dominion, n. 1. Control or the exercise of control. 2. A territory or sphere of influence; a realm. 3. A self-governing nation in the British Commonwealth.
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In Review: May

The Communications, Energy
and Paperworkers Union of
Canada (CEP-FTQ), representing 260 employees locked out
by a Petro-Canada refinery in
Montreal since November
2007, denounced what they
called the company’s attempt to
persuade an employee to start
a mutiny within union ranks.
“Such actions are not only unacceptable but also illegal,” said
CEP-FTQ National Representative Daniel Cloutier. According
to the CEP-FTQ, Petro-Canada
had attempted to bypass official
union
negotiators
during
contract negotiations.
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excessive force.”

Union.”

General Motors (GM) permanently closed its Windsor,
Ontario transmission plant.
After the plant closes in 2010,
no GM plants will remain in
Windsor, once known as “The
Automotive Capital of Canada.”

Barrick Gold’s Annual General
Meeting in Toronto was
beamed around the world via a
live webcast, but statements by
Indigenous delegates attending
the meeting were cut from the
webcast. Indigenous leaders
from Papua New Guinea (PNG),

also presented statements to
the United Nations Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues
in New York. Soaring gold
prices and a timely decision to
ditch its corporate hedge book
paid off for Barrick in the first
quarter as the world’s top gold
miner posted stronger earnings
despite weaker production.
Dozens of protesters from
Honduras, Guatemala and
Canada lined the street outside
the hotel in Toronto where
another
Canadian
mining
company, Goldcorp, was holding
their AGM. “What is the price
of life as opposed to the cost of
gold?” asked Fausto Valiente
of Guatemala, who accused the
company of polluting groundwater, damaging homes and
ignoring the will of 18 indigenous communities who oppose
Goldcorp’s operations on their
land.

The Beaver Lake Cree Nation
filed a lawsuit against the
Alberta and federal governments for more than 16,000
infringements that are contributing to the destruction of the
environment, the loss of traditional areas, and the decline
in wildlife populations within
their territory. “The Governments of Canada and Alberta
have made a lot of promises
to our people and we intend to
see those promises kept,” said
Chief Al Lameman. “Governments and industry ignore our
concerns. This is our home.
This is where we live. We have
a responsibility to our children,
and to our children’s children,
to see that the lands where the
Cree live, and will always live,
remain inhabitable.”

Justice for Sean Bell demonstration in New York.

In New York more than 200
people were arrested in a day
of protest over the acquittal
of three police officers in
the killing of Sean Bell. The
unarmed 23-year-old died after
police fired 50 bullets on the
morning of what would have
been his wedding day. Among
those arrested was Bell’s fiancée
who was followed by a large
crowd who kneeled in prayer
and counted from one to 50
to mark the number of bullets
shot by police. “I need some
questions answered,” said one
protester. “One police officer
shot 31 times, and he was found
not guilty of excessive force.
So I need to know what the
number is that makes it become

The
Permanent
People’s
Tribunal (PPT) gathered in Lima,
Peru, for its second session
on European Transnational
companies in Latin America.
The Tribunal spent a week collecting evidence and testimony
surrounding the actions of more
than 20 European Corporations
who stood accused of violating
human rights and destroying
the environment. The final
ruling resolved in part “to
morally and ethically sanction
the companies as well as the
political, economic, financial,
productive
and
judicial
conducts and practices of the
neoliberal model, implemented
and permitted by the States and
the institutions of the European

NYC Indymedia

Australia, and the United States
travelled to Canada to attend the
shareholders meeting, calling on
investors to divest their shares
in protest of Barrick’s alleged
violations of human rights in
its mining operations overseas.
Jethro Tulin from the Enga
province in PNG demanded
that the 5,000 families living
in danger around the Porgera
mine site be relocated. “When
will Barrick finally pay fair compensation to the families who
have lost their loved ones to the
guns of your security forces, to
the rape victims, to the families
who have lost members in your
open pit and in the waste dumps
and who have drowned in your
river of tailings?” The leaders

Quebec politicians and commentators used the occasion
of hockey-related riots to
call for increased powers for
police. “It is necessary that the
police have all the powers that
they want,” opposition leader
Mario Dumont told journalists. Writing in La Presse, Yves
Boisvert said “there must be a
show of force [and] active retaliatory steps” to stop future riots.
Crowds destroyed five police
cars and damaged an additional 12 following a first-round
playoff victory by the Montreal
Canadiens.
Two Canadian forces reservists were were sentenced to 10
years in jail for their role in the
beating death of homeless man
Paul Croutch. Homeless men in
Toronto are nine times more
likely to be murdered than their
housed counterparts.
In the largest labour strike since
the invasion of Iraq, ports along
the West Coast of the US—all
twenty-nine of them—were
shut down as some 25,000
dockworkers went on a
one-day strike to protest the
war. “I hope that this will be an
example to other workers that
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we have the power, we’ve got to
use it,” said Jack Heyman of the
International Longshore and
Warehouse Union, “And that’s
how we can bring this war to a
halt.”
The Sinkan refugee camp in
Myanmar has 39 blue, evenlyspaced tents, a team of white-

tape and visa requirements
and out of Yangon, Myanmar’s
former capital, in order to head
out to the delta region. Recent
reports estimate that more than
130,000 people are dead or
missing from Cyclone Nargis
that hit the country’s Irrawaddy
delta. Damage totaled to
USD$10 billion; it was the worst

In Review: May

tion MPs were taken by surprise
at the exemptions, saying they
were unaware the Senate, the
House of Commons and the
Canadian Security Intelligence
Service would be excluded from
the ombudsman’s statutory duty
to review contracts for “fairness,
openness and transparency.”

Faustino Vinluan, a 72-yearold Filipino immigrant living
in Surrey, died of lung cancer
while his brothers waited for
visitor visas. Vinluan had hoped
to spend his final months in the
company of his brothers, but
their visas were denied based
on fears the brothers would try
to stay indefinitely in Canada.
An Algerian refugee who has
lived in sanctuary in a Montreal
church for more than two years
launched a hip-hop album.
Abdelkader Belaouni collaborated with Muslim-American
rapper 23 (Tu-Three). “This is
one of the rare opportunities
that Abdelkader has to express
himself to the outside world,
having been stuck between
four walls for over two years,”
explained Mostafa Henaway
from the Committee to Support
Abdelkader Belaouni.

Wiradjuri elder Neville Williams and other Indigenous leaders from
the South Pacific travelled to Canada to confront Barrick Gold
and to demand compensation from shareholders for human rights
abuses.
Allan Cedillo Lissner
uniformed doctors and nurses,
white UN Toyota Land Cruisers,
and a group of Japanese
diplomats inspecting the camp.
Ten minutes down the road, in
the town of Kyauktan, hundreds
of people line the riverbank
“in living conditions scarcely
superior to those of animals.”
Local monks provide the only
institutional help available to
these refugees and hundreds of
them sheltered in the monastery’s prayer hall until government authorities forced them
out. Only seven United Nations
representatives have managed
to make their way through red

natural disaster in Burmese
history.
The
Harper
government
announced a plan to deploy
teams to foreign countries to
research elaborately staged
phony weddings. The Department of Citizenship and Immigration said that some people
are using ‘marriages of convenience’ to settle in Canada.
Stephen Harper and his cabinet
have exempted contracts with
Parliament and Canada’s spy
agency from oversight by a new
ombudsman’s post. Opposi-

The Lubicon People were
denied participation in the
Alberta Utilities Commission
hearing on TransCanada’s
application to build a major
gas pipeline across unceded
Lubicon territory.
American folk singer, song
writer and champion of the
working class Bruce “U. Utah”
Phillips died in his sleep at
the age of 73. After first being
diagnosed with congestive heart
disease in 1995 Phillips wrote,
“Don’t give our world up. It
needs to grow, yes – but subtly,
out, through, under, quietly,
like water eroding stone, subversive, alive, happy.”
Puvirnituk, an Inuit village
in Nunavik, is suffering from a
housing crisis. With a growing
population of 1,500 and only a
few hundred homes available,
residents say the shortage is

