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Recommendation 
 
Support the permanent expansion of the CTC.  
 
The study committee believes that the permanent expansion will help children and 
families that need it most, to help support their most basic needs. This will help promote 
children’s healthy development and well-being, and increase educational opportunities 
for our most vulnerable children. A permanent expansion of the CTC will also boost 
local economies and advance racial equity. PTA believes it will help families be more 
financially secure and support all children across the income spectrum will have the 
opportunity to reach their full potential.  
 
  

What is the Child Tax Credit? 
Overview 
The Child Tax Credit is a tax benefit designed to help families who are raising children.  
Originally enacted as part of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, the child tax credit was 
initially a $500 nonrefundable credit that could be applied by eligible families toward 
their federal income tax bill. Over the years, it has been expanded multiple times, and in 
2021, the credit will be fully refundable and have a maximum value of $3,600. 

The American Rescue Plan, signed into law on March 11, 2021, expanded the Child 
Tax Credit for 2021. 

● It has gone from $2,000 per child in 2020 to $3,600 for each child under age 6. 
● For each child ages 6 to 16, it’s increased from $2,000 to $3,000. 
● It also now makes 17-year-olds eligible for the $3,000 credit. 
● Previously, low-income families did not get the same amount or any of the Child 

Tax Credit. Under the American Rescue Plan, all families in need will get the full 
amount. 

● To get money to families sooner, the IRS began sending monthly payments (up 
to half of your total amount) this year, starting in July. 

● It will be broken up into monthly payments, which means payments of up to $300 
per child under age 6 and $250 per child ages 6 to 17. 



● You’ll get the remainder of the credit when you file your taxes next year. 

Nearly all families with kids qualify. Some income limitations apply. For example, only 
couples making less than $150,000 and single parents (also called Head of Household) 
making less than $112,500 will qualify for the additional 2021 Child Tax Credit amounts. 
Families with high incomes may receive a smaller credit or may not qualify for any credit 
at all. For more detail on the phase-outs for higher income families, see 
irs.gov/childtaxcredit2021. 

From the National Conference for State Legislatures  

● The federal government and seven states have child tax credits. The tax credits 
are intended to provide financial relief for low-income parents and their children. 

● Children must have a Social Security number for families to be eligible to receive 
the tax credit. 

● A recent report found 28.2 million filers claimed the federal child tax credit in 
2017. The average credit per filer was $998. The refundable portion of the tax 
credit was claimed by 17.5 million filers with an average credit of $1,321. 

● Beginning in 2018, higher income earners were eligible for the tax credit. The 
same report cited that every eligible income group received a higher credit 
amount per return (excluding those earning $1 million and above). 

From the White House 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/28/president-
biden-announces-the-build-back-better-framework/ 
The Child Tax Credit will provide more than 35 million households up to $3,600 (or $300 
per month) in tax cuts per child by extending the American Rescue Plan’s expanded 
Child Tax Credit. The Build Back Better framework will provide monthly payments to the 
parents of nearly 90 percent of American children for 2022 – $300 per month per child 
under six and $250 per month per child ages 6 to 17. This historic tax cut will help cover 
the cost of food, housing, health care, and transportation and will continue the largest 
one-year reduction in child poverty in history. And critically, the framework includes 
permanent refundability for the Child Tax Credit, meaning that the neediest families will 
continue to receive the full Child Tax Credit over the long-run. 
 

  
Child Tax Credit History and Background 

The child tax credit was enacted as part of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 (P.L. 105-
34). When it initially went into effect in 1998, the credit was a $500-per-child 
nonrefundable credit, which primarily benefited middle- and upper-middle-income 

https://www.irs.gov/childtaxcredit2021
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/28/president-biden-announces-the-build-back-better-framework/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/28/president-biden-announces-the-build-back-better-framework/


families. Since enactment, various laws have modified key parameters of the credit, 
expanding the availability of the benefit to more low- income families while also 
increasing the amount of the tax credit. The first significant change to the child tax credit 
occurred with the enactment of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act 
of 2001 (EGTRRA; P.L. 107-16). EGTRRA increased the amount of the credit over time 
to $1,000 per child and made it partially refundable under the earned income formula. 

