
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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 Christian worship seems to be one 
of the most disregarded, and yet  
divisive, subjects within the church. In 
the past, debates were held between 
differing groups as to the authority of 
certain practices within the assembly. 
Sadly, we don’t see these discussions 
as often; not because everyone is in 
agreement, but simply because no one 
seems to care. 

Yet, from the beginning of scripture 
God governs the manner and spirit in 
which humanity worships Him. He  
accepted Abel’s offering, but rejected 
Cain’s (Gen. 4:3-5); Nadab and Abihu 
were consumed for an unauthorized act 
of worship (Lev. 10:1-3); and Saul was 
rejected as king for a presumptuous 
sacrifice (1 Sam. 13:9-ff). When we 
come to the New Testament we see 
Jesus teaching that man “must worship 
God in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). 
When Paul wrote the Corinthian epistle 
he addressed a variety of issues within 
their worship assembly and  
commanded that “All things should be 
done decently and in order” (1 Cor. 
14:40). An honest student of scripture 
must recognize that God takes His 
worship—the manner, motivation, and 
mode—very seriously. Sadly, this 
doesn’t seem to be the concern of 
many in the professing Christian  
community today. 

Because of this, I am so thankful that 
the church of Christ has placed such an 

emphasis on the importance of proper 
Christian worship. I believe following 
the Biblical pattern has not only 
pleased God, but also has insulated the 
church from some of the dangerous, 
abusive, and irreverent trends of the 
entertainment culture. Yet, we must be 
mindful of our own worship as well, 
examining our hearts and practices to 
make sure we are “in the faith” (2 Cor. 
13:5). 

That being said, what are some  
principles which should govern  
modern Christian worship today? 

In Spirit and Truth 

 As mentioned earlier, when  
addressing the Samaritan woman in 
John 4, Jesus not only addressed false 
worship practices (John 4:22) but gave 
the pattern for true worship: in spirit 
and truth (23-24). This interaction 
teaches us that, not only is God  
seeking individuals who will humble 
themselves and worship Him properly, 
but will do so with proper motivation 
and spirit. A spirit of humility, joy, and 
thanksgiving are just as important as 
proper religious practice; in fact,  
failing to worship with the correct  
spirit is considered improper and  
unacceptable. 

Yet, spirit is only one element in this 
equation: God also demands that  
humanity worships Him in truth. This 
means that, not only do we worship the 
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one true God in alignment with 
what He has revealed about  
Himself (His character and work), 
but also that we worship Him in 
the mode He desires. One example 
of this is the use of instruments in 
Christian worship. Although God 
doesn’t prohibit instruments  
within daily use/secular music, He 
has prescribed that when people 
come to Him in worship they 
simply sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). 
While this may seem absurd to the 
denominational community, they 
may be surprised to learn that this 
was most likely the practice of 
their group for hundreds of years. 
Congregational, a Capella singing 
is the pattern we witness in  
scripture and history, and is the 
mode God has chosen to glorify 
His name. 

In Order and Decency 

 In recent years I have noticed 
YouTube videos surfacing  
showing supposed Christian  
worship assemblies displaying  
behavior which is best described 
as erratic, confusing, and—for 
lack of a better term—insane.  
Individuals yelling out in sporadic, 
incomprehensible babbling; others 
running down pews and jumping 
over others; one video even shows 
a man jumping in the baptistry  
fully clothed! I say that these are 
“supposed” Christian worship  
assemblies because no true  
Christian would allow such  

practices to exist if they fully  
followed Paul’s command for  
worship to be done “decently and 
in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). 

In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul  
addresses confusing worship  
practices by commanding: 1. No 
one speak in tongues unless  
someone is able to interpret  
(26-28). 2. One prophet speaks, 
while the other listens so as not to  
confuse the church (29-33). 3. 
Women remain silent as teachers 
within the gathered assembly  
(34-35). All of these  
commandments aren’t deeply  
theological from our perspective, 
but they are obviously important 
to proper Christian worship. While 
some may take this principle to the 
extreme, there is no doubt that 
Christian worship should possess a 
sense of decency, orderliness, and 
clarity. 

With Teaching and  
Encouragement 

 If we’re honest, our “favorite 
hymns” are often the ones with 
melodies we enjoy. While this is a 
part of Christian worship, this  
certainly isn’t the most important 
element. In Colossians 3:16 we 
learn that one of the main ways in 
which the word of Christ “dwells 
in you richly” is through the 
“teaching and admonishing” that 
occurs in our singing. Worship is 
meant to be a means of instruction 
in sound doctrine. We are learning 

something, not only when we  
listen to the sermon, but when we 
partake of the Lord’s supper, pray, 
and sing. Lessons are being taught 
every time we come together; the 
question is, what are we teaching 
and are we listening? 

Because of this principle, it is  
important for the church to be 
aware of the truth they are singing. 
Is it in alignment with what the 
Bible teaches about God,  
humanity, salvation, sin, etc.? 
Again, while some take this  
principle to the extreme 
(sometimes you wonder how some 
find justification for singing any 
hymns!), there is no doubt that 
healthy teaching and  
encouragement in the word of 
Christ is a key element to  
acceptable Christian worship in 
the modern world. 