3

fueling violence, substance
abuse and death; 2008 has
brought five suicides in as many
months.
Hundreds of labour activists
attended a Blue Jays game at
» continued on page 20
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The Art of Walking

Art project creates blisters and generates curiosity
by Sue Johnson
On July 15, 2007, Eryn
Foster started her vacation predictably enough: by walking out
of her Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
home and locking the door.
Her destination of Sackville,
New Brunswick lay a couple
of hundred kilometres away,
or about a two-hour drive. But
rather than throw a suitcase
into the back seat of her car,
Foster threw a backpack on
and started the first day of New
Canadian Pilgrimages.
Vigorous exercise, mild
impoverishment, dirtiness–not
everyone’s idea of the perfect
way to spend a vacation. “I was
just feeling, like, ‘I am so tired
of working in an office all day...I
want to just walk–for weeks,
just walk,’” explains Foster, a
visual artist and the director
of Eyelevel Gallery in Halifax.
For those who feel they spend
too much time slumped over a
computer, it’s easy to sympathize with her urge to literally
walk away. But unlike many
sufferers of office malaise,
Foster wasn’t paralyzed by her
inaction. She rang up Struts
Gallery in Sackville and began
to publicize New Canadian Pilgrimages (NCP) as part of the
Ok. Quoi?! Contemporary Arts
Festival. NCP was now an event
and everyone was invited.
Marking
uncharted
territory by foot through rural
New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia may have a certain rustic,
romantic appeal, but the reality
of walking for three weeks
straight with a 20-lb backpack
is punishing, unnerving and
lonely. Although Foster allowed
participants to join NCP for
however long they wanted (after
all, not everyone can take three
weeks off at a time), Michael
Waterman and his 15-year-old
son Nic boldly signed on for the
entire duration.
“I’ve done hiking and back-

packing trips in the past,” says
Waterman Sr., “so when Eryn
told me about this project, I was
immediately interested. There
was a lot of time to be with my
own thoughts, which weren’t
bound by the time and space
we were travelling through.”
Wandering gave respite to
their minds and spirits, but
Foster and her companions
also became intimate with the
physical suffering that’s central
to the traditional pilgrimage.
“The blisters were relentless,”
says Foster, “but I actually
got into the pain part of it and
learned how to take a lot of
Ibuprofen, while also tricking
my mind into thinking it wasn’t
so bad.”
While New Canadian Pilgrimages shares the physical
tribulation, introspection and
need for adequate footwear
that goes along with such wellknown pilgrimage routes as
the Appalachian Trail in the
US, or the Camino de Santiago
in Spain, it diverges in the
specifics. There is no trail infrastructure, except for highways
and rural routes built primarily
for vehicular traffic, and the
walk does not adhere to any
static geographic location or
“sacred path.” Planned as a
yearly event, Foster wants NCP
to be an evolving series of performances about walking. Each
year the route, participants and
art generated about the subject
will vary.
As Foster got used to
explaining to curious onlookers,
the pilgrimage isn’t “for
anything.” She’s not raising
money for a cause and by traditional pilgrimage standards, it’s
quite secular: no martyrdom or
“deal with God” involved. Foster
was mainly walking to test an
idea, generate new ones and
explore the unexpected. “My
walk to Sackville was a research
project, to see what it would be
like to walk a pilgrimage,” she

The walk was mainly walking to test an idea, generate new ones and
explore the unexpected.
Michael Waterman
explains. “I spent a lot of time
thinking: ‘Is this art? How could
I make this art?’”
One way Foster transformed her pilgrimage into art
was by staging performances
and interventions en route. In
“Laundry Line,” for example,
Foster and Waterman hung a
clothesline between themselves
and dried their clothes on it as
they walked. “The intention
was to create a rupture of some
sort,” says Foster, “something
unusual or slightly absurd to
draw attention to our walking,
and as a way to creatively
interact with each other as we
walked.”
“I think artists and other
creative people have been
using walking as a way to think,

create, make, contemplate for a
millennium,” says Foster. “I was
really interested in the idea of
having a mobile studio as well,
to get away from being in front
of a computer all the time.” As it
turns out, Foster has joined an
active and expanding international artistic community. From
September 17 to November 2,
2007, the Banff Centre for the
Arts hosted the “Walking and
Art Residency,” which featured
the collaboration of over
25 different artists, writers,
curators and theorists working
in all media. The similarly titled
“Walking Project,” hosted by
the University of Michigan and
the University of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa, also brought
» continued on page 18
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has withstood life’s inclement
weather and will live to withstand
more. In addition to carefully
wrought images and phrases,
Wickers is adept with sound;
in the lyric “A Seashell From
the Seychelles,” the ‘s’ sounds
mimic the sea, and the resulting
miasma of sound and meaning
is beautiful. Wickers shines
when he’s being ostentatiously
humorous, as in “Marginal
Questions,
Winter,
English
101, Frost.” The poem riffs off

questions a teacher might ask
students – mentally and verbally
– while teaching Frost’s famous
poem: “Who owns the woods –
in which of several senses?/ do
you own property have you ever
tended to animals.” These poems
span the pains and joys of life
while reflecting on what it is to
be human.

Brian Wickers
Mansfield Press

This
book
offers
readers
something
remarkable:
the
chance to engage with a captivating voice and enlist the experience and lifetime observations
of an extremely erudite and
affable poet. Here we have a
complicated and finely textured
emotional landscape of ex-wives
and teenage daughters, elderly
fathers and the children who
look after them. There is a solid
quality to the voice in these
poems, a sense that the speaker

The Evergreen Country: A
Memoir of Vietnam

As a child in Hanoi and later
a student in Saigon, VuongRiddick witnessed Vietnam’s
turbulent changes in the second
half of the 20th century. Historically under French colonial rule,
Vietnam was occupied by Japan
during World War II, then reoccupied by France, only to be split
in two after Communist rebels
led by Ho Chi Minh captured
Hanoi. The Evergreen Country
is Vuong-Riddick’s vivid memoir

of these times, brimming with
historical, cultural and personal
insights. The tone is straightforward: events are presented
chronologically, with occasional
welcome asides to describe
relevant cultural details or social
practices, including feet binding,
teeth dyeing, betel chewing,
and the use of the “shame pole”
to punish immodesty. VuongRiddick casts both sides of the
political conflict in a suspicious

and violent light, and only
hints at where her biases may
lie. Vuong-Riddick is a likeable
narrator, and we become interested in her personal growth and
family, even as we’re drawn into
the larger historical narrative.
Despite the ever-present tension
of war, what emerges from the
book is a colourful picture of a
vibrant and dynamic country.

First short story collections often
possess a restless quality, as the
developing writer casts out his or
her net as widely as possible to
determine just what sits within
reach. In Blackouts, individual
sentences often show signs of
overextension, falling into the
kind of exploratory wordiness
that signals a young writer
straining to broaden or discover
the range of his abilities. Occasionally this effect works:
“It sounded like a word she’d
borrowed from her husband, the

psychiatrist, the psychologist,
whatever.” As this sentence from
“Black Ink” presses outward,
each word becomes essential
to one character’s conception
of another: first a tossed off
statement of designation, then
a frustrated amendment, and
finally exasperation. At other
moments, the unchecked forward
momentum weakens the impact
of some of the poetic passages.
Subtle differences between the
modifiers
notwithstanding,
sentences like “Science pursues

truth impersonally, dispassionately, disinterestedly,” from “In
the Dark,” would benefit from
greater concision. The stories
in Blackouts are extraordinarily
varied in style and subject matter.
Given the ambition of this collection, it may only be a matter of
more time spent in the workshop
for Boyko’s trials to yield major
results.

