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Easter 2009
They came expecting.1
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of the Prophet

My thoughts - Brother Joseph Branham
What a privilege it is for us to open the doors, shake your 
hands, and to welcome you back home.

CoNtENts
Voice oF God RecoRdiNGS

Voice oF God RecoRdiNGS
P.O. BOx 950    JeFFeRSoNVille iN 47131 U.S.A.

www.branham.org

Easter 2009 
And to see them coming from everywhere, and--and trying to serve the Lord, 
and believing in the ministry that the Lord has given me, and trusting me to be 
His servant, that I would not tell them anything wrong, then, with deadness of 
sincerity, I must really do all that I know how to--to shepherd the souls of those 
people; knowing that they’re not coming here just to be seen, driving across icy 
mountains and hills, and down through jam-packed roads, and their children 
missing food and sleep, and their suitcase laying in the back of the car. And, you 
know, that’s hard.
But the Bible said, of such people over in the Book of Hebrews the 11th chapter, 
“Even the world is not worthy of such people.” I--I say that because I mean it in 
my heart.  61-1217 CHRISTIANITY VERSUS IDOLATRY

They Came From The East And West
A light rain fell as they huddled together waiting for the doors to open. The first 
couple arrived at 5:30 in the morning, and from that time, a steady stream of people 
joined the line. Those in front tenderly cared for the elderly as they sat in chairs 
beneath the narrow shelter outside the building. Children kept warm by nestling up 
to their parents. As the time grew closer, hundreds of people waiting in line began 
to sing: “We come from the East and West, we come from the lands afar, to feast 
with the King, to dine as His guest, how blessed these pilgrims are…” Many raised 
their hands in praise. Some wept. Others shouted. They had been looking forward 
to this for months, and expectations were high.

Why did many of these people travel for thousands of miles, during a time of 
economic crisis, to wait for hours in the rain for these doors to open? Was this a 
meeting from the 1950’s when hundreds waited outside the Branham Tabernacle 
to get a glimpse of the prophet? What was the attraction? What could be so 
important to these people?

We could hear their singing from inside the building. All eyes were on the front 
doors, knowing that in a few minutes, a portion of the Bride of Christ would 
step across that threshold. We knew that the last month of working late into the 
night, grabbing a few hours of sleep, and returning early in the morning would 
be forgotten as soon as we saw the first smiling face come into the building. The 
excitement was almost unbearable as we watched the clock slowly move forward. 
This was the time we had worked for. We would soon have the honor of greeting 
the people that make this great work possible. 

We all briefly walked away from our posts to see the front entry. The giant room 
was quiet with anticipation. “Did I forget anything? Am I ready? What will they 
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think when they see everything? Will they be disappointed? Will it be more 
than they expected? Oh, I wish they would open the doors!” Brother Joseph and 
Brother Billy Paul took their positions to greet each person that walked into the 
building. The brothers opened the doors, and the Easter Open House was officially 
underway. 

Inside
Inside the 100,000 square foot rented building, were 36 booths: each one dedicated 
to a specific area of the world, with the local VGR distributor speaking about 
the work of the Lord in his country. There were also displays of some of Brother 
Branham’s personal artifacts, including the rifle that exploded in 1962. A large 
portion of the building was dedicated to the young people, where they could be 
entertained while their parents enjoyed the displays. And there were some very 
special surprise products, including a custom Bible and replicas of some of Brother 
Branham’s most personal possessions. 

