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Day One — 
Will & alessanDra Thomas

The Veil Torn
Matthew 27:50-51 
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
And behold, the curtain of  the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split.”

In the Jewish tradition, the veil separated the most holy place (the Holy of  Holies) from the rest of  the 
temple. Although not entirely known, the veil was said to be about 60 feet tall, and may have been up to 
4 inches thick. It was not a thin piece of  fabric, but a strong dividing line, designed to keep people out. It 
symbolized that because of  sin, man had been separated from God and only the High Priest was allowed 
to enter this place once a year. This is how sin was atoned for, through the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
to make a sacrifice to the Lord. But in a moment, when Jesus cried out and dealt with sin for all of  hu-
manity, this dividing line was no more.

Know that the presence of  God is everywhere, understand the love of  the Lord was so deep that he sent 
his Son as a sacrifice to save us, giving us access to what would have never been accessible before.

There was a time where I accepted that I, like all, had fallen short of  what God expected of  me. I knew 
nothing I could do could ever make up for sin. Only a perfect sacrifice could stand in for my sin, Jesus. 
This veil signified not only that Jesus had died and taken away the sins of  the world, my sins, but that I 
could enter into the most Holy place. The Lord no longer dwelt in a building, but everywhere! 

What can you do, wherever you are today, to dive into God’s presence?  
What are ways you can focus on seeing the world through the Savior’s eyes?  
As you go throughout your day, consider the sacrificial love He has displayed for the world. 
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Day TwO — 
JorDan & alyssa Gear

BLIND BARTIMAEUS
Mark 10:46-52 
“They came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large crowd, Bartimae-
us (the son of  Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus the 
Nazarene, he began to cry out, ‘Son of  David, Jesus, have mercy on me!’ 48 Many people told him to 
keep quiet, but he was crying out all the more, ‘Have mercy on me, Son of  David!’ Jesus stopped and said, 
‘Call him.’ So they called the blind man and said to him, ‘Have courage! Get up; He’s calling for you.’ He 
threw off his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus. Then Jesus answered him, ‘What do you want Me to do 
for you?’ ‘Rabbouni,’ the blind man told Him, ‘I want to see!’ ‘Go your way,’ Jesus told him. ‘Your faith 
has healed you.’ Immediately he could see and began to follow Him on the road.” 

Bartimaeus is a man who is determined to find a radical change in his life. Despite what many people say, 
he chooses to “cry out all the more.” The blind man’s determination and pure desire to experience God 
causes Jesus himself  to stop and call him.

As Bartimaeus runs to Jesus it says he removes his cloak, this holds historical significance as during this 
time your cloak stated your economical class and status. This means Bartimaeus removed all pride, he 
rid himself  of  anything that tied him to his current status and chose to find a new identity found in the 
freedom of  Christ. As he runs to Jesus, Jesus looks at him and immediately heals him for his faith. Jesus is 
waiting for you to cry out to him, to run to him, and to have the faith to believe he can radically change 
your life.

There might be something in your life that has blinded you and made you feel you are unable to reach 
God, almost as if  there has been a wall built between you and Him. You may feel confused or distant. Just 
like Bartimaeus, Jesus is walking by and awaiting you to call upon him. If  the enemy, or your past, maybe 
legalism, or addiction start to tell you to keep quiet, if  they tell you “He can’t help you, why are you fast-
ing? You are too far gone” then you need to shout all the more, because Jesus is listening and wants to call 
you to him. 

What is an area that you may feel blinded and unable to see God in? 
In this time let us consider the pride or “cloaks” that may be keeping us from God and let us have faith 
that God is working in the midst and that he has the power to bring healing in our lives.
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Day Three — 
Jenny huanG

to be still and know
Psalm 46:10 
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

We live in a world that thrives on movement. Even more, movement that is self-initiated. We could be at 
one location engaged in a certain activity and already thinking about what’s happening at the next. We 
could be in a specific job role and considering how to make moves for the next promotion. We could be in 
one season of  life and wishing we were in another.

Many of  these movements are good and actually signify progress or growth. 

When it comes to our daily walk with God, sometimes the most powerful, faith-filled moments are not 
those with any active moves. Oftentimes, they are actually moments of  being still. 

The writer in Psalm 46 understood this well. It is said that this psalm was written on the occasion of  
King David’s victories from warring with neighboring countries and the rest that God gave him from his 
enemies. Even in the midst of  battle and fight, the psalmist penned the words “Be still, and know that I 
am God…” The Hebrew translation of  “still” is raphah, which means to slacken, cease, be faint, be weak. 
This could easily sound like your laziest moment at best or lowest of  lows at worst. And yet it could actual-
ly be the most significant because it is anchored in the power and presence of  God.  

