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A Blackwater helicopter over Iraq, 2006.
Canadian Omar Khadr will be
tried by a US Military Commission, but it is not clear where the
hearings will take place or if Khadr
will be transferred from Guantanamo Bay. Barry Coburn, Khadr’s
civilian lawyer, called the decision
“devastating and shocking.”
A US Army psychiatrist killed 13
people and wounded at least 30
more at the largest army base in
the country at Fort Hood, Texas.
It is believed that accused Major
Nidal Malik Hasan opened fire
on the base because he did not
want to be deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan.
A NATO airstrike in Afghanistan
killed 20 people, including a dozen
civilians, in Badghis province.
Birth defects have spiked in
Fallujah, Iraq, due to toxic
material left over from heavy
fighting between US and Iraqi
troops, according to an investigation by The Guardian.
Ex-Blackwater employees
admitted that top executives of
the US security company bribed
Iraqi officials with over $1 million.
The bribes were approved by the

company after a September, 2007,
massacre in which Blackwater
employees killed 17 Iraqi citizens
in Nisour Square.
Lt.-Gen. Andrew Leslie, Chief of
Land Staff in the Canadian army,
indicated in an interview that
counter-insurgency would be at
the centre of Canadian military
training over the coming years.
“Counter-insurgency will not form
the cornerstone of our operations,
but it’s right in the centre of our
spectrum of capabilities we’re
going to train for,” he told the
Canadian Press.
A US-backed deal was negotiated in Honduras, only to be
declared “dead” shortly afterward
by President Manuel Zelaya, who
remains trapped in the Brazilian
embassy in Tegucigalpa. Poor
Hondurans suffered from hunger
and a lack of medicine because of
the coup regime.
Delegates at the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation conference
in Singapore backed out of a
pledge to reduce CO2 emissions
by half. The final resolution of the
meeting, the last international
summit before the UN climate

John Rohan [CC 2.0]

summit in Copenhagen, read only,
“We believe that global emissions
will need to peak over the next
few years, and be substantially
reduced by 2050, recognizing that
the timeframe for peaking will be
longer in developing economies.”
Seven hours of combat between
the FARC and the Colombian
army killed nine soldiers in
Corinto, a city in southwest
Colombia. It is reported that 30
members of the FARC were killed
in the fighting.
Flooding killed 184 people in El
Salvador, with another 58 people
reported missing. Over 200 homes
were destroyed, 2,000 people
have been evacuated, and more
than 14,000 people are staying in
shelters.
Thousands of people in Okinawa,
Japan, protested a US marine
base in the region, just before US
President Obama arrived in the
country.
The City of Toronto won the bid
for the 2015 Pan-Am Games. The
announcement means renewed
real estate speculation in the city,
as well as four new Olympic-sized
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swimming pools. “One tiny benefit
of getting the Pan-Am Games, if
we can call it that, is that maybe all
the Toronto mega-sport boosters
will get it out of their system,” and
stop pursuing the Olympics, critic
Helen Lenskyj told the Toronto
Sun.
The RCMP stated that a body
found in New Brunswick earlier
this week is that of missing
teenager Hilary Bonnell, of the
Esgenoopetitj First Nation.
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) staff members circulated
a counter-petition to preempt a
petition against the CFS which
students have been pushing for.
The counter-petition includes a
line that may cancel the right of
endorsers to sign an anti-CFS
petition. According to the people
continued on page 23
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T

his is one of the most
refreshing articles that I have
read in a long time (“Do You
Believe?” by Dominion Editors:
Issue 64, November 18, 2009). As
our government spends billions
of dollars on the Olympics, 200
million children around the world
under the age of five and nearly
one billion globally are starving as
reported by the United Nations
Food Agency.
It is clear to see where the
priorities of the Olympic supporters are, and as the decades pass
it is clear to see that they are not
learning anything from our past
mistakes.
As the famous quote states,
“Society is judged by how we treat
our most vulnerable members.”
How will we be remembered?”
—Catherine Robar, Founding

Corrections:

Ryan Fletcher wrote the article.

Amanda Kistler’s name was spelled
incorrectly in the table of contents in Issue
63 (October/November).

“The Business of Intelligence,” in Issue
64 (Special Report on the Olympics),
incorrectly identified the union that some
Starbucks Workers belong to as International Workers of the World. The correct
name for the union is the Industrial
Workers of the World.

Also in Issue 63, Chris Arsenault was
incorrectly credited in the table of contents
in Issue 63 for “CEO, Afghanistan;”

Director, The Themba Development
Project: http://www.thembaproject.
org

P

lease remember or learn what
the Olympics is actually about
(“Olympic Spirit” by Stewart
Steinhauer: Issue 64, October
27, 2009). History shows that
no matter what was going on in
the world, whether it be wars or
crises, it was all stopped for the
sake of the Olympics. During that
one period every four years, the
spirit of fair play and competition
reigned and with good reason: it
brings the world together. I think
they are paying homage to the
people by using the mascots. It
may be a great lesson for those
who do not understand the area.
—Henry Griffith

Also in Issue 64, the logo on page 36, top
left, is the logo of the Canadian Olympic
Committee, not of Team Canada.
Atos Origin’s losses in 2008/09 amounted
to $388,000,000, not $1,822,000,000 as
mistakenly reported on page 11 in Issue
64 (Special Report on the Olympics).
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“No to the culture of military coups.” Mural, Mar del Plata, Argentina.

Guillermo Roura
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“Western societies appropriate Indigenous cultural phenomena
while almost unthinkingly crushing Indigenous realities,” says stone
carver Stewart Steinhauer. Pictured here, Red Thunder’s Gift.
Stewart Steinhauer

Olympic Spirit

What is genuine Indigenous art?
by Stewart Steinhauer
KUTENAI TERRITORY, TURTLE
ISLAND—The day after my first

child was born, I carved my first
piece of sculpture from a piece of
tree root that caught my attention
as I sat by a fire. I had been a
devout atheist since an early teen
rebellion against forced Christian
indoctrination, but the finished
carving was, in my heart, a spirit
guardian for this incredible fresh
new human being who had come
so profoundly into my life.
Growing up on Cree reserves
and in small Canadian towns in
Cree Territory, I had never seen
anyone, other than the Dene
painter Alex Janvier, making what
Canadians called “art.” On the
prairies, unlike the west coast,
there was no cultural tradition of
carving. Why I suddenly pulled
my pocket knife out and began
carving a tree root is mysterious,

though looking back 36 years
later I can see by the timing that
it obviously had something to do
with the birth of my first child.
The death of my second child
in a car accident, at age three,
shook my atheistic view of the
universe, at least on an emotional/
spiritual level. The action of
carving, now stone instead of
wood, 14 years on, became a space
where my atheistic mind-chatter
faded back into oblivion, while
my body, heart and spirit worked
co-operatively to give physical
form to the anguish I experienced
with that beloved child’s death.
When an Elder came to
me and said he had a message
from my dead child, which he
had received in a sweat lodge
ceremony, I placed a mental
pause on my atheism and started
attending indigenous ceremonies,
a wandering circular journey
around and back to where my

long-ago ancestors had been
driven off their path.
Births and deaths jostled me
along, until I was fully engaged
in my own traditional ceremonial
life, still a devout atheist whenever
the topic turned to Christianity,
but now something else as well,
most vividly revealed in my stone
sculptures. The process of working
with stone still felt like time off for
good behaviour from the ceaseless
chattering of my mind, but now
my life was suddenly full of Elders
and other cultural teachers and
mentors. These folks began to
explain to me what my sculpture
in stone was all about.
They would point out things
in my work which I hadn’t seen
until they did so, but which were
completely obvious. My Elders
could read them as expressions,
literally utterances, of the Rock
Spirit. Also, things like why the
spiritual pipe bowl is made of
stone, and why the pipe stem is
made of wood, were explained.
The role of the stone in ceremony,
particularly the stone’s special
function as spiritual spokesperson
for a stumbling, bumbling, stuttering, inchoate humanity, patiently
working away at getting the
message right, became clear to me.
Twenty years on as a stone
carver, and professionally so,
but with no formal exposure to
western theories of art, I began
to encounter non-indigenous
artists, and hear their opinions
about what they did and why
they did it. As my profession as a
stone carver advanced, I gradually
became aware that most artists,
even indigenous artists, if trained
in a real art school, took personal
responsibility for designing and
constructing their art work.
Thirty-six years on as a stone
carver I see that the I/me/mine
theory of western civilization is
shaky, shaken, while still running
on blindly over its evolutionary
cliff-edge. The lemmings in the
middle of the pack are making
an anxious discussion about
their short-term futures, shouted
exchanges are heard above the
general din of the stampede, and
a few margin-dwelling souls are
bolting off in different directions.
The Rock Spirit uses me like
any one of the tools I use on my

tool trolley, when I roll out into
my studio yard. The Rock Spirit
pounds on me, knocking off little
chips here and there, gradually
shaping my consciousness over
time. The Rock Spirit contrives to
have me leave messages for her/
him, in a geological time-scale
medium, granite; should there
happen to be future human
generations, they can contemplate
what she/he is saying to them.
Indigenius socialism, through
practiced humility, re-directs the I/
me/mine human tendency towards
a mother earth/great mystery
consciousness. I see this phenomenon as the watermark proof
of authenticity of what I’ll risk
calling genuine Indigenous art.
Western societies appropriate
indigenous cultural phenomena
while almost unthinkingly
crushing indigenous realities. A
current example is the adoption
of various indigenous themes
as winter Olympic mascots. By
invoking mistanapew, mosom
maskwa, mosom mikopeheysew
and other indigenous spiritual
beings as plush toy souvenirs
of the 2010 Winter Olympics,
while the entire region where the
Olympics are being held is illegally
occupied by Canada, is mocking
both the notion of law as vigorously promoted by Canadians,
and the spiritual relationship
between indigenous peoples and
the land which Canada claims as
its dominion.
All of this passes below the
level of consciousness for most
Canadians, except, of course, the
folks at The Dominion, of Canada.
Gifted with a white privilege suit on his
birthday, Steinhauer has been slipping
back and forth across the invisible
boundary between Turtle Island and
Canada since 1952, in his lovely birthday
suit. And this is what he saw.

