
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

 Time truly waits for no man. The 
year has sped by quickly and here we are 
at the end of 2017. As we approach a 
new year, this is the time that most  
people begin to set goals and make  
resolutions for 2018. Almost half of the 
United States engages in making yearly 
resolutions, though we all could admit 
that we struggle to keep them. You may 
feel that you are not the goal setting 
type, but I would beg to differ. You may 
not call them goals or resolutions but we 
all have things we want to accomplish. 

One writer has said we can’t help but set 
goals for ourselves, it is how we are 
wired. Many want to lose weight, learn a 
new skill, or finish school in 2018. 
While these are good goals from the 
spiritual side of things, there are goals 
that deserve more of our energy and  
attention. Let me offer a few suggestions 
for goals in 2018 and how we can go 
about achieving them. 

STUDY A NEGLECTED BOOK OF 
THE BIBLE 

 Let’s admit it, we are all guilty. There 
are certain books of the Bible that we do 
not spend as much time with as others. 
Some of the more neglected books in the 
Bible are books like Leviticus, Judges, 
Song of Solomon, Lamentations, The 
Minor Prophets, 2 Corinthians, and 2 & 

3 John. Maybe you could think of others. 
Make this the year that you give  
attention to at least one of these books 
we often overlook. Jesus said we are to 
live by every word that comes from God 
(Mt. 4:4). Paul told Timothy that all 
scripture is inspired and is profitable for 
the Christian (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Maybe we sometimes neglect certain 
books because we believe they do not 
apply to our lives as much as others like 
Proverbs or the gospels. If we read some 
of these books and take time and study 
them, we will be surprised at how they 
address things we face in our daily lives. 
A suggested way to get into this would 
be to give yourself a time frame. Set 
aside a month or two that you will spend 
with the book you choose and stick with 
it. Read it through several times in one 
sitting. As you read, write down  
questions you have from the book and 
go back later and study them more  
in-depth with a good commentary. Also, 
as you read, write down things that God 
is teaching the immediate audience but 
also things that apply to you. 

Reading the Bible through is great, but 
what if along with your regular reading 
you devoted a few days a week for a 
month or two to get to know a book of 
the Bible that you have ignored or  
perhaps never studied at all? 

4 SPIRITUAL RESOLUTIONS FOR 2018 
Hiram Kemp  



LEAD SOMEONE TO CHRIST 

 When is the last time you led 
someone to Jesus? If we are  
supposed to be fishers of men and 
we never catch any, can we really 
be called spiritual fishermen? Part 
of our failure in personal  
evangelism may be from us not 
planning to succeed. We think that 
if an opportunity comes by we will 
take it, but if not so be it. This is a 
recipe for failure. Jesus was  
successful in saving souls because 
He knew his purpose and worked 
toward that end (Lk.19:10). 

Think of one person you want to 
reach out to this year with the  
gospel, or maybe a couple of people 
in your sphere of influence, and get 
to work leading them to Jesus. 
Many say, “We are not responsible 
for others response, all we can do is 
plant the seed.” This is true but we 
can often do more than we think. A 
few ways to accomplish this goal is 
to pray to God for open doors (Col. 
4:2-3). Paul was an inspired apostle 
and he often prayed for evangelistic 
opportunities and courage to speak 
boldly when they presented  
themselves (Eph. 6:18-20; 2 Thess. 
3:1-2). Along with prayer, get to 
know people just for the sake of  
being friendly and kind and watch 
how those relationships can  
blossom. Learn what other people 
are like and show genuine interest. 

Paul was such an effective  
evangelist because he knew human 
nature and was sensitive to the  

cultures of others (1 Cor. 9:19-22). 
Live a godly life before others and 
speak openly about what God has 
done and is doing in your life when 
the opportunity presents itself (Mk. 
5:19). 

I know that each individual is  
responsible for how he or she  
responds to the gospel, but if we are 
prayerful and intentional we can 
accomplish more than we think. 
Think souls and try to win one. It 
may be one more than you won last 
year and that would be worth it. 

PRAYER AND FASTING 

 Make this the year that you get 
serious about prayer (1 Jn. 5:17). 
Paul said we should pray without 
ceasing but sometimes our prayer 
lives are more sporadic than we 
would like to admit. Our goal 
should not be so vague that we say 
we simply want to pray more. We 
need to be more specific. Daniel had 
a custom of praying three times a 
day (Dan. 6:10). David said God 
would hear his voice in the morning 
and three times throughout the day 
(Ps. 5:3, 55:17). Set aside times of 
prayer and stick to them. 

Have you ever fasted? I know  
fasting can be empty and abused but 
there is also value in fasting. Saying 
no to food so that we can devote 
more time to God is a good thing. 
Jesus gave instructions on how  
fasting can be done properly and the 
early church engaged in fasting (Mt. 
6:16-18; Acts 13:3, 14:23). We 
should too. Find a set time this year, 

even if it’s just once for a part of the 
day and commit to fasting and  
focusing more on God. 

