
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

You come into a nicely furnished building 
and are warmly greeted. The service  
begins with a cordial welcome and  
announcements about sick members and 
upcoming service projects. You make a 
pledge of loyalty to a higher ethic and pay 
your dues. The service ends with the 
promise to meet again next week and you 
leave feeling encouraged and uplifted. 
Sound familiar? While this may seem like 
the description of a Sunday worship  
service, we just described your everyday 
Lion’s Club meeting.  

If we aren’t careful, it’s easy in American 
society to view the church simply as  
another social club: we come and enjoy 
good friendships, share meals together, 
and “pay our dues.” Yet, the church is far 
more than a social gathering; it is a  
community of worship, holiness, hope, 
and healing, and evangelism. These are 
keys areas which only the church can  
fulfill. Its distinctive nature stands out and 
places it in a category beyond a mere  
social club. Let’s look at these more  
closely.  

Worship. Jesus informed the Samaritan 
woman at the well that God was seeking a 
particular type of people in John 4:23-24:  

But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth. 

What an incredible thought: God is  
actively seeking people who will worship 
him with a joyful, loving, and humble 
heart (in spirit) and in submission to His 

will and word (in truth). This means that, 
as God’s redeemed people (the church) 
when we come together in worship we are 
satisfying a specific desire of the Triune 
God which only we can fulfill. When you 
are worshipping God sincerely, according 
to the pattern prescribed in the New  
Testament, it is as if He looks and says, 
“That’s who I’m looking for!” The world 
can’t worship God in the way He desires 
because they haven’t obeyed His gospel 
and therefore won’t thank Him for His 
grace (Rom. 1:21), and certainly won’t 
submit to His truth (1 Cor. 2:14). It is 
within the church and its worship that we 
discover the unique practice of “kissing 
the face of God.”  

Holiness. Christians are “called to be 
saints” (Rom. 1:7). The church is God’s 
“holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9) and a “kingdom 
of priests” (Rev. 1:6). One of the central 
purposes of the church is to encourage 
God’s people to live holy and righteous 
before God. This was why the Hebrews 
writer censured Christians from habitual 
absence from the gathered assembly in 
Hebrews 10:24-25:  

And let us consider how to stir up one  
another to love and good works, not  
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near. 

The purpose of God’s people gathering 
together in worship is to “stir the pot” of 
our righteousness. Some congregations 
will even have a sign as they enter the  
auditorium which reads “Enter to worship, 
leave to serve.” Only the church can  
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encourage and equip God’s people to 
live holy and righteous before Him.  

One of the major ways this is  
accomplished is through the preach-
ing of the word which convinces,  
rebukes, and exhorts us to live as we 
should (2 Tim. 4:2; Heb. 4:12).  
Because of this, a great weight of  
responsibility is laid on the shoulders 
of the preacher and elders to make 
sure that sound, substantive teaching 
is brought when God’s people are 
together (Titus 2:1). If the only thing 
Christians hear on Sunday are stories 
and simplistic “How to” sermons, 
then the church is on its way to being 
another social club. We must be  
challenged by the deep truths of the 
text, to “preach Christ crucified” (1 
Cor. 1:23). In this, we conform more 
to the image of Christ; only the 
church can produce this result.  

Hope. As I write this article, our 
country is still recovering from  
another school shooting in Florida. 
There is a deep sense of despair in the 
air. Our society is reaping the  
whirlwind of sin in dramatic fashion. 
Evil men are doing evil things, and it 
doesn’t look like it’s going to change. 
For many, life is a hopeless affair.  

But, as one writer said, “New  
Testament Christianity is a religion of 
hope, a faith that looks forward. For 
the Christian, the best is always yet to 
be.” As Christians we are “born again 
to a living hope through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 
Pet. 1:3). This hope is only found 
within the church, the redeemed  
people of God who “Set [their] hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought 
to [them] at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ (1 Pet. 1:13). Within worship 
we partake of the Lord’s Supper  
every week, reminding us of the hope 
we have through the death of Christ, 
and the hope we look forward to at 
His return (1 Cor. 11:26).  