Nidal Elkhairy
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it on pink heart-shaped pages.
Cynical as that might sound, it’s
probably damn effective as such.
—Shane Patrick Murphy

Written on the Sky: Poems
from the Japanese
translated by Kenneth
Rexroth
New Directions: New York,
2009

A

t some point, most Canadian
pre-teens gain a rudimentary
understanding of Japanese poetry.
Unfortunately my exposure to
this tradition has never branched
out from those unrhyming lines
of five, seven, and five syllables I
learned in grade four.
Given this limited exposure,
I was excited to learn something
from this short collection.
However, this is far from an
educational tool. Apart from the
names and genders of the poets,
and the dates they lived, no background information is provided.
But this lack of supplementary
material is only slightly disorienting. When confronted exclusively
with the poems themselves, you
can uncover a lifetime of visceral
images in these succinct verses.
I keep returning to Masaoka
Shiki’s poem, which reads in
its entirety: “Frozen in the ice /
A maple leaf.” Bare and direct,
that maple leaf can spark deep
imaginative involvement. Then
again, it can be just a leaf in
the ice. Stripped of decorative
phrasing and emotional triggers,
each re-reading provides a new
response.
Packaged in a glossy black
and gold jacket with ornate flowers
and butterflies, this collection
seems so much like a romantic gift
that they could have published

This One’s Going to Last
Forever

Joy is So Exhausting
Susan Holbrook
Coach House Books:
Toronto, 2009

O

n writing humour, Dorothy
Parker said, “There must
be courage; there must be no
awe. There must be criticism, for
humour, to my mind, is encapsulated in criticism. There must be a
disciplined eye and a wild mind.”
Susan Holbrook’s Joy is So
Exhausting is a collection to make
Parker proud. Tongue-in-check
tart, Holbrook’s poetry is full to
the brim with truncated aphorisms
(invented) and the juxtaposed
rhetoric of double-entendres:
“Your First Timpani? Take a deep
Brecht and relapse.” Her words
play musical chairs and broken
telephone at the same time.
While I’m less keen on
the Canadiana in-jokes (Green
Party, Conservative Party, Peter
Mansbridge) and other CBC
News refrains, I appreciate that
even these dropped names exist in
a galaxy far from purple.
Speaking of blue, Holbrook’s
sexy lady-love responses to Lorca
move liquidly, acting as a sort of
Psalm and response style poetical
liturgy. And “Poetsmart Training
for Your Poet” is hold-your-sides
hilarious. Show it to your scruffiest
poet and get them in line already.
You’ll read Joy is So Exhausting with a dry pair of eyes; this
writer’s whet her wit sharp.
—Melissa Bull

Narine Holtz
Insomniac Press: Toronto,
2009

I

t’s one thing to look for love
in all the wrong places; it’s
another not to look at all.
Narine Holtz’s style cuts
to the point and embraces our
so-called sexual deviances,
her characters share the same
confidence to love and find love in
the most unexpected places.
Take the sexy amputee who
fulfills the fetishized desires of a
man and wonders at the cosmic
joke of “leaving her homophobic
girlfriend” and finally discovering
pleasure where she’d only known
pain. The phantoms of her past
disappear as “her cunt caramelized
like sugar sweating in a hot pan.”
One of This One’s best lines
is delivered by a middle-aged gay
man who performs drive-through
weddings dressed as Elvis. The
words he speaks about his fag hag,
Tracy, and the reasons he’s drawn
to her eccentric drama, are among
the most tender of this collection.
While the writing is not
overtly sexy, Holtz delivers
enough intimacy and eroticism
to tease but not quite satisfy. This
suspended gratification almost has
me begging Holtz for a collection
of erotic stories that fulfils the
fill-in-the-blank anticipation of
This One.
This collection of short
stories is anchored by the central

5

chapters, telling the story of Clara
and her emerging politicization. If
you weren’t a small-town Alberta
lesbian coming out in Montreal
in 1989, Holtz takes you there:
“Even the meaning of the words
the other students used—words
like ‘colonialization,’ ‘hegemony,’
and ‘deconstruction’—weren’t clear
to her.”
The greatest source of
internal conflict for Clara is
her sexuality, and despite her
experience with men, she’d rarely
known the pleasure of intimacy
and love. Say hello to Gabby, who
makes Clara blush when she says,
“Feminism is the theory, lesbianism is the practice.”
However, Gabby’s loyalty
is to women, not to one woman.
Here Holtz, who was awarded the
Alice B. Award for debut lesbian
fiction for her previous novel,
channels Nietzsche: “In the end,
one loves one’s desire and not what
is desired.”
Clara’s sexual soul-searching
may not have been written for
comic effect, but her insecurities
and coming-of-age epiphanies
rarely failed to crack me up. On
one hand, her voice is prescient,
endearing and sweetly pathetic.
On the other, it’s self-absorbed
and tedious. Her doubts also flit
through the minds of many queer
women; she’s not alone and she’s
not original. Once between the
sheets with her lover, her mind is
finally put at ease.
—Megan Stewart
Melissa Bull works in Montreal as a
writer, editor, and translator. Her first
collection of short fiction, Eating Out,
was published by WithWords in 2009.
Megan Stewart is an independent
journalist in Vancouver, where she is
completing her graduate degree at the
University of British Columbia.
Shane Patrick Murphy is the former
executive editor of the McGill Law
Journal. He is slowly getting around to
writing his first novel, Still I Dream of
Grandeur.
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Site 41 resistance seeks revocation of environmental permit

No dump will be built on Site 41 this year, but County Council will not restore the Site, and has left a
Dan Kellar
door open to its future development.
by Dan Kellar
WATERLOO, ON—The “People’s

Fire” has been allowed to burn to
ashes at the 150-day-old protest
camp on 2nd Concession Road in
Simcoe County, across from the
proposed Site 41 landfill development 45 kilometres east of Blue
Mountain, Ontario.
Site 41 sits on top of the
Alliston aquifer, which contains
some of the world’s purest groundwater and is connected with water
sources across Southern Ontario,
including Georgian Bay and the
Oak Ridges Moraine.
For the protesters, many
small victories have been achieved;
still, this community demonstrates
vigilance in its efforts to ensure
a landfill is never built on the
property.
September 22, 2009, will
remain lodged in the memories of
everyone involved in the Site 41
struggle as the day Simcoe County
Council voted 26-3 in favour of
cancelling the proposed garbage
dump project.
However, those who
remained encamped until October
20 (when they decided to shut
down the protest camp for prewinter agricultural preparations)
note that while the current project
has been called off, Council voted

22-7 against a motion to have
the Ministry of the Environment’s Certificate of Approval
(CofA) rescinded. The defeat of
this second motion raises doubts
about Council’s sincerity in their
disapproval of the controversial
dump project.
A communiqué from those
who kept vigil at the site after
the Sacred Fire was allowed to
burn down in September was
printed in a recent edition of the
Tekawennake News. It declared:
“The struggle has been so long, so
hard and the most current victory
so tangible, so close, that it seems
unforgivable to cast any doubt on
the enthusiasm so freely offered by
the media and politicians.”
The letter continues, “First
and most pressing, the CofA is
still in effect and its power cannot
be underestimated... This is a very
real danger.”
Rejecting the current CofA
would force any newly proposed
developments to undertake a new
environmental impact assessment
process. This was a process which,
for this contested garbage dump
development, took more than 20
years to complete, and was loaded
with well-documented political
pressure. By not annulling the
CofA, Council leaves open the
possibility for future develop-

ment of the site—either for the
County or a private developer who
purchases the land.
Those writing from the
People’s Fire insist they will
continue to protest, as their communiqué states, “Until such a time
as the Certificate of Approval is
revoked for good.”
They acknowledge that,
in the face of massive public
relations spending by the County,
they “need more than ever to
maintain a strong presence and
not to suddenly fade away in the
face of our first victories.” They
warn that “there is a very real
danger of privatization...” and
that without unrelenting pressure,
another 30-year-long battle
against development could take
place, “This time at the hands of a
faceless, multinational corporation
instead of a local, elected County
Council.”
Council has budgeted
$250,000 for public relations
consultations in an effort at
“cleansing the fallout of the Site
41 debacle,” wrote Travis Mealing
of the Midland Mirror.
While the debate around the
PR costs continues, County Environmental Services Director, Rob
McCullogh, insists that restoring
the land that was disrupted due to
construction of garbage-holding

cells would be too expensive. The
high-end estimate for recovery at
the site is $368,000.
Refusing restoration means
damage which occurred, according
to the Council of Canadians, when
cell construction commenced
in violation of County Council
approval processes, will not be
reversed.
County Warden, Tony
Guergis, maintains that the
County no longer seeks to build
a landfill on the site. However,
Guergis’ sincerity is also being
called into question; soon after
he was elected, Guergis changed
his stark opposition to the dump
to a position of strong support.
Meanwhile, County CAO Mark
Aitken recently asked, in reference
to removing the infrastructure that
was built to support a dump site,
“Why would [the County] remove
all those things when you’re not
sure if they have a use in the
future?”
While the protest camp itself
is no longer active, the campaigns
for ecological and social justice
continue. The “Restore and
Revoke” campaign is working
toward having the CofA cancelled
and ensuring that the land is
restored to a state which is as near
its pre-disruption state as possible.
A campaign is also underway to
have the mischief and intimidation charges dropped for the 17
protesters arrested at Site 41.
Only Indigenous protesters were
charged with intimidation.
United by the responsibility of local environmental and
community protection, and by the
direct actions they took to protect
the land and the water from the
project that the Senior Advisor on
Water to the President of the UN
General Assembly, Maude Barlow,
calls “ill conceived,” the Site 41
resistance vows to persevere until
the permanent restoration and
protection of this precious land is
achieved.
Dan Kellar is a geography PhD student
in Waterloo and an analytical banner
painter with AW@L.
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New midwifery legislation causing some women to delay pregnancy in NS
by Erin Hemmens
HALIFAX—In March of this

year, Nova Scotia became the
first Atlantic province to legislate
and regulate the profession of
midwifery. While this move was
celebrated by many as a step
forward for women and families,
activists with close ties to the
midwifery movement feel their
work is far from complete.
“All birthing women need
a choice of where they birth and
who their caregiver is—I think
good midwife and family-led
legislation could provide that,”
remarks Halifax doula Lindsay
Miller. “Yet here we are so tangled
up in bureaucracy and old school
policy that the potential benefits
of legislation are not being seen by
the people it is meant to serve.”
For many women in Nova
Scotia, access to care based on the
Canadian midwifery model—a
model based on tenets of continuity of care and choice of birth
place—has actually become more
difficult since the introduction of
legislation, rather than less.
Early in 2008, three District
Health Authorities—the IWK
Health Centre, Guysborough/
Antigonish/Strait (GASHA) and
the south shore—were chosen
as model sites where midwifery
services would be integrated into
the existing health system, and one
or more midwives were hired to
work in each.
As promising as this
milestone seemed, it was quickly
overshadowed by some glaring
flaws in the process of midwifery
integration that left many women
questioning whether the province
is any further ahead in terms of
maternity care.
At the IWK model site,
homebirth, or rather its lack of
availability, has garnered most of
the attention.
Under the care of a midwife
in the Canadian model of
midwifery, women are allowed to
choose the birthplace based on the
principles of informed consent.
Women choose to give birth at

home for a variety of reasons,
including the comfort of being
in familiar surroundings, fewer
pressures to proceed at a predetermined pace and having family
members—including children—
present and involved.
Having a maternity care
provider who respects this choice
and offers this service is a high
priority for Marlo Shinyei, a
mother living within HRM. She
states that the lack of availability
of homebirth, coupled with a
number of other issues with the
IWK program, is affecting her and
her partner’s decision to have more
children in the near future. “The
hospital—a great big institution with a lot of policies and
power—is not the place for me to
be. I was utterly disempowered by
my previous experience; it left me
feeling violated and ashamed. Two
years later I continue to grieve
over that experience. And that is
why I would rather raise an only
child than have a baby without a
midwife.”
Kelley Morrisey of the
IWK speaks to the delay in the
approval of the homebirth policy,
stating that “it is imperative that
proper policies and procedures
are developed to ensure the safety
and well-being of our patients and
families.”
Christine Saulnier, co-chair
of the Midwifery Coalition of
Nova Scotia (MCNS), points
out, though, that the safety of
homebirth has been proven in
numerous research contexts: as
recently as late August, a largescale research project out of the
University of British Columbia
found homebirth with a regulated
midwife to be as safe as a hospital
birth.
In Guysborough/Antigonish/
Straight District Health Authority
women are facing an entirely
different set of challenges. The
one midwife that has been hired
by GASHA is currently working
in a shared care model, meaning
that she shares her professional
responsibilities with other health
care professionals on a rotational

