
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Bible Class  9:30am 
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Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 
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 The Hebrews author writes in  
Hebrews 10:25 “not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as 
is the manner of some…” (NKJV). 
This passage is often cited to rebuke 
those who “miss church,” but is that 
really what the writer of Hebrews 
had in mind? 
 
How the Passage is Often Read 
 This passage is often used to 
compel church attendance. We are 
told that missing a Sunday or 
Wednesday service – without an 
adequate excuse – is “forsaking the 
assembly.” But is that what the 
writer of Hebrews meant? Did he 
really just mean, “Don’t skip church 
services”? 
 
The Book 
 The book of Hebrews was  
written to a group of Christians who 
had “endured a hard struggle with 
sufferings” (Hebrews 10:32). They 
were “exposed to reproach and  
affliction” (Hebrews 10:33). They 
witnessed their brothers and sisters 
being thrown into prison. They 
themselves “joyfully accepted the 
plundering of [their] proper-
ty” (Hebrews 10:34). 
 It sounds like to me this letter 
was written to Christians who  
experienced the “great persecution 
against the church in Jerusa-
lem” (Acts 8:1). Back then, these 

Jewish Christians endured this per-
secution with joy and faith. But 
now, decades later, their joy and 
faith seem to be wavering. Some of 
them are ready to abandon the way 
of Jesus. 
 The book of Hebrews is written 
to prevent that falling away. It is 
written to show that our covenant 
with Jesus is better than the old  
covenant. Jesus is a better high 
priest, who entered a better taber-
nacle, to offer a better sacrifice, and 
give to His people a better  
inheritance. To abandon Jesus 
would be the worst mistake anyone 
could ever make. 
 
The Immediate Context 
 Hebrews 10 is all about the fact 
that without Jesus, there is no  
forgiveness of sins. Jesus was the 
one single sacrifice for “all people” 
for “all time” (Hebrews 10:10-14). 
Therefore, if a person rejects the 
sacrifice Jesus made on their  
behalf, there remains no other 
way for them to be saved. 
 The writer is encouraging them 
to “hold fast without waver-
ing” (vs. 23). He is warning them 
not to “trample under foot” the 
Son of God” or “profane” the 
blood of the covenant by which 
they were sanctified” (vs. 29). He 
warns them not to “throw away” 
their confidence” (vs. 35) or to be 

Hebrews 10:25 Re‐examined 
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And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the day approaching. -  Hebrews 10:24-25 

like those who “shrink back” 
and are destroyed” (vs. 39). 
 It is only in the context of 
words and phrases like these 
that we can understand what it 
means to “forsake the assem-
bly.” 
 
The Meaning of the Verse 
 Hebrews 10:25 is often  
quoted by itself, but it is  
actually not even a complete 
sentence. The whole sentence of 
Hebrews 10:24-25 (NKJV) 
says: 
 
And let us consider one another 
in order to stir up love and 
good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves togeth-
er, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and 
so much the more as you see the 
day approaching. 
 
 The word translated 
“forsaking” is used several oth-
er times in the New Testament: 
 
 Jesus cried out, “My God, 

my God, why have you  
forsaken me?” (Matthew 
27:46; Mark 15:34). 

 God did not “abandon”  
Jesus in the realm of the 
dead (Acts 2:27, 31). 

 Paul said they were 
“persecuted,” but not 
“forsaken” (2 Corinthians 
4:9). 

 Several of Paul’s compan-
ions, including Demas, 
“deserted” him (2 Timothy 
4:10, 16). 

 God promised, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake 
you” (Hebrews 13:5). 

 
 As you can see, the word 
“forsake” carries with it the idea 
of “abandon” or “desert.” And 
that makes perfect sense in the 
context of being told, abandon-
ing Jesus would be the worst 
mistake anyone could make. It 
seems that some of the Chris-
tians in that congregation had 
already made it their manner 
of life to abandon, turn their 
back on, and desert the 
church. 
 The Hebrew writer is telling 
them to grow closer together. 
He is telling them to figure out 
ways to rekindle the desire in 
each other to love and do good 
works. He is telling them to  
encourage each other more and 
more, so that no one walks 
away from Christ. He is telling 
them not to turn their backs on 
the church and on the church’s 
togetherness. 
 
The Application 
 Does this passage mean the 
church should meet together, 
gather together, assemble  
together? Absolutely. That’s 
what it means to be the 
“church.” It means we are a 
group of people who have been 
gathered together by  
Jesus and we make it our cus-
tom to gather together regu-
larly to encourage each other 
and stir each other up to be lov-
ing and do good works. 