In 2008 and 2009, Congress passed legislation—the Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2009 (EESA; P.L. 110-343) and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA; P.L. 111-5)—that further expanded the availability and amount of the 
credit to taxpayers whose income was too low to either qualify for the credit or be 
eligible for the full credit. ARRA lowered the refundability threshold to $3,000 for 2009 
through 2010. The ARRA provisions were subsequently extended several times and 
made permanent by the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act (Division Q of 
P.L. 114-113). The PATH Act also required that beginning with tax returns filed in 2017, 
any refund associated with returns claiming the ACTC (and/or EITC) would be held by 
the IRS until February 15. This provision was coupled with a requirement that 
employers furnish the IRS with W-2s and information returns on nonemployee 
compensation (e.g., 1099-MISCs) earlier in the filing season. Many believe that more 
time to cross-check income on information returns will help reduce erroneous payments 
of the ACTC by the IRS. 

At the end of 2017, President Trump signed into law P.L. 115-97, commonly referred to 
as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, or TCJA, which made numerous temporary changes to 
individual income tax provisions, including the child tax credit. The act increased the 
maximum amount of the credit per child from $1,000 to $2,000, increased the maximum 
amount of the refundable tax credit per child from $1,000 to $1,400, and increased the 
income level at which the credit phases out from $110,000/$75,000 for 
married/unmarried tax filers to $400,000/$200,000. The law also temporarily changed 
the ID requirements of the credit. These changes are scheduled to be in effect from 
2018 through the end of 2025. The legislative changes made to the child tax credit by 
P.L. 115-97 have significantly expanded the child tax credit, especially for upper-income 
taxpayers. 

(FromThe Congesssional Research Service 
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11077) 

 

 
California State PTA Authorities 

General Principles 
General Principles for consideration of this proposed legislation 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11077


1. Equity in every aspect of life for all children and youth, while recognizing that 
each child is unique with individual needs and talents. 

3. Effective governance systems and practices that are rooted in social justice to 
effectively serve the needs of children, youth and families. 

5. Establishment of and adherence to fiscal responsibility in government, with 
concern for fair taxation, but keeping priorities for the needs of all children and youth 
foremost. 

7. Strong and broadly based tax structures at state and local levels. 

10. Equal justice for all. 

 
Legislation Planks 
California State PTA will support legislation: 
 14. To promote public policy that contributes to the stability of families and to the 
adequate physical, emotional, and financial support of children and youth. 

20. To support the needs of vulnerable children in all aspects of their lives. 

Position Statement 

Child Care 

Adopted March 1989 – Reviewed and deemed relevant March 2012 – Community 
Concerns and Family Engagement Commissions – Revised August 2018 

California State PTA believes that provision of quality child care is a shared 
responsibility of parents/guardians, providers, appropriate governmental agencies, 
business and industry, and the community at large. California State PTA also 
recognizes the need for a wide variety of programs and services to address the diverse 
child care needs of families throughout the state and the differing needs of children of 
various ages. 
Studies have found that high quality child care programs have certain characteristics in 
common. These characteristics can help parents make better child care choices for their 
children because they indicate a much greater likelihood of high quality care. Quality 
indicators measure the conditions that generally foster a safe, nurturing and stimulating 
environment for children. 
California State PTA believes that the minimum indicators of program quality include: 



● A safe, secure, healthy, developmentally appropriate, and stimulating 
environment (home-, school-, or center-based) that enhances the physical, 
social-emotional, linguistic, cultural, creative and cognitive development of all 
enrolled children; 

● A current, valid state child care provider license; 
● Facilities appropriate to the type of care and ages of children, including adequate 

indoor and outdoor space as defined in state licensing requirements; 
● Low child to teacher ratios and small group sizes fostering positive teacher/child 

interactions; 
● Staff who are adequately trained in early childhood education and child 

development and who receive ongoing training; 
● A policy that forbids the use of corporal punishment; 
● A written description of programs and services that includes an explanation of 

developmental appropriateness of activities and materials made available to 
parents/guardians and concerned agencies; 

● An open door policy for parents/guardians and opportunities for family 
engagement in all aspects of the program, including policy, administration and 
curriculum. 