D.M. Bryan’s first novel is a
marvel. From the first few sentences—“Take it on trust—the
moment’s a bad one. Not Greek
tragedy, but ordinary doctor’s
office despair, regular as a diagrammed digestive system”– the
narrative voice jerks us awake.
Bryan has taken a classic character–the harassed mother of small
children overwhelmed with noise,
sleeplessness and loneliness–
and, with the use of a judiciously

chosen device, both heightened
and deflated its pathos. Gerbil
Mother is narrated from the
point of view of a foetus, which
is unusual in itself, but Bryan has
gone one better and made this
foetus a bully. The foetus tells us
from the beginning “I see at once
what a bad mother we have,”
and it takes us several chapters
to realize how unreliable this
narrator is. This judgement
mimics the actual voice a selfish

toddler might use were it capable
of eloquent expression, and
the effect is startling. Bryan’s
language is sophisticated and
vigorous, and every paragraph
pops with images like this one:
“Ref in a dirty diaper, shaking
the ropes of the ring. The crib.” A
tough and imaginative debut.

Stations of the Lost

–Matthew J. Trafford

–Sam Fraser

Thuong Vuong-Riddick
Hagios

Blackouts
Craig Boyko
McClelland and Stewart

Gerbil Mother
D.M. Bryan
NeWest Press

–Bob Kotyk

–Linda Besner

Review Editor: Linda Besner, ljbsnr@mta.ca
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Coup d’État in Indian Country

Barriere Lake traditional leadership ousted by the Canadian government
by Martin Lukacs
Marylynn
Pouchachie
thought the video camera her
mother-in-law purchased with
residential school compensation money was the perfect gift
for building the family album.
But when a massive Quebec
police force pepper-sprayed
and billy clubbed their way
through her small Algonquin
community,
enforcing
the
federal government’s March 10
decision to oust the traditional
Chief and Council and appoint a
small faction as the leadership,
she took on the new documentary subject with bitter irony.
“It’s just another one of the
government tactics we’ve had
to face,” said Pouchachie, while
showing me film of the arrests
of ten people, including her
husband. The group was protesting the return of Casey Ratt,
recognized by the Canadian
government as the new Chief
of Barriere Lake, despite their
already having a Chief and
Council in place.
The regime change has left
the community of 450, located
three hours north of Ottawa,
in a political crisis. Pouchachie
and others allege that the
government is trying to can
a co-management agreement
Barriere Lake signed with
Canada and Quebec nearly
twenty years ago – and which
has yet to be implemented.
Under the agreement, Barriere
Lake would gain a decisive say
in the management of their
traditional territories, benefit
from the forestry industry, and
preserve their traditional way
of life.
Pierre Nepton, the Associate
Director of the Regional Office of
Indian Affairs, which is funded
by the Canadian government,
emphasized that the government did not intervene.
Unlike most other reservations, which are mandated

Protesting in Barriere Lake on March 12.
under the Indian Act to select
leadership through elections,
Barriere Lake’s leadership is
selected through customary
laws. In January, Pouchachie
says a small faction of
community members organized
a separate leadership selection
process and then sought recognition from the government.
“We were satisfied by their
leadership process, and we recognized the [new] council,” said
Nepton. “I want to emphasize
that the decision was made by
the community.”
But ousted Customary
Chief Benjamin Nottaway, who
maintains the majority of the
community does not support
the new Chief, believes Nepton

Marylynn Poucachiche

has other motivations for recognizing the new leadership.
“We think the two groups
[department of Indian Affairs
and the small faction] are collaborating,” he said. “The two
sides want to cut a new deal
for programs and services that
ignores the previous agreements we’ve signed.”

In the 1980s, unrestrained
clear-cut logging and the
depletion of game stock within
Quebec’s La Vérendrye Provincial Park – a park that covers
part of the Algonquin’s traditional territories - threatened
the harvesting lines where
Barriere
Lake
community
members continue to hunt and
trap.
Their initial protests were
ignored, but after blockading
logging roads under the leadership of their Customary Chief
Jean-Maurice
Matchewan,
Canada and Quebec signed the
Trilateral Agreement in 1991.
The Trilaterial Agreement
is a forestry co-management
and sustainable development
plan for 10,000 square kilometres of the Algonquin’s traditional territories, praised by the
United Nations as a “trailblazer”
and recommended by the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples as a model for resolving
resource conflicts.
Just before the Trilateral’s
implementation
in
2001, however, Indian Affairs
Minister Robert Nault pulled
out. Nault said the process had
dragged on for too long and cost
too much.
The regional economy
draws $100 million annually
through
logging,
hydroelectricity, and tourism from
the surrounding land, but the
Algonquin, who live in mouldy,
overcrowded housing without
electricity from the hydro-grid,
have yet to receive a cent.
Disputed leadership

The “trailblazing”
agreement
In 1961, a priest and the
Quebec government negotiated
Barriere Lake’s 59-acre reservation, which rests on badly
eroded sand near a reservoir
that flooded the land decades
earlier.

The lack of progress on the
agreement has fueled increasingly acrimonious divisions
over leadership.
“I’m trying to pick up
after the former council,” said
new chief Casey Ratt, who has
already started negotiating an
» continued on page 15
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The construction of the Olympic Village in Downtown Vancouver could provide valuable social housing units after the completion of the
2010 Vancouver games. So far, however, efforts by local coalitions to promote this plan have proved unsuccessful.

Downtown Eastside’s Poverty Olympics
by Goh Iromoto
On February 3, 2008, the
first annual Poverty Olympics
were held at the Carnegie Library
in Vancouver's Downtown
Eastside. Just in time for the
two-year countdown to the
2010 Winter Games, the event
was held to inform international
media of the current poverty
and homelessness situation
in Vancouver. Despite being
described as a "massive crisis"
by UN observer Miloon Kothari
in 2007, the city and province
have done very little to rectify
the numerous humanitarian
issues that have become more

pressing with the arrival of the
global mega-event. Already,
several residential hotels have
been bought out by developing
companies and rising rental
costs have displaced hundreds.
The Poverty Olympics
was organized by a coalition of
community groups and organisations. Instead of launching off
ski slopes, the Poverty Olympics
featured Welfare Hurdles, the
Poverty-Line High Jump, and
Long Jumps over BedbugInfested Mattresses.
For additional photos, visit
dominionpaper.ca

Despite all his efforts, Disabled Joe doesn’t quite make it over the
poverty line.
Not only are marginalized
populations in Vancouver not
benefiting from the Games,
they are being displaced by new
policies targeted at "cleaning
up" Vancouver in time for 2010.

Many suffer financially, such as Steven, who has a hard time getting
through the welfare hurdles. Barriers to getting welfare include
the two-year independence test, the three-week work search,
employment plans, web orientation, lack of transportation and
inordinate documentation demands.

Wendy Pedersen and the
Carnegie Community Action
Project sing their rendition of
‘Oh Canada!’ which declares
“that [BC’s] 40 million [dollar]
surplus could end poverty now!”
Instead, surplus spending has
been re-directed from social
housing promises. “We want the
world to know that Vancouver
and B.C. have world-class
poverty and homelessness.”
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Canadian mining firm involved in “economic forced displacement” in Colombia
by Micheál Ó Tuathail
MANIZALES, COLOMBIA –
Uncertainty prevails on the
cobbled streets of Marmato – a
small mining town of some
8,000 souls clinging to the side
of El Burro, a mountain in the
Colombian Andes. For more
than 500 years, ‘subsistence’
gold mining created a distinct
community that based its living,
traditions, and legends deep in
the mountain’s dank corridors.
Mining the gold of Marmato
defines
the
Marmateño
condition. Five years ago, its
roots were shaken, however,
when the Compañía Mineras de
Caldas, a subsidiary of Torontobased Colombia Goldfields
Limited, began its project of
consolidating ownership of
the mountain, leading to what
many call the “economic forced
displacement” of Marmato
and the social eradication of a
working community.
Colombia Goldfields, the
company’s website announces,
is “rediscovering the land of the
golden mountain” through two
major projects in the region; the
Marmato Development Project
and the Caramanta Exploration
Project, located approximately
seven kilometres apart, hold at
least 5.3 million ounces (over
150 tonnes) of gold.
Historical and Cultural Site
or “World-class Asset”?
There is more to Marmato
than gold, however. In 1982,
the Colombian government recognized the town as a national
historic site, due to its centuriesold mining tradition and unique
history and culture.
The first to mine El Burro
were
indigenous
peoples,
including
Cartamas
and
Quimbayas. Later, the Spanish
Conquest brought to Marmato
the first African slaves through
the port of Cartagena. In 1825,
the liberator Simón Bolívar
conceded the mines to England

