
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

If you worship at the Dripping Springs 
Church of Christ, you will witness 
practices which seem out of place in 
popular Christianity: we sing as a  
congregation without the use of  
instruments; there is no praise team or 
choir; prayers are led and a sermon is 
preached from the Bible. The service is 
simple. There is nothing spectacular 
about what we do. Some feel  
uncomfortable with this simply  
because it is unfamiliar. If the other 
practices don’t phase them, our  
practice of the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion) might: as we partake, 
there is absolute silence. During this 
time, if a baby cries, they are quickly 
hushed or taken out of the  
auditorium—not because they have to, 
but the silence seems to demand it. A 
cell phone ringing is the height of  
embarrassment during this time. Even 
coughing or sneezing seems like an 
intrusion. Some may wonder, in light 
of how uncomfortable it makes some, 
why we chose to remain silent during 
this time. Here are a few reasons. 

It challenges the culture of noise 

 America has created a culture of 
noise. Whether we are in the car or the 
grocery store, we are surrounded by 
music of some kind. In fact if we enter 
a business and they don’t have music 
playing, we immediately feel  
uncomfortable. Many of us can’t even 
sleep without “white noise”—a fan or 
a TV playing in the background lulls 
us to sleep. We listen to podcasts while 

we brush our teeth, the news when we 
go for a run and have the TV playing 
so often in our home we don’t even 
notice that it’s on. Noise is the new 
norm. 

 And in some ways, we are worse for 
it. Silence forces us to think, to  
contemplate and to meditate. We are 
made to spend time with the self and 
reflect. Long periods of silence often 
moves our minds toward deeper  
realities: our morality, purpose and the 
fear of isolation. At other times, it 
gives our intellect a rest from the  
constant barrage of information and we 
have a chance to remember and  
reminisce on the past. Often our  
imagination is stifled by constant  
stimulation, but silence faces us with 
the demand to create. Many times our 
decisions are emotionally based—a 
practice that is encouraged by an  
overdramatized culture in which we 
feel every moment must be  
romanticized. This over-saturation of 
noise is historically unprecedented. 
The technology we surround ourselves 
with, although beneficial in many 
ways, can insidiously damage an  
important part of human experience 
(i.e. silence) if we aren’t careful. We 
need time to reflect, to think and  
mediate on deep truths—reality  
altering truths. 

 This is why I believe silence during 
the Lord’s Supper is so important. We 
need a time where our emotions aren’t 
manipulated by lighting, music, or 
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even a pleasant sounding hymn. 
We need a time to sit with the real-
ity of self—with all of our sin and 
brokenness—and think on the 
grace given to us in the blood and 
body and the demands it makes of 
us in the coming week. We need to 
contemplate our  
mortality, and what it would mean 
without the realities these symbols 
represent: a black, cold existence 
without the death and resurrection 
of our Lord. Our hearts need rest 
and reflection, free from the  
distraction of noise; to be still 
(literally, let our hands hang loose, 
free from anxiety) and see what 
the Lord has done (Psa. 46:10). 
The church preserves and presents 
a community of reflection and 
meditation; a place where you are 
given time, on a weekly basis, to 
think deeply on the most reality 
shattering truth: the death,  
resurrection, and future return of 
Jesus. 

It instills a sense of sacred 

 There is a reason that we pause 
for a moment of silence when 
someone has passed or a tragic 
event occurs: it is to honor the  
significance of the moment by  
interrupting the normal cacophony 
of daily existence with pause. It 
creates a sacred space of silence in 
which we honor those who have 
passed and recognize the tragedy 
they endured. 

 In a similar way when we pause 
in silence on Sunday as we partake 
of communion, we recognize, in 
awe and wonder, the great tragedy 
and triumph of Calvary. As we 
sometimes sing, “This is holy 
ground. We’re standing on holy 
ground.” The culture of modern 
day Christianity seems to stomp 
on anything sacred; to scoff at  
anyone who calls for proper form/

attire when approaching God in 
worship. Maybe there is some 
truth to the critiques of the past; 
yet, in our desire to create a  
culture of ordinary, we may have 
trampled the sacred. Christians 
need to be reminded on a weekly 
basis that they live in the presence 
of the Lord; that their heart and 
life is sacred space for the Holy 
One. If all the earth is to keep  
silence before Him, shouldn’t His 
people (Hab. 2:20)? 