The lack of availability of homebirth in HRM has caused Marlo
Shinyei and her partner to delay having a second child. Marlo says
she felt “utterly disempowered” after the hosptial birth of her first
Erin Hemmens
child (pictured here).
basis. For pregnant women, this
means that they won’t know who
will be attending them in labour
as that will be based solely on who
is on shift. For those who know
midwifery, they know that this
model of care is not it.
According to the midwifery
model, a woman under the care
of a midwife will have developed
a trusting relationship with her
based on a mutual understanding
of the birthing woman’s wishes.
In a health system characterized
by minimal interaction between
patients and primary caregivers,
high rates of medical intervention
and little knowledge of normal
physiological birth, the midwifery
model offers and delivers
something unique and empower-

ing to expectant mothers.
Outside of the three
midwifery model sites many
women and families are facing
perhaps an even more painful
situation as they deal with the
total loss of midwifery services in
their communities. Without the
financial backing of the Department of Health, those DHAs
that were not chosen as model
sites are unable to hire midwives.
Technically, midwives are allowed
to register privately; however, the
costs of malpractice insurance
and the burden of individually
negotiating hospital privileges
make the option of private practice
unrealistic. Remaining in the
old system, in which midwives
continued on page 19
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Mapping queer liberation in rural Nova Scotia
by David Parker

“It’s important not
to paint all small
town places as
homophobic...Much
of the academic
literature traces gay
and lesbian liberation
back to the cities. If
you presuppose that all
queer people come out
in the city, you leave
out so many.”
HALIFAX—It all started with a

bike trip. During a long distance
cycle from Halifax to Pictou
County in July, 2008, Sonia
Edworthy and Lynne Hood discovered what they called “Queer
Paradise” in rural Nova Scotia.
The Mermaid and the Cow
campground is situated among
beautiful rolling hills, red dirt
roads, forests and farmland. It is
a place dedicated to providing a
safe and fun camping experience
for members of the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer
(LGBTQ) communities and their
queer-positive friends.
“I have lived on this farm
for 31 years; it’s a beautiful place,
and it was time to share it,” says
Jane Morrigan, lesbian, owner
of the campground and former
dairy farmer, of her decision to
open the campground eight years
ago. Morrigan loves to explain
her connection to the land and
the farm: “It’s been an intensely
powerful force, giving inspiration,
hope, sustenance and comfort.
Being so close to nature, so close
to the beauty of the universe,
virtually on my doorstep, has made
the difference between getting
through things and not getting
through things.”
Edworthy and Hood, along
with their friend Kelly Baker, who
was writing her master’s thesis
on the experience of rural queer
in Nova Scotia, returned to the
campground a few months later.

Participants of Camp Out in Pictou County, Nova Scotia, shared stories of LGBTQ activism in the
Sonia Edworthy
Maritimes.
In the midst of a snowstorm, they
planned a summer event that
would embrace the spirit of camp
and camping, of coming out and
being out.
“I think part of our motivation to organize Camp Out was
to create a space outside of the
more typically sanctioned spaces
for queer people to get together,”
says Edworthy. “To create a space
that was real and open and safe for
people.”
“Having experienced a lot of
homophobia while growing up,
and continuing to face it at my
workplace, I wanted to be able to
talk about how homophobia and
oppression hasn’t stopped,” says
Hood, of her reasons for organizing the event. “The pieces that are
celebrated are there, like freedom,
diversity and equality, but there’s
still so much work to be done.”
Camp Out took place
on a weekend in July 2009 to
celebrate LGBTQ activism in the
Maritimes. The event sought to
connect and exchange, face-toface, with rural and urban, older
and younger queers; to hear the
stories of how it used to be—and
how it is; to get a sense of history
in rural and urban contexts, and to

link the past and present together
in the ongoing struggle for human
rights.
The Mermaid and the Cow
was not the only inspiration for
organizing the weekend. The organizers agree that Baker’s master’s
thesis was a prominent inspiration
for having the gathering. Baker
had recently finished her thesis,
and presented her findings at
Camp Out.
Baker came out to her
community at age 17, in grade 12
high school. She hails from Port
Medway, a rural Nova Scotian
community on the South Shore,
population 200.
“It’s important not to
paint all small town places as
homophobic, as the history books
do,” says Baker over a coffee in
Halifax’s North End. “Much of
the academic literature traces gay
and lesbian liberation back to the
cities. If you presuppose that all
queer people come out in the city,
you leave out so many.”
Baker found the academic
literature on the subject of coming
out in rural areas was mapped
onto migration from rural to
urban spaces. She discovered a gap
in the theory that failed to explain

those who didn’t move to the
city, and those with strong ties to
home. People felt more acceptance
in small towns than the literature
portrayed.
In her thesis work, she
interviewed 14 people who had
either always lived in rural Nova
Scotia, or were born and raised
in rural Nova Scotia, moved to
the city, then moved back to rural
Nova Scotia, with some participants originating from outside the
province.
“For many who went to
the cities in the ‘80s, they felt
alienated. Although the presence
of other queers was satisfying, they
didn’t feel the sense of community
they were looking for.”
Baker’s experience is the
same: her family had lived in
Port Medway for six generations.
They were so established in the
community that when she came
out, she was generally accepted.
Now Baker lives in Halifax’s
North End, but she still visits
the small fishing town, with it’s
wooden fishing boats, lighthouses,
and clapboard housing.
One similarity she found
continued on page 10
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Who pays for food security in Nova Scotia?
by Kayleigh MacSwain
HALIFAX—Lori Stahlbrand is the

founder of Local Food Plus, an
NGO that runs a local and sustainable food certification process
in order to support regional food
economies. “[The price of food is]
below the cost of production and
it means that farmers cannot make
a living.”
At the same time farmers are
struggling to make a living, some
people in Nova Scotia are unable
to afford the local, organic food
that they grow.
Cathy Johnson, a wife and
mother who supports her family
on income assistance, recognizes
this tension clearly. “We [live]
under the poverty line. And I
know that the farmers do too.”
It’s a conundrum many
concerned with food security in
Nova Scotia grapple with: How
do we create a sustainable, healthy
regional food system for everyone?
Despite the surge of interest
in local food, farms and farmers
are disappearing across the
country. Young farm operators are
dwindling. Only seven per cent of
farmers are below the age of 35,
according to Statistics Canada,
while 45 per cent of farmers are
above the age of 55. Furthermore,
every year since 1991, the average
age of farmers has increased by
one.
An over reliance on food
imports in Nova Scotia is cited as
one major problem. Markets are
flooded with cheaper alternatives
that force local prices below a
level that would allow the farmer
a living wage. As a result, says
Stahlbrand, “We have more
farmers leaving or selling their
land to developers.”
This trend is having a
profound effect on the local
food system, which relies on the
diversity and plurality of local
farms to be strong and resilient,
notes David Greenberg, a farmer
and educator, who warns, “We
have an unstable, insecure industrial food model right now that
just cannot handle the challenges

A box of local, organic vegetables grown as part of a Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) project. How do we make local,
Hillary Lindsay
organic food available and affordable to everyone?
coming up...The only way to have
food security long term in the
province is to have lots of viable
farms.”
Strahlbrand argues the future
of food security in Nova Scotia
will rely on a shift in how we value
food and how much we are willing
to pay for it.
“In Canada we pay the lowest
for our food of any country in
the world,” she says. “In Canada
and the United States people on
average spend about 10 per cent of
their income on food. And if you
look at Western Europe, Japan, or
the UK, you’ll find that people are
spending anywhere from 25-30
per cent of their income on food,
depending on the country you
look at.”
Greenberg believes if higher
importance is placed on food and

farming, people would pay above
market value for the food that they
eat today as a way of investing in a
healthy food system for tomorrow.
“You’re investing in your own food
future and the future of that farm,”
he says.
But what about those who
can barely afford to eat at all?
Johnson lives on income
assistance in Halifax. She and her
husband receive $597 per month,
which gives them $1194 to cover
their basic needs. After paying
for rent, utilities, transportation
and other costs, she is left with
approximately $160 per month to
spend on food. She relies on the
Parker Street Food Bank to fill the
gaps.
“When you can’t buy the
things that you want to be able to
eat it affects you tremendously,”

she says. “We know that because
we can’t afford the food, we’re not
getting the best that we can eat.
So we worry about our health and
our finances... It’s very hard to
make ends meet... It’s all stress.”
Johnson relies on processed and
frozen foods to fill out their meals.
She has learned to be savvy to find
meat or dairy on special so she can
fit them into her budget.
Johnson’s health suffers
from the holes in her diet. “The
hardest thing is with fruits and
vegetables. We can’t afford to buy
enough of them. Because we have
liver problems [ Johnson and her
husband are on disability] it would
help our immunity if we were
able to eat more fresh fruits and
vegetables. We wouldn’t get colds
and everything so much—like
I have today—if we got more
vitamins.”
Although she can’t afford
local and organic foods, Johnson
understands their benefits. “I’m
educated enough to know that’s
the best you can eat... A lot of
people would like to be eating
organic but it’s more expensive
than the regular fruits and
vegetables. If I had my way I
would rather eat organic fruits and
vegetables...and keep our money
in a local area, than eat things that
come from California.”
To deal with these shortcomings, Johnson would like to see
the income assistance program
reformed to be more accessible
and supportive. She argues the
program “could better assess
people, have better communication
between client and worker to really
get to know the client’s [needs].
Work together towards keeping
a person healthy.” She would also
like to see the community services
system support programs aimed
at those on income assistance that
allow them to supplement their
incomes.
While reforming income
assistance is important, growing
attention is being paid to
alternative food economies and
continued on next page
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“Farmers,” from previous page »
community supported agriculture.
Jill Ratcliffe, an urban farmer and
food politics activist argues, “We
need to consider people on income
assistance... but not as much by
working towards reform as by
building equality in our systems.”
Ratcliffe gives the example
of the Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) model. CSAs
usually consist of a network of
individuals or families who sign
up and buy shares in a farm’s
harvest before the season begins.
CSAs are good for farms because
they give farmers an added level
of support and allow them to set
realistic prices for food (prices
they can’t reach through market
farming or wholesale). Within the
CSA model, the consumers and
producers share in the risks and
benefits of the natural farming
season. Farmers are covered in
cases of crop failures and are left in
a more secure position to support
themselves and their families.
Further, insecurity in agriculture
can often lead to a reliance on
potentially harmful farming
practices as a form of risk management. The security of CSAs offers
a balance to this risk.
Ratcliffe, an advocate of the
CSA model, argues it can work to

create crucial connections between
communities and farmers. “In
terms of food we need to move
away from dependent relationships—like with large corporate
grocers—or any kind of mediating
body that has control over our
supply of food. [We need to be]
breaking down those dependent
relationships—constructing
something that is connected and
interconnected.” She states that
marginalized communities can be
included in the CSA model in a
manner that the current system
doesn’t allow. “The CSA [could]
work whereby people would pay
different amounts, in an equitable
distribution process. There [could]
be a subsidized CSA process
where people would get food
based on their income.”
SunRoot Farm, located in
East Hants, Nova Scotia, has run
a subsidized CSA program for the
past 10 years. Initially the farm
partnered with the Department
of Community Services, which
provided the funds needed, but
these funds became increasingly
difficult to obtain. In response,
SunRoot established a non-profit
organization. Steve Law, a farmer
at SunRoot, says this was always
the model they wanted to use.

