
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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It is a passage quoted at nearly every 
funeral, “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints” (Psalm 
116:15). It sounds beautiful and poetic. 
It seems to suggest that death, in spite 
of how it feels, is not really such a bad 
thing. But is any death really 
“precious” in God’s sight? What does 
that mean? Let’s re-examine this      
passage a bit. 
 
How It’s Used 
I am sure I’ve quoted this passage   
several times in funeral ceremonies. 
And I’m sure I will quote it many more 
times, but I will never again quote it 
without explaining the context and the 
meaning. I had always taken this pas-
sage to mean something like, “God is 
pleased when his saints die and come 
home to him.” Or perhaps, “In God’s 
sight, the death of his saints is really a 
good thing and not a bad thing.” 
 
Is that really what we want to be     
telling people who are grieving, that 
God thinks this is a good thing? That 
God is happy about their loved one’s 
death? I suppose it might be easier to 
accept that interpretation if we are   
talking about someone who lived a 
long life, but what about a 35-year-old 
mother of three? Is her death really a 
good thing in God’s sight? 
 
The Context 
Psalm 116 is not a long Psalm. And it’s 
not hard to understand the overall 
meaning. Go read it. I’ll wait. 
 

Ok, now that you’ve read it, you can 
probably see the whole Psalm is prais-
ing God for a life preserved. It’s about 
being saved from death, not about 
death being a good thing.  The psalmist 
wrote about an occasion on which he 
almost died, saying, “The snares of 
death encompassed me; the pangs of 
Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered dis-
tress and anguish” (vs. 3). Sheol is the 
realm of the dead. The psalmist is say-
ing he was in the grip of death. 
 
The psalmist cried out to the Lord, “O 
Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” (vs. 4). 
When the Bible (especially the Old 
Testament) talks about the “soul,” it is 
simply talking about a person’s life in 
the most natural sense. A person’s 
“soul” is simply his being, his          
existence, his life. So, the psalmist 
cried out for God to save him from dy-
ing. 
 
Then, in exuberant praise, the psalmist 
declares that the Lord did save him (vs. 
6). And the Lord saved him because 
the Lord is gracious, righteous, and 
merciful (vs. 5). Now the psalmist’s 
soul can rest because he has been 
saved from death (vs. 7). He is no 
longer anxious or afraid as he was   
before. 
 
Verses 8 and 9 are the most telling: 
“For you have delivered my soul from 
death, my eyes from tears, my feet 
from stumbling; I will walk before the 
Lord in the land of the living.” Read 
that last line one more time, “I will 
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walk before the Lord in the land of 
the living.” The psalmist did not die 
as he thought he might, that’s the 
whole point of the psalm. 
 
The psalmist continues in his praise to 
God for saving his life, wondering 
what sort of gift he should give to 
God to show his gratitude. He    
promises he will be faithful to the 
Lord, paying his vows and offering 
sacrifices of thanksgiving. All this 
praise      because God kept him from 
dying. 
 
The Meaning of “Precious” 
So we are left wondering, why would 
a person say his own death would be 
“precious” in God’s sight in the    
context of saying how horrible death 
is and how thankful he is to have been 
saved from it? 
 
Perhaps we need to look deeper into 
this word translated “precious.” It 
simply means something is expen-
sive, rare, or costly. It does not mean 
something is loved or adored.  The 
 
 
 

word means the thing in   question 
isn’t something to be ambivalent 
about or taken lightly. Which, of 
course, is precisely what the psalmist 
is saying: God doesn’t take the death 
of his saints lightly. God values his 
saints and their death is a costly 
thing in his sight. Which is why, in 
the case of this particular psalm, God 
preserved the life of his saint. 
 
Applying the Psalm 
After understanding the context of the 
psalm, a person might think twice 
before reading it at a funeral. But then 
again, it is an incredibly appropriate 
passage to read at the funeral of a 
Christian (as long as its meaning is 
explained). 
 
The death of any of God’s people is 
not something he takes lightly.  In 
God’s sight, the death of a           
ninety-year-old is just as “costly” as 
the death of a twenty-year-old.      
Human beings somehow think the 
death of a twenty-year-old is  
somehow more costly, but God  
 
 
 

doesn’t seem to think so. He takes all 
death seriously. He takes death so 
seriously that he sent his son to earth 
to defeat death.   
 
As Christians, our confident expecta-
tion is that God will save us all from 
death. Because of the atoning blood 
of Jesus, we are God’s saints and all 
of his saints will once again “walk 
before the Lord in the land of the   
living.” Our hope is in the             
Resurrection. Like Lazarus, Jesus 
may not save us from dying, but he 
will most certainly save us from 
staying dead. We will be raised   
never to die again. 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in him, though that 
person dies, he will live again (John 
11:25). We no longer fear death,   
because death has been, is being, and 
will be defeated (see 1 Corinthians 
15). We no longer fear death, because 
we will be saved from it. We will be 
saved because, “Gracious is the Lord, 
and righteous; our God 
is merciful” (Psalm 116:5). 

Sermon Outline  
The Life of Faith  

 

 ____________________ despite _________________________ 

 Faith is trusting in the ________________, purpose, and plan of God regardless of 

________________ circumstances. 

 It is a call to trust in a Lord to restore what the Locust have ___________________ (Joel 2:12-25). 

 Really, faith is about the ability to see the beauty of God’s ______________ in spite of the brutal 

reality of the ______________.  

 ___________________ out in _____________________ 

 Lament lays the ground work for faith; to hurt _______________, and still turn to God in the pain. 

 Often faith cries out and mourns, because it knows what can be, what should be, and what will be, 

but it never dismisses _________________. 

 _____________________ in _______________________ 

 While some who profess faith like to act as if they have it all together, the reality is that this life is 

one of constant _____________________. 