California State PTA supports: 

● Uniform licensing standards for child care centers; 
● Background and criminal checks on all personnel, volunteers, and any other 

adults who may reside in the facility; 
● Strengthening of the state’s facility inspection program; 
● Child care homes to have liability insurance or a bond covering injury to clients 

and guests; 
● Crisis and natural disaster preparedness checklist given to all parents/guardians 

and posted at centers; 
● Personnel of child day care facilities (day care centers, family day care homes 

and out of school youth centers) to have current certification in preventive health 
practices including pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and pediatric 
first aid; 

● High standards for preparation and continuing education of child care teachers 
and providers, with the state taking a leadership role in providing educational 
programs for teachers and providers; 

● Adequate salaries for child care providers in order to attract and maintain quality 
personnel; 

● Tax incentives for employers to provide on-site or off-site child care and/or 
related options for employees, including flex time, job sharing and/or use of 
benefit packages; 



● State and federal tax deduction credits for child care costs; 
● Increased public and private funding for program improvements and expansions; 
● Increased cooperation between government, community, agencies and business 

in providing for child care services that meet the unique needs of each 
community; 

● Public policy at state and local levels that includes incentives for, and removes 
obstacles to, employer involvement in addressing the child care needs of working 
parents/guardians; 

● State support of high quality child care, including a wide variety of program types 
and services; 

● School- or community-based child care resource, referral and provider centers 
that: 

● Serve as referral agencies for child care services within the community; 
● Are resources to support and monitor providers; and 
● Ensure quality care for preschool and school-aged children including 

children with special needs; 
● Monitoring of recreational programs to ensure quality, safety, and adequate 

supervision of children. 

 
 

Arguments In Favor of the Child Tax Credit 
  
The CTC expansion would reduce the number of children living in poverty by 
more than 40 percent nationally. 
 
In addition to making the full credit available to low- and no-income families, the 
Families Plan’s Child Tax Credit proposal also would increase the amount of the credit 
to $3,000 per child and $3,600 per child under 6 and make 17-year-olds eligible for the 
credit. The Administration proposes to make these two changes — the increase in the 
maximum credit and eligibility for 17-year-olds —through 2025. The full Families Plan’s 
Child Tax Credit would lift an estimated 4.1 million children above the poverty line, of 
whom 1.6 million are Latino, 1.2 million are white, 930,000 are Black, and 132,000 are 
Asian. Black and Latino children would disproportionately benefit due to many of the 
same barriers mentioned previously that affect their families’ economic security.[8] Of 
the roughly 9.9 million children it would lift above or closer to the poverty line, 3.8 million 
are Latino, 2.9 million are white, 2.1 million are Black, and 426,000 are Asian.[9] These 
changes would reduce the number of children in poverty by more than 40 percent 
nationally. (See Appendix Table 3 for state-specific estimates of reductions in child 
poverty rates by race/ethnicity.) 



 
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/congress-should-adopt-american-families-
plans-permanent-expansions-of-child 
 
Concerns That the Child Tax Credit Expansion Would Discourage Work Are 
Overstated 
 
The National Academy of Sciences expert panel found that almost all employed people 
in low- and moderate-income families with children would continue to work after the 
implementation of a $3,000-per-child allowance and more than four-fifths (82 percent) 
would not reduce their work hours at all. 
 
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/benefits-of-expanding-child-tax-credit-
outweigh-small-employment-effects 
 
Brookings Institute   
Andre M. Perry — Senior Fellow in the Metropolitan Policy Program: 
Early child care is as basic as a K-12 education and higher education for individual and 
societal wellness. However, rising costs in education, particularly for early child-care 
services, have made essential goods a luxury. From 1972 to 2007, spending on child 
care increased by 2000%, clearly outpacing inflation and wage growth. As a result, too 
many low-income families (primarily women) are forced out of the labor market to take 
care of their children. And, many working-class families in low-paying jobs are limited to 
substandard options. While this is an issue for all racial groups, Black and Hispanic 
families are much more likely to have to make these kinds of choices. The poverty rate 
in 2019 for Black and Hispanic families was 18.8% and 15.7%, respectively, compared 
to 7.3% for Asian and non-Hispanic whites, according to Census Data. 
Because Black and Hispanic families are more likely to be poor, more as a proportion of 
those respective populations stand to benefit. 