“When it came time to start we
weren’t interested in just providing
to whomever could pay. We all had
a strong sense of social justice and
environmental stewardship. We
weren’t just acting as a commercial
farm but looking at creating a
community development project.”
While Law advocates for
the subsidized CSA model based
on its benefits for farmers and
marginalized communities, he
acknowledges its limitations.
“With the current economic
model it’s not exactly a lucrative
endeavour [to run a CSA]. You
don’t see a lot of CSAs last. We
need people to cover the true costs,
but this is a system that we don’t
have in place yet. Until we use
a true cost model it will always
be difficult to run programs like
CSAs.”
In order to support farmers,
Law calls for a system that
appropriately values their unique
public contribution. “A more
radical solution is to make farmers
public servants like teachers and
nurses. As public servants they
would receive benefits through the
province.”
Law feels that, ultimately,
the de-comodification of food is
necessary to achieve food security

in Nova Scotia. “Making food
free is really what we need to
do—take the food system out
of the commodity market. Until
then everything that we do is just
band-aid solutions. There will
always be hunger in the province
until we take that drastic step and
decide that everyone should have
access to nutritious, local, organic
food...We need to take responsibility for our food and the health
of our communities.”
While CSAs can help bridge
the disconnect between communities and farmers, they alone
will not and cannot address all
the food security issues in NS.
There are a lot of people to feed.
But there are people working on
solutions.
According to Stahlbrand one
thing is clear: “We have to find
ways to solve the problem that are
not on the backs of farmers.”

has always existed, Morrigan
thinks the turning point for queer
organizing in Nova Scotia was
1994— over the incident known
as Skokewall.
In 1994, Roseanne Skoke,
a homophobic Liberal MP
representing Pictou County, stood
up in Parliament and denounced
homosexuals, declaring that
natural law should deal with all
deviants. It was the 25th anniversary of the Stonewall riots in New
York City, largely credited as the
first moment in American history
when the homosexual community
fought back against state policy
that discriminated based on sexual
orientation. Morrigan and her
partner had just returned from
the Gay Games in New York.
They had a sense of being part
of an unstoppable force that was
going to win, even in Nova Scotia.

They began to organize, protest,
demanding Skoke’s resignation,
leading to a rally in New Glasgow,
across the street from her office,
with over 100 people in attendance.
Garnering national attention,
it got the movement rolling. A
group in Pictou formed, called the
Homosexualist Agenda. Skoke
had said, “These people have an
agenda,” so they turned the phrase
on its head: their agenda was for
freedom, equality, and pride.
In the spring of 2008, Pictou
County witnessed a resurgence
of queer mobilization when local
municipalities voted to prevent
the flying of rainbow flags on
municipal flagpoles. Rallies were
held in Pictou and Truro, where
over 100 queer people and their
allies gathered. This is where
Morrigan first met Kelly Baker.

“In 2008, when Truro banned
the flying of the rainbow flag,
it was a reminder that there are
rural queer communities, and that
local non-queer residents are also
motivated for justice,” says Baker.
Older participants of Camp
Out felt encouraged by meeting
younger queer activists. Robin
Metcalfe, former member of the
Gay Alliance for Equality, active
in gay rights struggle in the 1970’s
in Halifax, agreed. “For me, I saw
that there is a new wave of queer
activism.”

Kayleigh MacSwain is a freelance
writer and a member of the Food Action
Committee at the Ecology Action Centre
in Halifax.
This article was produced by the Halifax
Media Co-op.

“Queer Country,” from page 8 »
among her subjects, predominantly women, was that Pictou
was “a drawing card” for queer
women. Twenty-five years ago,
they had weekend campovers of
mainly lesbian women, including
workshops, communal meals,
music and informal gatherings.
The rural and the urban were not
so separate, as lesbian conferences
in the city drew rural dwellers, and
vice versa.
“These camping get-togethers
probably looked a lot like Camp
Out,” says Baker.
The theme of Camp Out,
announced on the hand-drawn
posters that were pasted around
Halifax in the summer, read:
“Exploring LGBTQ activism
in the Maritimes PAST and
PRESENT.”
Although she recognizes that
queer activism in Nova Scotia

David Parker is a freelance journalist
and queer activist based in Halifax, Nova
Scotia, and a member of the Halifax
Media Co-op. He was born and raised in
southern Ontario.
This article was produced by the Halifax
Media Co-op.
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Co-operatives less likely to break in economic crises
by Amanda Wilson
OTTAWA—Mondragon Interna-

cional (MCC), the world’s largest
worker co-operative, has been the
focus of a lot of media coverage in
recent months, inciting discussion
on how worker co-operatives have
been affected by, and are responding to, the global economic crisis.
On October 27, 2009, the
United Steelworkers announced
a framework agreement with
Mondragon to develop unionized
worker co-operatives in the
manufacturing sector in the US.
Under the agreement, both parties
have pledged to develop a model
that combines the collective
bargaining system with the “one
worker, one vote” hallmark of
co-operatives. While it will not be
the first time worker co-operatives
have looked to unionization, the
scale and formal partnership of the
Mondragon-Steelworkers proposal
is without precedent and could
signal a way for co-operatives and
unions to work collaboratively in
weathering economic storms.
Perhaps even more surprising,
The Economist recently published
an article on how Mondragon is
coping with the current economic
crisis. According to the article, cooperatives can react more quickly
to such a crisis because workers
decide themselves to cut wages

or take unpaid leave, avoiding the
delays of formal negotiations with
labour unions.
Mondragon is the world’s
largest worker co-operative,
located in the Basque region of
Spain. Started in 1956 by five
workers, and inspired by the work
of local priest Don José María
Arizmendiarrieta, it has grown
into a complex of over a hundred
worker co-operatives, a co-operative bank, and housing and social
co-operatives. It now employs
approximately 34,000 people and
is one of the largest producers of
domestic appliances, machine tools
and automotive parts in Spain.
However, Mondragon is not
your average worker co-operative,
and not everyone thinks that it is
a great model to look to. While
many people on the left assert
that the prospering Mondragon is
an example of how co-operatives
present an alternative business
model that puts its workers above
profits (it is referred to as an
“empire of egalitarianism” in a
September, 2009 article by Kelly
and Massena in Yes Magazine),
there is also growing criticism that
Mondragon is straying from its
co-operative principles by centralizing decision-making, developing
partnerships with capitalist firms
and hiring more non-member
workers.

So, beyond the mammoth
Mondragon, how are smaller, less
powerful worker co-operatives
weathering the economic crisis?
The International Organization of Industrial, Artisanal and
Service Producers’ Co-operatives
(CICOPA) reported that cooperatives have been more resilient
in the face of the economic crisis
than other business models. Based
on a survey it conducted of its
members, CICOPA found that
while co-operatives have experienced a downturn in production
and sales, they have experienced
almost no job losses, focusing
instead on adaptation measures
such as a reduction in hours or
wages.
CICOPA attributes this resilience to the combination of flexibility and security of the worker
co-operative model. Participating
in decisions about the future of
their workplace, workers—who are
also owners—collectively decide
what they are willing to sacrifice
for the long-term viability of the
business, and ensure that this is
achieved equitably. By contrast, in
traditional capitalist businesses,
managers and owners may simply
inform workers of a decision to
cut wages or hours, lay off staff
or force labour concessions to
save profits, leaving workers
outside the decision-making but

front and center in the effects of
re-structuring.
The fundamental goal of cooperatives is to provide employment for members, as opposed to
other business models, which seek
profits or return on investments
above all.
Three worker co-operatives in
Ottawa and Kingston have come
up with creative ways to make
ends meet. Though they were not
easily made, these choices have
kept their co-operatives alive and,
in some cases, made them stronger.

A

recent addition to Ottawa’s
Centertown neighborhood,
the Umi Cafe is a co-operativelyrun coffee shop, selling light meals
and drinks, as well as hosting
music and political events in the
evenings.
Sergio Guerra, one of the
directors of Umi, says the shop was
hit hardest by the recession about
a year ago when the Ottawa bus
drivers strike made the economic
situation all the more difficult,
grinding the entire downtown
to a halt. Without public transit,
Umi saw fewer people coming
through its door. During the worst
of it—late fall and winter of last
year—the worker-members faced
the choice of either shutting down
the business or not getting paid.
Guerra says Umi didn’t loose a
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single worker; everyone stayed,
even with low wages, because they
were committed to the co-operative and their investment.
They also drew on the
neighbourhood and called a
meeting where they presented the
coffee shop’s financial situation as
well as what they needed to stay
afloat. The community responded,
raising the necessary funds to
keep Umi alive, a testament to the
solidarity built between the cafe
and the neighborhood. For its
part, Umi has increased the variety
of its products to entice passersby
into the cafe.

fair trade chocolate and sugar
products. La Siembra has twice
been awarded the Worldwide
Democratic Workplace Award by
WorldBlu, a not-for-profit social
enterprise offering programs,
services and awards for democratic
workplaces. Cailtin Peeling, the
co-operative’s Marketing Communications Manager, reports that
while La Siembra has been facing
some challenging times, they’ve
been able to use the challenges
as an opportunity to explore
new products and re-affirm their
commitment to supporting their
production partners in the South.

Co-operatives have been able to use the
economic situation to deepen commitment
to their values, not dilute them.
According to Guerra, the
co-operative model—with its
commitment to outreach and
solidarity—was invaluable
during the difficult economic
times. Without support from the
neighbourhood the cafe’s survival
was uncertain.
They also consulted other
co-operatives and received advice
and support that might be unlikely
from traditional competitive
businesses. “Without that help and
solidarity we wouldn’t have been
able to do it; in other businesses
it’s all about competition,” says
Guerra.
Also, as a co-op, it is in Umi’s
interest to educate and empower
its members; in return, members
are committed to the survival of
the business. The co-operative
model helps ensure the perspectives of members are incorporated
into the very direction the co-op
takes.
Sergio says they’ve come a
long way in a year: “We’ve proven
that we can exist and we can
grow.”
He finds humour in their difficulties, saying sometimes it feels
like they are on the set of a sitcom:
“We’re in season two, and it’s
been very entertaining, not only
thinking about the bottom line.”

L

a Siembra Co-operative,
another worker co-op, manufactures and distributes organic

La Siembra was facing
declining sales and stalled growth
and was hit hard by the fluctuating US exchange rate. The co-op
reacted by focusing its energy
on areas where it was still seeing
strong sales: baking products. La
Siembra found that people still
wanted to support organic fair
trade products, but were doing so
in a more affordable way.
That focus led several of
their producer co-op partners to
increase manufacturing capacity,
allowing them to sell a higher
value-added product instead of the
raw materials. A producer co-op in
Peru now manufactures chocolate
chips to send to La Siembra, as
opposed to the raw cocoa powder,
allowing more of the revenue
to stay with the producer in
Peru. During the most difficult
period, many of the workers at
La Siembra took a voluntary
reduction in hours.
Peeling says La Siembra
has been able to use the tough
economic situation to deepen its
commitment to its values, not
dilute them, by connecting with
producer co-operative partners
in new ways, and supporting
the increased capacity of these
co-ops to manufacture their own
products. She says, “It’s been a
tough time but we’ve been really
motivated for a longer–term
vision.”