Conclusion 

 While come may easily dismiss 
what we discussed in this article, I 
pray that most will accept it with 
humility and obedience. If we 
don’t take the worship of God  
seriously, considerate of how and 
why we approach Him, then what 
other aspects of Christianity do we 
easily dismiss? Worship is by far 
the most intimate and most  
reverent of Christian practices. 
Because of this we must do it in 
spirit and truth, in order and  
decency, and with teaching and 
encouragement. 

We Rejoice In Announcing That  

Harrison & Stephanie Gray 

 

 

Were Baptized Into Christ 

Thursday, January 11th 

 

Please Join Us In Welcoming Harrison & Stephanie 

To Our Church Family! 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  

Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  

Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Daniel Sackey 
Liberia, West Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

Life Verlooy 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Dec 31 
Sunday AM ....................... 129 
Contribution ............... $7,695 

Week of  Jan 7 
Sunday AM ........................ 165 
Contribution ............. $10,053 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Jan 14 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ......... Joel Wilkinson 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ........... Robert Wright 

Lord’s Table  
Kelly Miller ..................... Brian Wilks 
Winston Kinser .......... Charles Smith 
Randy Banks ...... Darrell Underwood 
Daryl Burrell ............. Joseph Sherrill 

Evening  
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Opening Prayer ............. Steven Akin 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............. Damon Hyde 

Wednesday, Jan 17 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Speaker ................... Jacob Rutledge 

Sunday, Jan 21 
Morning  
Announcements ......... Damon Hyde 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................... Tim Wright 
Opening Prayer .............. Brian Wilks 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................ Gavin Valle 

Evening  
Song Leader ................ Roland Merz 
Opening Prayer ................. Mat Cain 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer .................. Jay Kelsey 

Ushers  
Ma  Walker ......... Russell Molenaar 

Building Lockup 
Lee Gully. ..................... Josel Walker 

Communion Prepara on 
Jay Kelsey ......................... John Gray 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
January: Catherine Akin, Tracy 
Wright, Carolyn Gully, Sheri Bangs 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 
March: Karla Gray, Tammy Hyde,  
Jo Kelsey, Karen Perrone 

Announcements  
Prayer List  
Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Nelawyn  
Dalley, Cora Jonas, Be y Starling 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Judy Barthel, Ray Frisinger, Lura (Lyles)
Stovall, Monty & Linda McNair, Gary 
Montgomery, Alyssa Moore, Mary 
Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis Yates 
Rivers, Mary Sharp, Mickey Spence, 
Dennis Tilley, Gary Williamson, Tommy 
Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Updates to the Prayer List 
We are saddened to announce that  
our Sister, Juanita Barbee, passed from 
this life on Saturday, January 6, 2018. 
Funeral will be at a later date. 

Announcements 
We rejoice in announcing that Harrison 
& Stephanie Gray were bap zed into 
Christ Thursday, January 11th. Please 
join us in welcoming Harrison &  
Stephanie to our church family! 
 
Friends in Faith will begin again on  
January 10th.  If you are willing and 
able to provide a meal for our youth, 
please see the sign‐up sheet on the 
bulle n board outside of room 101 
 
Men’s Bible Study will be studying  
from the book “Twelve Ordinary Men” 
by John MacArthur. Sign‐up sheet is  
on the back table of the auditorium  
for those of you who would like to  
purchase the book ($9‐$12). 

Mark Your Calendars  
Jan 18 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
room 101 (all are welcome) 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng ‐ pizza 
and drinks will be provided; please 
bring a dessert to share 

Jan 21 ‐ Kinser Baby Shower, 2pm  
at the home of Stephanie Reed (10703 
Indian Scout Trail, 78736); Rhonda is 
registered at Target and Buy Buy Baby 

Jan 23  ‐ Ladies’ Bible Study; 6:30pm at 
the home of Tammy Hyde (taco soup is 
on the menu; please bring fixins) 

Jan 26‐27 ‐ Church Leadership  
Workshop (for Men) hosted by Weber 
Road CofC; flyer on bulle n board in 
foyer 

Jan 26  ‐ H.A.N.D.S Apprecia on  
Breakfast for all our Hays County First 
Responders; 7‐9am in room 101 

Jan 28 ‐ Rutledge Baby Shower  
a er evening service (all are invited) 
please bring sandwiches, chips, and 
dips. Drinks and dessert will be provid‐
ed; Jessica is registered at Target and 
Babies R Us 

Jan 30  ‐ Men’s Bible Study; 7:00pm at 
the home of Jacob Rutledge (details to 
follow) 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test of 1 & 2 
Corinthians @ 4:45pm in Room 101  
(all are welcome to take the test)  

Feb 16‐18 ‐ Bring, Teach, Keep  
Evangelism Seminar; with guest  
speaker Chuck Anderson 

Youth Calendar  
Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101 
 
Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  
(will resume on January 23rd) 
 
Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  
(will resume on January 25th) 

 
Pew Packers & Bible Bowl Prac ce are  

Canceled Today 
 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng  
following morning worship ‐ pizza and 
drinks will be provided; please bring a 
dessert to share 

Jan 27 ‐ Area Wide Devo from 4‐7pm 
hosted by University CofC at the 
McCarty Student Center in San Marcos 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test of 1 & 2  
Corinthians @ 4:45pm in Room 101  
(all are welcome to take the test) 

Feb 23‐24 ‐ Young Ladies’ Day hosted 
by University CofC; see flyer on youth 
bulle n board closest to room 101 for 
details 

Mar 30 ‐ Apr 1 ‐ Lads to Leaders  
Conven on 