Combined with the increase in the Child Tax Credit for families with low or no income for 
children ages 6 to 17 and $3,600 for children under age 6, implementation of this 
framework will put money into parents’ pockets while reducing costs for early child-care 
services. Few will argue that this isn’t materially and symbolically good for people of 
color. The Build Back Better Framework addresses the resource gap that is strongly 
correlated with educational disparities. For too long, the achievement gap has been 
associated with a lack of work ethic, bad teachers, and schools. The Build Back Better 
Framework offers to ameliorate the racial achievement gap, which decades of education 
reform have laid blame on teachers and school districts. 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/congress-should-adopt-american-families-plans-permanent-expansions-of-child
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/congress-should-adopt-american-families-plans-permanent-expansions-of-child
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/benefits-of-expanding-child-tax-credit-outweigh-small-employment-effects
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/benefits-of-expanding-child-tax-credit-outweigh-small-employment-effects
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/andre-m-perry/
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/1-Investing-in-Children-:-Changes-in-Parental-on-,-Furstenberg/89d01df48596e4d3e43f4dbaf05a138cafb90dfe?p2df
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/09/poverty-rates-for-blacks-and-hispanics-reached-historic-lows-in-2019.html


https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/11/05/what-does-the-build-back-
better-framework-mean-for-bipoc-communities/ 
 

Children’s Defense Fund 
 
Extension of the improved Child Tax Credit (CTC) for only one year and 
permanently ensuring that families with little or no income will be eligible. That 
means families will still get monthly payments of $250 for children under 6 and $300 for 
children 6-17 for one more year. Though the bill falls short of making the full expansion 
permanent, it includes improvements to make the credit fully inclusive so that it 
reaches more children, including 1 million immigrant children with Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Numbers.  The CTC expansion already lifted 3.4 million children 
out of poverty in September 2021 alone and continues to help families take care of their 
children.  

https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/build-back-better-compromise/ 
 

 
Article from Vox 
By Li Zhou 
The expanded child tax credit, a policy passed in March 2021 that beefed up 
monthly payments to most families with kids, has already had a massive, 
positive effect on the lives of America’s children. After just one monthly 
payment, it cut child poverty by 25 percent — and should the larger payments 
continue, it could slash child poverty by more than 40 percent in a typical year, 
according to the Urban Institute. 

This is a huge decline in a very short time frame. According to the Brookings 
Institution, child poverty rates dropped by 26 percent between 2009 and 2019, 
meaning the tax credit accomplished in one month what other policies took a 
decade to achieve. 

Despite that success, the expanded child tax credit (CTC) is in serious 
danger. As part of their budget negotiations, Democrats are debating how 
long to extend the program — most likely for a year, with some calling for a 
four-year (or even indefinite) extension. In the best-case scenario with a short 
extension, the program will probably run out of money by the end of 2022. In 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/11/05/what-does-the-build-back-better-framework-mean-for-bipoc-communities/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/11/05/what-does-the-build-back-better-framework-mean-for-bipoc-communities/
https://itep.org/inclusive-child-tax-credit-reform-would-restore-benefit-to-1-million-young-dreamers/
https://itep.org/inclusive-child-tax-credit-reform-would-restore-benefit-to-1-million-young-dreamers/
https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/understanding-the-expanded-ctc/
https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/news-internal/monthly-poverty-september-2021
https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/news-internal/monthly-poverty-september-2021
https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/build-back-better-compromise/
https://www.vox.com/22744783/expanded-federal-child-tax-credit-2021
https://www.vox.com/22388062/child-tax-credit-expanded-biden-2021-stimulus
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/08/25/child-tax-credit-lifted-3-million-kids-from-poverty-in-july.html
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/104743/expanding-the-child-tax-credit-could-lift-millions-of-children-out-of-poverty_0.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/03/11/new-child-tax-credit-could-slash-poverty-now-and-boost-social-mobility-later/


the worst-case scenario, it could end as soon as April 2022, when families are 
currently due to receive their final enhanced payment. 

