
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

Between 640 and 615 B.C., the 
prophet Habakkuk wrote to the nation of 
Israel concerning their dreaded enemy: 
Babylon. Previously, God had used  
Assyria as His tool to punish the Israelite 
people. Now He would use the rising  
power of Babylon to punish both Assyria 
and Judah. In light of his people’s  
approaching doom, Habakkuk was 
plagued with questions for God. How 
could a merciful God use such a terrible 
nation to punish people less wicked than 
themselves?  

To say there are aspects of life, and 
even of God, that we simply don’t  
understand would be obvious and trite. 
Our Heavenly Father dwells on a level of 
existence we will never approach, much 
less achieve. Yet, we can have full  
assurance that God’s justice is always  
proportional to His grace, love, and  
holiness. For the duration of our exile on 
this Earth, many of life’s questions will 
have to remain unanswered, demanding 
that “the righteous … live by his 
faith” (Habakkuk 2:4).  

 Over 700 years later, the apostle 
Paul would express the exact sentiment 
but in a vastly different context. Galatian 
(Gentile) Christians were being pressured 
into physical circumcision and other  
tenants of the Law of Moses by Jewish 
converts. The “Apostle to the Gentiles” 
writes to encourage and instruct them  
concerning the Old Law and how it  
applied to them. When the rubber met the 
road, it was incapable of justifying them 

before God (Gal. 3:11). To illustrate, if 
someone was driving 70 miles per hour 
when they saw a sign that said the speed 
limit was 45, they would be guilty of 
breaking the law. The sign only pointed 
out the fact that they were speeding; it was 
incapable of fixing the problem. The Law 
of Moses filled a similar role in that it 
pointed out the faults of God’s people, but 
offered no solution or salvation. (If full 
salvation had been available under the 
Law, we would have had no need for 
Christ’s sacrifice.) Thus, the Law was a 
curse (3:10). Providentially, Christ left 
Heaven, took on flesh, “redeemed us from 
the curse of the law” (3:13), and became a 
curse for us, nailing the Old Law to His 
cross (Col. 2:14). “But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a guardian, 
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith” (3:25,26). Faith has taken 
the place of the Old Law. 

 An important question must then be 
asked: what kind of faith does God want 
His children to demonstrate? First, He  
desires an obedient faith. A casual read-
ing of Hebrews 11 will make this principle 
plain enough for anyone to understand! 
Dozens of people throughout time are 
mentioned in this chapter and each  
reference follows a specific sequence: “by 
faith a certain person completed a certain 
action that was pleasing to God.” Their 
faith was made evident through their  
obedience! James 2:18, 19 says, “But 
someone will say, ‘You have faith and I 
have works.’ Show me your faith apart 
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from your works, and I will show you 
my faith by my works. You believe 
that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe–and shudder!” 
Faith unproven is completely useless 
(James 2:17, 20-26). With this  
understanding, the New Testament 
Christian can truthfully say “I am 
saved by faith” because faith will  
result in compliance with God’s  
expectations! A God-obeying faith is 
a God-pleasing faith. 

 Second, God is interested in a 
visible faith. In the “Sermon on the 
Mount” Jesus mentioned that His  
followers would be “the light of the 
world” and “a city set on a hill.” 
Based on this principle, He calls us to 
let that “light shine before  
others” (Matt. 5:14-16). Jesus knew 
His followers would be visible in the 
world because they (we) are imitating 
Him, making a clear distinction  
between us and those who walk in 
darkness. In the wake of our  
conversion, we have adopted different 
principles, aspirations, habits,  

demeanors, and friendships. Our 
standards and priorities have been 
realigned to reflect our Father’s. No 
longer focusing on the carnal  
pleasures of this world (Rom. 8:6), 
“all things have become new” for the 
baptized penitent believer (2 Cor. 
5:17). Due to these differences, it is 
easy for those in Christ to feel 
ashamed or embarrassed by their 
newly adopted lifestyle. Let us  
remember that if we are ashamed of 
our Lord before the world, He will be 
ashamed of us before His Father (Mk. 
8:38; Luke 9:26; Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 
1:7,8; 2:15). You may ask, what is the 
motivation that drives this obvious, 
visible faith? Why should I “let my 
light so shine before others?” “So  
that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is 
in Heaven” (Matt. 5:16). However, in 
the next chapter our Master offers a 
word of warning: “Beware of  
practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by 

them…” (6:1). Motivation and  
mindset are key! 

 Last, God will not be pleased 
with my faith unless it is defended. If 
my faith is obedient, it will most  
certainly be visible, and if it is visible, 
I will most certainly be called on to 
defend it! Contrary to what some in 
the religious community would have 
you believe, God is not interested in 
His people having a blind faith that 
accepts whatever it hears. We want an 
informed and substantiated  
confidence! We must love God with 
our minds by choosing an  
evidence-based faith (Matt. 22:37, 38) 
and not one founded on our personal 
feelings, preferences, or emotions. 
Because properly interpreted  
evidence supports our faith, reason 
and logic are on our side as well  
(Acts 17:2, 3).  

 The righteous will most  
assuredly live by faith, but only by 
faith that is pleasing to God. Won’t 
you choose a faith that is obedient, 
visible, and defended?  

