
 
“For the Lamb in the midst of 

the throne will be their  

shepherd, and he will  

guide them to springs  

of living water.” 

Revelation 7:17 
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Sunday 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Worship 6:00pm 

Wednesday 

Bible Class 7:00pm   

I know it’s popular in our time to voice 
our grievances about everything that we 
do not like. We have all become increas-
ingly critical of one another and every-
thing. This hypercritical attitude has 
made its way into the church and how 
we view the body of Christ. Every gen-
eration seems to have developed a smug 
intellectual spirit that assumes it knows 
more or understands things better than 
those who went before. This cannot al-
ways be true though. 

Some say that we need more doctrine 
and we need to stick to the old paths. 
Others say that we are too heavy on doc-
trine and do not care enough about peo-
ple and loving our neighbor. Still, others 
say that we are not speaking out enough 
in the social arena and against social dis-
crimination of various sorts. While there 
is merit in these claims, we should be 
careful that we do not become overly 
critical of another man’s bride (Acts 
20:28; Eph. 5:25). The church can al-
ways improve, but there are a few rea-
sons why we should be slow to criticize 
her as often as we sometimes do. 
 
OUTSIDERS ARE LOOKING 

Paul told the Corinthians they needed to 
be careful not to bring their civil disa-
greements before the unbelievers (1 Cor. 
6). The Corinthians enjoyed an exalted 
state in Christ and had no business argu-
ing like lunatics before non-Christians. 
While the circumstances may be differ-
ent, the principle is the same. When we 
argue about how bad we are doing in 

practicing New Testament Christianity 
before unbelievers, they may reason that 
we are all crazy and confused and want 
nothing to do with us. 
 
When God was going to destroy the Isra-
elites for disobedience, Moses appealed 
to the reputation of God before the 
Egyptians and Canaanites as a reason 
why he should refrain (Ex. 32:11-14, 
Num. 14:15-20). Paul continually en-
couraged Christians not to do things that 
would have the Lord’s name spoken 
against (1 Tim. 6:1; Tit. 2:3-5). While 
criticism can be constructive, we should 
not forget it can also be destructive and 
it can hurt our influence with those we 
want to convert. 

WE APPEAR SELF-RIGHTEOUS 

To assume that we have found all the 
blemishes in the church and can fix all of 
her perceived problems in this genera-
tion is to put too much confidence in 
ourselves. Knowledge truly does puff us 
up (1 Cor. 8:1). As we see areas of fault 
or blind spots we need to point those out, 
but it would be nice to focus more on 
what the church is doing right. Though 
Paul had much to correct the Corinthians 
about, he was sure to acknowledge their 
areas of obedience and faithfulness (1 
Cor. 1:3-7, 11:2).  It is arrogant to as-
sume that everyone has viewed countless 
Bible passages wrong for centuries until 
our “enlightened” age has come along 
(see Job 12:2). 

                                                           

Hiram Kemp 

Things for Chris ans to Consider Before Cri cizing 
the Church 



Most criticism comes from a heart 
that wants to see the church be all 
that she can be and this is com-
mendable. However, too much 
criticism will discourage people 
from doing anything at all lest they 
fall under the same condemnation 
as those before them. The Phari-
sees became experts in how every 
Jew was wrong about the law and 
they eventually became stagnate in 
their obedience (Mt. 23:1-4). 

BETRAYING BALANCE 

Paul told Timothy to reprove and 
rebuke, but also to encourage (2 
Tim. 4:2). So many are doing their 
best to follow the New Testament 
and live pleasing to God and when 
all they hear is that they need 
more doctrine or more devotion, or 
the church is too silent in the cause 
of social injustice, they will think 
they never do anything right. 
God’s commands are not a burden 
and we can please him, Christians 
need to hear this message (1 Jn. 
5:3). 
As Christians, we need encourage-
ment daily or else sin will harden 
our hearts (Heb. 3:12-13). Yes, 
Paul, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and others 
challenged and rebuked God’s 
people for their error but this was 
always after they had been encour-
aged, uplifted and given countless 
chances to make corrections (2 
Cor. 12:3). 

