautiful to us, but 
from whose vantage point? Our own, or our creator? As we seek true beauty—obedience, humility, 
and faith—let us constantly go to the one standard which shows us God’s heart: His eternal word. 



Today’s Lesson Titles

Bible Class Schedule

Mark Your Calendar

Youth Events

A.M. • Therefore, Let Us Run! - Cory Collins
P. M. •  A Savior Who Touches Sinners - Cory Collins

Sunday 9:30 • Lessons from Genesis - Jacob Rutledge
Sunday (High School) 9:30 • “The Domino Effect ” - John Gray
Wednesday 7:00 • “The Domino Effect ” - The Elders
Wednesday (High School) 7:00 • Gospel of Mark - Parker LaGrange

Feb. 17th • Today is the deadline to sign up and pay for the ladies retreat. Please give your 
money to Tammy Hyde or the office staff.
Feb. 17th-20th • Gospel Meeting with guest speaker Cory Collins.
Feb. 21st • Good Samaritans
Feb. 26th • Ladies Bible Study at Anita Merz home, Tammy Hyde will lead our devotional. 
Feb. 28th • Men’s Bible Study at Robert Wright ’s home.
Feb. 28th-March 3rd • If you would like to attend the Arise Spiritual Workshop, go online to 
Southwest church of Christ ’s website (www.swcofc.org) and RSVP.

         
 Leadership

Elders

Ministers

Deacons

Tracy Frisinger
Roland Merz Kelly Miller

Bill Hyde

Randy Banks
Stephen Estrada
John Gray
Damon Hyde

Matt Walker
Winston Kinser

Jacob Rutledge Parker LaGrange

Brian Wilks
Robert Wright

Jay Kelsey Tim Wright

For the Record
February 3rd

February 10th

Sunday AM 173

Sunday AM 177

Contribution $9,072

Contribution $7,758

Every Wednesday
Friends in Faith Dinner 6:15pm
Every Sunday
Bible Bowl Practice 5:00pm
Feb. 22nd • Guys game night at the building.
Feb. 25th • Monday Night Devo.
March 2nd • Youth day at Riverside church of Christ

• If you would like a copy of the One Word Study Devotional 
book through the church they are $5.50 and there is a sign 

up sheet on the back table. Please makes checks payable 
to the church and give them to the office staff. This book 

will compliment our Sunday evening worship study.

• If you are interested in mentoring one of the young 
people here, please be sure to fill out an applica-
tion and turn it in to Parker ’s box outside his office. 
The deadline for signing up is the end of February. 
This program is a great opportunity to bridge the 
gap between our younger and older generations 
and we are looking forward to the fruit that it will 
bear! 3

Announcements



Privileged to Serve
Sunday, February 10th

Ladies Room 101 Duty

Wednesday, February 13th

Morning
Announcements

Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Russell Speir

Damon Hyde

Winston Kinser

Lon Calvert

Cory Collins

Don Stafford

Evening
Song Leader

Opening Prayer

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Roland Merz

Matt Hand

Cory Collins

Joel Wilkinson

Lord’s Table  
Roland Merz

Stephen Estrada

Harrison Gray

Matthew Walker

Joel Walker

Byron Pogue

Russell Speir

Joe Williamson

Opening Prayer

Song Leader

Speaker

Closing Prayer

David Nuckels

Brian Wilks

Cory Collins

Don Stafford

February               
Violet Mansur, Linda Miller, 
Stephanie Reed, Diane Williamson, 
Tracy Wright
March
Sheri Bangs, Carolyn Gully, Suzanne
Hallam, Kelly Stoots, Weslea Wilks

Sick Updates
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Keep In Your Prayers
Church Family • Lowell Adams, Mark 
Crumley, Winston Kinser, Grady & Janice 
Moore, Roberta Morris, Norman & Betty 

Starling, The Walker Family, Richard Wright
Shut-ins & Other Needs • Nelawyn Dalley, 
Tom Hickey, Alene McNair
HCC Resident • Nancy Wallace
Lavender Springs Residents • Marvin & 
Mary Crumley
Ledgestone Residents • Elaine Hartzog, 
Elsie Norton, Shirley Scott
Family & Friends of the Church • 
the Allen Family, Pat Balderas, Faith Bea-
mon, Mike Coon, Gary & Carol Heinemann, 
Monty & Linda McNair, Gary & Sandra 
Montgomery, Mary Moore, Carol Peden, 
Andrew Sanchez, Regina Sanchez, Sylba 
Lee Storm, Dennis & Nita Tilley, Barbara 
Valle, Gary Williamson, Tommy Williamson, 

Tim Allen was able to go home from 
the hospital. His son, Will, is still in 
the hospital with spinal cord injuries. 

Montey McNair, a former member who 
has been battling pancreatic cancer, 
will be put hospice this Wednesday.