as collateral for loans that
would fund the war of independence from Spain. Marmato
holds a celebrated place in Latin
America’s history.
The distinct Marmateño
condition courses through the
veins bored through El Burro.
The life of the miners, characterized by the eternal darkness
of the mines, the ever-presence
of death, and the constant drone
of the mills, has influenced the
imaginations of distinguished
Marmateño writers and poets,
such as Iván Cocherín.
Historical and cultural
importance aside, Colombia
Goldfields’ literature portrays
Marmato as “a world-class asset”
and their “latest success story.”
In the Medellín newspaper El
Colombiano, the project merited
the description “the Cerrejón of
gold,” a reference to the world’s
largest open-pit mine located
on Colombia’s north coast, controversial because of its environmental costs and the violent
displacement of communities
that preceded development.
The same article claims
that an open-pit gold mine
at Marmato would be “one of
the largest in South America,”
requiring the removal of
“between 30,000 and 60,000
tonnes of earth daily in order
to produce 250,000 ounces of
gold annually.” The operation
would exploit in 20 years what
small miners could in 200.
While
small
mining
practices are notorious for their
use of harmful chemicals such
as cyanide, open-pit mines are
environmental disaster zones,
according to critics, who say
they bring limited short-term
employment and leave behind
gigantic holes in the ground
where communities once lived.
The Colombian government is actively supporting
large mining operations, which
it claims bring foreign investment to a country where armed
conflict and the threat of Latin
America’s
longest-surviving

After a 2006 landslide ripped through Marmato’s historic centre, the
government has been promoting the displacement of the entire town
to the neighbouring community of El Llano.
Micheál Ó Tuathail
guerrilla insurgency, the FARC
(Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia), has kept many
investors away. Since his inauguration in 2002, Colombian
President Álvaro Uribe Vélez
has made it his personal crusade
to portray to foreign investors
and the world that he has the
Colombian insurgency on the
run.
A strong military presence
throughout the country and probusiness legislation have made
the Uribe government the star
champion of neoliberal reforms
in Latin America. The Mining
Code of 2001, for example,

includes shockingly low four
per cent royalty rates. Further
business-friendly reforms are
currently awaiting approval in
Congress, and free trade negotiations with the US, Canada
and the Scandinavian countries
are in full swing. The message
to investors is clear: Colombia
is open for business.
The Shock of Cold,
Hard Cash
Colombia
Goldfields
arrived in Marmato approxi» continued on page 16
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Maoists return to the democratic process
by Matthew Howard
Communism in Nepal is
not a new concept. Nepal’s first
communist party was created
in 1949 and communism
has shaped the history of the
country ever since. In 1994,
a coalition government came
together to form one of the few
elected national communistparty governments in history.
The breakdown of this coalition
led to the death of 13,000
Nepalese in a brutal decadelong civil war.
Often portrayed as brainwashed savages holding onto
an anachronistic ideology, the
Nepalese Maoist movement
receives virtually no Western
media attention unless blood is
shed in the name of the cause.
Nepal’s recent election has
given Western media another
reason to focus on the Nepalese
Maoist movement.
On April 10, the Communist
Party Nepal-Maoist (CPN-M)
won a majority of seats in
Nepal’s election. The victory
has been seen as a cause for
alarm for the Bush administration, which sent both military
and financial aid to the former
Nepalese government in order
to fight the Maoist insurgency.
Before the election, in
November of 2007, I was
brought to a rural Maoist village
where I had the opportunity to
talk with Maoist leaders and
locals. I was able to see the
human side of the civil war in
Nepal as well as the grassroots
organization of Nepal’s Maoist
party.
The rise of the CPN-M is
a success story for grassroots
movements. On February 13,
1996, Maoists began what is
known as the “People’s War”
by taking control of the Small
Farmers Development Bank
in Gorkha. Bank workers
were overpowered late one
night, leading to a takeover of
the building, the burning of
loan papers and a speech that

A villager in Nepal. The grassroots success of the Communist Party Nepal-Maoist relies on support from
rural areas of Nepal.
Matthew Howard
described the bank as an instrument of exploitation used by
the state. After a brief parting
speech, the Maoists left. Thus
marked the beginning of the
People’s War.
Most
peasants
who
witnessed the takeover had no
idea who these rebels were,
but understood their message
and shared their anger. Many
villagers were subjugated to
cast, ethnic, linguistic and
gender injustices and became
sympathetic to the Maoist
cause.
The CPN-M held political
gatherings throughout the
People’s War. The message
espoused by Maoists not only
spoke to the outrage felt by the
villagers throughout the countryside, but did so in the local
dialect. The Maoists respected
the local languages, customs
and beliefs of various tribes

and promised to bring about a
secular, democratic state with
safeguards for minority rights
including language protection.
Women also played a vital role
in the movement.
It was in the mountainous villages of Lamjung on
the border of Gorkha where I
was introduced to the Maoists’
way of life and the hardships
they face. I was first taken to
my friend Nanda’s village. The
village is ethnically Mongolian
and residents hold both
Buddhist and Hindu religious
beliefs.
The murder of journalist
Birendra Shah at the hand of
Maoist card holders occurred
only one month before my visit.
The Federation of Nepalese
Journalists had released a
statement in the Kathmandu
Post warning journalist not
to meet with Maoists due to

safety concerns. I departed
from tourist friendly Pokorah
on a seven-hour bus trip and
was dropped off on the side of a
windy, mountainous road. Two
jeep rides and a two-hour hike
landed us in Nanda’s village.
It is hard to describe the
stunning natural beauty and
sense of community one feels
when entering such a village.
Nanda had recently been paid
and we spent the better part of
our first day visiting villagers
and distributing gifts and
money. In the days that followed
I travelled to surrounding
villages and was taken aback by
the communal way of living and
property sharing embedded in
the culture. Hiking from village
to village the sense of collectivism was ubiquitous.
Although the people I met
» continued on page 17
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A review of Peter Hallward’s Damming the Flood: Haiti, Aristide, and the Politics of Containment
by Stuart Neatby
The story of the international community’s role in Haiti
over the last four years has
been told almost solely through
global independent
media
networks and by the alternative press. For Canadians, the
story of their government’s
leading role in the planning,
funding and military execution
of the 2004 coup d’état that
removed democratically-elected
President
Jean-Bertrand
Aristide reached its audience as
a result the meticulous, diligent,
and usually unpaid work of
independent journalists and
researchers. Meanwhile, the
mainstream media, as well as
the vast majority of academia,
remained utterly silent during
the human rights catastrophe
that followed the coup. The
recent reportage of the food riots
across Haiti–riots that were
clearly directed against the UN’s
presence as much as against the
inaction of the Preval government in halting the rise in food
prices–exhibited the amnesic
symptoms consistent with the
international community’s role
in the 2004 coup.
The media blackout surrounding the bloodbath that
followed the 2004 coup d’état in
Haiti–and particularly Canada’s
clear complicity (to the point of
paying the salaries of officials
within the coup government)–
has thus far been countered by
frontline research carried out by
several Canadian, Haitian and
US independent journalists,
such as Anthony Fenton, Yves
Engler, Jeb Sprague, Isabelle
Macdonald, Andrea Schmidt,
Darren Ell, Kevin Pina and Jean
Ristil. However, until now no
single author has managed to
piece together a comprehensive account of exactly how the
coup of 2004 was carried out,
who the actors were in Haiti

and internationally, what its
effects have been, and how the
Lavalas movement of JeanBertrand Aristide has managed
to weather the violence of this
period.*
Peter Hallward’s Damming
the Flood does exactly this.
Hallward’s account of how the
international community pulled
off the “most successful act of
imperial sabotage since the end
of the cold war” is a brilliant,
comprehensive and courageous
piece of modern history. It is
also a first-rate piece of journalism.
Like many of the indepen-

*Thomas Griffin’s horrifying and far too often overlooked human rights
report, Haiti Human Rights Investigation: November 14-21, 2004 deserves
an honourable mention as the closest candidate so far.

