
GRAND RIVER NETWORK BOARD
March 1, 2023



▪February 1: Grand River Network Board 
▪ Receive Project Catalogue & Review Method/Criteria

▪February 16: DGRI Board of Advisors
▪ Receive Project Catalogue & Review Method/Criteria

▪February 28: Greenway Advisory Committee
▪ Consider Initial Recommendation to Network Board
▪ Overall Near-Term Strategy & Initial Funding Recommendations

▪March 1: Grand River Network Board
▪ Receive Committee Recommendation
▪ Consider Recommendation to DGRI BoA

▪TBD: DGRI Board of Advisors
▪ Receive / Consider Network Recommendation

NEAR-TERM NEXT STEPS





ELIGIBILITY: AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN

▪ Pandemic Response

▪ Expenditure Category
▪ Strong Healthy Communities: 

Neighborhood features that 
promote health & safety

▪ Must serve disproportionately 
impacted communities



▪ Key Considerations

▪ Project Recommended in a Community Plan

▪ Common Vision/Shared Mission

▪ Connect People & Place

▪ Deliver Exceptional Experiences

▪ Expand Opportunities for All

▪ Engagement. Community-based approach

▪ Collaboration. Working together to achieve shared outcomes

▪ Inclusive process

▪ Budget

▪ Sustainability

QUALIFYING GREENWAY PROJECTS



▪ 36 Total “Projects” Identified in Grand Rapids/Kent County 

▪ 21 Can Be Completed by 2026, Potentially

▪ Totaling an Estimated $154,000,000 Investment

▪ 15 Future Priorities Identified 

▪ 6 w/ Prelim Budget Estimates Totaling $135,000,000

▪ 9 w/ No Design, Plan or Budget

GREENWAY PROJECT CATALOGUE



▪ Compliance w/ ARPA Guidelines

▪ Component of Greenway Building 

CRITERIA FOR GREENWAY FUNDING

Additional Criteria
▪ Potential to Establish “Backbone” Trail & 

Priority Connections (Transformational)

▪ Readiness/Timeline for Completion
▪ Funds Committed & Diversity of Funders
▪ Potential to Attract Other Funds
▪ Potential to Catalyze Other Projects

Values
▪ Public Safety
▪ Improved Community Health
▪ Impact on Underserved Communities

▪ Eliminate disparity/gaps
▪ Expand Access to Outdoors
▪ Expand Recreational Opportunity
▪ Boost Tourism / Economic Impact



GRAND RIVER EQUITY FRAMEWORK



GREENWAY PROJECTS OVERVIEW



GROWING THE GRAND RIVER GREENWAY



GRAND RAPIDS-LOWELL TRAIL BLAZING



NON-MOTORIZED BRIDGE CROSSING



LEONARD-ANN TRAIL BLAZING



PUBLIC MUSEUM TRAIL & EDGE



REHABILITATING OXFORD TRAIL
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