
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

Earlier this week I posted an article 
titled “What Does It Mean to be 
Justified by Grace?” In it we  
explored Paul’s answer to that  
question in Romans. That is, due to 
our rebellion and sin, God’s  
sentence of judgment is upon us—a 
sentence we can’t possibly “make 
right” (justify) on our own. Thus 
God, in His abundant love and 
grace, provides the way to be saved 
from the sentence of death: the  
crucifixion and resurrection of  
Jesus.  
 The question then arises: how 
can we receive justification by 
grace? How do we partake of the 
benefits of an event that occurred 
2,000 years ago? Paul answers this 
question as well: we receive grace 
by faith: 
 
“And are justified by His grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God put  
forward as a propitiation by His 
blood, to be received by faith.”—
Rom. 3:24-25 
  
Notice: the reception of the gift of 
God—justification by grace and  
salvation from the sentence of  
judgment—comes through faith. 
This truth is emphasized again later 
in the epistle: 
 
“Because, if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and  
believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For with the heart one  
believes and is justified, and with 
the mouth one confesses and is 
saved.”—10:9-10 
 
 In this context, Paul contrasts the 
justification that comes through 
grace by faith with a law based  
system: 
 
“For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who  
believes. For Moses writes about 
the righteousness that is based on 
the law, that the person who does 
the commandments shall live by 
them.”—10:4-5 
 
 The difference may seem subtle, 
but for Paul a great gulf separates 
the two: one system relies on  
personal righteousness and  
perfection; the other trust in the  
saving work of God. This was at the 
heart of the Jewish rejection of  
Jesus: they refused to trust in God’s 
salvation and attempted to establish 
their own justification through 
keeping the law (10:3). As we 
pointed out in the first article, this 
was a fool’s errand. 
 But, if justification by grace is 
received through faith, at what  
moment does the act of salvation 

How Do You Receive Jus fica on By Grace? 
Jacob Rutledge 



occur? Does it happen at the 
moment of mental assent? Are 
we immediately saved when we 
recognize the reality of Jesus’ 
identity? Or, is something else 
required in order to “receive the 
gift” of God’s salvation? As 
we’ve already seen in 10:9-10, 
genuine belief inevitably results 
in the confession of Jesus as 
Lord. Yet, there is also another 
element which Paul hints at in a 
previous chapter: 
 
“What shall we say then? Are 
we to continue in sin that grace 
may abound? By no means! 
How can we who died to sin 
still live in it? Do you not know 
that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? We 
were buried therefore with Him 
by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with Him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly 
be united with Him in a  
resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified 
with Him in order that the body 
of sin might be brought to  
nothing, so that we would no 
longer be enslaved to sin.”— 
6:1-5 
  
 At the beginning of this 
chapter, after making the case 
for grace, Paul addresses an  
anticipated response: if God 
gives grace apart from works, 
can we keep sinning? The  

apostle denounces this  
foolishness with very strong 
language, then progresses into a 
discussion of one of the oldest 
Christian practices: baptism. 
 Notice how he describes the 
work of baptism. It is within 
baptism that we are: 
 
 Placed into Jesus (baptized 

into  Christ) 
 Baptized into his death 
 Buried with Jesus 
 Raised with Jesus 
 Given new life 
 United in the death of Jesus 
 United in the resurrection of 

Jesus (these final two are 
symbolic in nature, or rather 
signposts of the glory that 
will come). 

 
 Previously Paul discussed 
that God accomplished the 
means of justification by grace 
through the death and  
resurrection of Jesus (4:24-25). 
We now witness an act in which 
we receive the saving benefits 
of that justification by grace: 
baptism. I would suggest that 
it is at the moment of baptism 
that we receive justification 
by grace, through a penitent 
faith that confesses Jesus as 
Lord. This would coincide with 
Paul’s teaching on baptism in 
Colossians 2:11-12: 
 
“In Him also you were  
circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, by putting 
off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ, having 
been buried with Him in  

baptism, in which you were also 
raised with Him through faith in 
the powerful working of God, 
who raised Him from the dead.” 
  
