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DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS
SOCIAL ZONES 2021

PERMIT #2

SOCIAL ZONE OPERATIONS PLAN
Operation: 

1.	 Social Zones shall be open for operation from 7am to midnight.
2.	 Social Zones operation shall extend until November 1, 2021, or as modified by Grand Rapids 

City Commission.
3.	 Tents, canopies, and other structures that were approved as part of an outdoor seating permit 

during previous winterization interventions may remain in place within the Social Zone.  Sides 
may be removed from these structures to allow the roof to remain in order to provide sun 
shade or rain protection.

4.	 Lighting that is installed within Social Zones shall require a permit from the City of Grand 
Rapids.

5.	 No amplified sound shall be used in any Social Zone without modification of this permit.
6.	 Umbrellas may be installed but shall not be mechanically fastened to street or sidewalk 

surfaces.
7.	 Social Zones shall be closed during severe weather events.
8.	 Dogs are permitted in all Social Zones.

Access: 
1.	 Pedestrian access shall be maintained to all buildings in the Social Zone as required by the 

City of Grand Rapids.
2.	 Emergency access shall be maintained to all adjacent properties in the Social Zone as 

required by the City of Grand Rapids.

Alcohol:
1.	 Alcoholic beverages are allowed in accordance with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

and City of Grand Rapids requirements.

Social Distancing and COVID-19 Response:
1.	 Social Zone use shall follow State of Michigan social distancing requirements.
2.	 Social Zone use shall comply with State of Michigan Executive Orders and comply with limits 

on social gatherings. 
3.	 Hand sanitizer will be provided by individual restaurants using the Social Zones.

Monitoring and Cleaning:
1.	 DGRI will review the Social Zones each morning. 
2.	 DGRI will periodically check on Social Zone operations up to two additional times during the 

day.
3.	 Cleaning will be the primary responsibility of restaurants using the Social Zone, with support 

from DGRI on an as needed basis.

Seating, Tables, and Related Furnishings:
1.	 DGRI will maintain any seating, tables, and related furnishings that have been purchased and 

deployed by DGRI within Social Zones.
2.	 DGRI will ensure that the seating, tables, and related furnishings that they have purchased 

and deployed are grouped together and secured when Social Zones are not in use.
3.	 Seating, tables, and related furnishings that have been provided by individual restaurant 

owners or building owners shall be the responsibility of the restaurant owner or building 
owner.

4.	 The City of Grand Rapids is not responsible for providing, deployment, maintenance, 
operations, or security of any seating, tables, or related furnishings that are deployed within 
Social Zones.

5.	 Related furnishings are defined as umbrellas, planters, fencing, spatial delineators or other 
elements that are deployed as part of a seating expansion within the Social Zone.

6.	 No furnishings shall be mechanically fastened to street or sidewalk surfaces.

Trash Removal: 
1.	 DGRI will provide temporary trash cans in Social Zones that are within the DID service area, 

as required. DGRI will maintain these trash cans and conduct trash removal operations at 
these locations for the duration of the Social Zone operation.

2.	 At locations where existing trash cans are already installed, DGRI will continue their current 
maintenance and trash removal operations.

MONROE NORTH 
SOCIAL ZONE
APPROXIMATE ZONE BOUNDARIES:
LEONARD STREET TO I-196
EAST SIDE OF GRAND RIVER TO IONIA AVENUE

BRIDGE STREET
SOCIAL ZONE
APPROXIMATE ZONE BOUNDARIES:
BRIDGE STREET FROM SEWARD AVENUE TO 
WEST SIDE OF GRAND RIVER

DOWNTOWN
SOCIAL ZONE
APPROXIMATE ZONE BOUNDARIES:
I-196 TO LOGAN STREET
AH-NAB- AWEN PARK TO DIVISION AVENUE
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MONROE NORTH 
2021 PERMIT APPLICATION #2
TEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS 
EVENT EXPANSION INTO PARK / PARKING LOT

BUSINESS INCUBATOR STRUCTURES MANAGED BY DGRI 
AND LIONS & RABBITS 
NEW 2021 INTERVENTION

TWO TYPES OF STRUCTURES USED AS INCUBATORS:

TEN (10) INCUBATOR STRUCTURES ARE BEING 
RELOCATED FROM THE RESERVE RESTAURANT 
ON MONROE AVENUE. THESE STRUCTURES WERE 
PREVIOUSLY APPROVED AS PART OF THE WINTER 
OUTDOOR SEATING ACTIVITIES AND ARE BEING 
DECOMMISSIONED AS SEATING HUTS.  THEY WILL BE 
REPURPOSED AS INCUBATOR SPACES.

