
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Charles Spurgeon once wrote that 
prayer “pulls the rope down below and the 
great bell rings above in the ears of God. 
Some scarcely stir the bell, for they pray 
so languidly; others give only an occasion-
al jerk at the rope. But he who communi-
cates with heaven is the man who grasps 
the rope boldly and pulls continuously 
with all his might.” It’s a beautiful senti-
ment. But, if that’s true, why does it seem 
that God doesn’t hear “the great bells” that 
you are ringing in personal prayer? Why 
do your prayers go seemingly unanswered 
while the requests of others simply fall in 
their lap?  In other words, why doesn’t 
God answer all your prayers?  
 
This troubles many Christians. We read 
passages like “If you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it” (John 14:14) and 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you” (Matt. 7:7) and wonder 
what we are doing wrong. Many in the 
past have said, “God answers every pray-
er—just not always in the way we like.” 
This is true. Maybe the real question then 
is “Why does God sometimes say no?” 
 
It would be the height of arrogance for us 
to assume that we absolutely know the 
mind of God. While we are given God’s 
redemptive truth, embodied within His 
Son and written in scripture, this doesn’t 
mean that we can absolutely determine 
every purpose of God’s sovereign will. 
God reminds us that:  
 
“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is 
no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I 
wound and I heal; and there is none that 
can deliver out of my hand.” 

--Deuteronomy 32:39 
 
God reigns in sovereign rule— this is His 

right as the creator and sustainer of the 
universe; for, ““For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor?” (Rom. 11:34).  
 
But, while we may not comprehend the 
depth of God’s wisdom in His sovereign 
decisions, that doesn’t mean that we can’t 
know why God doesn’t answer certain 
prayers. Here are five reasons God won’t 
answer every prayer.  
 
It’s not according to His ultimate  
purpose  
  Many often ask “What does God want 
from me?” They constantly search for a 
sign, for some still small voice, to put 
them in the right direction. Yet scripture 
tells us God’s ultimate purpose for our 
life:  
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heaven-
ly places, even as he chose us in him be-
fore the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. 
In love he predestined us for adoption to 
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, ac-
cording to the purpose of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace, with which he 
has blessed us in the Beloved. 

--Ephesians 1:3-6 
 
God’s ultimate purpose is the glorification 
of His Name (His glorious grace) through 
the adoption and sanctification of humani-
ty. That is, God’s predestined purpose for 
His children is to make Himself look good 
through making them look godly. God’s 
name is most glorified when we are con-
formed more fully to the image of Jesus.  
Because of this, God may say “no” to your 
prayer because it will harm your sanctifi-
cation, which would ultimately diminish 
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His glory. As our hunger for God 
grows, we recognize that it is the glo-
ry of God’s name which gives us ulti-
mate purpose and joy, not passing 
comforts (however meaningful they 
may seem). One of the greatest exam-
ples of this is the Lord’s response to 
Paul’s request to be delivered from 
some physical malady in 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9:  
 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.”  
 
This is a difficult truth for us to learn, 
but sometimes God’s glory works in 
the shadow of unanswered prayers. 
Inevitably our prayers are answered 
“according to his will” (James 4:15; 1 
John 5:14).  
 
It’s not for Your ultimate good  

If you’re a parent, you realize the 
stress of going to the grocery store. 
No matter how often we discipline 
our children, they inevitably think 
that every trip means we are Christ-
mas shopping. “Daddy can I have” is 
the soundtrack of my life. It may sur-
prise some to hear that we very rarely 
buy our children toys/candy on the 
spot. We recognize that not every re-
quest should be fulfilled. In fact, 
there’s a word to describe a child who 
gets everything they want: spoiled. It 
isn’t in the ultimate good of our chil-
dren to satisfy their every whim. To 
develop them into healthy, stable 
adults we must teach them the im-
portance of wants, needs, and delayed 
gratification.  
 
This perspective may help us in un-
derstanding God’s purpose through 
unanswered prayers: your request 
may not be for your ultimate good. 
God’s unconquerable purpose for His 
children is to give them unending, 
eternal goodness (Rom. 8:28). While 
some find this difficult to hear, scrip-
ture constantly affirms that God’s 
good purpose can still work (and fact 
seems to only work) through unmet 
expectations, difficulties, and hard-
ship. As we wrestle in faith, and 
“labor in prayer” (Col. 4:12) we dis-
cover that God often develops our 
character by withholding a given re-

quest.  
 
