
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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In preparing for my sermon this past Sun-
day, I ran across a quote from Kyle Snod-
grass in his book Who God Says You Are: 
“Conversion is an autobiographical revi-
sion.” I like that. Wouldn’t it be nice to 
rewrite the past? What if we could take 
our most embarrassing moments and  
reframe them? In the revision, that  
awkward joke we told actually made  
people laugh; or, that off color comment 
we made never left our lips. More  
Importantly, the lie we told—which 
caused so much pain and confusion for 
those we love most—suddenly became a 
moment where we told the truth and 
avoided the heartache. That time when we 
gave in to momentary lust and were  
unfaithful to our spouse suddenly is  
rewritten and we refused the advances of 
another. Maybe that conversation you had 
with a friend, where you had a chance to 
mention Jesus but were too afraid,        
suddenly becomes a time when you were  
courageous enough to speak up. It might 
not even be something you have done, but 
something done to you. We are both  
victims and victimizers. 

Unfortunately, the past is written in 
permanent marker; no Magic Eraser,  
Oxi-Clean, or Tide-to-Go pen can erase 
what’s been done. People write  
autobiographies, not to create the past, but 
to record it. Even if they reframe the 
events in a better light, it doesn’t change 
how things actually played out. Even 
worse, we can’t forget the past; its always 
there haunting the present and holding us 
captive to guilt, grief, and fear. Our past 
often defines who we are and determines 
where we are going. How oppressive our 
history can be. 
That being said, how can we possibly 
hope to be unshackled from the past? 

This week I have really focused on 
this question, hoping to discover the  

Biblical response to engaging our past. 
What I discovered was enlightening and 
empowering. The world often offers only 
two possible solutions which are both 
summarized in the popular animated 
film The Lion King: 1) The Hakuna     
Matata method of Timon and Pumba (i.e. 
forget it and move on); 2) Learn from past 
pain method of wise Rafiki (learn from it 
and move on). There may be some wis-
dom in this, but we also realize something 
more is needed. 

The gospel calls us to something  
deeper; it calls us to a God who takes our 
ruined past and redeems it. In this  
redemption, he makes our broken past a 
place of conquered grace where His glory 
is most clearly seen. Sadly, we often don’t 
see ourselves in this light. We see the  
brokenness, but we don’t see how God can 
make this better. If we could just have an 
example of a real, historical person where 
God’s grace transformed the past to make 
a better present, we could possibly believe 
it. 

Thankfully we are given that within 
the apostle Paul. The former Christian 
wrangler turned Christian witness writes in 
1 Timothy 1:12-16 about his dark past, 
God’s present grace, and the hope it brings 
for the future. Here are three ways in 
which Paul says the gospel redefines our 
past. 
Our Service is Sanctified 

From the very beginning, Paul had 
immense talent. He was trained under the 
most preeminent Jewish rabbis, knew the 
Torah extensively, and was a well-versed 
public speaker (Acts 22:3). Yet, for some 
time, those talent were used against God 
and His people; he was “kicking against 
the goads” (Acts 26:14). God had a  
purpose for his abilities, but he was using 
them in the wrong way. Sin hijacked 
Paul’s service, but through the gospel the 

HOW CAN I GET OVER THE PAST? 
Jacob Rut ledge 



Lord sanctified them for His use. In 1 
Timothy 1:12 he says that Jesus 
“judged me faithful, appointing me to 
his service.” 

While Paul’s apostolic  
appointment was a special calling that 
we don’t receive today, the gospel 
does call us into the service of Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 1:6-7). Part of this  
demands a reframing or our abilities, 
and thus our identity. Whereas  
previously our talents were used for 
the service of self, sin, and false  
religious practices, we are now “His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works” (Eph. 2:10). The 
gospel redeems our past by  
sanctifying our service. Through  
Jesus Christ we are given a greater, 
and far more glorious purpose: to 
serve him by serving others. Our  
imagination, intelligence, and  
ingenuity all become means of  
magnifying the name of our God. 
Our Sin is Justified 

Notice the word Paul uses to  
describe himself in 1:13: blasphemer, 
persecutor, and insolent opponent. 
When you look at the Greek, these 
words paint a picture, not of some 
innocent bystander, but an active,  
arrogant person who hated Jesus and 

his people. Yet, that isn’t the end of 
the verse; it gives a contrast with an 
extremely important word: “But.” He 
then gives four things which  
transformed his past: mercy, grace, 
faith, and love (13b-14). These four 
elements are the means by which our 
sins are justified (declared righteous 
before God), and thus our past is  
rectified. 