Paul often used the sandwich 
method in his writing. He would 
begin a letter with praise for a 
faithful church, rebuke or make 
recommendations in the middle, 
and then end the letter with praise 
in the expectation that what he has 
said will be done. We could learn 
a lot from this. Jesus challenges  

the churches in the book of Reve-
lation, but he is sure to point out 
the good in each congregation and 
encourage them to overcome. This 
is how it should be done today. 
We talk a lot about balance but we 
all struggle to show it. 

NO ONE WILL LISTEN BE-
FORE LONG 

Maybe most of the criticism levied 
against the church is rightfully de-
served, but if that is all we are 
known for we will eventually be 
tuned out. This is true in many are-
as of life. The boss that only sees 
what employees do wrong soon 
loses respect. The coach that only 
points out mistakes as he breaks 
down film soon loses the ears of 
those he is coaching. Maybe the 
congregation where you are a 
member is not perfect (welcome to 
the club), but if the only time you 
speak up is when you speak 
against something, people will not 
listen after a while. 

Timothy was encouraged not to be 
quarrelsome. He should contend 
for the faith without constantly 
being contentious (2 Tim. 2:24-
26). If we want to be heard and 
actually make a difference when 
we speak out against blind spots in 
the church we should not make it 
our hobby horse. 

 

 

 

 

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE 
PROBLEMS 

The church is perfect on the divine 
side but the human side will al-
ways have problems (1 Jn. 1:8, 
10). This does not mean we should 
throw up our hands and cease our 
efforts to be all we can be, that 
would not please God (Phil. 3:13-
14). However, we must realize that 
the church will always have weak-
nesses as long as human beings are 
involved and live in a fallen world. 

Jesus thought enough of the 
church to give his life for her, we 
should have a high view of her as 
well. Someone may get the im-
pression that we are not happy to 
be Christians if all we ever do is 
criticize the body of people we 
willingly aligned with. There are 
things to be corrected—there al-
ways will be—but there is much t 
praise God about while the church 
is shining her light in all the world. 

 

The church is criticized by outsid-
ers and enemies enough, we 
should not add to it with unneces-
sary criticism. It may be cool and 
trendy to find all the fault with 
God’s people and plaster it every-
where, but it is not what God 
wants. We should be careful not to 
bash the body of Christ before un-
believers, not to appear self-
righteous, surrender our balance, 
and lose our audience. The church 
is not perfect but her husband is 
and that’s enough. 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 

exhort, with complete patience and teaching.       
2 Timothy 4:1-2 



Elders: 
Tracy Frisinger  
Bill Hyde  
Roland Merz  
Kelly Miller  
 
Deacons:  
Randy Banks  
Stephen Estrada  
John Gray  
Damon Hyde  
Jay Kelsey  
Winston Kinser  
Matt Walker  
Joel Wilkinson  
Brian Wilks  
Robert Wright  
Tim Wright  
 
Ministers:  
Steven Akin 
Jacob Rutledge  

Mission Works 
Joshua Ankiah 
South Africa 

Peter Chin 
Far East Evangelism (Singapore) 

Hensel Youth Camp 

Tom Jackson 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 

John Moore 
Bible Passages 

Southwest School of Bible  
Studies 

Troy Spradlin 
Paraguay Mission Work 

World Video Bible School 

For the Record  
Week of  Dec 24 
Sunday AM ....................... 224 
Contribution .............. $15,122 

Week of  Dec 31 
Sunday AM ....................... 129 
Contribution ............... $7,695 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped make this Christmas one 

to remember for this  
deserving family! Your act of  

kindness moved them to tears 
and they were very  

appreciative of the love you 
showed them! 



Privileged to Serve 
Sunday, Jan 7 
Morning  
Announcements ....... Robert Wright 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................. Keith Mauck 
Opening Prayer ................ John Gray 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ...... Maverick Walker 

Lord’s Table  
Kelly Miller ..................... Brian Wilks 
Winston Kinser .......... Charles Smith 
Randy Banks ...... Darrell Underwood 
Daryl Burrell ............. Joseph Sherrill 

Evening  
Song Leader ....................... Bill Hyde 
Opening Prayer ............. Paul Brown 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ................. Ma  Hand 

Wednesday, Jan 10 
Prayers ..................... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Roland Merz 
Speaker ....................... Damon Hyde 