For two days, the believers fellowshipped among the displays. Like the apostles who 
were sent out and then brought reports back to the disciples in the Book of Acts, 
the missionaries gave accounts of how the Message is spreading in their countries. 
The testimonies of signs and wonders that are following the Message of the hour 
energized the listeners. These testimonies and the spirit among the people especially 
touched one brother in particular.  

the rain did not prevent the 
first couple from arriving at 
5:30 aM. By 9:00, there were 
hundreds waiting to walk 
through the doors. Inside the 
building, we could hear them 
singing songs of praise. 
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We dimmed the lights in the building to signal that the first day was coming to a 
close. One man remained in the Latin America area. A VGR employee walked up 
to him and said, “Brother, we are shutting down for the evening.”
The man gave a funny look and said, “What if I don’t want to leave?”
“I know. I don’t want to leave either, but we need to close up.”
The man said, “Can I ask you a question?”
“Sure.”
He continued, “This is really something. You know, I wasn’t even planning on 
coming today. I thought it would be a bunch of people who lift Joseph up too high. 
But since I walked into this building this morning, it has been such a sweet spirit 
among the people. I haven’t felt the Presence of the Lord like this in a long time. I 
was wrong.” 
He began weeping as he continued.
“I feel so bad about feeling that way. Since I walked through those doors, I have 
felt nothing but love. What you people are doing here is a wonderful thing. Seeing 
these booths is great, but to talk with the brothers is tremendous. I just don’t want 
to leave.”
He wiped his eyes and said, “I’ll be here in the morning, and I’m bringing a friend 
of mine. He needs to see this.”

Brother Joseph and Brother Billy Paul greeted each person as they walked into the building. It 
was an opportunity that both of them cherish. They saw many old friends and met some new ones. 
Some took the opportunity to ask for prayer. 
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We used most of the 100,000 sq ft 
building. Along with the displays 
were a coffee bar, lounge, food 
tent, and Yf area.
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Missionaries Displays 
There were three areas: Africa, Asia/Europe, and Latin America. Each display 
was unique, with recreations of actual settings in those countries. Forty VGR 
missionaries, who take the Message to the believers in their countries, manned 
the displays. Crowds gathered around as they spoke about the Gospel reaching 
into the deep jungles of Africa, the frozen reaches of Siberia, and the waterways 
of the Amazon. There was plenty of time for the missionaries to answer questions 
about the work in their countries, which usually led to more testimonies. Often, 
the presentation stopped as the brothers were asked to pray for members of the 
audience.

There were 36 different missionary displays 
with brothers from all areas of the world 
explaining the Lord’s work in their countries. 
The Melapallur Village (opposite page) was 
a re-creation of a typical Indian community, 
complete with grass huts, palm trees, and a 
VGR lending library. 

After hearing the eye-witness accounts of 
the great signs and wonders that follow 
the Message, many of the believers asked 
for prayer. (left) Brother Alfred Tshibangu, 
missionary in Congo, gave many testimonies 
of his travels in some of the most dangerous 
places on earth, and how the Lord has 
protected him every step of the way. 

(Below) Brother German Calva, VGR Distributor 
in Mexico City, explained how he drives over 
4,000 miles for one distribution trip. He told 
about the many Mexican people who have 
given their lives to the Lord by receiving one 
book or tape. 
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(above) Brother Saidi, VGR Office Manager in Malawi (brother on left), and Brother John 
Katyale, Missionary in Malawi, explained how playing a tape to the natives of West Africa can 
lead to thousands coming to baptism.

(below) Brother Felix Ruiz, VGR Distributor in Peru, gave a report about how the believers in 
Peru are recovering from the earthquake.

The amount of Message material that goes to the 750,000 
believers in Congo is staggering. An average of eight 20’ 
containers are shipped from Jeffersonville every year. 
This was part of the Congo display.
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Brother Francisco Viramontes (right) spoke through 
an interpreter as he told the crowd how honored he 
was to be VGR’s newest distributor. He has only been 
on the job for a couple months, but he is excited to 
do his part in spreading the Gospel of the hour.  

The brother from China (below right) leaned forward 
to the crowd and quietly told secrets of the Chinese 
believers. On the wall was a mural displaying a 
church in China. These believers proudly showed 
their faces to the people at Easter, thanking them 
for the Message that has become so dear to their 
hearts.