dent journalists mentioned
above, Hallward’s interest in
Haiti began with the 2004 coup.
But, as Damming the Flood
chronicles, the 2004 coup was
not the first regime change in
Haiti. Aristide, a Catholic priest
whose religious teachings were
steeped in the theology of liberation, was deposed in 1991,
less than a year after his overwhelming victory in Haiti’s 1990
elections. These elections ended
decades of US-backed military
dictatorship. (Unsurprisingly,
the coup was backed financially
by the first Bush administration.) The ensuing three-year
period was characterized by
a campaign of terror directed
against Haiti’s poorest neigh-

bourhoods. By 1994, President
Clinton, in need of a foreign
policy success story after spearheading a disastrous international intervention in Somalia,
militarily re-instated Aristide.
Aristide was forced to agree
to conditions, most notably
that his government adopt
widely unpopular IMF-oriented
economic reforms and that
Haiti’s moneyed elite–many of
whom had supported Aristide’s
deposition–retain positions of
power. Haiti’s democratic government then adopted many
unpopular free market reforms–
whose fallout in the agricultural
sector is evident today–but also
managed to dismantle Haiti’s
hated military. The 10-year
period that followed, from 1994
to 2004, saw an unprecedented
drop in human rights abuses
throughout the country and a
modest investment in social
programs.
Perhaps as a result of his
widespread appeal among
Haiti’s poor, whose newfound
influence upon Haiti’s government enraged and terrified
the country’s elite, Aristide
remained a deeply unpopular
and vilified figure among foreign
policy-makers in the United
States, Canada, the European
Union, and even the UN.
Hallward notes in his
introduction that the book
is a response to the “striking
difference between the international reactions to the two
anti-Aristide coups of 1991 and
2004.” According to Hallward,
the 2004 coup represented the
“most successful exercise of
neo-imperial sabotage since the
toppling of Nicaragua’s Sandinistas in 1990.” Hallward also
writes that the international
campaign of demonization of
Aristide in the years leading up
to the coup was “one of the most
successful propaganda episodes
of modern times,” a media coup
on par with the acceptance by
» continued on page 18

Agriculture

The Dominion, June 2008 — Issue #51

Golden Opportunity for Abandoned Farms

11

Organic beekeepers’ co-op fighting to keep Cape Breton free of varroa mite
by Frank MacDonald
Organic beekeepers on
Cape Breton Island are responding quickly in an effort to ensure
the island remains free from
the spread of the varroa mite, a
suspect in the epidemic called
Colony
Collapse
Disorder.
Last winter, Colony Collapse
Disorder affected between 50
and 90 per cent of commercial bee colonies in the United
States. In Canada, 30 per cent
of commercial colonies were
killed off.
With bees responsible for
as much as 30 per cent of our
food needs, the consequences of
the varroa mite and the colony
collapses constitute a looming
disaster, and a Cape Breton beekeeping organization is making
an effort to keep the island free
of those destructive forces.
The Cape Breton Organic
Beekeepers Co-op (CBOBC) is
currently taking steps to keep
Cape Breton varroa mite-free,
and potentially will soon be the
only mite-free area in Canada
or North America, explained
CBOBC
president,
Dennis
Laffan of North River Bridge.
Laffan credits another
beekeeper, Cyril Welsh, with
fostering the idea following two
reported incidents of varroa
mite on the island. “That was
a clarion call to action. We had
to do something right away
because Cape Breton is one
place in the world that has not
been affected.”
Beekeepers in Cape Breton
have been receiving their hive
stock from two experienced beekeepers on the island. “Pretty
much everyone got started by
them and they always had clean
stock,” said Laffan.
The situation began when
the senior beekeepers retired
and two blueberry growers used
imported bees from mainland
Nova Scotia to pollinate the
blueberry fields, resulting in
two reported incidents of varroa
mite last year. The beekeep-

Bees.
ers’ response was immediate,
Laffan said. One keeper burned
his hives. The other destroyed
affected bees and has been
monitoring the rest.
“We knew we had to get
organized to keep free of the
varroa mite or it would destroy
beekeeping,”
Laffan
said,
pointing out just how destructive the mite can be on the
industry. In Western Canada,
he said, beekeepers raising
conventional honey receive 60
cents a pound for their honey.
In Cape Breton, organic beekeepers receive $4.50 a pound.
There are just 20 members
in the Cape Breton Organic
Beekeepers Co-op, but Laffan
and fellow co-op member Jean
Timmons of Coady Road in
Margaree Forks believes that
the industry can be increased
to a hundred or more keepers,
especially if the island can be
kept free of the varroa mite.
None of the Co-op members
import queens or packages

wolfpix (creative commons 2.0)

of bees from off Cape Breton
Island.
“Cape Breton is really on the
edge of the bee world,” Laffan
explained. “This is the northern
frontier economically. It’s really
the last place where beekeeping
has a financial reward. Various
beekeepers have made a good
living here but those people are
retiring.
“Our objective is to have
every beekeeper on the island
associated with us for the simple
reason that if we have one
renegade beekeeper bringing in
bees from outside, it threatens
us all.”
One of the strengths of Cape
Breton as an ideal location for
organic beekeeping, explained
Timmons, is found in the
unfortunate failure of so many
farms in Cape Breton. “Because
farming has been in decline,
a lot of the fields have had no
pesticides. Along the Margaree
River, very little pesticides have
been used. It is an ideal world

for beekeeping.”
The local beekeepers say
that in other areas, besides
raising bees for honey, people
rent their hives out for pollination, which helps spread Colony
Collapse Disorder. It is a hive
disaster that has been slowly
making its way towards Canada.
The disorder puts stress on
the bees, causing losses in the
millions in the United States.
Coupled with the varroa mite,
which is a carrier for many
other diseases, the danger to
local beekeeping operations
exists, unless the response is
fast and total.
“It wouldn’t be hard to
contain the varroa mite on Cape
Breton with a strict protocol,”
Laffan said. That protocol
would require monitoring very,
very closely, hives brought in
from the mainland by blueberry
growers, a situation that will
continue to exist until the Cape
» continued on page 13
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The first interview with KI political prisoner Cecilia Begg
by Jon Thompson
Cecilia Begg is the Head
Councillor
of
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI)
First Nation. She is the lone
female in what has come to be
known as the KI6, a group of
six KI community leaders who
blockaded a mining company
from its licensed operations
on their traditional territory
in Northwestern Ontario. In
March, the community leaders
were sentenced to six months
for contempt of court.
On April 2, journalist Jon
Thompson spoke with Begg at
the prison in Kenora, Ontario.
During her first interview since
her incarceration, Begg spoke
about the road that led to her
arrest, the reasons she is fighting
the development, and the path
that she hopes will emerge from
her imprisonment.
[Ed. note: The KI6 were
temporarily released from jail
on May 28, 2008. Christopher
Reid, their legal counsel, told
journalists: “The decision [on
Friday] changes nothing. The
only way these people are going
to be able to get out of jail, stay
out of jail, is if the government
of Ontario recognizes the right
of these communities to say no
to mining on their land…”]
Jon Thompson: The land
entitlement claim that
KI filed back in 2000
had been licensed to
junior mining company
Platinex. Did that claim
have anything to do
with the fact that the
government licensed a
mining operation on the
traditional territory of
your people?
Cecilia Begg: We’re still
trying to get the Treaty Land
Entitlement (TLE). That was
one of the things we asked for.
A solution has to accommodate
[the government] revoking the

Five of the KI6. Cecilia Begg, being held in a Kenora jail, was the lone woman arrested and hasn’t been
able to speak to the men who are incarcerated in Thunder Bay.
FreeKI6.ca
license to Platinex.
How do you feel it would
affect your community if
the Platinex mine were to
go ahead?
From the way things are, it
would be a drastic change for our
community. It would endanger
the animals, our tradition and
the culture of our people.
On September 24th,
2007, Platinex company
employees were met at the
KI airport by members of
the community. They then
charged you and the others
with contempt, which you
did not defend in court.
What really happened that
day?
They [Platinex Employees]
came into town and they were
going to set up an office in the
community and then fly into
the site. They were there to do
what they called archeological
studies. We had been saying
no all along and they came
anyway.