Healing. While some like to accuse 
the church of being a place of  
judgment, I continue to see the love, 
grace, and mercy that is experienced 
among God’s people. What many 
outside the church don’t realize is 
that, due to God’s demands for  
holiness (per our previous point),  
repentance is required (Luke 13:3, 5). 
This isn’t simply feeling sorry for sin 
but allowing that grief to grow into a 
transformed life (2 Cor. 7:9-10). Just 
like a broken bone, in order for the 
soul to heal from the damage of sin, it 
must be set right before we can put on 
a splint—and it doesn’t always feel 
good.  

Yet, it is within the church that we 
discover a place of healing from the 
ravages of sin. The church, and the 
church alone, gives the true Biblical 
call for repentance in order to receive 
the healing of God’s grace and love 
through Jesus Christ. Although social 
clubs bring healing to their  
community, it is only those who find 
shelter in the shadow of the cross who 
can bring fellow sinners under the 
comforting, forgiving wing of their 
God.  

Evangelism. The church isn’t  
stagnant, it is a growing and maturing 
group of people sent on a mission. 
This mission is given in Matthew 
28:19-20:  

“Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you  
always, to the end of the age.” 

The saving message of Jesus Christ, 
shared with all people of every  
ethnicity, is the sacred trust that is 
given to the church. The church has 
the unique obligation to “declare the 
manifold wisdom of God” to the 
“rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places” (Eph. 3:10). Only Christians 
who have experienced the true grace 
of God will reach out to others and 
share that saving message. No social 
club can fulfill this objective.  

Conclusion  
The point of our post isn’t to criticize 
social/civic clubs (on the contrary, 
many of these clubs are often filled 
with individuals who have Christian 
values and sometimes by New  
Testament Christians. Rather, the 
point is that we will guard ourselves 
against the mindset which designates 
the church of Christ as another social 
gathering. No doubt, the church is 
God’s gathered people, but a people 
who have a distinctive purpose that 
no one else can accomplish.  

This also implies that, when we fail to 
worship God with a sincere, truthful 
heart; when we fail to live holy and 
righteous lives before Him; when we 
fail to place our hope fully on the 
grace of God; when we fail to preach 
and practice penitent healing; and 
when we fail to evangelize, then we 
have ceased to fulfill our purpose and 
find it increasingly more difficult to 
show the distinction between our  
fellowship and the local rotary club.  

“But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true  
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  

John 4:23-24  



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  

Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  

Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Daniel Sackey 
Liberia, West Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

Life Verlooy 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Feb 4 
Sunday AM ........................ 172 
Contribution ............... $6,748 

Week of  Feb 11 
Sunday AM ........................ 174 
Contribution ............... $7,414 

Men’s Bible Study 

Tuesday, February 20, 2018 

7:00pm 

 

At The Home Of David Lovelace 

 

Dinner is Provided 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Feb 18 
Morning  
Announcements ............. Kelly Miller 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer ....... Winston Kinser 
Sermon .................. Chuck Anderson 
Closing Prayer ............. Don Stafford 

Lord’s Table  
Roland Merz .......... Stephen Estrada 
Robert Wright ............. Ma  Walker 
Joe Williamson ............ Russell Speir 
Byron Pogue ...................Nick Stoots 

Evening  
Song Leader ............ Wayne Mansur 
Opening Prayer .......... Grady Moore 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ....... Stephen Estrada 

Wednesday, Feb 21 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Speaker ......................... Paul Brown 

Sunday, Feb 25 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading..... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer ........... Keith Mauck 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............. Russell Speir 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer .......... Tom Pawelka 
Sermon .................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ...... Ma hew Walker 