 Notice that baptism is an act 
of “faith in the powerful  
working of God.” Baptism is an 
act of faith in the justifying 
grace of God that he worked in 
Jesus. To say that baptism is a 
“work” as some have claimed in 
the past doesn’t do justice to 
Paul’s argument in Romans. 
Before chapter six Paul makes 
the case that salvation through 
works has no justifying power, 
then uses baptism as the means 
of showing how one is saved in 
contrast to a law based system. 
To claim baptism is a work 
would completely undermine 
the point Paul is trying to make: 
that justification comes through 
the grace of God, and is  
received by faith in baptism. I 
see no reason for professing 
Christians not to be unified in 
this doctrine. Baptism is the 
culminating act of faith, and the 
saving act of grace in the life of 
the believer. God grants us a 
definite moment in our story 
where we crucify sin and rise to 
walk in a new life. A moment 
that we can look back to and 
say “That’s when God saved 
me.” 
 And, as Paul mentions in 6:5 
there is a “resurrection  
lifestyle” that is inevitable for 
those who live in the shadow of 
grace. In our next article we 
will discuss how grace is  
experienced through obedience. 

Romans 3:24-25 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's  

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins - 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of Nov 26 
Sunday AM ........................ 167 
Contribution ............. $14,756 

Week of Dec 3 
Sunday AM ....................... 168 
Contribution ............... $7,606 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Dec 10 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................. Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ......... David Nuckels 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ... Darrell Underwood 

Lord’s Table  
Bill Hyde .................... Robert Wright 
Ma  Hand ................... Don Stafford 
Grant Lawrence ............. Gavin Valle 
Mark Somervell............... Rick Bangs 

Evening  
Song Leader ....................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer ............. Steven Akin 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Paul Brown 

Wednesday, Dec 13 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Speaker .......................... Brian Wilks 

Sunday, Dec 17 
Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer .......... Charles Smith 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ...... Maverick Walker 

Evening  
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Opening Prayer ........... Don Stafford 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ................ Gavin Valle 

 
Ushers  
Tracy Frisinger ................. Jay Kelsey 
 

Building Lockup 
Joe Williamson. .. Denny Williamson 
 
Communion Prepara on 
Daryl Burrell .......... Stephen Estrada 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
December: Renee Frisinger, Melissa 
Lovelace, Anita Merz, Barbara Smith 
 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 

Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  

Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Cora Jonas, 

Russ Molenaar, Grady & Janice Moore, 

Be y Starling, Nancy Wallace 

 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 

Judy Barthel, The Bell Family, Ray 

Frisinger, Lura (Stovall) Lyles, Monty & 

Linda McNair, Alyssa Moore, Mary 

Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis Yates 

Rivers, Mary Sharp, Margie Simmons, 

Dennis Tilley, Gary Williamson, Tommy 

Williamson 

 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 

Juanita Barbee, Nelawyn Dalley, Lore a 

Knox, Alene McNair 

 

Announcements 
Helping Hands presents are due back to 

the building today. A Helping Hands 

Representa ve will be picking them up 

early Monday morning. 

 

We have a family for our “Holiday 
L.I.G.H.T Program” We have created a 
list of things that the children have 
asked for and things that they are in 
need of, as well as a sign‐up sheet that 
is on the back table of the auditorium.   
 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ Recep on for Grady and Janice 
Moore following evening worship. 
Please bring sandwiches, finger foods 
and/or chips & dips; dessert & drinks 
will be provided. 

TODAY ‐ Helping Hands “Elf Project” ‐ 
gi s are due back to the church  
building by this date (wrapped with the  
appropriate mi en hand a ached) 

Dec 21 ‐ Good Samaritans Christmas 
Breakfast, 9:30am in room 101 (All are 
Welcome) 

Dec 31 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing at 2:30pm 

 

Youth Calendar  

The last Friends in Faith for 2017, will 
be December 13th 
 
Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee 

Pew Packers immediately following 
morning worship 

Bible Bowl Prac ce @ 4:15pm 

Dec 13 ‐ Last Youth Singing Class of the 
Year, 5:45pm/Dinner 6:15pm/Class 

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