FIVE (5) INCUBATOR STRUCTURES WILL BE THE PRESTIGE 
PRODUCTS HUTS THAT WERE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED IN 
NUMEROUS LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT DOWNTOWN AS 
PART OF THE WINTER OUTDOOR SEATING PROGRAM.  

THESE STRUCTURES HAVE MET ALL GRFD AND BUILDING 
DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVALS AT THEIR 
PREVIOUS LOCATIONS.

HOODED PARKING METERS REQUIRED: 8 TOTAL
5409, 5410, 5411, 5412, 5413, 5414, 5415, 5416

1

SOCIAL ZONE NOTES
SOCIAL ZONE CONSISTING OF PUBLIC 
PROPERTY (STREETS, SIDEWALKS, AND 
PARKS) WITHIN THE DDA BOUNDARY AND 
INCLUDING THE MNTIFA.

SOCIAL ZONES INCLUDE FLEXIBLE 
INTERVENTIONS AT THE BLOCK LEVEL TO 
ASSIST BUSINESS RECOVERY.

INTERVENTIONS ARE UNDERSTOOD TO BE 
FLEXIBLE AND ADAPTABLE AS SITUATIONS 
CHANGE. THESE INTERVENTIONS MAY BE 
CHANGED, MODIFIED, AND/OR ADDED TO 
AS CIRCUMSTANCES WITHING THE LOCAL 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY CHANGE.

SPECIFIC BUSINESS SERVICE AREAS 
ARE DETERMINED BY MLCC AND CITY OF 
GRAND RAPIDS.  APPROPRIATE PERMITS 
ARE REQUIRED IN ADDITION TO THIS 
SOCIAL ZONE PERMIT FOR ALCOHOL 
SERVICE IN SOCIAL ZONES.

PORTIONS OF OUTDOOR SEATING AREAS 
MAY ALSO BE USED AS GENERAL SEATING 
AREAS DEPENDING ON MLCC LICENSED 
AREA BOUNDARIES.

DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS

MONROE NORTH
SOCIAL ZONE 2021
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FOUR (4) 8’ x 6’ STRUCTURES WITH 
DOOR ON LONG SIDE - RELOCATED 
FROM RESERVE RESTUARANT

FIVE (5) 8’ x 8’ STRUCTURES 
AS FABRICATED BY PRESTIGE 
PRODUCTS

SIX (6) 8’ x 6’ STRUCTURES WITH 
DOOR ON SHORT SIDE - RELOCATED 
FROM RESERVE RESTAURANT

6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR 
PEDESTRIAN CROSS ACCESS-
PROVIDE TEMPORARY RAMP 
FROM CURB TO PARKING LOT 
FOR ACCESS AT THIS LOCATION
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6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR PEDESTRIAN CROSS ACCESS- 
PROVIDE TEMPORARY RAMP FROM CURB TO PARKING 
LOT FOR ACCESS AT THIS LOCATION

6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR PEDESTRIAN 
CROSS ACCESS

6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR 
PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR 
PEDESTRIAN CROSS ACCESS

6’ TO 10’ SPACE FOR PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

1

2021 PERMIT APPLICATION #2
TEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

BUSINESS INCUBATOR STRUCTURES MANAGED BY 
DGRI AND LIONS & RABBITS. 15 TOTAL STRUCTURES 
NEW 2021 INTERVENTION
HOODED PARKING METERS REQUIRED: 8 TOTAL
5409, 5410, 5411, 5412, 5413, 5414, 5415, 5416

NORTH PARKING LOT 
TO REMAIN IN USE

SOUTH PARKING LOT 
TO REMAIN IN USE

DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS

MONROE NORTH
SOCIAL ZONE 2021

BUSINESS INCUBATOR STRUCTURE
8 FOOT x 8 FOOT STRUCTURE AS 
FABRICATED BY PRESTIGE PRODUCTS
TOTAL OF 5

BUSINESS INCUBATOR STRUCTURE
6 FOOT x 8 FOOT WOOD-FRAMED 
STRUCTURE, RELOCATED FROM 
RESERVE RESTAURANT. 

6 STRUCTURES HAVE DOOR ON SHORT 
SIDE

4 STRUCTURES HAVE DOOR ON LONG 
SIDE

CONCRETE TRAFFIC BARRIERS
PROVIDED BY DGRI

2 TO 4 BARRIERS (1 TO 2 ON EACH 
END AS REQUIRED BY CITY OF GRAND 
RAPIDS) 

ACCESS RAMPS
TEMPORARY ACCESS RAMPS AT A 
MINIMUM OF TWO LOCATIONS FOR 
ACCESS INTO PARKING LOT FROM 
SIDEWALK AND RIVERWALK 

DIMENSIONS NOTED ARE APPROXIMATE 
AND WILL BE ADJUSTED IN THE FIELD AS 
CONDITIONS WARRANT


