AGENDA - ANNUAL MEETING 2023

GRAND RIVER NETWORK
Board of Directors

Members:

Brian Harris (Chair) e Adnoris “Bo” Torres (Vice-Chair) e Linda MacDonald (Treasurer) ¢ Kayem Dunn ¢ Sam Moore ®
Chris Muller e Megan Rydecki ® Al Vanderberg ¢ Mark Washington e Tom Welch e Rick Winn e Ron Yob e

February 1,2023

12:00 PM

29 Pearl Street NW

Offices of Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.

1. Call to Order (12:00) Harris

2. Approve November 30, 2022 Board Meetings Minutes (12:01) Motion Harris
(Attachment #1)

3. Financial Report Info Item MacDonald

4. Election of Board Members (12:03) Motion Dunn
(Attachment #2)

5. Election of Officers (12:08) Motion Dunn
(Attachment #3)

6. Equity Framework Update (12:13) Info Item Tellalian

7. Greenway Investment Update (12:43) Info Item Guy

8. Committee Reports (1:13) Info Item Chairs
(Attachment #4)

9. Staff Report (1:18) ( Info Item Guy

10. Board Member Discussion (1:20)

1. Adjournment (1:30)



GRAND RIVER NETWORK

Agenda Item #2
Board of Directors
Grand River Network
February 1, 2023

Board Meeting Notes
November 30, 2022, 10:00 - 11:30 AM (Virtual)

1.

Call to Order — Chair Harris called the meeting to order at 3:07 PM
Attendance

Members Present: Brian Harris, Kayem Dunn, Mark Washington, Bo Torres, Linda MacDonald, Traci
Montgomery, Rick Winn, Chris Muller, Al Vanderberg

Members Absent: Megan Rydecki, Ron Yob, Sam Moore, Tom Welch

Others Present: Andy Guy, Rob Alcantar (Brand Robear), Marissa Ferrari (Springboard

Communications)

Approve August 29, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Motion: Dunn, supported by Muller, moved approval of the August 29, 2022 meeting minutes as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Confirm Record of September 15, 2022 Electronic Vote

Motion: Winn, supported by Dunn, to confirm the results of the September 15, 2022 electronic vote
affirming the appointment of two additional members to the Greenway Project Technical Advisory
Committee. Motion carried unanimously.

Finance Committee Charter & Chair

Guy overviewed the Finance Committee Charter included in the meeting packet. He thanked Kathy
Blaha and members of the Governance Committee and the Development Committee for their
support in developing the Charter.

He stated today’s requested Board action is to adopt the Charter and appoint Linda MacDonald to the
position of Committee Chair. If approved, staff will work with MacDonald to begin organizing the

organization’s basic finance matters (bank account, etc) and get the oversight committee started up.

Dunn noted the proposed Charter and Chair candidate come with the Governance Committee’s
recommendation.

Motion: Dunn, supported by Winn, to adopt the Finance Committee charter and appoint Linda
MacDonald to serve as Chair. Motion carried unanimously.
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5.

Foundational Messaging & Organizational Name

Guy introduced Rob Alcantar and Marissa Ferrari, who for the past several months have worked with
the Communications/Engagement Committee to develop Grand River Inc’s brand identity.

Alcantar and Ferrari overviewed proposed Foundational Messaging, which is meant to convey — in
accessible language - the organization’s value proposition, key priorities, etc.

The language was developed through several points of engagement - a review of all past river
organizing documents, individual conversations with local community members, two workshops, etc.
The language also builds off the organization’s work around mission, vision, values and intended
impact statements.

The Foundational Messaging also informs the creative process of naming the organization.
Alcantar/Ferrari introduced the proposed name for the organization: the Grand River Network.
Torres thanked Alcantar/Ferrari for their work and stated the proposed Foundational Messaging and
Organizational Naming idea comes with the recommendation of the Communications and
Engagement Committee.

He stated he especially likes the word “Network” as it speaks to both the social/human network -
individual, groups, etc - and the physical/environmental network - parks, trails, etc - that Grand River
Inc aspires to build.

Manager Washington expressed support for the language and name. He inquired if Grand River Inc
would need to refile all incorporating documents, or could it simply file a ‘Doing Business As’ to

operate under the name ‘Grand River Network.’

Guy stated he suspects a DBA would be sufficient but staff intends to work with Legal to appropriately
adopt and use the moniker. Harris stated the process is pretty straightforward.

Administrator Vanderberg expressed support for the proposed name and said he believes it will
resonate countywide.

Winn expressed support for the proposed name.

MacDonald expressed support and particularly likes the word “Network.” She observed it can be both
anoun and a verb and implies action. She inquired if staff had secured ownership of the name.