They were met outside the
plane and told they weren’t
welcome in the community;
that we were adamant about
fighting for our land. They
finally left later in the day. I
left that morning for a meeting
down south but I was in the
party that blockaded their entry
to our land.
You’re a mother, a
grandmother, and a great
grandmother. A lot of
the mobilization around
your political struggle has
related to your being a
woman. Can you explain
the connection?
Three years ago, I decided that if
it came to doing a jail sentence
to defend our land, I would. I
could have got out of it. When
we were first sentenced, I met
with [Nishinawbe Aski Nation
Grand Chief] Stan Beardy and
[Assembly of First Nations
National Chief] Phil Fontaine.
They were concerned that I
was the only female serving a
jail term and that maybe their
lawyers could work towards

an appeal process. But since
I’m the only female, I felt the
importance to go through with
it and I wanted to stand by my
original decision until such time
as we get a positive answer to
what we’re asking for.
In our culture, it’s important
to show respect to the females.
They are the ones who are
mothers, grandmothers, greatgrandmothers, elders. You go
on with things in that process.
We’re doing this on behalf of
the ladies back home. They play
an important role.
The women of Nishinawbe
Aski Nation’s Women’s
Council are fasting today
to raise attention to your
story. They’re saying that
in jailing you and the other
imprisoned leaders, the
Ontario government is
creating heroes. How do
you feel about that?
I don’t know. My being in jail
fighting for what I believe is
ours…our rights, our land, for
future generations. It’s not
about me, it’s about the people
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back home. I appreciate their
support…and the support from
all over.
I want people back home
to know that I’m doing alright.
I have the support and prayers
of many. In our culture it’s
encouraged to put the creator
ahead of everything. That’s
what I believe in.
Did you see the
demonstration marching
by the jail last Saturday
for you?
The glass is real thick upstairs
so we couldn’t get a clear
view but we could hear the
drumming and we could see
the colours and that there were
many people. That meant a
lot to me, especially seeing so
many people from back home
who were able to join the rally.
One of the concerns
from John Cutfeet [who
negotiated on behalf of
KI] was that the 2006
court ruling required the
government to consult
First Nations before
companies could begin
operations. In his words
to me last summer, “First
Nations gained the right
to sit at the table, but they
don’t have the right to
leave the table.” To him,
that wasn’t legitimate
consultation. What needs
to be included in the
consultation process that
is not included now?
To go back to square one and
ensure the proper steps are
taken this time. There has to
be changes. We have to be
properly notified if there are
even surveys going on. That
has to happen before anything
happens. The camps up North,
there are signs of the land
being staked. Land is being
surveyed over the summer and
winter with no consultation.
Our treaty rights have to be
respected.
In an interview with

“Bees,” continued from page 11 »
Aboriginal People’s
Television News, new
provincial Aboriginal
Affairs Minister
Michael Bryant said the
government is working to
overturn the decision that
put you in prison, and that
the crown had never asked
for imprisonment. What
does that support mean to
you and what do you think
is going to happen?

Breton organic industry reaches
the numbers of hives needed
for both honey and pollination
success.
Currently, the organic
Co-op’s
membership
has
approximately 100 hives. To
meet both the need for honey
production and pollination,
Laffan and Timmons estimate
that 1,000 hives will need to be
nurtured on the island.

them for the presence of varroa
mite. They would also watch for
bees that may split themselves
off from the hives to form new
swarms, and they would watch
those swarms closely.
The project would involve
having a full-time beekeeper
dealing with the varroa mite
and controlling the swarms. The
Cape Breton growers would also
make a commitment to monitor

I’m not sure. I’ve been talking
with people from back home
and what the minister is passing
on is not entirely true. They say
he lied about the number of
times he has been there. Once,
he made a press release prior
to coming to our community
saying that we’re coming to
some sort of an agreement.
We hadn’t reached any sort
of agreement with him. That
didn’t sit well with us.
What do you think is going
to happen at the end of
your sentence?
I’m just taking it a day at a time,
trying to get as much information as I can from back home.
It’s a long process, trying to
get information. I haven’t been
able to speak with the other
men [imprisoned in Thunder
Bay] until today. We’re encouraging each other by knowing
we’re doing fine. That’s all we
can do.
Is there any chance that
there could be any sort
of agreement with the
company?
At the moment, the answer is
still no. We haven’t changed.
It will be up to the future generations and future leaders
to allow or not allow development. We’re not for or against
development but there’s too
much at stake and we have to
get our community ready for
that. It will be up to the future
generation and we can’t foresee
what they will need. We’re
keeping the land for them.

Honey bees at the entrance of a hive.
The organic keeping of
bees, along with having pesticide-free fields, also requires a
major “priming of the organic
pump.” While organic beekeepers in Cape Breton are receiving
an impressive price for their
honey, they only harvest half
the honey in each hive, leaving
the rest for the bees to feed
on throughout the winter. In
other commercial practices, all
the honey is removed and the
bees are fed sugar, which both
Laffan and Timmon feel is not
an adequate food source.
“We are trying to put
together a two- to three-year
proposal. We have talked
to blueberry growers and to
their suppliers of bees (on
the mainland), which bring
300-400 hives here for the
blooming season—-usually one
month,” Timmons explained.
“We want to see of we can help
the blueberry growers.”
The CBOBC would like to
see the bees brought to Cape
Breton in enclosed semi-trailers, help co-ordinate where
they would be put, and monitor

Jean Timmons

every hive. Meanwhile, the co-op
would be creating its own hives
and would over time be able to
provide local blueberry growers
with the hives required.
“At that time, we are fairly
confident we could control
the varroa mite,” said Laffan.
“We need to be involved with
the blueberry growers. It’s a
growing industry and if we are
not involved in it, we are not
going to be involved in beekeeping, either.”
If the Cape Breton Organic
Beekeepers Co-op – which is not
in itself certified organic, Laffan
explained, but whose individual
members are – is successful in
its efforts, it foresees a not too
distant time when the island,
clean of varroa mite and Colony
Collapse Disorder, could become
the the continent’s safest source
of queens and bee packages to
beekeepers in other parts of the
North America and the world.
This article was originally
published in The Inverness
Oran, February 27 2008.
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Corporate Rights Trump Indigenous Rights

Litigation targets finances of communities resisting mining
by Kim Petersen
In attempts to skirt constitutionally required consultations with First Nations, mining
corporations are seeking access
to territory by dragging the
process through the Ontario
legal system long enough to
bankrupt cash-strapped First
Nations.
Situated about 580 km
north of Thunder Bay is Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug
First Nation (KIFN; Big Trout
Lake). Despite winning an
important legal victory on
July 28, 2006, in the Ontario
Superior Court – a victory that
forced Ontario mining exploration company Platinex Incorporated to cease drilling operations
in the territory claimed by the
Cree community of 1,300 –
KIFN eventually found itself,
according to its press release
of April 9, $700,000 poorer.
Moreover, Platinex had been
granted a court injunction permitting it to drill on KIFN land
and forbidding residents to
obstruct the company’s operations.
KIFN has withdrawn from
the judicial route and stressed
the necessity of a political
solution. The First Nation is
concerned about the impact
mining operations will have on
their treaty-guaranteed traditional way of life – hunting and
fishing – which is dependent
upon the health of the environment.
In a letter to James Trusler
of Platinex dated November
2, 2007, leaders from KIFN
cautioned:
“Be advised that even as we
write this letter there are Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug
persons on those Customary
Lands carrying out their
trapping, hunting and fishing
activities. Any other land use
activity will be an absolute
interference in their pursuit of
their livelihood.”
No response has been

