
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 

 

 

 

 

 

December 17, 2017 
Dripping Springs  
Church of Christ 

  
PO Box 1  

Dripping Springs 

Texas 78620  

 

(512) 858‐4500 

dschurchofchrist.com  

dscofcoffice@gmail.com 

 

Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

In two previous articles we examined, 
“What does it mean to be justified by 
grace?” and “How do you receive  
justification by grace?” In both of 
these articles we saw how Paul makes 
the case for grace in Romans: we are 
saved from God’s wrath, not by our 
own works, but through the gift of  
salvation in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. We receive this saving work 
of grace through faith in baptism. The 
result: “There is therefore no  
condemnation for those in Christ  
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). Yet, does this mean 
that obedience plays no part in our  
salvation? Is God’s grace a carte 
blanche for a sinful life? What part 
does obedience play in the justification 
of grace? 

The Proper Response of Grace 

 It seems that the natural response of 
the Roman Christians, in view of the 
justification of grace, was to take  
advantage of God’s provision. Notice 
how Paul writes about their assumed 
response and his ardent rejection of 
this philosophy in 6:1-2: 

“What shall we say then? Are we to 
continue in sin that grace may 
abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it?” 

 The nature of grace allows it to be  
easily exploited and manipulated. Jude 
spoke of those who used the grace of 
God as an excuse for sexual  
perversions (Jude 4). After strongly 

denouncing this claim, Paul then  
reminds them that through grace they 
died to sin. He goes on to explain the 
implications of this in v. 12-16: 

Let not sin therefore reign in your  
mortal body, to make you obey its  
passions. Do not present your mem-
bers to sin as instruments for  
unrighteousness, but present  
yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and 
your members to God as instruments 
for righteousness. For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. What then? 
Are we to sin because we are not under 
law but under grace? By no means! Do 
you not know that if you present  
yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 

 The natural outgrowth of grace is 
righteousness. Paul sees sin as an  
opposing master, fighting to take  
control of the body for its use. This 
means two things: 

1. Those who justify their sinful  
lifestyles by appealing to God’s 
grace have a fundamentally flawed 
view. 

2. How we respond to grace, whether 
we submit to or reject God’s will 
for our life, shows whether we 
have actually received grace. 

Obedience: The Response to Grace 
Jacob Rutledge 



 That being said, how did the  
Roman Christians know whether 
they truly received the grace of 
God or not? Notice v. 16-17: 

Do you not know that if you  
present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of 
the one whom you obey, either of 
sin, which leads to death, or of 
obedience, which leads to  
righteousness? But thanks be to 
God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become  
obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you 
were committed. 

 There is a key word in this text: 
obedience. Through obedience we: 

1. Chose our master (sin or God) 

2. Receive our reward (death or 
righteousness) 

3. Submit to the standard of  
teaching (the gospel) 

This obedience isn’t the same as 
the works of law he previously 
discussed (otherwise he wouldn’t 
use it in reference to salvation, 
Rom. 3:20-21). Since this  
obedience leads us to chose our 
master, receive our reward, and 
submit to God’s truth, we must 
assume that it is a work of faith 
and a reception of justification by 
grace. In this we discover our  
definition of obedience: obedience 
is a response and acceptance of 
God’s grace by faith. This is  
exactly the point that James is 
making in his epistle (James 
2:14ff). Faith without works is 
dead because it isn’t really faith, 
and therefore it won’t save you. If 
this is the case, and I believe that it 
is, then there are certain  
implications for our salvation. 

Disobedience and the Rejection 
of Grace 

 If obedience is the acceptance 
of God’s grace, and I believe that 
Paul makes this case in Romans 
and it aligns with the greater  
witness of scripture, then we also 
discover the definition of  
disobedience: a rejection of God’s 
grace. Therefore, obedience plays 
a part in our salvation in that, if we 
receive God’s grace by faithful 
obedience, then we will be saved; 
if we reject this grace through an 
unfaithful life lived in  
disobedience, we will be lost. 
Again, this is not the same concept 
Paul discusses in chapters 2-3 in 
which he denies the power of  
meritorious works to save us. In 
that context he is describing any 
system of law which attempts to 
save itself apart from faith in Jesus 
(Rom. 9:30-32). A life lived in 
trusting obedience to God’s grace 
is not the same thing as one lived 
apart from faith, attempting to be 
saved by its own righteousness. 
These two things simply aren’t the 
same from God’s perspective. This 
relationship of obedience and  
disobedience to our salvation is 
what Paul discusses earlier in 
chapter 2:4-10: 

Or do you presume on the riches 
of his kindness and forbearance 
and patience, not knowing that 
God’s kindness is meant to lead 
you to repentance? But because of 
your hard and impenitent heart, 
you are storing up wrath for  
yourself on the day of wrath when 
God’s righteous judgment will be 
revealed. He will render to each 
one according to his works: to 
those who by patience in  

well-doing seek for glory and  
honor and immortality, he will 
give eternal life; but for those who 
are self-seeking and do not obey 
the truth, but obey  
unrighteousness, there will be 
wrath and fury. There will be  
tribulation and distress for every 
human being who does evil, the 
Jew first and also the Greek, but 
glory and honor and peace for  
everyone who does good, the Jew 
first and also the Greek. 