Guy stated staff is waiting for the outcome of today’s meeting.

Vanderberg encouraged staff to register a trademark and move quickly to secure variant domains
online.

Motion: Winn, supported by Dunn, to adopt “Grand River Network” as the public-facing name of the
organization. Motion carried unanimously.
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6.

7.

Staff Report

Guy provided a series of brief updates on select effort underway:

Equity Framework. After several months of outreach and conversation, the project Advisory
Committee has begun drafting the report and recommendations. Staff expects to have a final
draft in January. The Board can expect a robust project update at the January/February
meeting.

Greenway Committee. The Committee had a productive kickoff meeting on October 26 and
is scheduled to meet again December 7, when they’ll discuss project potential investment
criteria and start reviewing potential greenway projects. Staff aims to deliver an initial round of
funding recommendations for Board consideration in Q1 2023.

Kent County Funding. The County Board of Commissioners evaluated numerous projects for
American Rescue Plan funding. The Board will vote Dec. 1 on a recommended funding
package that includes significant funding (perhaps as much as $10M) for Greenway capital
projects. Guy thanked Vanderberg for his leadership of the process and recommended
projects.

Staff Capacity. Nearly 100 people responded to the Greenway Program Manager job posting.
Staff conducted some degree of interviews with a dozen+ people and has shortlisted several
candidates. The goal is to identify a preferred candidate, extend an offer and finalize the hire
in December.

Board Member Discussion

Muller expressed appreciation for the naming process and encouraged staff, as they begin to think on
and develop marketing materials, to consider creating visual assets that help communicate to the
general public all that's going on along the river corridor, and who all is involved.

Adjournment

Harris adjourned the meeting at 11:28
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Agenda ltem #4
Board of Directors
Grand River Network
February 1, 2023

MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 24, 2023
TO: Grand River Inc. Board of Directors
FROM: Kayem Dunn, Chair, Governance Committee

SUBJECT: Election of Board Members

On behalf of the Governance Committee, this memo presents three individuals for reelection to the Grand
River Inc. Board of Directors and two individuals for election. All candidates expressed a strong personal
enthusiasm for joining the Board and actively supporting the organization’s mission.

Members for Reappointment
= Kayem Dunn
»  Mark Washington
» Al Vanderberg

Proposed Motion: To reelect Dunn, Washington and Vanderberg to the Grand River Inc Board for a
three-year term, effective immediately.

Prospective Member Appointment

Steff Rosalez, Chief Executive Officer of Grandyville Avenue Arts & Humanities
*  More than 10 years of non-profit management and leadership experience in the City of Grand Rapids.
= Extensive experience with community engagement and building partnerships, collaborations and

coalitions.

= Actively involved with, connected to and informed about important river-adjacent neighborhoods and
business districts specifically Grandville Avenue and Roosevelt Park.

= Community involvement with KConnect, GR Racial Equity Network, West Michigan Latina Network
and Literacy Center of West Michigan

®  Artist

»  Graduate of Hope College

Proposed Motion: To elect Steff Rosalez to the Grand River Inc Board of Directors for a three-year term,
effective immediately.

Mark Van Putten, Independent
© = Experienced leader with wide-ranging knowledge of environmental, land conservation and natural
resource issues, including climate change, water quality/quantity, habitat conservation and
environmental education.
»  Network of deep relationships with environmental and conservation leaders at the local, state, regional,
national and international level.
= Extensive experience as a not-for-profit organization builder.
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*  |mmediate past President of The Wege Foundation, where among other things he led development
and implementation of the Foundation’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy to guide grantmaking,
investment, staffing, collaborations and vendor selection.

= Served as an advisor and collaborator in support of Grand Rapids Whitewater initiative and broader
Grand River Corridor revitalization movement for nearly a decade.

*  Graduate of Calvin College and University of Michigan School of Law.

Proposed Motion: To elect Mark Van Putten to the Grand River Inc. Board of Directors for a three-year
term, effective immediately.
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Agenda Item #5
Board of Directors
Grand River Network
February 1, 2023

MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 24, 2023
TO: Grand River Inc. Board of Directors
FROM: Kayem Dunn, Chair, Governance Committee

SUBJECT: Election of Officers

On behalf of the Governance Committee, this memo presents a recommendation to elect the following slate

of individuals as Board Officers:

»  Board Chair: Brian Harris

®  Vice Chair: Adnoris “Bo” Torres
»  Treasurer: Linda MacDonald

»  Secretary: Chris Muller

All members are enthusiastically willing to serve.

Proposed Motion: To elect Harris, Torres, MacDonald and Muller as Board Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer
and Secretary, respectively, of the Grand River Inc. Board of Directors for a one-year term, effective
immediately.
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