The Buitenkamp family (below) has been taking 
the Message to the people of Europe for decades. 
It started with Brother Heino, who risked his life to 
carry a few books and tapes into communist Eastern 
Europe. Brother Gerald (below) then followed in his 
father’s footsteps, and now Brother Gerald’s three 
sons have the same burden to spread the Message 
of the hour. All the Buitenkamp family was on hand to 
answer questions on how the Word of God is finding 
predestinated souls in Poland, Croatia, Serbia, and 
other forgotten European countries. 
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BROTHER BRANHAM 
Of all the displays at the open house, there were none more moving than the 
personal artifacts of Brother Branham. The first display had Brother Branham’s 
Bible laying on his pulpit. This is the same pulpit that floated to the ceiling of the 
Branham Tabernacle during the 1937 flood. Next to the pulpit was a large cast-iron 
stove. People once huddled around this stove to stay warm while Brother Branham 
brought the Message in the Milltown Baptist church. 

The next display was a re-creation of Brother Branham’s bedroom when he went 
beyond the curtain of time. As he was caught up, he looked down and saw his body 
laying on this very bed. The same furniture that was in his room on that day was in 
the display area.

Like the bedroom, the den room was scaled to the exact dimensions of the original 
208 Ewing Lane house. Brother Branham’s silvertip grizzly and 42 inch caribou 
were brought from Arizona, and “Blondie,” his trusty .270, was hanging on the wall. 
The chair, where Brother Branham spent hours in study, was sitting in the corner. 
This same furniture was there in the room when the Angel of the Lord revealed the 
Seven Seals to Brother Branham. 

The shooting range 
displayed the rifle that was 
bored into a .257 Weatherby 
Magnum, and then blew up 
on the gun range, almost 
killing Brother Branham. 
This is the event that gave 
him the inspiration for 
the sermons titled, Letting 
Off The Pressure. The 
mangled pieces of metal 
and splintered wood gave 
an idea of the power that 
was released when the gun 
exploded. The target at the 
end of the range showed 
Brother Branham’s shooting 
skills, as he drove six bullets 
into a tiny group at 50 yards 
on a windy day. 

Brother Branham’s jeep, 
fishing tackle, and suitcase 
were also on display. 

This is the same pulpit (opposite) 
that floated to the ceiling of the 
Branham Tabernacle during 
the 1937 flood. The worn edges 
show where the prophet placed 
his hands while laboring for 
hours preaching the Gospel. 
His Bible was resting on the 
pulpit, open to Matthew 24:35. 
In the background is the cast 
iron stove from the Milltown 
Baptist church. 

Brother Branham saved the 
pieces of the gun (left) that blew 
up in his hands in 1962, giving 
us the opportunity to see the 
power of the explosion 47 years 
later. This experience gave 
him the inspiration to preach 
the sermon, “Letting Off The 
Pressure.”

The silvertip grizzly (below), 
42-inch caribou, and Brother 
Branham’s rifle – Blondie were 
on display in the den room. The 
chair on the right is where he 
spent hours in study. 
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YF
Armed with a passport and a handful 
of Message books in their Cub 
Corner knapsack, they braved the 
perils of Congolese jungles. The young 
missionaries walked across a river on 
a giant log bridge, then they were 
interrogated by an armed soldier. They 
ascended the mountain, crossed the 
waterfall, and met a big game hunter at 
the edge of the jungle. Then, through 
the canopy of the dark forest, they found 
their way past the crocodile and delivered 
their precious cargo into the thankful 
hands of the Bantu native. Once again, 
the guard checked and stamped their 
passport before they were permitted to 
return from their missionary adventure. 

The kids also enjoyed an obstacle 
course, jumping castles, chalkboards, 
coloring tables, and toys. Each activity 
was focused on learning more about the 
Bible and Brother Branham. 

The older youth had their own 
lounge area where they played ping-
pong, cornhole, foosball, and enjoyed 
fellowship with one another. Six 
hundred young people, ages 16-30, 
attended the Friday evening banquet, 
where they heard testimonies from 
Brother Alfred Tshibangu, a missionary 
from Congo, who travels into some of 
the most dangerous places on earth. 