REMOVE A HABITUAL SIN 

 We do not need to wait until the 
New Year to get rid of sin. We need 
to confess and forsake sin as soon as 
we know of it (Prov. 28:13; 1 Jn. 
1:9). There are some sins that may 
be reoccurring in our lives that we 
have not broken ties with. Jesus said 
we should not hesitate to take  
radical measures to get sin out of 
our lives (Mt. 5:29-30). Make this 
the year that you get rid of little  
besetting sins like gossip, sarcasm, 
lust, lying, and rudeness. 

Stay close to the word of God. Find 
someone who will hold you  
accountable and be serious about 
getting rid of sin in 2018. When we 
are too comfortable with sin we 
need to remember that the payment 
for sin is death (Rom. 6:23;  
Jas. 1:14-15). 

I don’t know what your goals are 
for 2018, but I hope you accomplish 
them. Do not neglect the spiritual 
goals that you can reach this year. 
Blow the dust off the neglected 
books in your Bible and dig in. Lead 
a soul to Jesus or at least give it a 
try. Engage in the spiritual  
disciplines of prayer and fasting and 
uproot sins that may have had a 
hold on you for a long time.  
Christians are goal-oriented people. 
Let us strive for what really matters 
(Phil. 3:12-14).  

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:12-14 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Dec 17 
Sunday AM ........................ 135 
Contribution ............... $5,636 

Week of  Dec 24 
Sunday AM ....................... 224 
Contribution .............. $15,122 

 
Thank you to everyone who 

helped make this Christmas one 
to remember for this  

deserving family! Your act of  
kindness moved them to tears 

and they were very  
appreciative of the love you 

showed them! 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Dec 31 
Morning  
Announcements ......... Roland Merz 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer ...... Mark Somervell 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............. Don Stafford 

Lord’s Table  
Bill Hyde .................... Robert Wright 
Ma  Hand ................... Don Stafford 
Grant Lawrence ............. Gavin Valle 
Mark Somervell............... Rick Bangs 

Evening  
Song Leader ................ Roland Merz 
Opening Prayer ............ Ma  Walker 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ....... Stephen Estrada 

Wednesday, Jan 3 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Speaker ................... Winston Kinser 

Sunday, Jan 7 
Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................. Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ................ John Gray 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ...... Maverick Walker 

Evening  
Song Leader ....................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer . Clinton Rutherford 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................. Ma  Hand 

Ushers  
Tracy Frisinger ................. Jay Kelsey 

Building Lockup 
Joe Williamson. .. Denny Williamson 

Communion Prepara on 
Daryl Burrell .......... Stephen Estrada 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
January: Catherine Akin, Tracy 
Wright, Carolyn Gully, Sheri Bangs 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 
March: Karla Gray, Tammy Hyde,  
Jo Kelsey, Karen Perrone 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Cora Jonas, 
Ruth Ann Somervell, Sam Speir, Be y 
Starling 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Judy Barthel, Ray Frisinger, Lura 
(Stovall) Lyles, Monty & Linda McNair, 
Gary Montgomery, Alyssa Moore,  
Mary Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis 
Yates Rivers, Mary Sharp, Mickey 
Spence, Dennis Tilley, Gary Williamson, 
Tommy Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Juanita Barbee, Nelawyn Dalley,  
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Bereavement 
The Bell, Fox, Mader, Pawelka and  
Watson families 

Announcements 

Friends in Faith will begin again on  
January 10th.  If you are willing and 
able to provide a meal for our youth, 
please see the sign‐up sheet on the 
bulle n board outside of room 101 

Mark Your Calendars  

Dec 31 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing at 2:30pm 

Jan 1 ‐ Happy New Year ‐ Welcome 
2018! 

Jan 3 ‐ 90th birthday celebra on for 
Norman Starling a er service in  
Room 101 

Jan 4 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
Room 101 (all are welcome) 

Jan 7 ‐ First Sunday Focus & Fellowship 
Potluck  

Jan 18 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
room 101 (all are welcome) 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng  
following morning worship in the  
Library 

Jan 21 ‐ Kinser Baby Shower, 2pm  
at the home of Stephanie Reed (10703 
Indian Scout Trail, 78736); Rhonda is 
registered at Target and Buy Buy Baby 

Jan 28 ‐ Rutledge Baby Shower  
a er evening service ‐ please bring 
sandwiches, chips, and dips. Drinks and 
dessert will be provided; Jessica is  
registered at Target and Babies R Us 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test @ 4:45pm in 
Room 101 (all are welcome to take the 
test)  

Youth Calendar  

No Pew Packers or Bible Bowl Prac ce 
Today  

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101  
(will resume on January 10th) 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  
(will resume on January 23rd) 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  
(will resume on January 25th) 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng  
following morning worship in the  
library 

Jan 27 ‐ Area Wide Devo from 4‐7pm  
at the McCarty Student Center in San 
Marcos; TX 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test @ 4:45pm in 
Room 101 (all are welcome to take the 
test)  

Mar 30 ‐ Apr 1 ‐ Lads to Leaders  
Conven on 