It’s not for the Ultimate good of 
another  

While our prayers often focus on 
our immediate needs, we sometimes 
forget that we are not the only one 
God is watching out for. There are 
times in our family when my daughter 
will request something of me, but I 
deny her that desire because it would 
hurt her brother in some way. This 
doesn’t mean that I love her brother 
more, but as the father I must take 
into account the total benefit/cost of 
answering their individual request.  
 
Whether we recognize it or not, 
sometimes our request could hinder 
the working God is trying to accom-
plish in another and therefore He de-
nies that plea. At other times we pray 
hurtful, harmful things (venting in 
frustration over our spouse, family, or 
coworker) which the Lord, in His 
wisdom, may recognize would have 
harmful effects on others if allowed 
(James 4:1-3).  
 
It’s not asked in absolute faith 

Prayer is often more difficult 
than we assume. As we previously 
mentioned, Paul wrote about Epa-
phras “laboring in prayer.” Some-
times this struggle comes from our 
lack of trust in God. The Spirit teach-
es in James 4:5-8:  
 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and it will be 
given to him. But let him ask in faith, 
with no doubting, for he who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea driven and 
tossed by the wind. For let not that 
man suppose that he will receive any-
thing from the Lord; he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.” 
 
Prayer requires an absolute trust in 
the power, provision, and love of our 
Father. This doesn’t mean that we 
must go to God believing every re-
quest will be answered, but that we 
trust in His sovereign goodness and 
ability to accomplish what He ulti-
mately wills in our life. While it isn’t 
popular to say, sometimes our prayers 

aren’t answered because we lack 
faith.  
 
It’s not asked with righteous  
purpose  

We often like to believe that we 
have the purest of intentions when 
praying, yet James tells us about a 
group of people who were requesting 
things from God without receiving 
due to unholy motives:  
 
“You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that 
you may spend it on your pleasures.” 

 –James 4:3 
 
What are our motives in praying to 
God? Are we requesting out of self-
ishness or service? God ultimately 
knows the inner motives of our heart 
and may deny certain request because 
of our intentions. This requires medi-
tation and reflection as we sanctify 
our request through the filter of God’s 
truth, aligning ourselves more fully to 
His purpose. For, our greatest desire 
is to pray as our Lord “Not my will, 
but yours be done.” My will is often 
tainted, stubborn, and selfish, but 
God’s will is holy, self-giving, faith-
ful, and loving—and it is in that will 
we trust as we pray.  
 
As we conclude, let me give this one 
caveat: I am not attempting to give 
the exact reason as to why God didn’t 
answer your specific prayer. I can’t 
judge your heart, your motives, or 
your faith—I certainly can’t judge 
God’s. I realize many requests are 
poured out to God in fervency at the 
bed of a loved one as they struggle 
with chronic pain or terminal illness 
only to have the silence of the walls 
answer back. I don’t pretend to know 
every instance or answer. But I do 
know that God loves you more deeply 
than anyone ever could.  I know that 
God still answers prayers. I know that 
He is actively working to accomplish 
His will in us as we “work out our 
own salvation in fear and trem-
bling” (Phil. 2:12-13). 
 
And I also believe, as Garth Brooks 
once sang, that “Some of God’s great-
est gifts, are unanswered prayers.” 
Amen.  
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Tracy Frisinger  
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For the Record  
Week of Sep 24 
Sunday AM ........................ 172 
Contribution ............. $15,138 

Week of Oct 1 
Sunday AM ........................ 135 
Contribution .............. $5,806 

Saturday, October 14th 

3-4pm in Room 101 

Please join us for a devotional led by 

the young ladies of the congregation.  

Refreshments will be served.   