For most, the highlight was the 
Saturday evening youth service. Brother 
Joseph took a few minutes to speak to 
them about the difficulties they face 
every day of their lives. He promised 
them that the Holy Spirit would soon 
be sweeping through the tent, and 
encouraged them to listen intently, 

because this Message was for them. He 
then introduced the guest speaker, Brother 
Branham, who brought the Message: The 
Door To The Heart. Towards the end of 
the Message, Brother Branham called 
the prayer line. The Holy Spirit rushed 
through the crowd, drawing hundreds to 
the altar. Those in the back quietly prayed 
at their seats. Most of the youth stayed 
for hours after the tape ended. This night 
made the entire Easter Open House a 
great success: but the grand finale was yet 
to come. 

Six hundred young people (below and right) enjoyed Brother Tshibangu’s 
testimonies and each other’s fellowship at the banquet. The highlight for 
most of the youth was the service in a tent on the VGR property (above). 
Hundreds gave or recommitted their lives to the Lord during this wonderful 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Brother Branham brought the Message titled, 
“The Door To The Heart” and then called hundreds to the altar. 

Missionary adventure
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were about to hear God speak through 
His prophet. With great anticipation, 
we stood to our feet and sang Only 
Believe. Then… “Let us remain standing 
just a moment while we bow our heads 
for prayer.” Oh, our hearts burned 
within us as we closed our eyes! 

The Lord knew before the foundation 
of the world that six thousand people 
would be gathered together on Easter 
Sunday, 2009, hearing Him speak 
through His prophet. The next three 
hours seemed like but a few minutes 
as we heard The Unveiling Of God. 
Revelation after revelation poured into 
our hearts. How could this Message 

Again, they lined up at the doors before 
the morning light. The testimonies, 
displays, products, and fellowship were 
wonderful, but this is the day that all 
Christians celebrate as the day that 
the Lord Jesus conquered death, hell, 
and the grave. And the people came 
expecting!

Once we all took our seats and were 
quietly praying or reading our Bibles, 
the sweet melody of that familiar Voice 
entered our ears: “Our Lord is coming 
back to earth again! Yes, our Lord is 
coming back to earth again! Oh, Satan will 
be bound a thousand years; We’ll have no 
tempter then; After Jesus shall come back to 

earth again.” The congregation quickly 
joined in, and the Resurrection Service 
was underway with Brother Branham 
leading the opening song. 

Brother Joseph came to the pulpit and 
greeted us in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He encouraged us to stay 
with the Word, and don’t try to separate 
the message from the messenger. Shouts 
of “Amen!” echoed through the building 
as Brother Joseph’s words raised the 
expectations of the service even higher. 

We all knew what was coming next. 
We talk about It every day. We claim to 
believe It. We live our lives for It. This 
was the time we were waiting for! We 

have been preached forty-five years 
ago? It was surely preached for this 
very morning and for this group of 
people. The Revelations that came forth 
during that service seemed to answer 
every question on our hearts. Truly, the 
Word of God is alive today! The Lord 
knew that we were expecting something 
special for Sunday morning, and He 
delivered so much more than we could 
have ever asked. 

To those who were able to join us for 
Easter weekend, we pray that this story 
and these pictures bring back fond 
memories. For those who were not able 
to make the trip, we hope that this issue 
of CTV will be a blessing to you. 

And as we see the days getting evil, 
and things the way they are, why, I 
think it’s good that we come together 
and fellowship together. And I just 
long to get with the brethren, and talk 
to them, and so forth--all the different 
churches and--and brotherhood. I love 
that. See? It’s something about it that’s 
real. 62-0117 Presuming

THE RESURRECTION SERVICE 
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Six thousand people joined in worship during the resurrection service. Brother Joseph encouraged the congregation and then handed the service to Brother Branham. What an ending to a wonderful weekend!
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Hundreds waited in line for hours at the Open House to get some very special new 
products. These are now available for purchase on www.branham.org or by phone  
(812-256-1177).