 
 
List of Supporters 
Children’s Defense Fund 
Alianza Nacional de Campesinas 
All Home, CA 
Arizona Center for Economic Progress 
ASISTA 
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Bread for the World 
 Center for American Progress 
 Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) 
 Child Welfare League of America 
 Children's Action Alliance 
 Children's HealthWatch 
 Coalition on Human Needs 
 Color of Change 
 Common Sense 
 Community Change/Action 
 Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, U.S. Provinces 
 Economic Security Project Action 
 Educare Learning Network 
 Faith Action Network - Washington State 
 Family and Home Network 
 Fighting Chance for Families 
 Friends Committee on National Legislation 
 Fuerza 
 Futures Without Violence 
 Gerald Huff Fund for Humanity 
 Golden State Opportunity 
 Heartland Alliance 
 High Ground Institute 
 Hoosier Action 
 Income Movement 
 Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy 
 Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank 



Maine Equal Justice 
Maine People's Alliance 
National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) 
National Immigration Law Center 
National Women's Law Center 
Our Children Oregon 
ParentsTogether Action 
People's Action 
Pioneer Valley Project 
Poligon Education Fund 
Prosperity Now 
RESULTS 
SaverLife 
Share Our Strength 
Shriver Center on Poverty Law 
Springboard To Opportunities 
Stand for Children 
Start Early 
Statewide Poverty Action Network (WA) 
Tax March 
The Chicago Community Trust 
UnidosUS 
United Way of Illinois 
Universal Income Project 
Voices for Progress 
NAACP 
Economic Security Project 
National Urban League 
Community Change Action 
 
 

Arguments Against the Child Tax Credit 
 
The Child Tax Credit would not improve economic growth like rate reductions 
would because a CTC increase would not reduce those disincentives on 
productive activities. Instead, it would greatly increase the number of tax filers that 
pay no federal income tax, which is already close to 50 percent. It would also greatly 
increase the number of taxpayers who receive cash payments from the IRS because 

https://www.economicsecurityproject.org/childtaxcredit/


the credit is refundable. Taxpayers who already receive refundable payments could see 
larger payments if the credit rose. 
https://www.heritage.org/taxes/report/congress-should-be-cautious-about-expanding-
the-child-tax-credit# 
 
But distributing monthly checks to U.S. households through an expanded CTC is not the 
right solution. Instead, policymakers should look to reduce taxes for working families, 
decrease effective marginal tax rates for low-income workers, and eliminate marriage 
penalties in the tax code. 
https://ifstudies.org/blog/why-a-fully-refundable-ctc-is-the-wrong-policy-for-working-
families  
 
Opponents of the child tax credit argue that children should not be subsidized by 
the government and such favoritism in the tax code is inappropriate. According to 
this argument, the decision to have children is a parent’s choice on how to consume 
income, and therefore should not be favored under an income tax. The phase-out of the 
refundable portion adds 5 percent to the marginal tax rates of households above 
$75,000/$110,000 of income, which can disincentivize work. Opponents also argue the 
credit is wrought with fraud, often pointing to a 2011 Treasury Inspector General report 
that describes how $4.2 billion in child tax credits were refunded to individuals who were 
not authorized to work in the United States, but allowed to claim the credit under current 
law. Furthermore, some anti-poverty advocates argue that the $57 billion annual cost 
could be much better targeted, since much of the child tax credit (particularly at 2018 
levels) goes to middle-class rather than poor families. 
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/tax-break-down-child-tax-credit  
 
 
Some Republicans, meanwhile, objected to what they said was an expansion of 
the welfare state that could disincentivize some parents from working. 
https://congressionaldigest.com/pros-and-cons-of-expanding-the-child-tax-credit/  
 
 
 
Biden’s Child Tax Credit has a Fatal Flaw 
By Michael R. Strain 
Joe Biden hasn’t been in the White House for three months, so it’s way too soon to 
justify the claim that he has already joined the ranks of transformational presidents. But 
one Biden initiative that really could be game-changing is his plan to give U.S. 
households a monthly check based on the number of children they have. 
 

https://www.heritage.org/taxes/report/congress-should-be-cautious-about-expanding-the-child-tax-credit
https://www.heritage.org/taxes/report/congress-should-be-cautious-about-expanding-the-child-tax-credit
https://ifstudies.org/blog/why-a-fully-refundable-ctc-is-the-wrong-policy-for-working-families
https://ifstudies.org/blog/why-a-fully-refundable-ctc-is-the-wrong-policy-for-working-families
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/tax-break-down-child-tax-credit
https://congressionaldigest.com/pros-and-cons-of-expanding-the-child-tax-credit/


Progressives celebrate the program as an antidote to child poverty. Conservatives fret 
that it will give low-income parents the opportunity to avoid work. 
 