 Repentance isn’t a one-time act, but a ___________________.  

 Finding ___________________________ in God 

 Absolute destitution gives way to abundant ________________ because God _____________ on 

behalf of His people (Joel 2:23-27).  

 Here we discover the heart of the life of faith: finding satisfaction and _____________ in God 

_________________.  
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For the Record  
Week of  May 6 
Sunday AM ....................... 170 
Contribution ............... $7,402 

Week of  May 13 
Sunday AM ....................... 182 
Contribution .............. $7,888 

Ladies Bible Study 

May 22nd  

6:30pm  

At the home of Carla Moore 

salad bar for dinner so bring your favorite 

dressing or salad topping. 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, May 20 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer ........... Keith Mauck 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Paul Brown 

Evening  
Song Leader ....................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer ......... David Nuckels 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............. Don Stafford 

Lord’s Table  
Kelly Miller ................ Joel Wilkinson 
Stephen Estrada ....... Robert Wright 
Jay Kelsey ......... Darrell Underwood 
Ma  Hand ................... Russell Speir 

Wednesday, May 23 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Speaker ............................ Jay Kelsey 

Sunday, May 27 
Morning  
Announcements .......... Damon Hyde 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ....... Winston Kinser 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ...... Maverick Walker 

Evening  
Song Leader ............... Ryan Bonne  
Opening Prayer ........... Byron Pogue 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................ Gavin Valle 

Ushers  
Tim Wright ........... Ma hew Walker 

Building Lockup 
Charles Smith .............. Randy Banks 

Communion Prepara on 
Darrell Underwood ........ Gavin Valle 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
May: Doyla Burrell, Phyllis Joiner, 
Carla Moore, Carolyn Rutherford 
June: Tara Hyde, Leslie Speir, Jeri 
Belyea, Marilyn Wilkinson 
July: Jamie Wright, Bonnie Walker, 
Diane Williamson, Vikki Fox 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Paul & Lolly Brown, 
Mary Crumley, Peggy Hinesley, Cora 
Jonas, Grady & Janice Moore, Byron 
Pogue, Frank Simone , Norman & 
Be y Starling 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Nelawyn Dalley, Tom Hickey, Alene 
McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Lavender Springs Residents 
Marvin & Mary Crumley 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Tom Barthel, Amanda Dennie, Carye 
Barker ‐ Dowell, Ray Frisinger, Carol 
Hiennman, Bridgi e Hurlbut, James 
Gee, Hank Karr, Lura (Stovall) Lyles, 
Monty & Linda McNair, Gary & Sandra 
Montgomery, Mary Moore,  
Edward O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, 
Bruce Robin, Andrew Sanchez, Regina 
Sanchez, Shirley Sco , Mary Sharp,  
Lisa Shepard, Dennis Tilley, Barbara 
Valle, Don Walker, Gary Williamson, 
Tommy Williamson 

Bereavement: Doyla Burrell & Family 

New to Prayer List 
Judy Barthel, mother of Doyla Burrell, 
passed from this world Thursday  
morning. As we are saddened to hear 
of her passing, we can rejoice that she 
is no longer in pain and is with our 
Heavenly Father. We will keep you 
posted on the memorial / funeral  
arrangements as we receive them. 

Cora Jonas was transported  
Wednesday to Encompass Health  
South Rehabilita on Hospital where 
she will remain un l she gets her 
strength back due to a virus that 
caused dehydra on. She is scheduled 
for a knee replacement on June 11, so 
they need her to be strong. 

Bruce Robin, father of Neal & Elissa 
Frisinger suffered a major heart a ack 
today and is not doing well.  

Lolly Brown is scheduled for shoulder 
surgery on Tuesday, May 22nd at 1:00. 

Peggy Hinesley is scheduled for surgery 
on July 11th. 

Announcements 
John Gray’s Fellowship Care Group 
Meets Today  

Ladies’ Bible Study will be Tuesday, 

May 22nd at 6:30pm at the home of 
Carla Moore. We will have a salad bar 
for dinner so bring your favorite dress‐
ing or salad topping. 

In need of a host for this week’s Friends 
in Faith dinner (Wednesday, May 23rd.) 
Please see Nichole if you are interested 
in volunteering.  

VBS Post Cards are on the back table in 
the auditorium, so if you could pick up 
a few and mail them out to family, 
friends, or hand them out to neighbors 
so that we may get the word out to our 
community about our upcoming VBS. 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ VBS Planning Mee ng; 4:30pm 
in the auditorium for all Teachers,  
Helpers & anyone who wants to  
Volunteer  

TODAY ‐ Ma hew Lovelace’s  
Gradua on Celebra on; following 
evening worship in Room 101 (All are 
invited) 

May 22 ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study; 6:30pm at 
the home of Carla Moore. 

Jun 3 ‐ First Sunday Focus & Fellowship 
Potluck (details to follow) 

Jun 7 ‐ Good Samaritans; 9:30am in 
room 101 (all are welcome) 

Youth Calendar  
Youth Singing Class & Dinner will  
Resume A er the Summer Break 

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
every Monday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  

TODAY ‐ Pew Packers (NEW TIME)  
before evening worship at 5:45pm 

Jun 10‐15 ‐ Camp Hensel 

Jun 25‐27 ‐ VBS;  Jesus Christ: Chief  
Hero of Faith 

Jul 8‐11 ‐ DSCofC Mission Trip to  
Arkansas (details to follow) 

Jul 22‐27 ‐ Peach Valley Camp 

Aug 3‐5 ‐ Discipleship University 

Lesson Titles for Today 
A.M.—  The Life of Faith 

P.M.— Four Ways to Crucify Yourself  