First, we have found eight new messages from Brother Branham. 
The box set of 13 CDs contains sermons titled: Behold, I Stand 
At The Door And Knock (58-0521), Hear Ye Him (58-0301e), Jesus 
Christ The Same Yesterday, Today, And Forever (57-0922M), Hear Ye 
Him (57-0725), I Will Restore Saith The Lord (54-0829), Jesus Christ 
The Same Yesterday, Today, And Forever (54-0813), Brass Serpent  
(53-1121), Demonology (53-1120).

 $20 plus shipping
We also have three new products in commemoration of the 100-year anniversary of Brother 
Branham’s birth. 
100-year commemorative edition Scofield Bible: Not only is this a traditional Bible, but it 
also has a picture of Brother Branham and the Pillar of Fire, Brother Branham’s prayer that 
he wrote in his Bible, a portrait of the Lord Jesus, and many references to doctrinal subjects 
such as the Holy Ghost, modesty, and serpent seed. There are four different covers to choose 
from. The two black covers are genuine leather, and the red and gray covers are made from 
durable polyurethane.  $65 plus shipping

Memorabilia box: The box itself is an exact image 
of Brother Branham’s suitcase that went with him 
around the world. Inside are replicas of personal 
articles including fishing flies, his pocket knife, his 
belt buckle, an actual piece of the wood floor from 
his den, and much more. We limited them to one per 

family during Easter weekend, so we would have some left to offer to those who were not 
able to purchase theirs at the Open House.

 $35 plus shipping
Footsteps Of The Prophet: YF released their most recent children’s 
book during Easter weekend. This beautifully illustrated hardcover book 
tells some of the most significant events in Brother Branham’s life, and 
shows our little ones that there is nothing to fear from the storm.

$12.50 plus shipping

 THOUGHTS
Easter is always a special time of the year for each of us here 
at VGR, as we know we are getting ready to welcome some 
very special guests: the Bride of Jesus Christ. 

What a privilege it is for us to open the doors, shake your 
hands, and to welcome you back home.

This year was a very special Easter for all of us, not only to 
once again thank the Lord for sending His Lamb to die on a 
cross for our sins, then to rise again on Easter morning, but 
to also celebrate the 100th birthday of His prophet that He 
sent to earth to call out His Bride.

While praying one day, the Lord placed it on my heart 
to give back to His children some small tokens from the 

personal life of His prophet, things we have heard him speak about many times on tape. Like 
the time he went flyfishing in New Hampshire with his Royal Coachman fly for brook trout, 
and the little bear cub got into his camp and into his molasses. The mother bear and her 
other cub licked the molasses off the little cub. The story he told us about his Barlow pocket 
knife: if he would have need of it, and believed, even though he left it on his dresser at home, 
it would be in his pocket. I love to hear him tell about the time he went fishing with Bro. 
Welch Evans and the snake bit him. How Bro. Branham prayed for him, and he went right 
on fishing, with no side effects. There are so many other stories that we all love and hold so 
dear to our hearts.

While thinking about getting these things, I knew we would need to make replicas of each 
piece, so they could be as close to the original as possible. But I wanted to give you something 
that was “his.” I knew that I didn’t have enough of Daddy’s clothes to cut up for prayer cloths, 
so what could I give you? That is when the Lord placed on my heart a special gift: the floor 
that was from his den room. 

We have heard many stories of how the Word of the Lord came to him in his den. We can 
only imagine the many times he sat in this room for days, praying, studying, and speaking 
to the Lord. It was in this room that one of the most important events that happened in his 
ministry took place: the opening of the Seven Seals. The Lord came to him each day and 
spoke to him in this room. That’s when I thought how special it would be for you to have a 
piece of this floor. 

I am also so thankful to the Lord that we were able to provide for you the new 100 Year 
Anniversary Special Edition Scofield Bible with the picture of the Pillar of Fire and His 
prophet. What a tribute to His messenger! 

Truly we are a blessed people to be living in this time. 

I love each of you in Christian love, and I am thankful to Him for giving me the honor and 
privilege to be able to serve you, His Bride.

Bro. Joseph
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