First Sunday Focus  

 

Today 

Morning Class 9:30am...Worship 10:30am…Potluck 

Lunch…Followed by Afternoon Worship at 1:30pm  

(There will be No Evening Worship) 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

-Galatians 2:20- 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
Grady Moore  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinzer  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of Sep 17 
Sunday AM ....................... 160 
Contribution ...............$5,603 

Week of Sep 24 
Sunday AM ........................ 172 
Contribution ............. $15,138 

Saturday, October 14th 

3-4pm in Room 101 

Please join us for a devotional  

led by the young ladies of the  

congregation.  

Refreshments will be served.   



Privileged to Serve 
 

Sunday, Oct 1 
Morning  
Announcements ..................... Damon Hyde 
Scripture Reading ................ To Be Selected 
Song Leader ............................ Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ............................ John Gray 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .................. Maverick Walker 

 
Lord’s Table  
Roland Merz ..................... Stephen Estrada 
Damon Hyde ........................... Don Stafford 
Jus n Wright .............................. Gavin Valle 
Randy Banks .............................. Nick Stoots 
 

Evening  
Song Leader .......................... David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ......................... Steven Akin 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............... Clinton Rutherford 
 

Wednesday, Oct 4 
Prayers ................................. To Be Selected 
Song Leader .......................... David Nuckels 
Speaker ............................... Jacob Rutledge 

 
Sunday, Oct 8 
Morning  
Announcements .................. Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading ................ To Be Selected 
Song Leader ............................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer ............................Jay Kelsey 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ....................... Charles Smith 

 
Evening  
Song Leader ............................ Roland Merz 
Opening Prayer .......................... Ma  Hand 
Sermon ............................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............................ Darrell Ball 
 
Ushers 

Russell Speir .......................... John Gray 
Building Lockup 
Winston Kinser ....... . ........ Damon Hyde 
Communion Prepara on 
Russell Speir ........... . ...... Robert Wright 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 

Juanita Barbee, Mark Crumley, Marvin 

Crumley, Nelawyn Dalley, Myra Fox 

Lore a Knox, Alene McNair, Pat  

Schellin, Be y Starling, Nancy Wallace, 

Chris Watson, Gary Williamson 

 

Family & Friends of Church Family 

Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 

Glen Banks, Jerry & Josie Hash, Carol 

Heinemann, Jon Li le, Lura (Stovall) 

Lyles, Monty & Linda McNair, Gary 

Montgomery,  Mary Moore, Edward 

O’Daniel, Wesley Pair, Gracey (Sorrell) 

Pate, Avis Yates Rivers, Brian Lee  

Rutherford, Mary Sharp, Mike &  

Madeleine Showalter, Dennis Tilley 

 

Updates to the Prayer List 

Myra Fox had an out‐pa ent procedure 

on Friday as is doing well. Please keep 

her in your prayers as she recovers 

 

Fellowship Care Group 
Oct 1 ‐ No mee ng/ First Sunday Focus 

Oct 15 ‐ Grady Moore’s Care Group 

 

 Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐  First Sunday Focus &  

Fellowship Potluck ‐ Please bring your 

favorite dish and dessert 

Oct 6‐8 ‐ Weber Road CofC Lecture  

Series “Our God is an Awesome God” 

Speaker Wayne Jones, flyer on the  

bulle n board in the foyer 

Oct 14 ‐ Ladies Tea Party from 3‐4pm  

in Room 101 Ladies join us for a  

devo onal led by the young ladies of 

the congrega on, Refreshments will be 

served 

Oct 14 ‐ Southwest Church of Christ 

Ladies Day ‐ 9:00am, details on bulle n 

board 

Oct 29 ‐ Hill Country Care Nursing 

Home Singing, 2:30 pm 

Nov 4 ‐ Hymns in the Hill Country  

presented be Buda/Kyle Church of 

Christ, 2pm at  Camp Ben McCulloch 

Pavilion (details on back table of the 

auditorium as well as the bulle n 

board in the foyer) 

Nov 19 ‐ “Walking Where Jesus 

Walked: Faith Lessons from the Land  

of the Bible” for our  Ladies presented 

by Carla Moore, 3pm in Room 101  

 

Youth Calendar  

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  

Wednesday at 6:00pm 

TODAY ‐ Pew Packers for PreK‐5th 

grade, down front in the auditorium  

following morning worship  

No Bible Bowl Prac ce today dur to First 

Sunday Focus 

Oct 4 ‐ Youth Singing Class, 6:15pm in 

the Library 

Oct 14 ‐ Ladies Tea Party from 3‐4pm in 

Room 101 ‐ Ladies join us for a  

devo onal led by the young ladies of 

the congrega on  (Refreshments will 

be served) 

Oct 14  ‐ Haunted House Trip for 6th 

Grade & Up (details to follow) 

Oct 21 ‐ Devo for 6th Grade & Up at 

the home of The Somervell’s ‐ details 

to follow 

Oct 21‐22 ‐ Weber Road CofC  Youth 

Rally at Camp Bandina, Presents 

“Jonah; The Running Man” the flyer is 

on the Youth bulle n board in the  

foyer 

Oct 31 ‐ Trunk or Treat at the Church 

building, details to follow 

Dec 16‐23 ‐ Colorado Ski Trip   