October 24th, 2017 
@ 6:30 pm  

Ladies Bible Study 

At the home of 
 Jennifer Nuckels 

In Need Of A Host 

For Our 

Men’s Bible Study 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 

7:00pm 



Privileged to Serve 
 

Sunday, Oct 8 
Morning  
Announcements ........................ Kelly Miller 
Scripture Reading ................ To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................................BrianWilks 
Opening Prayer ............................Jay Kelsey 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ....................... Charles Smith 

 
Lord’s Table  
Roland Merz ..................... Stephen Estrada 
Damon Hyde ........................... Don Stafford 
Jus n Wright .............................. Gavin Valle 
Randy Banks .............................. Nick Stoots 
 

Evening  
Song Leader .......................... David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ......................... Steven Akin 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Clinton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday, Oct 11 
Prayers ................................. To Be Selected 
Song Leader ............................ Damon Hyde 
Speaker ..................................... Steven Akin 

 
Sunday, Oct 15 
Morning  
Announcements .................. Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading ................ To Be Selected 
Song Leader ............................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ..................... Winton Kinser 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ......................... Don Stafford 

 
Evening  
Song Leader ................................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer ...................... Grady Moore 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .............. Darrell Underwood 
 
Ushers 

Russell Speir .......................... John Gray 
Building Lockup 
Winston Kinser ....... . ........ Damon Hyde 
Communion Prepara on 
Russell Speir ........... . ...... Robert Wright 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Juanita Barbee, Mark Crumley, Marvin 
Crumley, Nelawyn Dalley, Myra Fox 
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair, Carolyn 
Rutherford,  Pat Schellin, Be y Starling, 
Lea Valle, Nancy Wallace, Chris  
Watson, Gary Williamson 

 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Glen Banks, Jerry & Josie Hash, Carol 
Heinemann, Jon Li le, Lura (Stovall) 
Lyles, Monty & Linda McNair, Gary 
Montgomery,  Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Wesley Pair, Gracey (Sorrell) 
Pate, Avis Yates Rivers, Brian Lee  
Rutherford, Mary Sharp, Mike &  
Madeleine Showalter, Dennis Tilley 

 

Announcements 
Carolyn Rutherford was admi ed to 
Seton main on Thursday. She is in  
room 374 in the West wing where she 
will be undergoing tests.  
 

Esther Talley & Ma  Cain exchanged 
vows in a private ceremony in Central 
Park New York on September 14th, 
2017. Please join them for a recep on 
on October 28th, 2017 from 6‐8pm in 
room 101 to celebrate their new life 
together. 

 

Fellowship Care Group 
Oct 8 ‐ No Care Group Mee ng  
Oct 15 ‐ Grady Moore’s Care Group  

 

 Mark Your Calendars  
Oct 14 ‐ Ladies Tea Party from 3‐4pm  
in Room 101 Ladies join us for a  
devo onal led by the young ladies of 
the congrega on, Refreshments will be 
served 

Oct 14 ‐ Southwest Church of Christ 
Ladies Day ‐ 9:00am, details on bulle n 

board 
Oct 17  ‐ Men’s Bible Study ‐ details to 
follow 
Oct 24  ‐ Ladies Bible Study 6:30pm at 
the home of Jennifer Nuckels ‐ details 
to follow 
Oct 28 ‐ Wedding Recep on for Ma  
Cain & Esther Talley/Cain, 6‐8pm in 
Room 101 
Oct 28 ‐ Ladies Day @ Highway 95 
Church of Christ ‐ see bulle n board for 
details 
Oct 29 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 
Home Singing, 2:30 pm 

Nov 5 ‐ First Sunday Focus ‐ details to 
follow 

Nov 4 ‐ Hymns in the Hill Country  
presented be Buda/Kyle Church of 
Christ, 2pm at  Camp Ben McCulloch 
Pavilion (details on back table of the 
auditorium as well as the bulle n 
board in the foyer) 

Nov 19 ‐ “Walking Where Jesus 
Walked: Faith Lessons from the Land  
of the Bible” for our  Ladies presented 
by Carla Moore, 3pm in Room 101  

 

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner Every  

Wednesday at 6:00pm 
TODAY ‐ Pew Packers for PreK‐5th 
grade, down front in the auditorium  
following morning worship  
TODAY ‐ Bible Bowl Prac ce ‐ 4:45pm 
Oct 11– No Youth Singing Class 
Oct 14 ‐ Ladies Tea Party from 3‐4pm in 
Room 101 ‐ Ladies join us for a  
devo onal led by the young ladies of 
the congrega on  (Refreshments will 
be served) 
Oct 14  ‐ Haunted House Trip for 6th 
Grade & Up (details to follow) 
Oct 21 ‐ Devo for 6th Grade & Up at 
the home of The Somervell’s ‐ details 
to follow 
Oct 31 ‐ Trunk or Treat at the Church 

building, details to follow 
Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