 
Those views are worth discussing, but both miss the real problem with Biden’s plan. 
The group of Americans for whom the child-allowance might be transformational is the 
middle class, not the poor. And the most concerning aspect isn’t its generosity. It lurks 
behind the decision to distribute it to households as a monthly check, rather than a 
once-a-year payment bundled with tax refunds. 
 
The 2017 tax law doubled the child credit from $1,000 to $2,000 per child. It also made 
the credit partially refundable, so that a household that didn’t owe any income tax was 
eligible for a refund payment of up to $1,400 per child. To receive the credit, a taxpayer 
had to earn at least $2,500. 
 
The $1.9 trillion pandemic relief law that Biden signed last month expanded the credit 
even further, boosting it to $3,600 for each child under age 6 and $3,000 per older child. 
It also waived the $2,500 annual earnings requirement and made the credit fully 
refundable. The changes will only be in effect this year, but Biden and congressional 
Democrats hope to extend them. 
 
A household with two young kids and no earnings will receive $7,200 from the 
expanded child credit. That’s a lot more than the $2,800 this household would have 
received prior to the relief law. And previously, the household would have needed to 
earn at least $2,500 to get the credit. 
 
The more generous credit will probably reduce employment. But I wouldn’t expect the 
drop to be large because the structure of the credit doesn’t penalize labor income — for 
low-income households, the size of the child allowance doesn’t shrink as earnings 
increase. And the extra money will have a significant impact on poverty. My American 
Enterprise Institute colleagues Alex Brill, Kyle Pomerleau and Grant M. Seiter estimated 
that it will cut child poverty by one-third. 
 
As important as this is, it is not a new paradigm for anti-poverty policy. It is simply 
ratcheting up the generosity of a program that has been expanded by presidents of both 
parties over several decades, including by President Donald Trump. 
 
But while the expanded scale doesn’t represent a paradigm shift in anti-poverty policy, 
the payment structure might represent one — and not for the poor, but for the middle 
class. 



 
By distributing the child allowance as monthly income, the government would 
encourage middle-class parents to stop thinking of it as a tax break. Instead, it might 
start to feel like a … monthly income. 
 
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2021-04-06/biden-child-tax-credit-has-a-
fatal-
flaw?utm_medium=cpc_search&utm_campaign=NB_ACQ_DSAXX_DSATESTTCPAXX
_EVG_XXXX_XXX_COALL_EN_EN_X_BLOM_GO_SE_XXX_XXXXXXXXXX&gclid=Cj
0KCQiAnuGNBhCPARIsACbnLzoAzkGD1fkj6IY8PS1loUGnk6q8R-
H4HcsA4exZvlKjeLcf0-5JuOMaAhI-EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds 
 
 

Discussion/Comments 
● PTA has clear authorities to take a position on the Child Tax Credit portion 

of the Build Back Better plan.   
● The data regarding the change in poverty rates is compelling. 
● The arguments against are similar to those for other government programs 

such as unemployment, welfare, food stamps etc. 
● Though there is a vocal contingent of organizations and voters in support 

of expanding the CTC long term, it is just one part of the massive Build 
Back Better plan. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office has said 
the measure includes about $1.7 trillion in spending and would add about 
$160 billion to the national debt over the next decade. Some are 
concerned about the long term costs of the package and rather than speak 
out against the CTC, have focused on other portions of the bill such as 
drug costs, free community college, paid family leave, and climate change 
provisions.  

● According to the nonpartisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget 
(CFPB), the total amount added to America's deficit over the next decade 
would be a whopping $3 trillion if all of the key provisions of the BBB were 
to remain in place for just 10 years—far more than the mere $160 billion 
estimated by the CBO.  

● Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) said that he’d like to see more restrictions 
around who receives the expanded child tax credit, such as work or 
education requirements. “I support child tax credits. I sure am trying to help 
children,” Manchin said during a Sunday appearance on CNN’s State of 
the Union. But the senator expressed concerns. “Before you start saying, 
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is it going to be permanent, this and that, let’s see how we’re doing this. 
Let’s make sure that we’re getting it to the right people,” he said.  

● Anyone who has children knows raising children is hard. Is it the 
responsibility of taxpayers, including those who have no children or have 
already raised theirs, to pay for others—including those in the middle 
class—to raise their children? 
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