T

he Sleepless Goat, a
worker co-operative cafe in
downtown Kingston, has gone
through a difficult year. While it
hasn’t seen a reduction in overall
sales, rising food costs and a realization that some menu items were
in fact losing money, the Goat had
to increase prices. Dave Burling, a
worker-owner, says that while the
cafe wants to keep menu prices
accessible, without the increase the
Goat likely would have gone out
of business.
It has also been forced to
make modest reductions in the
number of staff working particular
shifts, and has canceled its contract
with overnight cleaners.
A sole owner of a business
may decide it is in her interest
to close up shop; however, the
workers at the Sleepless Goat were
committed to keeping their doors
open, acting in their own collective
self-interest to keep themselves
employed. “Frankly, if the Goat
had been a capitalist business it
probably would have closed six
months ago,” says Burling.
While difficult, the plan
seems to have paid off: the Goat
has recovered from the economic
shock of last year. The cafe foresees
some hurdles, including planned
street closures due to construction, and the upcoming increase
in minimum wage. Nevertheless,
Burling is optimistic, saying experience has shown the co-operative
model can adapt to change.
Worker co-operatives, like
any businesses, are not immune
to crises in the economy. They do
seem to be surviving better than
other business models, however.
While every worker co-operative
is different, the structure provides
more freedom and control to
adapt to a changing economic
environment. What a co-operative
does with that flexibility depends
on its values and commitments
and the strength of its community.
At the very least, the co-operative
structure gives workers choices in
how to address the challenges they
face, allowing them to take their
fate into their own hands.
Amanda Wilson lives in Ottawa. She
is interested in questions of alternative
organizations of work and non-capitalist
production and exchange models. She has
an MA in Labour Studies.
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Media Pie
Argentina’s
bold new law
and the future
of the press
by Samara Chadwick

BUENOS AIRES—In 1867,

as Canada became itself,
every town big enough to
have one newspaper had two.
Why? When our constitution
was fresh and new, the notion
of democracy demanded people
be informed. And, informed, the
people demanded partisanship.
Toronto, for example, had the
liberal-backed Globe and the
conservative Mail, each directly
funded by their respective parties.
The political ties were clear, and
each paper kept its alter ego in
check.
With the rise of advertising at the turn of the century,
and the ties between the press
and the government waned, the
responsibility of many newspapers
drifted away from the citizens en
mass to land in the padded laps
of the citizen elite. The private
media empires were born, and the
invisible hand of the market has
fed a few enough to grow them
into giants. Meanwhile, this year
alone our government’s starvation
tactics have lost the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation 800
jobs and a string of programs.
Yet, just as last century saw
its rise, this century is witnessing
the fall of advertising. Canwest’s
publishing revenues dropped 19
per cent in one year; its staff lost
560 jobs; and Izzy Asper’s empire
teeters on the edge of bankruptcy.
NewsCorp CEO Rupert Murdoch
announced in November that his
model is failing, while experts

predict that in the
next two years, 85 per
cent of newspapers will cease to
exist.
The model we know is
collapsing. And although both are
certainly kicking, the public press
is too enfeebled and the private is
too panicked to propose a viable
alternative.
So how about an old-time
duel, the kind Canadians used to
demand from their local papers?
In Argentina the battle between
public and private has been raging
around a radical new law that
redistributes broadcast licences
into three equal parts: private,
public, and NGO.
As this law comes into force,
the Argentinian example serves
as a case study of how fascinating
things can get when press, politics

and power take off
their masks—and fight.

A Newspaper
This September, Argentinian
president Cristina Fernandez
de Kirchner hauled a media
bill through Congress and the
Senate in record time: in October
it was signed and became law.
The Audiovisual Communication Service Law (LSCA, by its
Spanish initials) certainly appears
to be popular if you ask the crowds
of people marching to mark its
victory in the streets of Buenos
Aires: “Our current law was passed
in 1980 by the dictatorship—it
had no place in today’s
democracy!” insists an elegant
young woman.“ Only commercial
interests have been able to publish

Image, above: Argentinian President Cristina Kirchner has
redivided the country’s media pie, but many wonder if she has cut
herself too big a slice.
Samara Chadwick

or broadcast under the old
law,” says an elderly man
with a soft face.
This was October 10
at 2am: the moment the
Senate passed the LSCA 44
votes to 24. Half an hour later,
Argentina’s biggest newspaper,
El Diario Clarin, responded on
its website, claiming, in bold
font, that “many [members of the
crowd] conceded that they didn’t
know what they were supporting
or what had happened, and that
they had been paid.” The others,
the article claimed, “repeated by
memory the slogans the government has launched against Clarin.”
It was with this exasperated article
that Clarin, Argentina’s largest
media conglomerate, conceded its
defeat.
The media group had fought
with claws and teeth for months,
throwing all its weight and hate
across the countries’ airwaves and
front pages. Pick up any copy of
Clarin from 2009, and you will be
stunned: the newspaper, its vicious
headlines and vile adjectives, bold
fonts and awful photographs, had
become a war cry.
It turns out the now-ousted
dictatorship-era law had one
principle beneficiary: Clarin. The
newspaper reported the 1976
military coup to be “inevitable,”
and then reaped the bounty of
the new regime: censorship,
privatization, and the nation’s
press controlled by the State
Intelligence Agency. Private media
holders in turn supported the
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dictatorship by silencing reports
across the country of systematic
murders, in which an estimated
30,000 civilians disappeared.
The dictatorship saw to the
eradication of Clarin’s competitors,
and the subsequent neoliberal
reign of the 1990s brought a series
of conglomerations and shady
backroom deals that have lifted
the newspaper’s parent company,
Grupo Clarin, to a close monopoly
of Argentina’s television, radio
and print. Today, the media group
holds more than 264 broadcast
licenses nationwide, over a dozen
print publications, two of the three
nation-wide television networks,
and two national radio stations.
Clarin is the most watched and
read newsgroup in Argentina:
El Diario Clarin circulates half a
million copies daily, and its electronic version is the most visited
Spanish language newspaper on
the Internet, whereas Clarin cable
reaches 80 per cent of the homes
in Buenos Aires and half of homes
nationwide.
And just as it had cajoled
the dictators during their terror,
and president Menem during his
infamous beeline into national
bankruptcy in 2001, Grupo Clarin
faithfully supported Peronista
president Nestor Kirchner when
he was elected in 2003. At the
height of his presidency, President
Kirchner enjoyed a 70 per cent
approval rating nationwide.

A President
When Nestor Kirchner’s wife,
Cristina Fernandez, won the
2007 elections with a sweeping
majority (22 per cent above her
closest opponent), Clarin was
enthusiastic about her win and
what they called the continuation
of Modelo K. On the front page
of the post-election paper, El
Diario Clarin affectionately called
the new president “Cristina,” and
quoted her saying that she wanted
to call together “the whole society,
because a country is not only its
government.”
Not two years later, every
copy of Clarin discharges the
name “Cristina” alongside a string
of insults: oligarchy, colonialism
and corruption have boldface

priority. Dreadful photographs
of the president, poorly cropped,
red-eye enhanced, and features
skewed—a photo editor’s
vengeance—relentlessly depict
her as a furious despot: and this is
exactly how she is now perceived
by a great number of her country’s
citizens. In a country in which
every citizen between 18 and 70
is subject to enforced compulsory
voting, recent polls place the presi-

Media Analysis

other NGOs.
Clarin, furious, is now being
forced to sell its empire, at a
minimal price, to what has become
its enemy: the government.
In a crucial editorial titled,
“Don’t violate the freedom of
expression,” Clarin denounced the
State as an imperialistic oligarchy,
under whose control Argentinians
will be left with nothing more
than “a gigantic network of media

The public press is too enfeebled and the private
is too panicked to propose a viable alternative.
dent’s popularity at 20 per cent.
Cristina Fernandez has
blamed Clarin directly for her fall
from grace.
As of December 10, 2009,
having lost the midterm vote,
president Kirchner will sit
seemingly powerless atop the last
two years of her coalition government. And so, in her last two
months at the helm of Argentina’s
quickly sinking Kirchnerism, she
has rushed to sign the new media
law, which, many people claim,
is nothing more than a dagger of
retaliation, aimed right at the heart
of the writhing Grupo Clarin.

A Law
The people are partly right: the
new law is daring and drastic, the
kind of law necessarily born from
fear and loathing. It has echoes
of Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez’s media reform, but it has
a singular approach.
By this time next year,
Argentina’s media pie will be
reallocated in three even slices
of 33 per cent each: one will be
retained by the private conglomerates, including of course
the Grupo Clarin, whereas the
other two will be redistributed
between state-funded press and
non-governmental organisations.
Seventy per cent of radio content
and 60 per cent of television
content be produced in Argentina,
and cable TV companies, now
fountains of North American
media, will be required to carry
channels operated by universities,
unions, Indigenous groups and

outlets, apparently diverse, but
actually obeying a single voice and
serving one single ideology.” What
“Cristina” is planning, another
editorial fumes, is “to colonize our
media.”
The president has been
vilified before her entire country,
and her attempts to redeem herself
by buying expensive commercials
and publicly denouncing the
mighty Clarin, have, in the eyes
of her voters, done nothing but
discredit her. Cristina Fernandez
has held but three press conferences in two years: her relationship with journalists is clearly
reluctant—when not altogether
confrontational. Does she now
propose herself to be guardian of
the media?
A recent poll found most
Argentinians agree it is high time
for a new law. Yet, almost unanimously, people interviewed on the
street have more trust in Clarin
than they do in their democratically elected leader.
Although the Argentinian
government has perhaps won the
airwaves, it seems to have lost the
public trust.
A prominent Argentinian
journalist, whose anonymity is
required to protect his job, pointed
out how the situation—Clarin’s
arrogance and the government’s
vicious new law—is a symptom of
the country’s immature democracy.
Both Clarin’s and the Kirchners’
bully tactics have reduced the
discussion of the new law to a
petty contest, he says, instead of a
critical debate about democracy,
information, and the future of the
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press.
The changes in Argentina’s
media landscape point to a debate
that should be worldwide.
Argentina has taken a significant
step: while journalism is dying
elsewhere, it is being turned on in
Argentina.
The fall of Argentina’s old law
effectively refutes the notion that
media is a commercial venture. The
Internet negates it; the newspaper
gravestones confirm it. In the last
two years, the United States has
laid off a quarter of its journalists.
We have all been watching: “The
free market,” as American journalist John Nichols claims, “is killing
journalism.”
There is no money in media.
But is there no future?
Let’s return to the beginning,
back when our constitution was
shiny and new: At the time, the
newspapers in Canada and the
US were the most subsidized
newspapers in the world. “If there
is to be journalism,” says Nichols,
“there has to be government
intervention,” through a free,
federally-subsidized press. It is, he
argues, the only answer.
Maybe Argentina is on to
something.
Samara Chadwick is a Canadian
journalist/filmmaker currently traveling
through Latin America. More at http://
justsostories.org.

QUICK FACTS
- Percentage of Argentinean
media privately owned in 2009
and 2011, respectively: 80, 33
- Percentage of broadcast
licences reserved specifically
for NGOs in 2009 and 2011,
respectively: 0, 33
- Approximate number of
hours per day allotted to local
television production in 2009
and 2011, respectively: 3, 15
- Grupo Clarin net profits
in the third quarter of 2009:
103 million pesos (US$27.1
million)
- Grupo Clarin estimated net
profits in the third quarter of
2011: much much less
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An interview with economist Marc Lee
by Dawn Paley
VANCOUVER—Marc Lee’s job

as an economist at the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
used to leave him feeling like a
voice in the wilderness. But over
the years, by making one accurate
economic prediction after another,
Lee has proven that his voice is
worth listening to. One year ago,
his small team of economists was
the first to raise the alarm about
the effects of the US recession in
BC.
The Liberal government
tabled a budget update last month
that is billions of dollars in the
red, after predicting a minuscule
deficit months before. Lee and his
team stand out as a success story
amid the doom and gloom. He is a
scientist amid a pack of speculators and spinners; an economist
who cares about the environment,
and BC’s future. Instead of resting
on his laurels and saying, “I told
you so,” Lee is working to make
his economic vision for BC known
far and wide.
I met Lee in his small
office on the edge of Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside to ask him
what’s wrong with BC’s economy,
and what it might take to fix it.
Marc Lee on who saw the
recession coming:
Well, we saw it coming, and we
put out a budget brief last fall—it
came out in October—that
basically said we know something’s
coming and here’s a few scenarios
of what that might look like
based on different projections of
economic growth.
Our forecasting has generally
been way better than the government’s anyways. They put so much
emphasis on these budgets and
forecasts and all that stuff [which]
get reported in the media the next
day, and most of the time they’re
just totally wrong. Like, they’re off
by billions, consistently.
...on BC’s budget process:
We just came from present-

