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Downtown Steering Committee

• Angela Johnson, Riverhouse

• Sharon Porchia, Weston

• Carl Kelly, Boardwalk 

• Chadd Dowding, Prospect and 
Lafayette

• Dave Hill, Front Row

• Ada Mbonu, Hopson Flats

• Eddie Tadlock, Fitzgerald 

• Mark Tagen, The Lofts

• Michael Hoogeboom, Tapestry 
Square

• Erica Curry Van Ee, Union 
Square

• Kelli Jo Peltier, Plaza Towers

• Latesha Lipscomb, Divison Park 
Avenue 

• Eugene Wilborn, Weston

• Laurie Craft, Riverhouse

• Maria Zache-Starkey, Peck 
Building

• Meegan Joyce, River House



Downtown Resident Survey

• Survey open January 20- March 12, 2018.

• 312 residents completed from Downtown and the near 
neighborhoods.

• Survey monkey sent out to 480 email list and some paper 
copies completed at Heartside Neighborhood Association 
Meetings and the Neighbor Knowledge Exchange (1/30).



Q4 Please describe your current home:



Q6 How long have you lived Downtown?



Q15: What do you see as the main issues impacting Downtown residents in 
2018?



Q16 If there were an organization or association for Downtown Residents, 

what activities or outcomes should it work to accomplish?



Q17 In your opinion, what changes would you like to see in 

Downtown Grand Rapids to improve quality of life for residents?



Q22: Are you interested in participating in a resident organization to 
prioritize and work on Downtown Resident issues?



The Process

• Research and Data

• Scenario Planning 
- No growth, slow growth, high growth

• Structure

• Mission, Vision, Values



Research

• Resident survey

• Housing analysis

• Scan of organizations and associations

• Focus group discussion with existing neighborhoods



A. 1001 Monroe NW- completed

B. 936 Front Ave NW

C. Embassy Suites

D. Bridge Street Market

E.  MSU Research Center- completed

F. WNJ Tower / Hyatt Place

G. 56 Division Ave

H.  Venue Tower- completed

I.   50 Monroe / AC Hotel

J. 10 Ionia NW

K. 20 E. Fulton- completed

L. 25 Jefferson Ave- completed

M. Studio C! Development

N. 234 Market Ave

O. Ionia and Logan Surface Lot- completed

P 601 Lake Michigan Dr

Q. 840 Ottawa Ave

R. 822 Ottawa Ave- completed

S. 601 Bond
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Downtown Housing Numbers

Year Total New Units Total Supply

2000 138 594

2001 351 945

2002 271 1216

2003 0 1216

2004 42 1258

2005 35 1293

2006 118 1411

2007 163 1574

2008 461 2035

2009 42 2077

2010 111 2188

2011 94 2282

2012 55 2337

2013 99 2436

2014 320 2756

2015 183 2939

2016 436 3375

2017 219 3594

2018 360 3954

2019 494 4448

2020 132 4580

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

Supply of Downtown Housing from 2000 to 2020



Neighborhood Organization Map 



Economic Development Tool Map 





Scenario Planning

• Driving Forces and Uncertainties
• Economics, Political, Technological, Societal

• Who will call downtown home in 10 years?

• What type of resident organization will represent people living 
downtown?

• Developed Three Scenarios

• Key take-aways: nimble/flexible, gateway, partnerships, funding, 
need



Where we are now?

• Structure
• Desire for nonprofit group that represents unrepresented areas (may 

start as a joint venture)

• Affinity group or network for people that identify as downtown resident 
but may already be in a neighborhood

• Mission, Vision & Values



How can you help?

• Complete a comment card with your ideas for key goals, issues 
or projects you think a Downtown Resident Organization should 
take on. 

• Share your ideas with Steve, Annamarie or a steering 
committee member.

• Consider if you have time to lend to help us populate our board 
when the organization begins later this year. 

• Email Annamarie abuller@downtowngr.org