These are moments when perhaps you cease from activity. They could also be moments when you are 
quiet in the presence of  God. Even beyond this, being still is an internal posture of  complete trust in God. 
It’s a place where striving stops. It’s a space where there is total surrender. It’s also a deep-rooted faith in 
God’s character, promises, and purposes. It’s knowing with full confidence He is who He says He is; and 
He is faithful to fulfill the commitments from His Word. 

What areas of  your life do you need to “be still”? During this season of  prayer and fasting, may we enter 
these moments of  trust and surrender. And may we know, with full certainty, that He is God.
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Day FOur — 
roberT Garrick

Darkest before dawn
Daniel 6:16-22 
“So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den.  The king said to 
Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!’  A stone was brought and placed over 
the mouth of  the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of  his nobles, so 
that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.  At the first light of  dawn, the king got up and hurried to the 
lions’ den.  The king called out to Daniel and he answered, saying “My God sent his angel, and he shut 
the mouths of  the lions.  They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.”

It is always darkest before dawn.  This phrase means things always seem to get worse before they get bet-
ter.  Have you ever been in a situation where everything felt like it was going wrong?  Like no matter how 
hard you tried to make something positive happen in your life you were faced with obstacle after obstacle, 
roadblock after roadblock, with no end in sight?  

I experienced my ‘darkest before dawn’ moment during the Great Recession of  the late 2000’s.  Leading 
up to this life was great.  I was financially stable and had a well- paying job; I essentially felt like I had it 
all.  Well, I didn’t. The economic downturn impacted my company causing it to liquidate.  I lost my job, 
had to sell all my personal assets and exhausted all my life savings to make ends meet.  In my darkest time 
my faith in God was put to the test.

The good news is, if  only a glimmer of  faith remains in a heart, God can use it to restore blazing faith in 
that believer.  If  you feel that only a spark of  faith remains in you, ask God right now to use it to rekindle a 
blazing fire of  commitment to Him.  

I prayed for God to give me strong faith regardless of  my current situation and in a moment God changed 
everything.  God restored everything that I lost and has blessed me with twice as much in every area of  my 
life.  Whatever your ‘darkest before dawn’ moment is, do not despair, for no matter how dark it might get 
there will always be light.

The story of  Daniel in the Den of  Lions teaches us about the faithfulness of  God, even if  we feel every-
thing has been lost.  Daniel’s refusal to stop praying to God and bow down to the king was going to lead 
him to be fed to the lions and lose his life but God showed up and changed everything in a moment.  

What are the supernatural breakthroughs you are believing God for? 

As we pray and fast for breakthrough in our lives, our family’s life and that of  our church and community, 
let us not allow the pressures of  life to overcome us.  Regardless of  what we are going through or the situa-
tion that we are in, we know that God can turn it around in a moment. 



21 Days of Prayer & Fasting
P r ay e r We e k Devo Gu i De

Day Five — 
kaTie moTil

fighting from victory
Joshua 10: 9-13 
“After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. The Lord threw them into confusion 
before Israel, who defeated them in a great victory at Gibeon…as they fled before Israel on the road down 
from Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky, and more of  
them died from the hailstones than were killed by the swords of  the Israelites. Joshua said to the Lord in 
the presence of  Israel, O sun, stand still over Gibeon…So the sun stood still, till the nation avenged itself  
on its enemies.”

The Israelites have been wandering in the desert for 40 years and are now fighting battles, under Joshua’s 
leadership, to take dominion over the land God promised them. They were given instructions to utterly 
destroy all who live in their land (Deuteronomy 7:2-5). When the people of  Gibeon heard that Joshua had 
completely destroyed Jericho and Ai, they resorted to a ruse. They pretended to be travelers from distant 
lands, who had come because they heard of  the great works the Lord had done in Egypt. The men of  
Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of  the Lord. Then Joshua made a treaty of  peace with 
them to let them live. (Joshua 9:14-15) Not long after this, Joshua discovered they had been deceived and 
that Gibeon would now share the land that Israel had been promised. 

Gibeon was a great and powerful city, so when the King of  Jerusalem heard of  the peace treaty, he joined 
forces with many surrounding kings and attacked Gibeon. Joshua, now under obligation to them, came to 
their rescue and found himself  in a war he never should have been in. 

In a moment where Israel could have easily been conquered, Joshua chose faith. He cried out to the Lord 
for a miracle, and God responded. 

