
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 
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“And many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.”—Daniel 
12:2 
  
  As a child I had a dream that I was 
in hell. I didn’t have nightmares often, 
but this one was very realistic (the  
testament being that I remember it so 
many years later). I thought of hell  
often, the terror and tragedy of it all. 
This fear eventually moved me to  
accept Jesus and His offer of salvation. 
As I’ve matured in the faith, I don’t 
think of hell as frequently. This seems 
to be a necessary and inevitable  
outgrowth of maturing love for God  
(1 John 4:18; Rom. 8:1).  
  Yet I wonder if I’ve taken this to 
the other extreme; maybe the church 
has as well. Growing up I often heard 
sermons on hell and the proper  
response of faith to the gospel. Maybe 
the abundancy of these sermons, and 
the lack of lessons on the grace,  
mercy and love of the Lord led us to 
swing to the other direction.  
Regardless, a lack of teaching on the 
reality and eternality of hell is a  
dangerous trend—one which seems to 
be increasingly popular. 
 
So, what is the church’s teaching on 
hell? 
 
Hell is an eternal reality 
 
  The word “hell” is a translation of 
the Greek word often pronounced 

“Gehenna.” This term was used to  
describe a place of fire and  
destruction, similar to Sodom and  
Gomorrah (Jude 7). Historically, it 
was a condemned place where the 
kings of old offered their children in 
sacrifice to pagan gods (Jer. 7:31). In 
using this word, scripture places a  
tangible anchor for an intangible  
reality. When Jesus used this term He 
didn’t mean that individuals would be 
thrown into the literal valley, but it 
implied there is an unseen realm as 
real as the location in Jerusalem. 
  In fact, of the 12 times that the 
word is used in the Greek, 11 of the 
occurrences originate with Jesus 
(Matt. 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; Matt. 18:9). 
Jesus taught on hell more than anyone 
else in the New Testament. Of  
particular interest are His comments in 
Matthew 10:28: 
 
“And do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” 
 
  Notice that there is a continued  
existence after death in which God 
“destroys” the body and soul in hell. 
This realm is described a place of  
infinite corruption (Mark 9:48),  
impenetrable darkness (Jude 13), and 
eternal isolation from the fountain of 
beauty and goodness (2 Thess. 1:9). 
Some like to teach that hell is  
temporary, an eventual annihilation of 
the soul occurring after temporary  
suffering, but scripture doesn’t allow 
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this. Hell’s pain is described as a 
perpetual state of torment where 
the “fire isn’t quenched” and the 
“worm never dies.” Jesus used the 
same word to describe heaven 
(eternal) to describe hell, showing 
that both realms are equally  
enduring (Matt. 25:46). 
  This is not only the scriptural 
view of hell, but the historical one 
as well. The early Church Fathers 
viewed hell as a place of eternal 
torment (Justin: I Apol 12; 17; 28; 
52; 57; Athenagoras: Plea for the 
Christians, 31). While history isn’t 
as authoritative as scripture, it can 
help critique our modern  
assumptions by filtering it through 
traditional orthodoxy. This isn’t a 
question of what is palatable, but 
what is true. The sad truth is that 
scripture, and historical  
interpretations of scripture, attest 
to the reality of hell. 
 
Hell is a chosen reality 
 
  C.S. Lewis once wrote, “the 
gates of hell are locked on the  
inside” (The Problem of Pain, 
127). In The Great Divorce he 
writes, “There are only two kinds 
of people in the end: those who 
say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ 
and those to whom God says, 
‘Thy will be done.’” From Lewis’ 
standpoint, hell isn’t so much a 
place we are condemned but a  
reality we chose. Tim Keller 
writes in The Reason for God that 
“Hell is simply one’s freely  
chosen identity apart from God on 
a trajectory into infinity” (80). 
  This truth is attested to in  
scripture as well. When humanity 
is determined to rebel against 
God, rejecting his love and grace, 
then he gives them exactly what 
they ask for: 
 