 But I do not believe it is fair 
to call missing a service, 
“forsaking the assembly.” There 
are plenty of people who’ve 
abandoned Christianity and 
abandoned their church family, 
but occasionally missing a ser-
vice is not the same as 
“forsaking the assembly.” 
 Think about it this way: I 
have a lot of work to do at the 
office today and I will probably 
have to miss dinner with my 
family this evening. It is disap-
pointing, but it does not mean I 
have made it my custom to 
“abandon eating with my 
family.” There are certainly 
some men who have aban-
doned, forsaken, or deserted 
their family togetherness, but 
occasionally missing dinner 
does not qualify. In fact, it 
would be downright cruel to 
accuse a husband and father of 
abandoning his family in a  
situation like this. 
 Similarly, it seems a vast  
exaggeration to accuse someone 
of “abandoning” congregational 
meetings because they were not 
present one week. Does this 
mean it’s ok for church togeth-
erness to not be a priority in our 
lives? Absolutely not. Being 
together with our church  
family should be of utmost 
importance to us. 
 And perhaps the more we 
focus on making our meetings a 
place where people are encour-
aged and stirred up to love and 
do good works, the more people 
will desire to come together. 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
Grady Moore  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinzer  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of Nov 5 
Sunday AM ........................ 174 
Contribution ............... $7,727 

Week of Nov 12 
Sunday AM ....................... 139 
Contribution .............. $8,205 

November 28, 2017 
@ 6:30 pm  

Ladies Bible Study 
At the home of Anita Merz 

Please bring your favorite holiday finger foods 

TODAY 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Nov 19 
Morning  
Announcements ............ Kelly Miller 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer . Clinton Rutherford 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .............. Ma  Walker 

Lord’s Table  
Tracy Frisinger ................. John Gray 
Joel Wilkinson .............. Russell Speir 
Maverick Walker ........... Joel Walker 
David Nuckels .... Denny Williamson 

Evening  
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Opening Prayer .......... Tom Pawelka 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .................. Jay Kelsey 

Wednesday, Nov 22 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Speaker ........................ John Moore 

Sunday, Nov 26 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................. Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ......... David Nuckels 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ... Darrell Underwood 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ...... Mark Somervell 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Paul Brown 

 
Ushers  ...... Lee Gully & Joel Walker 
 

Building Lockup 
Joel Wilkinson. ............... Gavin Valle 
 

Communion Prepara on 
Randy Banks .................. Paul Brown 

 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
November: Tara Hyde, Rhonda 
Kinser, Ruth Ann Somervell 
December: Renee Frisinger, Melissa 
Lovelace, Anita Merz, Barbara Smith 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Juanita Barbee, Opaline Bonner,  
Marvin & Mary Crumley, Nelawyn  
Dalley, Lore a Knox, The Fox Family, 
Alene McNair, Russ Molenaar, Janice 
Moore, The Pawelka Family, Leslie 
Speir, Be y Starling, Nancy Wallace 

 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
the Bell Family, Misty Ferris, Jerry & 
Josie Hash, Carol Heinemann, Jon Li le, 
Lura (Stovall) Lyles, Monty & Linda 
McNair, Gary Montgomery, Mary 
Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis Yates 
Rivers, Mary Sharp, Margie Simmons, 
Dennis Tilley, Barbara Valle,  
the Watson Family, Gary Williamson,  
Tommy Williamson 

 

Announcements 
At this wri ng, Janice Moore is in Room 
323 at South Aus n Hospital. Please 
keep Janice and her family in your  
prayers. Call Anita before visi ng Janice. 

 

We are saddened to announce that our 
Brother, Bob Fox, passed from this life 
early Thursday morning. Please keep 
Myra, Vikki and the Fox family in your 
prayers during this difficult me. 

 

Cora Jonas was able to return home 
last week. She will have a nurse looking 
in on her, but she is happy to be home. 
Please con nue to keep Sister Jonas in 
your prayers. 

 

Nancy Limes memorial service will be 
Friday, November 24th at 2:00pm at 
the church building.   

 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ “Walking Where Jesus Walked: 
Faith Lessons from the Land  

of the Bible” for our ladies presented 
by Carla Moore, 3pm in Room 101 

Nov 23‐24 ‐ Thanksgiving Holiday ‐ The 
Office is Closed 

Nov 28 ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study ‐ 6:30pm at 
the home of Anita Merz ‐ please bring 
your favorite holiday finger foods  

Dec 1 ‐ Ladies’ Ornament and Cookie 
Exchange at the home of Jennifer 
Nuckels ‐ Please bring one wrapped 
ornament, 4 dozen cookies and your 
favorite holiday appe zer  

Dec 7 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
Room 101 (all are welcome) 

Dec 10 ‐ Helping Hands “Elf Project” ‐ 
presents are due back to the church 
building by this date (wrapped with the 
appropriate mi en hand a ached) 

Dec 31 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing at 2:30pm 

 

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner  
Every Wednesday 6:15pm 
 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven 

 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee 

 

Pew Packers today immediately  
following morning worship 

 

Today ‐ Bible Bowl Prac ce @ 4:45pm 

Dec 2 ‐ Progressive Christmas Dinner 
for 6‐12th grade (details to follow) 

Dec 9 ‐ Christmas Party for 5th grade & 
under, 4:30pm at the home of Damon 
& Tara Hyde  

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


