
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

R.C. Bell once wrote, “If you get Ro-
mans, then God gets you.” This senti-
ment hints at the power that the Lord 
works through the masterpiece of Paul’s 
most prominent epistle. It wouldn’t be 
an exaggeration to say that no letter has 
impacted Christian doctrine more within 
the last 500 years than Romans. While 
studying Romans, Martin Luther 
“discovered” that humanity is saved 
“Solo gratia, solo fide”—by grace alone, 
through faith alone. Yet, what does it 
mean to be justified by grace? Within 
Romans, Paul answers that question by 
putting a microscope to the gospel as he 
meticulously lays out every nuance of 
God’s work of salvation.  
 He begins by informing us that grace 
has been received with a purpose:  
 
“Through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith for the sake of his name 
among all the nations.”—Romans 1:5  
 
 This is one of the thesis statements of 
Romans: God gives us grace, to receive 
by faith, the natural outworking of which 
is obedience. Yet, God doesn’t save us 
for the sake of saving us; it is for “the 
sake of his name among all the nations.” 
Paul emphasizes this in 3:26 when he 
says God saves us “to show his right-
eousness.” So, whatever occurs in our 
justification, it results in the praise of 
God’s name. We will come back to this 
later.  
 But first, what is justification and why 
is it needed? This word has its roots in 
legal terminology. When a judge gives a 
sentence of condemnation for a crime, 

the perpetrator may attempt to justify his 
actions by giving excuses or proclaiming 
his past honorable deeds. He tries to 
“make things right” in order to receive a 
sentence of innocence instead of guilt. 
The problem is that excuses don’t nullify 
wicked deeds (every person in prison 
could justify their actions because they 
were raised in a harsh environment, got a 
tough break, etc.), nor does past virtue 
keep us from current crimes (try getting 
out of a ticket by explaining to the of-
ficer you paid your taxes). Once the sen-
tence is given, the punishment is often 
carried out.  
 This brings us to humanity’s plight: we 
are under the sentence of God’s wrathful 
judgment due to our wickedness. Paul 
makes this abundantly clear within the 
first two chapters of the epistle:  
 
 “For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of men, who by their un-
righteousness suppress the truth.”—1:18  
 
“Though they know God's righteous de-
cree that those who practice such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them but 
give approval to those who practice 
them.”—1:32  
 
“We know that the judgment of God 
rightly falls on those who practice such 
things. Do you suppose, O man—you 
who judge those who practice such 
things and yet do them yourself—that 
you will escape the judgment of 
God?”— 2:2-3  
 
 

What Does it Mean to be Jus fied by Grace? 
Jacob Rutledge 



“But because of your hard and im-
penitent heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself on the day of 
wrath when God's righteous judg-
ment will be revealed. He will ren-
der to each one according to his 
work”— 2:5-6  
 
“On that day when, according to my 
gospel, God judges the secrets of 
men by Christ Jesus.”—2:16  
 
Paul’s conclusion is that all of hu-
manity is under the condemnation 
of God’s judgment because of sin:  
 
“What then? Are we Jews any better 
off? No, not at all. For we have al-
ready charged that all, both Jews 
and Greeks, are under sin.”—3:9 
 
 We now know the problem, but 
what is the solution? How can we 
“make things right” and be justi-
fied? In other words, how can we 
escape the wrath and judgment of 
God? As we begin reading chapter 
two it seems we discover the solu-
tion:  
 
“For it is not the hearers of the law 
who are righteous before God, but 
the doers of the law who will be 
justified.”—2:13 
 
 So, if I keep the law and do good, 
then I can make things right and 
escape God’s judgment. The law in 
this context is specifically referenc-
ing the Law of Moses (although 
there is another law we will refer-
ence in a moment). This seems like 
a reasonable conclusion until you 
read 3:19-20:  
 
“Now we know that whatever the 
law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to 
God. For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.” 
 

 Paul’s point is this: you can’t be 
justified by the law because the law 
only condemns, it doesn’t save. 
Even if you kept the law from this 
point forward, it still wouldn’t un-
due the deeds of your past. He 
points this out in Galatians 3 as 
well.  
 Yet, maybe there is another solu-
tion. You keep reading and see that:  
 
“For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do what the 
law requires, they are a law to them-
selves, even though they do not 
have the law. They show that the 
work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also 
bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse 
them.”—Romans 2:14-15  
 
 To sum up this solution: if I live a 
good life and have a good con-
science, I can escape judgment. If I 
just do enough good things, then 
God will have to save me. This is 
justification through a different kind 
of law—the law of conscience. This 
is the prevailing view of many in 
the world. Recently I watched an 
interview in which the reporter took 
to the streets and asked, “Do you 
deserve to go to heaven?” The an-
swer of most was “yes.” Their rea-
soning was that they were “good 
people” who hadn’t committed any 
major crimes. The problem with this 
solution is that Paul already showed 
that humanity doesn’t live by this 
innate ethic; we reject the 
knowledge of God and instead live 
for lies and lust (1:18-ff). We feel 
guilt because we do bad things. We 
even have a phrase as a witness to 
how often we fail: to err is human. 
This solution is bound to fail as 
well. 
 But, if we can’t be justified by 
keeping the law or following our 
conscience, how can we possibly 
hope to be saved? Impending doom 
is imminent. God’s judgment is 
coming, without anything to stop 
it—until God steps in Himself.  
“But now the righteousness of God 

has been manifested apart from the 
law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— the 
righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who be-
lieve”—3:21-11 
 
 It is God who provides the means 
by which we are saved: the giving 
of His son as a “propitiation” (that 
which satisfies God’s judgment and 
wrath) for our sins (3:25). What mo-
tivates this movement of God’s 
hand? Grace.  
 