It reminds us of the  
transcendent 

 Speaking of the realities that 
Christians experiences within the 
kingdom, Hebrews 12:22-24 says: 

 “But you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of the  
righteous made perfect, and to  
Jesus, the mediator of a new  
covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood that speaks a better word 
than the blood of Abel.” 

 The Christian experiences a 
new reality within Christ; one that 
is tied to our current existence but 
transcends our present experience. 
We live, trusting in the promises 
of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:7) and the 
new reality he will one day bring 
in the “new heavens and new earth 
where righteousness dwells” (2 
Pet. 3:13). We live in expectation, 
and the future reality of the  
fulfillment of God’s reign  
transforms how we live in the 
now. 

 Yet, on a daily basis we are  
surrounded by a culture that  

pushes us to trust only in the  
moment; to live for the passing 
and pleasurable. This is  
subconsciously enforced by the 
mad rush of American  
consumerism, the tabloid ethic of 
fame and happiness, and constant 
buzz of social media. More than 
ever, Christians need time to  
reflect and meditate on the  
transcendent reality they are called 
to live. To recognize that God has 
worked and will work again (1 
Cor. 11:17ff). That there is a  
power—a personality—that  
transcends the frantic noise of the  
nations. That there is a “deeper 
magic” (as Lewis would say) 
which is the stronger undercurrent 
of reality—a strength that politics, 
popularity and power can’t  
control. I believe that moments of  
silence, like we experience in 
communion, reinforces the  
Biblical worldview. It forces 
God’s people, for a moment every 
week, to stop and recognize that 
something glorious occurred and is 
currently working toward its  
ultimate end. 

Conclusion 

 While I can’t necessarily point 
to a scripture which demands  
absolute silence during  
communion, I believe the  
theological roots are there. Before 
we reject tradition, we should 
think more deeply and  
discerningly about our motives in 
the present and the reasons of the 
past. The discipline of silence 
within the worship of the church is 
an important part of spiritual  
formation. Its a precious jewell in 
the crown of the church of Christ 
(and others who may practice it) 
and one I hope we will preserve 
and defend for generations to 
come. 

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”   - 1 Corinthians 11: 23-24 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  

Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  

Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Daniel Sackey 
Liberia, West Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

Life Verlooy 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Jan 7 
Sunday AM ........................ 165 
Contribution ............. $10,053 

Week of  Jan 14 
Sunday AM ....................... 169 
Contribution .............. $5,830 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Jan 21 
Morning  
Announcements ......... Damon Hyde 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer .............. Brian Wilks 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................ Gavin Valle 

Lord’s Table  
Kelly Miller ..................... Brian Wilks 
Winston Kinser .......... Charles Smith 
Randy Banks ...... Darrell Underwood 
Daryl Burrell ............. Joseph Sherrill 

Evening  
Song Leader ................ Roland Merz 
Opening Prayer ................. Mat Cain 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .................. Jay Kelsey 

Wednesday, Jan 24 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Speaker ............................ Jay Kelsey 

Sunday, Jan 28 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Brian Wilks 
Opening Prayer ......... Joel Wilkinson 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................ Tim Wright 

Evening  
Song Leader .............. David Nuckels 
Opening Prayer ..... Stephen Estrada 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ......... Winston Kinser 