KI6 demonstrators camp out at Queen’s Park.
forthcoming from Platinex to
confirm whether the community’s “no entry” position will
be respected. Platinex had not
responded to an email inquiry
prior to publication of this
article.
Attempts by Platinex to
enter their traditional territory
were denied by KIFN, and
six leaders from the KIFN
community – Chief Donny
Morris, deputy chief Jack McKay
and four councilors: Samuel
Mckay, Bruce Sakakeep, Darryl
Sainnawap and Cecelia Begg –
were sentenced on March 17 by
Ontario Superior Court justice
Patrick Smith in Thunder Bay
to six months imprisonment for
contempt of court.
The same sentence was
meted out on February 15 by
the Ontario Superior Court in
Kingston to the former chief
of the Ardoch Anishinabek
First Nation (AAFN), Robert
Lovelace, who defied a court

Sylvia Nickerson

order giving privately owned
Frontenac Ventures Corporation access to unceded AAFN
territory at a potential uranium
mining site near Sharbot Lake,
about 30 km west of Perth in
Ontario. KIFN and AAFN say
they stand in solidarity along
with other First Nations against
unwelcome corporate intrusion
on First Nation territory.
In its February 19 press
release, AAFN described the
sentencing of Lovelace as
“a travesty of justice.” The
sentence had a chilling effect on
indigenous protest: co-protesting Shabot Obaadjiwan First
Nation subsequently ended its
protest, and AAFN chief Paula
Sherman – a single mother of
three, wanting to avoid jail time
– ended her protest against
the mine. For AAFN, it is one
in a series of struggles against
interference by the province of
Ontario in AAFN affairs.
In 1979, AAFN fought the

province of Ontario to preserve
indigenous rights to manomin
(wild rice) in the Ardoch area.
In 1995, the First Nation clashed
with Ontario over restricting
indigenous rights to hunting.
The jurisdictional struggle
continues. Ontario refuses to
recognize Anishnabek law.
University of Victoria Law
School professor John Borrows,
who teaches Anishinabek Law,
holds that Canada is a multijuridical country where “Indigenous legal traditions shape and
are embedded in our national
legal structure.”
At the Fifth John C. Tait
Memorial Lecture at McGill University in 1996, Borrows identified a “real crisis in the rule of
law in Aboriginal communities.
And it is not a crisis because
Aboriginal peoples don’t have
the rule of law; it is a crisis of
legitimacy about the rule of law
» continued on page 19

15

The Dominion, June 2008 — Issue #51
“Coup d’état in Indian country,” continued from page 6 »
infrastructure plan with Indian
Affairs officials. “They [the
protesters] were trying to shut
down everything, so they could
play the victim card.”
Michel
Thusky,
a
community elder, says minor
infrastructure deals only offer
quick fixes and won’t ensure
long-term development suited
to the community’s needs.
“[The new council] is
clueless, and they’re being
used,” he said. “It’s not Indian
Affairs programs and services
that are going to preserve and
sustain our culture, language,
and connection to the land.”
Community
members
say the federal and provincial
governments never liked the
Trilateral Agreement. If implemented, it would establish
long-term measures to protect
their harvest lines and areas of
medicinal and spiritual importance from logging, conserve
wildlife, give them a share in
resource-revenue, and not
require them to extinguish their
Aboriginal title, precedents
that other native communities
in Quebec and across Canada
might like to follow.
Background to a coup
During
the
Trilateral
Agreement’s first phase, which
provided research funding and
interim measures to harmonize
logging with Algonquin land
uses, Quebec and Ottawa
dragged their heels. “It is David
and not Goliath who is attempting to sustain the agreement,”
Quebec Superior Court Judge
Rheajan Paul wrote during
mediation in 1993. “If one wants
[the agreement] to die, one only
has to shut off the funding tap.”
In 1996, after resuming
funding, the Department of
Indian Affairs changed tactics.
They rescinded recognition
of the Customary Chief and
Council and appointed a small
faction, keen on getting a piece
of the logging action, as an
“Interim Band Council.”
Never subject to the Indian
Act’s electoral band council
system, Barriere Lake’s hereditary Chiefs and Councillors are

nominated by an Elder’s Council
and selected in community
assemblies. The community
assemblies are open only to
Barriere Lake adults who live

restored the Customary Chief
and Council, and Indian Affairs
agreed to restore the withheld
funding, the community codified
their traditional laws into a

On March 11, Chief Casey Ratt was escorted into Barriere Lake by
police. The Elder’s Council and others insist he does not represent
the community’s traditional leadership.
Marylynn Poucachiche
on the traditional territories
and maintain a connection to
the land. But after the faction
submitted a signed petition,
Indian Affairs claimed the community’s leadership customs
had evolved into “selection by
petition.”
This Indian Affairs-supported leadership was rejected
by the community, and forced
to rule as a “government-inexile” from Maniwaki, a town
150 kilometres to the south.
Through 1996, the group
received millions from Indian
Affairs
while
community
members in Barriere Lake were
deprived of funding for employment, social assistance, electricity and schooling for more than
a year.
“The whole community
got together, and survived
on the traditional territory,”
said Thusky, who worries that
scenario might be repeated,
with a few new twists. “It was
the same players then, but we
didn’t have the SQ [Quebec
Provincial Police] to deal with,
so we managed to keep the
government-supported
band
council away.”
After mediation in 1997

‘Customary Governance Code.’
Superior Court Judge Paul
concluded that their customs
had not changed, and judicial
review later revealed that Indian
Affairs had instructed the small
group to submit the petition.
Same old government
tricks
Community members now
believe Indian Affairs is up to
its old tricks. In 2006, Jean
Maurice Matchewan was reelected Customary Chief, but
a small faction ran a parallel
leadership selection, claiming to
have adhered to the Customary
Governance
Code.
Indian
Affairs refused to recognize
Matchewan, and then put the
community under Third Party
Management – which mandates
that an external consultant unilaterally run the community’s
finances and funding – claiming
it was justified by Barriere
Lake’s large deficit and leadership uncertainty.
The Customary Elder’s
Council immediately challenged
the decision in federal court,
arguing the deficit issues could
be cleared up if the money owed
to Barriere Lake from the 1996
funding deprivation had been

repaid as promised.
But in the yearly funding
budget, negotiated by the Third
Party Manager and Indian
Affairs in 2007, the money owed
by the government was simply
struck from the record.
Associate Director Nepton
refused to comment on the
matter.
Superior Court Judge Paul
confirmed the legitimacy of
Matchewan’s council in leadership mediation in spring 2007,
calling the challengers a “small
minority” who “did not respect
the Customary Governance
Code.”
New chief Casey Ratt insists
he has majority support this
time, but has refused to enter a
leadership re-selection process
demanded by the Elder’s
Council to settle the leadership
division.
Indian Affairs says it plans
to take the new council off Third
Party Management, something
the previous leadership say was
never offered to them. The new
council has also indicated it
wants to quash the court case
challenging the federal government for unfairly imposing
Third Party Management and
for breaching the Trilateral
Agreement.
Meanwhile, Quebec has
sat for a year-and-a-half on the
recommendations for its Trilateral obligations – including
implementation of the comanagement regime and a $1.5
million yearly share in resource
revenue. But even with Quebec’s
agreement, the Trilateral could
only go ahead with federal cooperation.
Marylynn Pouchachie says
the last weeks have taken a toll
on everyone, including children,
who have acted out the leadership rivalry with name-calling.
“I think the government has
us where they want us, fighting
with each other and forgetting about the real issues,” she
said. “And they can then keep
exploiting our land and renegotiate the outstanding issues on
their terms.”
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“Mining in Colombia,” continued from page 8 »
mately five years ago, developing
what it refers to as “a multimillion ounce gold resource […]
through a program of property
acquisitions, community resettlement and exploration.”
Yamil
Amar
Cataño,
president of the Marmato ProDefence Committee, a grassroots organization opposed to
the company’s plans, recounts
the arrival of the company:
“[The miners] had never seen so
much money in one place. They
only know pesos. The dollars
flashed in their faces were part
of a plan to destabilize the
community.”
Indeed, most have sold their
mines. According to Colombia
Goldfields, the company has
acquired 95 per cent of legal
mines in the Zona Alta, an area
dedicated by a 1954 decree to
small or ‘subsistence’ mining.
In January 2008, the company
won a bid for Mineras Nacionales S.A., which employs close
to 700 people and exploits the
Zona Baja, an area allocated for
medium-sized operations. Such
large-scale acquisitions are
unprecedented in Marmato.
Diego Ruíz, a lawyer,
miner and representative of
the Colombian Federation of
Small Miners (FENAMICOL), is
concerned with the company’s
behaviour. “In Marmato, when
a mine is bought, it is closed.
Mills are bought and destroyed.
The local economy is going
backwards, and for the first
time, people are unemployed.
Hunger,
prostitution,
and
poverty are all that is left.”
Purchasing mines is not a
crime. “The company has a right
to invest in Marmato,” Ruíz
adds. “But the community also
has rights. The company and
the government have ignored
[the social problems associated with unemployment]. The
community is left to deal with
that on its own.”
Talking with Marmateños,
resentment towards multinationals is not overtly apparent.
For years, especially when
gold prices are high, various