“Therefore, God gave them up in 
the lusts of their hearts to  
impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 
because they exchanged the truth 

about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.”—Romans 1:24-
25 
 
“They refused to love the truth 
and so be saved. Therefore, God 
sends them a strong delusion, so 
that they may believe what is 
false, in order that all may be  
condemned who did not believe 
the truth but had pleasure in  
unrighteousness.”— 
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 
 
  Your eternal existence is  
simply an infinite echo of the life 
you previously chose. 
  Some reading this article who 
may be confused due to teachings 
they heard from other Christians. I 
want to make this point very clear: 
God wants you to be saved, but 
he will not force himself upon 
you (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9). As 
Lewis wrote, “He cannot ravish, 
he can only woo.” In opposition to 
what our Calvinist friends teach, 
God gives you the ability to accept 
or reject his mercy (John 12:48; 
Heb. 5:8-9). Your acceptance of 
God’s salvation through faith-
filled, penitent baptism is the 
“working of God” (Col. 2:12). 
You can choose to “save yourself” 
from the condemnation of eternal 
death through accepting the gospel 
(Acts 2:40). But, if you chose to 
reject Jesus, then your eternal  
existence will be a hell of your 
own choosing. 
 
Hell is a sentenced reality 
 
  While ultimately we chose our 
own eternal destination, this 
doesn’t negate the fact that Jesus 
has the final say in our judgment 
(John 12:48; Acts 17:30-31). It is 
God, not Satan, who condemns 
individuals to hell through his 
righteous decree (Matt. 10:28). 
When describing the return of  
Jesus, Paul writes that He “in  

flaming fire” will “inflict  
vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8). One of the 
final pictures of Jesus in  
Revelation is the image of a king 
who “will tread the winepress of 
the fury of the wrath of God the 
Almighty” (Rev. 19:15). 
  This is a picture of Jesus that 
many Christians, either through 
ignorant or negligent Bible study, 
aren’t familiar with. Some of this 
is due to the failure of their 
preachers to teach the truth  
concerning the wrath of God and 
the final condemnation of the 
wicked. While I understand the 
hesitancy in discussing such a  
deplorable subject, we also must 
recognize the importance and  
necessity of teaching difficult,  
unpalatable truths of scripture for 
the sake of the lost and the elect 
(Jude 3). If people don’t  
understand the terrible nature of 
the bad news, how can they  
understand their need for the good 
news? 
  I remember reading about a 
philosopher who was studying the 
subject of hell in the Berkley  
University Library, only to  
discover that most of the books 
were dated and dusty. After  
studying the subject, he  
commented that he found the very 
idea of hell as “both incredible 
and repulsive,” that the very idea 
of hell is the “maximum of evil.” 
No doubt, God would agree. It is 
because of this, in his infinite 
love, that He died to save us from 
His eternal contempt. Don’t live 
an eternal nightmare when you 
could enjoy infinite joy. 
 
I plead with you, repent and  
believe the gospel. Otherwise, the 
darkness of eternal torment 
awaits. 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
Grady Moore  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinzer  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of Oct 29 
Sunday AM ........................ 152 
Contribution ............. $10,054 

Week of Nov 5 
Sunday AM ........................ 174 
Contribution ............... $7,727 

November 28, 2017 
@ 6:30 pm  

Ladies Bible Study 
At the home of Anita Merz 

Please bring your favorite holiday finger foods 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

7:00pm 

 

At The Home Of Jacob Rutledge 

 

Dinner is Provided, But Please Bring  

Dessert, chips, or drinks 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Nov 12 
Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ........... Roland Merz 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................ Brian Wilks 

Lord’s Table  
Tracy Frisinger ................. John Gray 
Joel Wilkinson .............. Russell Speir 
Maverick Walker ........... Joel Walker 
David Nuckels .... Denny Williamson 