Ushers  
Ma  Walker ................... Tim Wright 

Building Lockup 
Lee Gully. ...................... Joel Walker 

Communion Prepara on 
Jay Kelsey ......................... John Gray 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
January: Catherine Akin, Tracy 
Wright, Carolyn Gully, Sheri Bangs 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 
March: Karla Gray, Tammy Hyde,  
Jo Kelsey, Karen Perrone 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Nelawyn  
Dalley, Cora Jonas, Be y Starling 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Judy Barthel, Lura (Lyles) Stovall, Monty 
& Linda McNair, Gary Montgomery, 
Alyssa Moore, Mary Moore, Edward 
O’Daniel, Avis Yates Rivers, Andrew 
Sanchez, Regina Sanchez, Mary Sharp, 
Mickey Spence, Dennis Tilley, Don 
Walker, Gary Williamson, Tommy  
Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Updates to the Prayer List 
Regina Sanchez, mother of Tara Hyde, 
was recently diagnosed with  
Parkinson's Disease.  

Andrew Sanchez, brother of Tara Hyde, 
suffers from sudden vision impairment 
that has cause him to lose almost all of 
his vision.  Andrew had his first eye  
procedure Wednesday and will have a 
second procedure on the other eye on 
January 31st 

Don Walker, the director at Southwest 
Church of Christ, has been in the  
hospital this week. He is improving but 
will remain in the hospital un l further 
no ce. Please keep brother Walker in 
your thoughts and prayers during this 

me. 

Announcements 
All Ladies’ interested in a ending our 
annual “Ladies’ Retreat” on April 6‐7 
please plan to a end a kick‐off mee ng 
on Wednesday, January 24th at 6:00pm 
in the auditorium.  

We are in need of volunteers to help 
provide meals for our Youth Friends in 
Faith Dinners. If you are willing and 
able to provide a meal, please see the 
sign‐up sheet on the bulle n board  
outside of room 101 

The order for the Men’s Bible Study 
book “Twelve Ordinary Men” will be 
placed this week. Sign‐up sheet is  
on the back table of the auditorium  
($9‐$12). 

Mark Your Calendars  
TODAY ‐ Kinser Baby Shower, 2pm  
at the home of Stephanie Reed (10703 
Indian Scout Trail, 78736 (Gate Code: 
3114)) Rhonda is registered at Target 

and Buy Buy Baby 

Jan 23  ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study; 6:30pm at 
the home of Tammy Hyde (taco soup is 
on the menu; please bring fixins) 

Jan 24 ‐ Ladies’ Retreat Planning 
Mee ng; 6:00pm in the auditorium 

Jan 26  ‐ H.A.N.D.S Apprecia on  
Breakfast for all our Hays County First 
Responders; 7‐9am in room 101 

Jan 28 ‐ Rutledge Baby Shower  
a er evening service (all are invited) 
please bring sandwiches, chips, and 
dips. Drinks and dessert will be  
provided; Jessica is registered at Target 
and Babies R Us 

Jan 30  ‐ Men’s Bible Study; 7:00pm at 
the home of Jacob Rutledge (details to 
follow) 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test on 1 & 2 
Corinthians @ 4:45pm in Room 101  
(all are welcome to take the test)  

Feb 16‐18 ‐ Bring, Teach, Keep  
Evangelism Seminar; with guest  
speaker Chuck Anderson 

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  
(will resume on January 23rd) 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  
(will resume on January 25th) 

No Pew Packers today due to Youth 
Planning Mee ng 

TODAY ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng  
following morning worship ‐ pizza and 
drinks will be provided; please bring a 
dessert to share 

TODAY ‐ Bible Bowl Prac ce 4:45pm 

Jan 27 ‐ Area Wide Devo from 4‐7pm 
hosted by University CofC at the 
McCarty Student Center in San Marcos 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test of 1 & 2  
Corinthians @ 4:45pm in Room 101  
(all are welcome to take the test) 

Feb 23‐24 ‐ Young Ladies’ Day hosted 
by University CofC; see flyer on youth 
bulle n board closest to room 101 for 
details 

Mar 2‐4 ‐ Spring Family Campout at 
Inks Lake State Park; see Stephen  
Estrada for any ques ons 

Mar 30 ‐ Apr 1 ‐ Lads to Leaders  
Conven on 