Marc Lee in his office in Vancouver.
ing at the finance committee, for
the Budget 2010 consultations,
which you know, by and large,
is a fairly cynical exercise in my
opinion… The cynic in me says
that no-one is actually listening,
that pretty much [the budget is]
decided between the Premier’s
office and the Minister of
Finance...
...on the role of BC’s Economic
Forecasting Council in crafting
the budget:
They just sit around the table
and throw darts at the board, and
say, “Ah, I think GDP is gonna
grow 2.4 per cent next year,” and
a few of them have models [by
which] they can enter what they
think housing starts are going to
be... other people are literally just
guessing.
It’s a group that basically, a
year ago, had no clue that there
was even a recession coming. It
seemed pretty clear at the time
that there was something coming,
and yet they’re all off in their own
dream world, which, of course, fed
a desire of the government’s to
want to have some rosy forecasts
going into the budget, ‘cause they
were coming up to an election.
So to the extent that they could
say, oh, look, BC’s doing better

Dawn Paley

than everybody else, then [the
optimistic budget] plays into their
messaging. But it’s not necessarily
true.
...on politics:
There is a profound lack of vision
coming from any political party,
federally, provincially, municipally.
We’ve just come through
this period where the dominant
politics has been about reducing
the size of government, and tax
cuts, and that kind of thing.
There’s no, you know, counter-set
of ideas... There is sort of disparate
ideas across all of the left.
The party you’d expect to pick
those up would be the NDP, but
they’ve been very conservative in
what they’re willing to go out on. I
think very afraid of saying things
that are going to affect certain
groups based on where they live or
what industry they’re in.
...on how resource extraction is
still King:
The resource extraction mindset in
BC that we’ve had since the very
beginning, since the gold rushes,
still dominates public policy today,
to a huge extent.
The attitude is basically, open
it up to foreign investment, and

to attract foreign investment we
cut our taxes and deregulate and
you know, have low royalties for
companies who are coming in.
They extract the resource; they
ship it generally south of the
border, sometimes to China, and
other parts; and you know we
get something. Historically the
bargain has been a number of
good-paying union jobs... Even
that took several decades to
accomplish.
Now, in a world faced with
these massive constraints like the
climate, it seems we’re still kind
of rushing head-long into this, in
this field, it’s like, “Oh, we’ve got
to create jobs,” but how many jobs
does the oil and gas sector create?
Two thousand jobs, maybe, in a
province of four million people.
Yet [oil and gas is] responsible
for a fifth to a quarter of our total
greenhouse gas emissions.
...on BC’s “green” economy:
We’re sort of lacking in any
coherent vision about how we
handle the resource sector and
then how BC would actually
transition to a low- or zero-carbon
economy.
[Oil and gas] and highway
expansion are two major contradictions [to the green economy],
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even when the government was
trying to present a more green
face to the public. I do think there
was some good things that were

The grotesque
inequalities from the
poorest of the poor to
the richest of the rich
is pretty staggering,
and probably rivals
anything you’d see
in any country in the
world.
brought in [at that time]... Most
of those have now been thrown by
the wayside, now that the election’s
over and the deficit is looming.
They’ve cut the few programs that
they brought into place.
In the summer the government announced that they were
going to be cutting the royalties on
oil and gas to attract new investment in that area… During the

election campaign I saw a video
of a speech from the premier in
the northeast; he was like, “I want
to quadruple production.” This is
massively polluting in terms of
greenhouse gas emissions.
Unless you find some way
of capturing all the emissions
associated with the extraction
of that resource and combusting
it, whether that’s here or in the
United States, then yeah, it’s devastating for the planet. Not that
we individually are, as a province,
responsible for what’s going on,
but you know, we have to do our
share along with everybody else,
and yeah: basically, we’re not.
...on the three pillars of an
alternative economy for BC:
Security, sustainability and
equality are the three broad
themes, I think, that we want to
build on in terms of what we want
overall.
We need sustainability, [a
concept] which is kind of thrown
around...

[There are] other aspects of
environment as well in terms of
toxic chemicals and other forms of
pollution that you would want to
be concerned about.
Equity [is], you know, the
growing gap we’ve seen over the
past few decades between the rich
and the poor and how we can
right that. Which isn’t to say that
everyone needs to be equal all the
time. But certainly the grotesque
inequalities from the poorest of
the poor to the richest of the rich
is pretty staggering, and probably
rivals anything you’d see in any
country in the world.
And then some notion of
security, I think, especially when
we think about climate issues, we
need to be thinking about... Do we
have a secure food system? Are our
water supplies secure? What does
this mean in terms of energy and
electricity generation? What does
this mean in terms of housing or
transportation?
The onus is on us to be able
to articulate that in a way that says
to people,...these are things that
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are desirable, morally, but that are
also going to improve your quality
of life.
They’re going to improve your
quality of life ‘cause you’re going
to be eating better food, that’s
locally sourced and not contributing to greenhouse gas emissions,
or because you’re not going to be
spending an hour a half or two
hours a day commuting back and
forth to work.
...on making the environment a
political must:
We put [these ideas] out there to
engage the public, engage activists
of various stripes, and, hopefully,
gain enough momentum with
that that any political party has to
move in that direction, whether it’s
the NDP or the Liberals or what
have you.
Look at health care. There’s
an example. Even though there’s
probably lots of people in the
Liberal party who would just
like to privatize the whole fuckin’
thing, they can’t, because there’s so
much public support behind it.
Now, they can do sly little
things on the side... But they can’t
fundamentally transform that
thing in a really righ- wing, freemarket revolutionary way.
So we need to get some of
these bigger issues out in a way
that has enough popular support
that makes it hard for any government to go against it. We’ll see.
Time is of the essence.
...on climate change and not
giving up on the future:
The challenge we have is that
we are facing the mother of all
collective action problems. It’s not
just BC that needs to act, but the
Canadian government, Alberta,
United States, China, Europe,
Japan. I mean everyone needs to
get on this agenda, and if we don’t
then we do face a fairly gloomy
future.
But you can’t live your life
thinking that the world is going to
end... You have to have hope that
people can wake up and make the
change that needs to happen.
Dawn Paley is a journalist and contributing editor with The Dominion.
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Who Killed Marcelo Rivera?
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Prominent anti-mining activist murdered in El Salvador

A close up of Marcelo Rivera on a mural painted in front of the cultural centre that he founded in San
Dominique Jarry-Shore
Isidro, El Salvador.
by Dominique Jarry-Shore
SAN ISIDRO, EL SALVADOR—

Death and violence are an
unfortunate part of everyday life
in El Salvador. Local and national
newspapers, with their graphic
photos of bloodied corpses, track
the daily tally of homicide and
crime in a country that has one
of the highest murder rates in the
world. But even by those standards
Marcelo Rivera’s torture and death
were shocking.
During the evening of June
18, 2009, the community leader
and anti-mining activist disappeared when he was lured away
from a routine trip a few kilometers from his home in San Isidro.
Twelve days later, his body was
removed from an empty well 27
metres deep. His body had no hair
or fingernails, his trachea had been
broken and the thumb of his right
hand was stuck in his mouth like
a baby’s, tied in place with a piece
of rope around his naked body. He
had been beaten and his face was
unrecognizable.
Rivera was a respected
member of the community. He

founded a cultural centre popular
with youth in San Isidro, and had
been in charge of the finances of
the local chapter of Farabundo
Martí National Liberation Front
(FMLN), the country’s leftist and
currently ruling political party. He
had also campaigned vigorously
against the El Dorado mining
project in Cabanas, owned by
Canadian company Pacific Rim
Mining Corp.
Vancouver-based Pacific Rim
is a publicly traded company with
subsidiaries in El Salvador and the
US. Pacific Rim is a junior exploration company that specializes
in gold exploration. The company
has invested $80 million into the
El Dorado project in about seven
years. They claim to have invested
several million dollars in social
programs in Cabanas.
But the project has generated
conflict in a region characterized
by poverty and a dependence on
remittances from family members
in the US. Money provided
by Pacific Rim for health and
education is seen as a way of
buying support from the people
and tension is high between those

for and against the mine.
The environmental effects of
the mine, such as the contamination of soil and water sources like
aquifers and wells, are a big worry
among residents in Cabanas. Some
community members have also
complained about the displacement of communities to make
room for the mine. On a social
level, the arrival of Pacific Rim has
generated conflict and violence in
the area.
Apart from Rivera’s death,
there have been two assassination
attempts that seem to be related
to anti-mining activism: In July,
a priest who hosts a local radio
show used as a platform for his
anti-mining stance was run off the
road. A few weeks later, the leader
of a local community development
association against the mine was
shot eight times. Both men now
have 24-hour police protection.
Rivera’s brother Miguel
Rivera said his brother’s murder
has caused fear among those
opposed to the project. “People
we work with who are against the
mining project are afraid because
someone has died,” he said. “They

say, ‘I could be the second one. I
could be next.’”
According to lawyer and
activist Hector Berrios, Marcelo
Rivera had already been the
victim of death threats and at least
one assassination attempt near
his home in January 2009. “The
question is,” Berrios said, “who
benefited from Marcelo’s death?”
For his part, Pacific Rim
CEO Tom Shrake said the
company condemns violence and
has spoken to employees to see
if they know anything about the
murder.
“They have assured us that
they had absolutely nothing to do
with it,” Shrake said in a telephone
interview from his hotel in San
Salvador.
“As far as they know—and
I’ve heard this from the local
police as well—his death had
nothing to do with his mining
activism. Now whether that’s true
or not we’ll see. But we have no
knowledge of it.”
That police theory—that
Rivera’s death was related to a
gang dispute after a night of
drinking and not his anti-mining
activity—didn’t make sense to
Rivera’s family when they heard
it. Rivera was not someone who
associated with gang members and
he didn’t drink alcohol.
“The police invented a
scenario to be able to tell people
something, because a lot of people
were asking about Marcelo,”
Miguel Rivera said. “The police
theory was that he was killed the
same day he disappeared, or early
the next day.” But the doctors who
examined Marcelo’s body told
Miguel that his brother died about
eight days after he disappeared.
That was just one of several
inconsistencies in the case.
Following a complaint they
received from Marcelo’s family, El
Salvador’s Public Attorney’s Office
for the Defense of Human Rights
found there had been negligence
on the part of the police.
“We found some failures
in terms of the lateness in
mobilizing to do inspections in
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places where the body could be,”
Gerardo Alegria, a lawyer for the
Public Attorney for the Defense
of Human Rights, said. “That
includes where they found the
body. The police had known for a
few days already that the body was
there.”
Alegria also said the police
failed to gather information at
the scene that would have helped
solve the crime. His office is now
keeping an eye on the investigation and Alegria said things have
improved. Five adults and one
minor have been arrested so far
and are awaiting a hearing. But in
this part of the world, there is a lot
to be said about intellectual versus
physical perpetrators of a crime,
and questions remain about who
was really behind the killing.
Meanwhile El Dorado has
been at a standstill. The company
stopped investing serious money
into the mine about two years ago,
when Tony Saca, president of El
Salvador at the time, made public
statements indicating Pacific Rim’s
permits would not be honoured.
Pacific Rim has since filed
for arbitration under the Central
American Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA), although Shrake said
he is confident a settlement will be
reached.
As for local opposition to
the project, Shrake said that is
something that was expected
all along. “There’s just a huge
international industry that opposes
any extractive industry anywhere
in the world at this point. So if
you don’t expect opposition to any
extractive project, you’re living in a
closet,” he said.
“You will have people who
are emotional about it and are in
your face about it but you have to
act like Mahatma Ghandi. You
cannot react in any way, shape or
form.”
Gold mining, a practice
that relies on cyanide or mercury
for extraction, has long come
under fire from environmentalists because of its potential for
contamination. Pacific Rim
markets itself as an environmentally responsible company that has
“raised the bar for environmental
protection.” According to Shrake,
the El Dorado design will use two
impermeable liners to prevent