Evening  
Song Leader ....................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer .......... Charles Smith 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................. Ma  Hand 

Wednesday, Nov 15 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Speaker .................... Tracy Frisinger 

Sunday, Nov 19 
Morning  
Announcements ............ Kelly Miller 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer . Clinton Rutherford 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer .............. Ma  Walker 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ...... Mark Somervell 
Sermon ......................... Steven Akin 
Closing Prayer ............... Paul Brown 

 
Ushers  ...... Lee Gully & Joel Walker 
 

Building Lockup 
Joel Wilkinson. ............... Gavin Valle 
 

Communion Prepara on 
Randy Banks .................. Paul Brown 

 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
November: Tara Hyde, Rhonda 
Kinser, Ruth Ann Somervell 
December: Renee Frisinger, Melissa 
Lovelace, Anita Merz, Barbara Smith 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Juanita Barbee, Mark Crumley, Marvin 
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Nelawyn  
Dalley, Lore a Knox, The Fox family, 
Nancy Limes, Alene McNair, Russ  
Molenaar, Grady Moore, Leslie Speir, 
Be y Starling, Nancy Wallace 

 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Glen Banks, Bell Family, Raymond  
Gaude e, Jerry & Josie Hash, Carol 
Heinemann, Jon Li le, Lura (Stovall) 
Lyles, Monty & Linda McNair, Gary 
Montgomery, Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, Mary Sharp, 
Margie Simmons, Dennis Tilley, Barbara 
Valle, Watson Family, Tommy  
Williamson 

 

Announcements 

Our beloved sister Chris Watson passed 
away Thursday morning. Please keep 
Chris' family in your thoughts and  
prayers  during this difficult me. 

 

Leslie Speir had surgery on Friday, and 
all seems to have gone well.  She will be 
released from the hospital on Saturday.  
Please con nue to pray for Leslie  
during her recovery. 

 

Margie Simmons, mother of Nichole 
Bonne , is s ll in St. David’s South  
following her surgery.  Please con nue 
to keep her in your prayers during her 
recovery.  

 

Cora Jonas is s ll in Seton Main, Room 
352.  Carol said she is improving, but 
s ll no release date at this me.  Please 
con nue to include Cora in your daily 
prayers. 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ Baby Shower for Lindsey 
Pogue from 2pm to 4pm in Room 101 
(registered at Buy Buy Baby & Amazon; 

colors are baby pink & gold) 
Nov 16 ‐ Good Samaritans ‐ 9:30am in 
room 101 (all are welcome) 
Nov 16 ‐ Men’s Bible Study ‐ 7:00pm at 
the home of Jacob Rutledge  ‐ Dinner 
will be provided, but please bring  
desserts, chips, or drinks.  (please sign 
the list on the back table so that Jacob 
can get a headcount) 

Nov 19 ‐ “Walking Where Jesus Walked: 
Faith Lessons from the Land  
of the Bible” for our ladies presented 
by Carla Moore, 3pm in Room 101 

Nov 23‐24 ‐ Thanksgiving Holiday ‐ The 
Office is Closed 

Nov 28 ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study ‐ 6:30pm at 
the home of Anita Merz ‐ please bring 
your favorite holiday finger foods  
 

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner  
Every Wednesday 6:15pm 
 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks 7:45‐
8:15am with Steven 
 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 7:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee 
 

Pew Packers today immediately  
following morning worship 

Bible Bowl Prac ce Today @ 4:45pm 
 

Nov 15 ‐ Youth Singing Class, 5:45pm 

dinner / 6:15pm class 

Nov 18 ‐ Area‐Wide Devo, 4 ‐ 6:30pm  
hosted by Dripping Springs, Speaker: 
Raoul Ferris  

Dec 2 ‐ Progressive Christmas Dinner,  
6‐12th grade (details to follow) 

Dec 9 ‐ Christmas Party for 5th grade & 
under at the home of Damon & Tara 
Hyde (details to follow) 

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