Sunday, Jan 14 
Morning  
Announcements ........ Charles Smith 
Scripture Reading .... To Be Selected 
Song Leader ................ Damon Hyde 
Opening Prayer ......... Joel Wilkinson 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ........... Robert Wright 

Evening  
Song Leader ......... Maverick Walker 
Opening Prayer ............. Steven Akin 
Sermon ................... Jacob Rutledge 
Closing Prayer ............. Damon Hyde 

Ushers  
Ma  Walker ......... Russell Molenaar 

Building Lockup 
Lee Gully. ..................... Josel Walker 

Communion Prepara on 
Jay Kelsey ......................... John Gray 

Ladies Room 101 Duty 
January: Catherine Akin, Tracy 
Wright, Carolyn Gully, Sheri Bangs 
February: Nichole Bonne , Kathy 
Boydston, Hailey Lawrence, Chris e 
Pogue 
March: Karla Gray, Tammy Hyde,  
Jo Kelsey, Karen Perrone 

Announcements  
Prayer List  

Church Family: 
Opaline Bonner, Marvin & Mary  
Crumley, Sarah Crumley, Cora Jonas, 
Ruth Ann Somervell, Sam Speir, Be y 
Starling 

Family & Friends of Church Family 
Cyndi & Kelly Arbuckle, Pat Balderas, 
Judy Barthel, Ray Frisinger, Lura 
(Stovall) Lyles, Monty & Linda McNair, 
Gary Montgomery, Alyssa Moore,  
Mary Moore, Edward O’Daniel, Avis 
Yates Rivers, Mary Sharp, Mickey 
Spence, Dennis Tilley, Gary Williamson, 
Tommy Williamson 

Shut‐ins & Other Needs 
Juanita Barbee, Nelawyn Dalley,  
Lore a Knox, Alene McNair 

HCC Resident 
Nancy Wallace  

Announcements 

Wayne and Violet Mansur have made it  
known to the elders that they wish to 
place membership with the Dripping 
Springs congrega on.  We’re happy to 
have Wayne and Violet with us and 
look forward to ge ng to know them. 

Friends in Faith will begin again on  
January 10th.  If you are willing and 
able to provide a meal for our youth, 
please see the sign‐up sheet on the 
bulle n board outside of room 101 

Mark Your Calendars  

TODAY ‐ First Sunday Focus and  
Fellowship meal 

TODAY – Men’s business mee ng fol‐
lowing second worship service 

Jan 18 ‐ Good Samaritans at 9:30am in 
room 101 (all are welcome) 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng ‐ pizza 
and drinks will be provided; please 
bring a dessert to share 

Jan 21 ‐ Kinser Baby Shower, 2pm  
at the home of Stephanie Reed (10703 

Indian Scout Trail, 78736); Rhonda is 
registered at Target and Buy Buy Baby 

Jan 28 ‐ Rutledge Baby Shower  
a er evening service ‐ please bring 
sandwiches, chips, and dips. Drinks and 
dessert will be provided; Jessica is  
registered at Target and Babies R Us 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test @ 4:45pm in 
Room 101 (all are welcome to take the 
test)  

Youth Calendar  

No Pew Packers or Bible Bowl Prac ce 
Today  

Friends in Faith Dinner Every  
Wednesday @ 6:15pm in Room 101  
(will resume on January 10th) 

Prayer & Coffee (High School)  
Every Tuesday @ Starbucks  
7:45‐8:15am with Steven  
(will resume on January 23rd) 

Bible Study “Sharpen The Sword” 
Every Thursday @ the home of  
Steven & Catherine Akin ‐ 6:30pm 
Followed by Ul mate Frisbee  
(will resume on January 25th) 

Jan 21 ‐ Youth Planning Mee ng  
following morning worship ‐ pizza and 
drinks will be provided; please bring a 
dessert to share 

Jan 27 ‐ Area Wide Devo from 4‐7pm  
at the McCarty Student Center in San 
Marcos; TX 

Feb 11 ‐ Bible Bowl Test @ 4:45pm in 
Room 101 (all are welcome to take the 
test)  

Mar 30 ‐ Apr 1 ‐ Lads to Leaders  
Conven on 