tailings from coming in contact
with the ground. They’ll also use
a process called INCO to destroy
the cyanide used and they’ll build
their own water reservoir instead
of using groundwater, purifying
the water before it goes back into
the water system.
Environmentalist Luis
Gonzalez works with the Salvadoran Ecological Unit (UNES)
in San Salvador. “It’s a concept,
but on an industrial level, green
mining doesn’t exist,” he said.
“By definition what you’re doing
is extracting a non-renewable
resource.”
Gonzalez said the INCO
process recycles only part of the
cyanide and the rest goes into
the ground. “Exploration is like
exploitation on a smaller scale,”
he said, noting people in Cabanas
reported their wells and watering
holes dried up after exploration
activity by Pacific Rim.
Shrake said that was one
incident involving some shoddy
work on the part of a contractor
and that it won’t happen again.
“Once we realized what had
happened, within a day we set
up a series of tanks so that they’d
have water while we corrected the
problem… We went back to the
drill holes and cemented them
from bottom to top and plugged
up this disruption to the fracture
system and the water’s flowing
again, and has been flowing since
we made the correction.”
While the future of El
Dorado remains unclear, Miguel
Rivera has gone ahead and set
up the Marcelo Rivera Justice
and Freedom Committee. He is
holding out hope that his brother’s
murderer will be brought to
justice.
“He was my brother. Ever
since we were little we spent a lot
of time together and shared ideas.
When we started finding out more
about the impacts of mining we
started spreading information to
people. Marcelo was the person
who had a relationship with the
community.”
Dominique Jarry-Shore is a freelance
journalist based in Chiapas, Mexico. She
travelled to El Salvador with the help of
a grant from the International Development Research Center in Ottawa.
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“One Step Forward,” from page 7 »
practiced without insurance and
held no hospital privileges, is not
an option for midwives outside the
model sites either, as new regulations governing the practice of
midwifery demand that midwives
meet these criteria, or not practice
midwifery.
For women in the Annapolis
Valley, a region of Nova Scotia
with a long-standing tradition
of midwifery, the loss of services
is a particularly difficult pill to
swallow. Dawn Hare is a mother
of two children birthed under the
care of a midwife, and member
of Valley Families for Midwifery,
a group dedicated to reinstating
midwifery services in the Valley.
She says she is “extremely disappointed that midwifery services
are no longer available to me
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women and teen mothers. And
lastly, people are talking about
midwifery. They may be talking
about the problems, but in doing
so, midwifery is moving out of the
fringes and into the mainstream.
When asked if midwifery
care in Nova Scotia has gone
one step forward and two steps
back, Jan Catano, co-founder of
MCNS, remains hopeful. The
midwifery model is an integrated
part of seven Canadian provincial and one territory’s health
systems, and Catano believes
the better outcomes associated
with midwifery care in the rest
of Canada can be reproduced
here. However, Catano cautions
that the issues emerging in Nova
Scotia stem from “an essential
misunderstanding of the nature

For women in the Annapolis Valley, a region of
Nova Scotia with a long-standing tradition of
midwifery, the loss of services is a particularly
difficult pill to swallow.
based solely on where I live in the
province.” The repercussions of this
are vast for Dawn and her family
as it forces her and her partner
into the vulnerable position of
re-evaluating their decision to
have more children. As part of
her work with Valley Families for
Midwifery, Dawn is in touch with
several women who are pregnant
in the Valley and says she “feels
deeply for them, for those who
have lost their right to safely
choose how and where they want
to birth their babies.”
Despite the glaring flaws
in how regulated and funded
midwifery is being introduced and
provided in Nova Scotia, there
are still highlights that should
be considered and celebrated
for what they offer to birthing
women. Women on the south
shore have access to full midwifery
services, including homebirth.
Women in the three model sites
who qualify and are accepted
into midwifery care don’t have
to pay a dime: their care is fully
funded by the health system. The
IWK Community Midwives are
able to reserve a couple of spaces
each month in their practice for
African Nova Scotians, Aboriginal

of midwifery care”—a misunderstanding that risks the future of
the profession in the province. To
see the same positive outcomes
associated with midwifery in the
rest of the country, women and
communities must advocate for
midwifery that is in line with the
Canadian model, one that respects
continuity of care and choice of
birth place as the rights of all
women, she says.
As for the women of Nova
Scotia and whether they think we
have gone one step forward and
two steps back? Well, that will
probably depend on who you ask
and where they live.
Officials in the Department
of Health, the department overseeing midwifery implementation
in the province, were not available
for comment for this story, despite
several requests for an interview.
Erin Hemmens is a mom, a writer
and an activist in the women’s health
movement. She is currently volunteer
co-chair of the Midwifery Coalition of
Nova Scotia.
This article was produced by the Halifax
Media Co-op.
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Bearing the Scars of Canadian Intelligence
The case of Abousfian Abdelrazik and citizen action
by David Parker
HALIFAX—Abousfian Abdelrazik

toured Canada this fall after six
long years spent in forced exile
in Sudan where he was detained
and tortured. He has returned to
Canada, despite the efforts of the
Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS), or as Abdelrazik calls them, the Canadian
Mukhabarat. Mukhabarat is an
Arabic word meaning “intelligence,” and refers to state security
intelligence agencies known for
their brutality, torture, arbitrary
detentions and human rights
violations.
He related his story of
the Canadian Mukhabarat at a
public presentation in Halifax in
September.
“Between 1997 and 2003,
[CSIS] started to follow me
everywhere. They started bothering
my [sick] wife, they even went
to her family and to her father at
work. ‘Give us information about
your husband, and we will give you
better treatment for your cancer,’
they said.”
In 2003, on the eve of his
departure from Canada to Sudan
to see his mother who had fallen
ill, Abdelrazik, a Canadian citizen
who had never been charged with
a crime, had an encounter with
CSIS in Montreal.
“Two days before leaving
for Sudan, two agents from CSIS
came to my apartment and asked
me about my travel. One of them
said, ‘We know you’re planning
on going to your country, Sudan.’
I went back inside and called the
police. The police arrived in the
parking lot, and asked the CSIS
agents to leave. While they walked
away, one of them turned to me
and said to me, ‘You’re going to
Sudan, you will see.’”
While in Sudan in
September of 2003, he was
detained by Sudanese state
security and initially held in prison
in Khartoum. In Sudan, where
he was being interrogated and
tortured, the same CSIS agents
visited him.

“One evening, the same men
who arrested me, came and took
me. They said ‘Your friends, the
Canadian Mukhabarat, have come
to talk to you.’ They brought me
to the office, where I found the
same two guys who visited me my
last night in Montreal, sitting at a
table, with nice drinks, cakes, and
coffee. One of them, the one who
turned to me in Montreal and
said, ‘you’re gonna see,’ said to me,
‘Remember what I said to you in
Montreal? Now you’re going to
see! Sit down!’ And they interrogated me for two days.
“He said to me, ‘You’re not
Canadian, you’re Sudanese. You’re
going to stay forever in Sudan, my
country doesn’t need you!’” said
Abdelrazik, relating some of the
verbal harassment.
Abdelrazik was released from
his first detention in 2004, but was
detained again in 2005 for nine
months.
In 2006, he was added to
the UN no-fly list, under regulation 1267, and all his assets were
frozen.
The RCMP reviewed their
files in 2007, and found there
was “no substantive evidence
to indicate that Abdelrazik is
involved in any criminal activity.”
Nonetheless, CSIS maintained
that, “he is an important Islamic
jihad activist.” In April 2008,
Abdelrazik took refuge at the
Canadian embassy for fear of
continued detention, torture and
possible death at the hands of
Sudanese security.
In 2009, 116 Canadians
broke federal law and purchased
a plane ticket for Abdelrazik’s
return home. Mere hours before
his flight, Lawrence Cannon,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, used
his discretionary powers to bar his
return.
In his June 4 ruling, Federal
Court Judge Russell Zinn ordered
the Canadian government to
repatriate Abdelrazik to Canada
within 30 days, stating, “[Mr.
Abdelrazik] is as much a victim
of international terrorism as the
innocent persons whose lives have

been taken by recent barbaric acts
of terrorists.”
Judge Zinn found that CSIS
was complicit in the original
detention of Abdelrazik by
Sudanese authorities; that by
mid-2004 Canadian authorities
had determined that they wouldn’t
seek to assist Abdelrazik’s return
to Canada, and would consider
refusing him an emergency

the basis of false imprisonment,
torture, negligence, intentional
infliction of mental suffering,
breach of fiduciary duty, and
breaches of his Charter Rights.
He is also claiming $3 million in
damages from Lawrence Cannon
for misfeasance in public office,
intentional infliction of mental
suffering, and breach of Charter
Rights.

‘You’re not Canadian, you’re Sudanese. You’re
going to stay forever in Sudan, my country
doesn’t need you!’
passport that was required
to ensure he could return to
Canada; that the UN Resolution
(regulation 1267) does not impede
Abdelrazik from returning to his
own country, and Canada’s assertions to the contrary were a means

Abousfian Abdelrazik’s case
is similar to those of Maher Arar,
Abdullah Almalki, Ahmad El
Maati and Muayyed Nureddin,
all of whom were jailed on the
recommendation of CSIS. Maher
Arar, a Canadian citizen jailed

116 Canadians broke federal law and purchased
a plane ticket for Abdelrazik’s return home.
to ensure he would not return to
Canada; and that the denial of an
emergency passport on April 3,
2009, was a breach of his Charter
right to enter Canada.
Due in part to Judge Zinn’s
ruling and partly to mounting
pressure on the government,
Abdelrazik finally touched
Canadian soil again on June 27,
2009, and was heralded by his
supporters.

in Syria and later repatriated to
Canada, described the situation in
a Globe and Mail column.
“Canadians deserve to know
why so many of this country’s
citizens, all of Muslim background, have been imprisoned
and tortured abroad,” he wrote.
“Human-rights organizations,
activists and national-security
experts have been calling for the
current government to establish

“This couldn’t necessarily happen to any
Canadian citizen, and it’s important to highlight
the two-tiered citizenship rights.”
On September 21, three days
before launching a Canada-wide
speaking tour with Abousfian
Abdelrazik and Project Fly
Home—an advocacy and
campaign network—Abdelrazik’s
lawyers submitted a lawsuit against
the Attorney General of Canada
and Minister Cannon. Abdelrazik
is claiming $24 million in damages
from the Attorney General on

the credible oversight agency
that was recommended by Judge
O’Connor several years ago.”
Sarah Todd, a member of
Project Fly Home, toured with
Abdelrazik across Canada and
helped in the public presentations.
“You have to call into question
the privilege, and the structures of
continued on page 23
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A Poetic Ascent