 God’s grace and kindness are 
meant to lead us to repentance and 
salvation, but we can chose  
whether or not to accept or reject 
this work of mercy. 

 In conclusion, there is a lot of  
confusion surrounding the subject 
of grace today. As mentioned  
earlier, false teachings abounded 
on this subject since the beginning 
of Christianity. Yet I believe if we 
follow the line of reasoning Paul 
makes in the book of Romans, we 
will discover a rich, balanced, and 
scriptural view of the justification 
of grace. And as we come to  
recognize the richness of God’s 
love toward us, we are inevitably 
brought to praise: 

Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his  
judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways! “For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been 
his counselor?” “Or who has  
given a gift to him that he might be  
repaid?” For from him and 
through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 
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Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 
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John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Dec 3 
Sunday AM ....................... 168 
Contribution ............... $7,606 

Week of  Dec 10 
Sunday AM ........................ 167 
Contribution ............. $11,226 

Youth Winter Retreat  
December 29th - December 31st 

 

Southwest Church of Christ hosts a weekend 
youth retreat for grades 6-12  

 
This year's retreat will be held at Camp  

Bandina in Bandera, Texas.  
  
 

Sign-Up ASAP:  www.swcofc.org 
Do Not Pay Online,  

The Elders are Taking Care of the Payment 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Dec 17 
Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer .......... Charles Smith 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ................ Brian Wilks 

Lord’s Table  
Kelly Miller ................ Robert Wright 
Ma  Hand ................... Don Stafford 
Grant Lawrence ............. Gavin Valle 
Mark Somervell............... Rick Bangs 

Evening  
Song Leader ................. John Moore 
Opening Prayer ........... Don Stafford 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ........... David Nuckels 

Wednesday, Dec 20 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Speaker .............................. Bill Hyde 

Sunday, Dec 24 
Morning  
Announcements ............ Kelly Miller 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ............ John Moore 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............ Tom Pawelka 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ............ Russell Speir 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ......... Winston Kinser 

Ushers  
Tracy Frisinger ................. Jay Kelsey 

Building Lockup 
Joe Williamson. .. Denny Williamson 

Communion Prepara on 
Daryl Burrell .......... Stephen Estrada 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
December: Renee Frisinger, Melissa 
Lovelace, Anita Merz, Barbara Smith 
January: Catherine Akin, Tracy 
Wright, Carolyn Gully, Sheri Bangs 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Cora Jonas, 
Russ & Pat Molenaar, Grady & 
Janice Moore, Ruth Ann Somervell,  
Be y Starling, 

Family & Friends of Church 
Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat  
Balderas, Judy Barthel, Ray 
Frisinger, Lura (Stovall) Lyles, Monty 
& Linda McNair, Alyssa Moore, Gary 
Montgomery, Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, Mary 
Sharp, Margie Simmons, Mickey 
Spence,  Dennis Tilley, Gary  
Williamson, Tommy Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 

Juanita Barbee, Nelawyn Dalley, 
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 

Nancy Wallace  

Bereavement 

The Bell, Fox, Mader, Pawelka and  
Watson families 

Announcements 
Sam Speir will be having surgery 
next Thursday (Dec. 21st) to remove 
his tonsils and adenoids. 
Please pray that the surgery goes 
well, and recovery is easy. 

“Holiday L.I.G.H.T Program”  
presents are due back as soon as  
possible 

Youth Winter Retreat is fast  
approaching, if you’re planning on 
a ending please sign‐up as soon as 
possible 

Mark Your Calendars  
Dec 21 ‐ Good Samaritans Christmas 
Breakfast at 9:30am in Room 101 
(all are welcome) 

Dec 25 ‐ Christmas Day Lunch at 
John & Carla Moore’s home for any 
of our members who are without 
family (details to follow) 

Dec 31 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing at 2:30pm 

Jan 1 ‐ Happy New Year ‐ Welcome 
2018! 

Jan 21 ‐ Kinser Baby Shower, 2pm at 
the home of Stephanie Reed (more  
details to follow) 

Feb 11 ‐ Rutledge Baby Shower a er 
evening service (more details to  
follow)

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner 
Every Wednesday @ 6:15pm in 
Room 101 (will resume in January) 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven (will  
resume in January) 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee (will  
resume in January) 

Pew Packers immediately following 
Sunday morning worship 

Bible Bowl Prac ce every Sunday @ 
4:15pm 

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   

Dec 29‐31 ‐ Youth Winter Retreat  
hosted by Southwest Cofc, sign‐up 
ASAP at www.swcofc.org 