So many Christians remain  
captive to the past because they are 
constantly looking to their lack of 
perfection. They are so busy focusing 
on how bad that they are, they can’t 
see how good God is. They fail to 
recognize that their salvation isn’t 
based on their own good works, but 
on the good work of God through  
Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:19-20; 24- 
25). The gospel doesn’t make us 
forget our past, but it does make us 
forgiven. 
Our Story is Glorified 

Being justified by the grace of 
God and sanctified for His service, 
Paul now sees his life in a different 
light: instead of a broken, shattered 
series of hateful, prejudiced actions, 
he is now a storyboard for the 
“perfect patience of Jesus Christ” (v. 
16). The best conversion accounts 

have the darkest backstories.   
Without Jesus, Paul was a persecutor 
fighting against God’s kingdom,  
hating and harming himself and  
others. Yet, with the gospel, 
he became Paul the former persecutor 
who’s life was one of the greatest 
apologetic arguments for the reality 
of His Lord. 

Jesus can take a broken mess and 
make it a beautiful masterpiece by 
His grace. If we are willing to trust in 
Him, give our life to him in  
repentance, confess Him as 
Lord,  accept His mercy and  
forgiveness in baptism, we then can 
arise to “walk in the newness of 
life” (Rom. 6:4). Within Him, “Old 
things have passed away, behold all is 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Salvation is a transformation of 
who you were without Jesus, to who 
you are in Jesus. Through the gospel, 
your ruined past becomes a redeemed 
one. Only the cross can unshackle us 
from the past and give us the hope of 
a future in which all is made new 
(Rev. 21:5). 

Will you break the chains today? 

 Sermon Outline  
Who God Says You Are: Your Relationships  

 
· “Sin is, by nature, about _____________________.”  
· Because of sin we often taint/twist our relationships:  

o We ___________________ 
o We ___________________ 
o We ___________________ 
o We ___________________ 

1. Jesus is your most _________________, most _______________ relationship.  
a. The reality is that Jesus leaves no room at the ______________   (Matt. 10:34-37).  
b. We then are no longer a slave to what others think of us, but find satisfaction in what Jesus 

____________ about us.  
c. Christianity isn’t simply about proper education, but ________________ within the life, death, 

and    resurrection of Jesus.  
2. Church: The Christians New ____________________.  

a. In fact, the gospel calls us into a new community of ______________ relationships where the 
central defining factor isn’t our wealth, ethnicity, social class, intelligence, etc. but our shared 
need for __________________.  

b. As we mentioned, our relationships define us in many ways; who we spend time with, 
_______________ who we are (1 Cor. 15:33).  

c. So, our most intimate, most influential relationships should be other ___________________.  

 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  

Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  

Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Daniel Sackey 
Liberia, West Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

Life Verlooy 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Mar 25 
Sunday AM ....................... 193 
Contribution ............. $11,470 

Week of  Apr 1 
Sunday AM ........................ 174 
Contribution .............. $7,804 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, April 8 
Lord’s Table  
Bill Hyde ........................ Joel Walker 
Brian Wilks ............. Mark Somervell 
Tim Wright ....................... Kyle Merz 
John Gray ............... Grant Lawrence 

Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer .......... Ryan Bonne  
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ....... Norman Starling 

Evening  
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Opening Prayer ........... Damon Hyde 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Steven Akin 

Wednesday, April 11 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Speaker .......................... Gavin Valle 

Sunday, April 15 
Morning  
Announcements .......... Roland Merz 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ................. Mat Cain 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............ Ryan Bonne  

Evening  
Song Leader ............... Ryan Bonne  
Opening Prayer ................ Jay Kelsey 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ........... Joel Wilkinson 