Shugendo Now is a film for the cynic
by Meaghan Thurston

TIDNISH, NS—I’ll be honest that

from the tagline, “Everywhere you
go, you can find a holy mountain,”
I was worried Shugendo Now
might be yet another addition to
the never-dying trend of self-help
theory for the serenity-seeking
urbanite. Instead, this documentary film by Montreal-based
Jean-Marc Abela and Mark
Patrick Maguire is both exotic
and relevant. It tells the stories
of several unlikely eco-pilgrims:
a night club owner, construction
company manager, disheartened
office worker and “rogue-monk,”
Kosho, who takes on a landfill for
industrial waste.
Maguire’s ethnographic
fieldwork in Japan in the summers
of 2002 and 2003 inspired the
film. Even if you are not a folk
religions enthusiast, I think you
will be intrigued by the obscure
Japanese folk religion shugendo,
and the age-old tradition of
mountain devotion of the
yamabushi mountain monks.
Filmed in 2007, the movie
documents the annual July 7
pilgrimage of the yamabushi and
their urban followers in the Omine
Mountains. Not to be confined
to comparative religion classes,
nor, thankfully, in spite of the risk,
sloshing around in a swamp of
spiritualist clichés, the film is a
call to a new kind of personal and
community empowerment.
“As with food issues,” Abela
reflected over a bowl of fruit in
August in Montreal when we met
to talk about Shugendo Now, “it is
so hard to consume in a responsible way. Once you accept these
contradictions you can move on.”
No stranger to food-issue
activism, Abela has made videos
for Montreal’s Santropol Roulant
rooftop garden project and is
a believer in the practice of
permaculture. Like the film’s
rogue monk protagonist, Abela,
self-proclaimed coureur des bois
archetype (according to Wikipedia
an individual who engaged in
the fur trade without permission

Are mountain austerities and city life absolutely separate things?
Helen Rickard [CC 2.0]

Christopher Chan [CC 2.0]

from French authorities) is critical
of lifestyles not in tune with the
environment: “In Canada, I see
people who live in the country but
who live high-energy lifestyles.
There’s a disconnect there. And
with activists, I’ve seen people
burn out.”
So, why is a film like this
important for Canadians to see?
“Going to nature is a universal
thing” says Abela. “And with
activism, there has to be a connection [to nature]. So one thing we
added to the film was a discussion
of monoculture forests because
in Japan, especially after WWII,
the rice fields which had been
replanted with fast-growing cedars
are telling us something about the
huge impact we’ve had on nature.
And I asked myself, isn’t this what
we’re doing to our own forests in
Canada?”
As Abela suggests, throughout the world, governments are
actively promoting the expansion
of large-scale monoculture tree
growth, despite the serious social
and environmental impacts. In
New Brunswick (on whose border
I am writing this article) the
Acadian forest “ceased to exist” as
a result of harvesting for shipbuilding in the 1800s, according
to J. Loo and N. Ives in their
article in The Forestry Chronicle,
“The Acadian forest: Historical
condition and human impacts.”

Currently the average forest age
is approximately 55 years and
consists overwhelmingly of white
spruce, a species regenerating
on abandoned farmland. As the
Chronicle documents, over time,
the Acadian forest and its distribution of species has become less
diverse, resulting in lower overall
ecosystem diversity.
It is easy to leave this film
feeling inspired, but I always
approach a documentary film with
the understanding that the truth
behind what is said is as potent as
what is not shown. Do the ecopilgrims maintain their promises
to practise sustainable business?
Do they continue to embrace their
new-found connection to nature?
I was moved by the film’s slow
and beautiful exploration of the
pilgrims’ journeys toward spiritual
reconnection and environmental
awareness, but it was hard to
stifle laughter as they desperately
lit up at the summit. Likewise
it was hard to stomach the fact
that, while women are allowed to
participate in the practice, they
are forbidden to set foot on the
top. (Having climbed a fairly
significant mountain myself, I
can’t imagine being denied this
hard-earned prize.)
However, should we embrace
Shugendo Now’s call to take
a more balanced approach to
environmental actions, to become
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empowered as individuals and less
fanatic about the actions of others,
then perhaps this kind of tension
is integral. Ultimately, what I took
away from this film is even the
busiest, most consumerist among
us have a deep human need to
recognize the sacredness of the
environment, a truth the film
addresses in a subtle, palatable
way. And while the environmental
message of the film may be its
“heart,” the great strength of
Shugendo Now is its camera work,
recalling another beautiful film,
Rivers and Tides, the documentary
by German filmmaker Thomas
Riedelsheimer of the British
nature artist Andy Goldsworthy
(who lives in Scotland). In fact,
Goldsworthy’s words could
serve as an alternative tagline for
Shugendo Now (for the cynics
among us): “I don’t think the land
needs me, but I need it.”

“It is so hard to
consume in a
responsible way.
Once you accept the
contradictions you can
move on.”
The best way to view this
film? I suggest donning a sweater
and projecting it on a bed sheet,
on an autumn balcony, with the
wind and the city sirens providing
a very fitting, if contrasting,
soundtrack. The directors have
applied to several festivals but if
you would like to host a screening
or order a DVD please send them
an e-mail at shugendonow@gmail.
com or visit the website.
Meaghan Thurston has worked in
Montreal, Halifax and Guatemala
and currently resides and studies in
Edinburgh.
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Diggin’ It!

North American Badger exposed

T

his proud creature, recognizable by the distinctive white
stripe on its otherwise dark brown
and black coat, can be found in
Central Canada, Western and
Central parts of the US, and
Northern Mexico.
These solitary souls keep to
themselves for most of the year.
Communal activity is restricted
to the summer mating season and
when the females are rearing their
young.
Badgers are known for being
keen diggers, and justifiably so.
Indeed, one of their best defence
mechanisms is their ability to dig
at an alarmingly fast rate. When
in danger, badgers dig to safety,
disappearing far underground in
less than a minute.
They also dig in order to
construct burrows, used for living
and pursuing prey. Not content
with just one abode, badgers
switch between their dens during
the warmer months, sometimes
on a nightly basis. This high level
of activity decreases in the colder
months, and during the winter
they tend to settle for one den in
particular. This allows badgers to
spend much of the winter drifting
in and out of periods of deep sleep,

each of which can last up to 29
hours.
By no means a fussy eater,
a badger will feast on squirrels,
moles, skunks, ground-nesting
birds, lizards, frogs, insects, but
also foods like cereals, peas,
mushrooms and sunflower seeds.
Although badgers are largely
peaceful creatures, the North
American badger’s Eurasian cousin
is the unfortunate key participant
in the blood sport of “badger
baiting,” which emerged during
the Middle Ages in Europe. This
involves confining a badger to a
small space, letting dogs into this
enclosure, and goading them to
fight the badger to death. Bets are
placed on the outcome.
Unable to dig its way to
safety, the badger shows remarkable bravery when cornered by
the dogs. Its sharp bite, powerful
claws and reckless defence reflexes
make it a formidable adversary. Yet
badger baiting almost always ends
in the death of the badger, while
the dogs may only sustain injuries.
Despite being illegal, this blood
sport still takes place in secret in
some parts of Europe.
—Claire Helen Williams
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who posted the scanned copy
of the petition on Wikileaks,
“Anonymous sources can confirm
that the CFS is not forthright to
students about the hidden phrase
within the petition that nullifies
their signature.”

class, race, religion, and highlight
who is targeted,” she told The
Dominion. “This couldn’t necessarily happen to any Canadian
citizen, [and] it’s important to
highlight the two-tiered citizenship rights.”
Abdelrazik spoke of the fear
among the Muslim community,
in Montreal and across Canada. “I
have so many friends in Montreal
who are Muslims, and they live
in fear of CSIS, and wherever the
Muslims are [in Canada], they are
living the same thing.”
“With Stephen Harper,
[exporting torture has] become
a reality that people accept, and
it violates human rights and
creates a climate of fear that is
totally unacceptable,” Project Fly
Home member Emilie Breton
told The Dominion. “[It] has also
made people believe that arbitrary
measures should be used in the
name of national security. This
is a slow move towards a police
state, where rights don’t exist
for citizens. It’s important to
denounce this and resist it.”
Project Fly Home is an
initiative of The People’s Commission on Immigration and
“Security” Measures. The Project
came together under the increased
harassment of immigrant and
racialized communities, Indigenous people, radical groups and
political organizations. Its goal
is to monitor this harassment, to
oppose it, and to challenge the
whole idea of the national security
agenda.
In an interview with The
Dominion, Abdelrazik stated that
the mobilization of Canadian civil
society was an instrumental factor
in pressuring the government to
repatriate him. One-hundred-

NASA announced plans to begin
radiation testing on monkeys,
marking the first time in decades
the US Space Agency will test on
primates.
The mainstream media contributed to the hype around the
H1N1 virus and the vaccination
program being carried out by the
Canadian government. “With
the media focusing on deaths in
the rare cases, such as otherwise
healthy young children, clearly
this isn’t productive,” Alan Cassels,
a drug policy researcher, told the
CBC. “Logic and rationality, not
raw emotion, should govern our
responses.”
People in the state of Maine
voted against same-sex marriage.
The campaign against marriage
equality was financially backed by
churches throughout the US.
Seven hundred people protested
the Alberta Progressive Conservative Party’s nomination meeting in
Red Deer, AB. “It was a message
to the delegates that Albertans
don’t want to see Klein-style cuts
in 2009,” David Eggen of Friends
of Medicare told the Edmonton
Journal.
These briefs cover the first half of
November. For “November in Review,
Part II,” visit dominionpaper.ca on
December 1.

This book will change the way
you think about Canada.
Visit blackbook.foreignpolicy.ca
to order a copy.

Nidal Elkhairy

sixteen Canadians broke federal
law to purchase the April 3 plane
ticket for Abdelrazik’s return,
despite UN regulation 1267,
which makes it an offence to
donate or give any financial aid to
the listed person.
“I want to thank them a lot,
for what they have done for me,”
he said. “I think if they hadn’t
stood up for me, and without
the pressure on the government,
I would have been forgotten in
Sudan for so long. And I would
tell them to continue, as there are
many cases just like mine. Let us
all continue doing the same thing,
and bring justice for them.”
Lawrence Cannon, Federal Minister of
Foreign Affairs, was contacted by phone
and e-mail to request an interview for
this article, but his press secretary declined
to comment due to the current lawsuit.
David Parker is an independent journalist and Spoken Word Coordinator at
CKDU 88.1 fm in Halifax.
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Anti-Mining Leader Assassinated in Chiapas

Mariano Abarca opposed Canadian exploration, received death threats
PRESS RELEASE—The
Mexican Alliance for the People’s
Self-Determination (AMAP)
expresses its condemnation for the
assassination of Mariano Abarca
Roblero, which occurred the night
of November 27 in Chicomuselo,
Chiapas. The same attack also
resulted in the grave wounding
of his companion Orlando
Velazquez.
Mariano led a citizen’s
resistance in the municipality of
Chicomuselo against the Canadian
mining company Blackfire and
participated actively in REMA
(Mexican Network of People
Affected by Mining). Given his
intense activity he was harassed on
many occasions and was arbitrarily
detained last August, when he was
kept for 10 days.
However, the hostility
against his person recently

increased. Only a few days ago
he filed formal charges against
the Directors of Blackfire, who
delivered death threats in public,
and appear to have them followed
through.
AMAP demands that this
crime not go unpunished and
beseeches the government of
Chiapas led by Juan Sabines
that the material and intellectual
perpetrators of this crime be prosecuted to the full extent of the law,
and that the Attorney General’s
office immediately follow the
current investigations of the
denunciation made by Mariano
Abarca against Luis Antonion
Flores Villatoro and Ciro Roblero
Perez, heads of public relations
for the Blackfire mine, who have
publicly threatened to kill Abarca.
No more crimes against
defenders of social justice! End

A video still of Mariano Abarca at the REMA conference in
Chicomuselo, Chiapas, Mexico in August.
Dominique Jarry-Shore
the criminalization of citizen
protest!
—Carlos Beas Torres, National
Coordinator of AMAP
Translated by Megan Cotton-Kinch.

For background, read “Disappeared
Activist is Back Fighting” by Dominique
Jarry-Shore (Issue 63,October/
November). For related coverage of
Mariano Abarca and Canadian miners
in Chiapas, visit www.mediacoop.ca
and www.dominionpaper.ca.
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