Grace Church Stamford welcomes you
to our Sunday Service
where our aim is to meet Jesus Christ
through his Word and Spirit

GRACE CHURCH

July 31, 2022 AD
Call To Worship

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the
peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength
and beauty are in his sanctuary.
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All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing
O praise Him alleluia

Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
O praise Him O praise Him

Alleluia alleluia alleluia

He shall return in power to reign
Heaven and earth will join to say

O praise Him alleluia

Then who shall fall on bended knee?
All creatures of our God and King

O praise Him O praise Him

Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Let all things their Creator bless Bridge: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, a-lle-luia!

And worship Him in humbleness

. . . (2x)
O praise Him alleluia
Praise praise the Father praise the Son Christ has defeated every sin
And praise the Spirit three in One Cast all your burdens now on him
O praise Him O praise Him O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia Alleluia alleluia alleluia

All the redeemed washed by His blood
Come and rejoice in his great love

O praise Him alleluia

Christ has defeated every sin

Cast all your burdens now on him

O praise Him O praise Him

Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Hearing God’s Word Isaiah 49:1-15 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Confessing Together

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips
tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of
judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed;
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the
world. Amen.

Here are words you may trust, words that merit full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners. To all who confess their sins and resolve to lead a new life, he says, ‘Your sins are forgiven.” He also
says, ‘Follow me.” Now to the one who rules all worlds, immortal, invisible, the only God be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Singing Together  Be Still My Soul

Be still my soul the Lord is on thy side

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain
Leave to thy God to order and provide

In every change He faithful will remain

Be still my soul thy best thy heavenly friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end

Be still my soul thy God doth undertake

To guide the future as He has the past

Thy hope thy confidence let nothing shake

All now mysterious shall be bright at last

Be still my soul the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below

Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
In the dawning of the King

He the theme of heaven's praises
Robed in frail humanity

In our longing in our darkness

Now the light of life has come

Look to Christ who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
He the perfect Son of Man

In His living in His suff'ring

Never trace nor stain of sin

See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man
Christ the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law in Him we stand

Praying Together
The Collection
Hearing God’s Word Proclaimed

Communing Together
Invitation

Colossians 1:24 — 2:5
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Chorus In You I rest, In You | find my hope
In You | trust, You never let me go
I place my life within Your hands alone
Be still my soul

Be still my soul the hour is hastening on

When we shall be forever with the Lord

When disappointment grief and fear are gone
Sorrow forgot Love's purest joys restored

Be still my soul when change and tears are past

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last (Chorus 2x)
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Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Christ the Lord upon the tree

In the stead of ruined sinners
Hangs the Lamb in victory

See the price of our redemption
See the Father's plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory

Grace unmeasured love untold

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Slain by death the God of life

But no grave could e'er restrain Him
Praise the Lord He is alive

What a foretaste of deliv'rance
How unwavering our hope

Christ in power resurrected

As we will be when He comes

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Brothers and sisters, this is the table where God intends us to be nourished; this is the time when Christ can
make us new. So come, you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus
Christ, who has sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his.

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. Let us give thanks
to the Lord our God. It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Awaiting his coming in glory, let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation and
deliver us from evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the
body and blood of our Lord. So let a person examine themselves, and so eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Loving God, you graciously feed us with the bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation. May we who have
received this sacrament be strengthened in your service; we who have sung your praises tell of your glory
and truth; we who have seen the greatness of your love see you face to face in your kingdom. For you have
made us your own people by the death and resurrection of your Son, our Lord, and by the life-giving power
of your Spirit. Amen.

* Prayer for those searching for truth Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. While I find that hard to believe,
help me to believe your claims. Guide me, teach me, open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

* Prayer of belief Lord Jesus, | admit that | am weaker and more sinful than | ever before believed, but through you | am more loved
and accepted than | ever dared hope. | thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness
and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, | turn away from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.
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By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation's grand design

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the power of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God's own hand
A place where peace and justice reign

Chorus We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We'll walk by faith and not by sight

By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the power to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the church was called to go
In the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news
In ev'ry corner of the earth (Chorus)

By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the power of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name (Chorus 2x)

Benediction for Mission



God’s Word Proclaimed

Sermon Series in Colossians: The Elephant In The Room
The Body Knitted Together
Colossians 1:24 —2:5

Introduction: A big Jesus should lead to a big impact and big questions

1. Knowing God through Christ

2. Knowing God through Paul

3. Knowing God through the church

Application
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