Ushers  
Tom Pawelka .............Gerald Sherrill 

Building Lockup 
John Gray. ...................... Kelly Miller 

Communion Prepara on 
Lee Gully ...................... Damon Hyde 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 
March: Karla Gray, Tammy Hyde,  
Jo Kelsey, Karen Perrone 
April: Carol Nelson, Carrie Nelson, 
Lori Simone , Mary Williams 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Ryan & Nichole  
Bonne , Paul Brown, Marvin & Mary 
Crumley, Nelawyn Dalley, Peggy  
Hinseley, Eric Holloway,  Be y Starling, 
Tracy Wright 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Judy Barthel, Donald Ferguson Family, 
Ray Frisinger, Gary & Carol Hiennman, 
Lura (Lyles) Stovall, Monty & Linda 
McNair, Gary & Sandra Montgomery, 
Alyssa Moore, Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, Andrew 
Sanchez, Regina Sanchez, Mary Sharp, 
Wade Thomson, Dennis Tilley, Don 
Walker, Gary Williamson, Tommy  
Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Updates to the Prayer List 
Our brother Paul Brown received bad 
news and good news from his  
oncologist. The bad news is this form of 
prostate cancer is rather aggressive, 
but the good news is that the scans 
indicate it has not metastasized to  
other parts of his body. Paul meet with 
the radia on oncologist on Thursday to 
map out the treatment plan. 

Ray Frisinger, 8 year old grandson of 
Tracy & Renee Frisinger has been  
diagnosed with Alopecia areata  
(auto‐immune disorder causing hair 
loss). He will be receiving treatments 
for the next month so please keep Ray 
and his family in your thoughts &  
prayers during this me. 

Announcements 
Our brother Ryan Bonne  came  
forward this past Wednesday repen ng 
& asking for prayers for himself & his 
family from the church for strength & 
forgiveness. 

We rejoice in announcing that Lindsey 
Pogue was bap zed into Christ  
Tuesday, February 13th. Please join us 
in welcoming Lindsey to our church 
family. 

Men’s Bible Study sign‐up sheet is on 
the back table of the auditorium. So if 
you plan on a ending please sign‐up as 
soon as possible so that the Lovelace’s 
may have a headcount for food. 

We are s ll in need of a host for our 
Ladies’ Bible Study on February 27th. If 

you are interested in hos ng please let 
the office know. 

Ladies’ Retreat sign‐up sheet is on the 
back table of the auditorium. We will 
need a final headcount by March 4th so 
sign‐up as soon as possible. 

Spring Family Camp Out will be March 
2‐4 at Inks Lake State Park. There is a 
sign‐up sheet on the back table in the 
auditorium so we may get a headcount.  

Mark Your Calendars  
Feb 20 ‐ Men’s Bible Study; 7:00pm at 
the home of David Lovelace.  Dinner 
will be provided. 

Feb 27 ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study; 6:30 (We 
are s ll in need of a Host) 

Mar 2‐4 ‐ Spring Family Campout at 
Inks Lake State Park 

Mar 23 ‐ Church Game Night; details to 
follow 

Mar 25 ‐ Stephanie Gray Baby Shower; 
2‐4pm in room 101 (Stephanie is  
Registered at Target & Amazon 

Apr 6‐7 ‐ Ladies’ Retreat; Horseshoe 
Bay Resort 

Apr 21 ‐ Reagan Gray Wedding Shower; 
details to follow 

Youth Calendar  
Youth Singing Class & Dinner Every 
Wednesday @ 5:45 Dinner/6:15 Class 

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
every Monday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  

TODAY ‐ Pew Packers today following 
morning worship 

Feb 23‐24 ‐ Young Ladies’ Day hosted 
by University CofC; see flyer on youth 
bulle n board closest to room 101 for 
details 

Mar 2‐4 ‐ Spring Family Campout at 
Inks Lake State Park; see Stephen  
Estrada for any ques ons 

Mar 30 ‐ Apr 1 ‐ Lads to Leaders  
Conven on 

Lesson Titles for Today 
 

A.M.— The Role & Necessity of a  
    Prepared System Specifically 
    for the New Babe of Christ 
P.M.— Reign of Grace:  Reading  
    Romans Responsibly  
    (1;13‐17) 