“For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ  
Jesus”—Romans 3:23-24  
 
 It is God’s “unmerited favor” that 
saves us. He gives us what we 
couldn’t possibly deserve or earn, 
acting in abundant, steadfast love to 
save us from his judgment and 
wrath. Yet, how do we access the 
saving benefits of God’s grace 
through Jesus? We were already 
told at the beginning of the letter: 
“The righteous will live by 
faith” (Rom. 1:17). We are saved by 
grace, through faith (Eph. 2:8). This 
is what it means to be justified by 
grace.  
 The reality is that God is the one 
that “makes things right” and saves 
us from his sentence of wrath. This 
then brings us back to why salvation 
is “for the sake of His name” and to 
“declare his righteousness:” because 
the only one worthy of praise in this 
entire rescue mission is God (3:27). 
Grace is the fuel of praise. When we 
truly recognize what God has done 
in Jesus Christ, to save us from His 
judgment, the only reasonable  
response is worship.  
 
“Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!”—Romans 7:25  



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of Nov 19 
Sunday AM ....................... 164 
Contribution ............... $6,152 

Week of Nov  26 
Sunday AM ........................ 167 
Contribution ............. $14,756 

Today 

First Sunday Focus 

& 

Fellowship Potluck 

Following Morning Worship 

 

All Visitors Welcome 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Dec 3 
Morning  
Announcements ........... Paul Brown 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer ..... Norman Starling 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ........ Grant Lawrence 

Lord’s Table  
Bill Hyde .................... Robert Wright 
Ma  Hand ................... Don Stafford 
Grant Lawrence ............. Gavin Valle 
Mark Somervell............... Rick Bangs 

Evening  
Song Leader ................ Roland Merz 
Opening Prayer ................ Jay Kelsey 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ........ Mark Somervell 

Wednesday, Dec 6 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Speaker ......................... Steve Lloyd 

Sunday, Dec 10 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................. Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ......... David Nuckels 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ... Darrell Underwood 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ...... Mark Somervell 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Paul Brown 

 
Ushers  
Tracy Frisinger ................. Jay Kelsey 
 

Building Lockup 
Joe Williamson. .. Denny Williamson 
 

Communion Prepara on 
Daryl Burrell .......... Stephen Estrada 

 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
December: Renee Frisinger, Melissa 
Lovelace, Anita Merz, Barbara Smith 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Nelawyn  
Dalley, Cora Jonas, Russ Molenaar, 
Janice Moore, Be y Starling, Nancy 
Wallace 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Glen Banks, Judy Barthel, the Bell  
Family, Misty Ferris, Ray Frisinger, Jerry 
& Josie Hash, Carol Heinemann, Jon 
Li le, Lura (Stovall) Lyles, Monty &  
Linda McNair, Gary Montgomery, Mary 
Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis Yates 
Rivers, Mary Sharp, Margie Simmons, 
Dennis Tilley, Barbara Valle, The  
Watson Family, Gary Williamson,  
Tommy Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 

Juanita Barbee, Nelawyn Dalley, Lore a 
Knox, Alene McNair 

Bereavement 

The Fox, Mader and Pawelka families 

 

Announcements 
Be sure to a end all the sessions for 
our 10 Ques ons Campaign, beginning  
today through the 6th (see schedule on 
previous page) 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ First Sunday Focus and  
Fellowship meal; bring your favorite 
finger foods 

Dec 7 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
Room 101 (all are welcome) 

Dec 10 ‐ Recep on for Grady and Janice 
Moore following evening worship. 
Please bring sandwiches, finger foods 
and/or chips & dips; dessert & drinks 
will be provided. 
 

Dec 10 ‐ Helping Hands “Elf Project” ‐ 
gi s are due back to the church  
building by this date (wrapped with the  
appropriate mi en hand a ached) 

Dec 21 ‐ Good Samaritans Christmas 
Breakfast, 9:30am in room 101 (All are 
Welcome) 

Dec 31 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing at 2:30pm 

 

Youth Calendar  

Friends in Faith Dinner  
Every Wednesday 6:15pm 
 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven 

 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee 

 

Today ‐ No Pew Packers or Bible Bowl 
Prac ce due to First Sunday Focus 

Dec 9 ‐ Christmas Party for 5th grade & 
under, 4:30pm at the home of Damon 
& Tara Hyde (see bulle n board for  
details) 

Dec 13 ‐ Last Youth Singing Class of the 
Year, 5:45pm/Dinner 6:15pm/Class 

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