Ushers  
Charles Smith ................. Gavin Valle 

Building Lockup 
Jay Kelsey .................. Joel Wilkinson 

Communion Prepara on 
Mark Somervell ........... Russell Speir 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
April: Carol Nelson, Carrie Nelson, 
Lori Simone , Mary Williams 
May: Marilyn Wilkinson, Phyllis  
Joiner, Carla Moore, Carolyn  
Rutherford 
June: Tara Hyde, Leslie Speir, Jeri 
Belyea, Doyla Burrell 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Paul & Lolly Brown, 
Marvin & Mary Crumley, Janice Garner, 
Peggy Hinseley, Dennis Joiner, Norman 
& Be y Starling, Joe & Diane  
Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Nelawyn Dalley, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Lavender Springs Residents 
Marvin & Mary Crumley 

Bereavement 
The Armstrong, Bonner & Knox Family 
Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Tom & Judy Barthel, Donald Ferguson 
Family, Ray Frisinger, Carol Hiennman, 
Lura (Stovall) Lyles, Elizabeth McKenzie, 
Monty & Linda McNair, Gary & Sandra 
Montgomery, Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, Andrew 
Sanchez, Regina Sanchez, Shirley Sco , 
Mary Sharp, Lisa Shepard, Dennis Tilley, 
Barbara Valle, Don Walker, Gary  
Williamson, Tommy Williamson 

New to Prayer List 
Janice Garner had carpal tunnel surgery 
on Thursday, April 5th.  

Please keep Opaline Bonner in your 
prayers at this me due to the loss of 
her brother. 

Our brother and sister Joe and Diane 
Williamson, went forward Sunday, 
March 25th asking for prayers on  
behalf of their family.  

Barbara Valle, mother of Gavin Valle, 
was admi ed to the hospital  
Wednesday evening due to breathing  
complica ons. 

Lisa Shepard, sister of Jay Kelsey, had 
surgery at M.D. Anderson in Houston 
last week. During the surgery there 
were some heart complica ons, and 
Lisa is now in ICU.  

Announcements 
Brian Wilks’ Fellowship Care Group 
meets today following morning worship 

Camp Hensel Registra on opens on 
Saturday, April 7 at 9:00am. Space fills 
up quick so register ASAP at: h p://
www.swcofc.org/youth.html 

Pantry Items Needed: Nonperishable 
food; please check the expira on dates 
on the items being donated.  

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ Lads 2 Leaders Cake  
Celebra on; following evening worship 
in room 101 

Apr 12 ‐ Tom Armstrong’s Memorial  
Service; 10:00am at the Church  
Building 

Apr 14 ‐ Bridging the Gap Ice‐Cream 
Social; 3:00pm in Room 101 

Apr 17 ‐ Men’s Bible Study; 7:00pm at 
he home of Bill Hyde (details to follow) 

Apr 19 ‐ Good Samaritans; 9:30am in 
room 101 

Apr 21 ‐ Reagan Gray Wedding Shower; 
2:00pm at the home of Tammy Hyde; 
(Reagan is registered at Bed Bath & 
Beyond, Macy’s and Amazon) 

Apr 24 ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study; 6:30pm at 
the home of Anita Merz (bring your 
favorite salad) 

Youth Calendar  
Youth Singing Class & Dinner Every 
Wednesday @ 5:45 Dinner/6:15 Class 

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
every Monday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  

No Bible Bowl Prac ce Today 

TODAY ‐ Pew Packers today following 
morning worship 

TODAY ‐ Lads Cake Celebra on;  
following evening worship in room 101 

Apr 14 ‐ Bridging the Gap Ice‐Cream 
Social; 3pm in room 101; more details 
to follow 

Apr 20‐21 ‐ F.U.E.L Youth Rally; hosted 
by Mid‐Town CofC; see details on youth 
bulle n board in foyer 

May 13 ‐ Gradua on Banquet;  
following evening worship 

Jun 10‐15 ‐ Camp Hensel 

Jun 25‐27 ‐ VBS;  Jesus Christ: Chief  
Hero of Faith 

Jul 22‐27 ‐ Peach Valley Camp 

Lesson Titles for Today 
A.M.— Who God Says You Are:  Your 
Rela onships                                        
P.M.— Reign of Grace, Part 8 