Even when we make mistakes or find ourselves in a situation that God never intended us to be in, He is 
faithful and fights for us. More of  the enemy was killed by hailstones sent from Heaven, than by the men 
fighting. Whatever you are facing in life, no matter the cause, His grace is ever present. He loves fighting 
for and providing for His children. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace. (Exodus 
14:14) Take heart, and know that we fight FROM VICTORY. 

What are areas; past, present and future you may need to receive the grace of  God in? We know that his 
grace is alive and active, let us choose to see and believe that God is currently fighting on our behalf  in the 
midst of  our circumstances.
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Day Six — 
anDreW DiamonD

focus on what’s ahead
Romans 8:18 
“For I consider the sufferings of  this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.”

It was a normal Wednesday. I was at work, and my wife Cait was at a routine check-up. She was 32 weeks 
pregnant with our third baby boy, Gunner-Jax. My phone rang. It was Cait. I was excited, as always, to 
hear how much Gunner had grown since the last check-up. When I answered, Cait’s voice wasn’t filled 
with the same joy as she always called with; instead, she was sobbing and said, “They can’t find a heart-
beat.” Our son, who we saw in an ultra-sound 4 days prior, had passed away inside of  Cait’s womb. My 
world was shattered. 

I was expecting to meet my son in 7 weeks. I was going to hold him. I was going to kiss his little face. I was 
going to cry tears of  joy and thank God for another little miracle to take his place in our family. There was 
no preparing for the pain that we experienced. God actually promises us trial and tribulation in this world 
because the world we live in is broken by way of  sin. 

The above verse is a reminder that we mustn’t stay stuck in the pain, but to focus our eyes on the joy that 
lies ahead. Yes, our heavenly father tells us to expect suffering, but he also tells us that we will experience 
no pain, no tears and no more suffering after Jesus returns.  When grief  or pain strikes our lives we can 
easily forget that the story has already ended. Jesus won and glory is already owned by God. Sometimes, 
the shard from a broken heart causes so much pain that you can forget the love of  God and that His plan 
– despite our grief  in this world – is all working for a better cause for what will make sense to us in the 
future.  

You may be facing a situation that changed your life in a moment. Usually, we aren’t able to foresee these 
moments before they happen. Not knowing when the moment is going to come makes it that much more 
difficult to bear. You may be facing financial issues, a divorce, substance abuse, lust, an illness or maybe 
you can’t find a job. 

Today, it may be difficult because in a moment the UNEXPECTED happened, but rest assured that to-
morrow you can EXPECT God to use His love in ways we cannot foresee. So like the verse says, hang on. 
Don’t get stuck in the pain or grief.  Instead, fixate your eyes on the love of  God and move forward with 
Him. Eternal joy is just ahead. 
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Day Seven — 
arT bailey

living a christ-like life
Hebrews 13:7 
“Remember your Leaders, who spoke the word of  God to you. Consider the outcome of  their way of  life 
and imitate their faith.”

Proverbs 10:9 
“Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever takes crooked paths will be found out.”

Besides God’s Word, a manuscript that has greatly influenced my direction as a follower of  Christ and 
influencer in the community is “The Leadership Challenge” by James Kouzes and Barry Posner. Though 
written as a secular leadership model, these Christian writers clearly reflect Biblical servant leadership 
principles. So much so that, John Maxwell weighed in with some Christian Reflections on this text. I 
believe this is so very important that I will share some of  John’s thoughts as we consider this New Year and 
who we can be in it.

Let me ask this question, “What do you remember most about an influential spiritual person in your life?” 
Do you remember the words they have proclaimed or do you remember who they were in actions and 
deeds?  Where they influential because they told others how to live a Christ-like life or because they first 
demonstrated (modeled - in the words of  the book) a Christ-like life?

John was clear in his reflections that in order to have a great influence for Christ, we must first work 
diligently to influence our own life because others will always remember us more by our actions and then 
what we say (in spite of  what we tweet). John provided the following principles that can serve us well as we 
strive to model the way:

1. Work on yourself  before you work on others.
2. Work on yourself  more than you work on others.
3. It is easier to teach what is right than to do what is right.
4. People do what they see.
5. The example of  others profoundly impacts our lives.

Two of  the most influential spiritual people in my life were pastors when I was a teenager and then later 
in my early 20s. I don’t remember anything they ever said. What I do remember was how they lived their 
lives before their congregations and within their families. They knew these principles long before John 
penned them. I have spent my entire life trying to live up to these two examples. May we be so purposeful 
in growing in Christ that others see Christ IN us before they hear Christ FROM us!