companies have come and
gone, leaving their technologies
as “gifts” and the community
intact.
“We are not enemies of
capital,”
explains
Cataño.
“But we are worried because
there was never any mention
of an open-pit mine [when the
company first arrived]. Now,
the people are totally paralyzed.
That is why we are mobilizing.”
A “High-Risk Zone”: the
Government Lends a Hand
In recent years, numerous
strategies have been used in
attempts to force Marmateños
out of Marmato: the sudden
suspension of dynamite sales
to small mining cooperatives,
a concerted attempt to deny
legalization of small mining
operations without titles, new
laws threatening expropriation of small mines if such a
move is deemed in the ‘national
interest,’ and others.
The winter rains of 2006
caused a landslide that tore
through Marmato’s historic
centre. Fortunately, no one was
killed, but several buildings
were left in ruins. Studies were
ordered, and Ingeominas, the
state geological agency, declared
the area a “high risk zone.”
Those same studies concluded
that geological instability could
be addressed through mitigation projects, yet Ingeominas
and the government continue
to push for the relocation of
Marmato.
Colombian Senator Jorge
Robledo regards the government’s concern for Marmato’s
safety as suspicious, given
that “millions of Colombians
are living at risk” of geological
instability.
Robledo believes the real
motives for displacing Marmato
is for Colombia Goldfields’
mining project. If this is the case,
he argues, “those costs should be
assumed by the company, which
would be enriched by the eradication.” With the declaration of
a “high-risk zone,” however, the

Colombian government, not the
company, will pay for relocation. The government has built
a new school, hospital, mayor’s
office, and several small, tinroofed dwellings in the neighbouring community of El Llano,
the proposed ‘New Marmato’.
Prior to the 2006 landslide,
Ian M. Park, president of the
Compañía Mineras de Caldas,
the Colombia Goldfields subsidiary, stated “we are willing
to help the community but with
the help of the government,
because I’m not going to take
the entire social responsibility.”
The company has since hired
a sociologist and contracted
an NGO to promote alternative economic activity, such as
agricultural production and
tourism.
“I have never seen an
example of a community
of miners transformed into
farmers,” Ruíz argues. “And
what tourism will there be with
an open-pit mine?”
Social
responsibilities
aside, residents of Marmato are
vehemently opposed to their
displacement. “We don’t want
what [the government and the
company] are offering us,”
states one miner. “We don’t
want a nice big school or a new
office for the mayor. We only
want what we already have. But
here!”
Community consultations
have been non-existent. On
February 21, 2008, a public
forum was held in Marmato.
Colombia Goldfields and the
Minister of Mining were invited
to address the community
directly. The company sent
low-level functionaries, who
refused to discuss the project
directly. The minister did not
attend. According to Ruíz, “the
forum was their opportunity
to respond honestly to the
concerns of the community, and
they simply refused.”
Uncertainty Prevails
As the consolidation of
property in Marmato nears

completion, it is thought that
unemployment and misery will
force those who remain in the
town, those not directly involved
in the mining economy, to
leave behind their businesses,
schools and homes – not to
mention their history, culture
and identity – to join the nearly
four million displaced Colombians that currently surround
the country’s metropolitan
centres. Relocation to El Llano
would place the community
within walking distance to
an open-pit mine and is thus
widely rejected.
Miguel Alberto Giraldo, the
son of a Marmateño historian
and former mayor, sums up
what one can clearly sense in
Marmato’s streets: “Marmato
doesn’t exist for Marmateños
anymore. They’ll all have to
go, but how, where and when?
[…] For me, this whole thing is
forced displacement through
unemployment and apocalyptic
threats of total disaster.”
As the bedrock of El
Burro cracks with the shocks
of dynamite, so too does Marmateños’ identification with
place, that which has held
the community together for
hundreds of years. With more
of its inhabitants seeking
more precarious work in other
sectors and in other parts of the
country, the community itself
is splitting, fragmented from
the shocks of a few thousand
dollars and what appears to be
government indifference.
“If they are doing this
to Marmato,” states Senator
Robledo, “they can do this to
any community in Colombia.”
Robledo believes the Canadian
multinational is participating in
setting a dangerous precedent.
Micheál Ó Tuathail is a freelance
journalist and translator based
in Edmonton, Canada. He is
also a member of La Chiva,
an Alberta-based collective
working in solidarity with
Colombian social movements
and communities.
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shared what they had, communities were lacking in essential
services like medicine. While
traveling to a neighbouring
village, I met an elderly woman
who asked if I had any medicine
for her stomach pains. I gave
her what medicine I had and
through Nanda explained how
it was to be taken. Further up
the mountain I saw a man being
carried on another man’s back,
clearly in pain. He was being
transported to a hospital 10
hours away.
The lack of general social
services (including electricity)
along with the lack of employment opportunities forces many
young villagers into urban areas
in search of wage-labour work.
In cities one experiences a
different Nepal: a Nepal with
electricity and paved roads.
Once living in cities, the low
wages and lack of transportation infrastructure into rural
areas makes returning home
an onerous task. Nanda’s
sister has a one-year-old child.
Her husband works over ten
hours away and comes home
whenever he can. He literally
has to climb the Himalayas
to see his wife and child. It is
within this context of neglect
that the Maoists released their
40 demands in 1996.
Of the 40 demands, perhaps
six could be seen as communist
in nature. The rest focus on basic
rights, including: the abolition
of the caste system, rights for
women, the creation of a constitution, the end of the monarchy
and the creation of a democratic
secular state with intellectual
freedom for all. When these
demands were not met, Maoists
began their People’s War.
The war on terror gave
Colin Powell the perfect pretext
to visit Nepal in January
2002. He pledged support
for the government’s “war on
terror,” known to locals as the
People’s War. To date, the U.S
has donated an estimated $29
million in military aid to Nepal.
According to critics, this aid led
to the widening of the war and
an increase in atrocities on both

sides. While surely not Powell’s
intent, this military aid also
helped the Maoists gain new
sympathizers, members and
soldiers.
When she was 11 years
old, Nepalese police killed
Sita Kumari’s brother while
he was harvesting potatoes.
Quoted in the book When There
Were No Men: Women in the
Maoist Insurgency, Kumari’s
story exemplifies how these
attacks helped the party recruit
members. “Yes my brother
was killed. But we have 1000
brothers of the same kind. We
will all come together and take
revenge. We will not spare
those responsible for our grief.”
Before her brother’s murder Sita
Kumari was not a Maoist, nor
were any of her family, however,
after he was killed she became
an ardent Maoist supporter and
her two older brothers became
Maoist insurgents.
Maoist military strategy
dictates that the rural areas
must come under party control
before any action is taken in
urban areas. After cities are surrounded by Maoist-supported
communities, major military
offensives on urban areas can
take place. While limited-scale
attacks took place in Kathmandu
and other urban areas during the
civil war, no full-scale military
assault occurred. Instead, the
party chose a different tactic:
the CNP-M formed the All
Nepalese Trade Union Federation (Revolutionary), and
spoke to the needs of the urban
working class.
As the party grew in both
membership and legitimacy
in cities and throughout the
country, the CPN-M decided to
re-enter the political sphere in
January of 2008. It agreed to
rejoin the government allowing
Nepalese Maoists to be sworn in
as cabinet ministers.
I had the opportunity to
meet with a Maoist district
leader (who wishes to remain
nameless) and his second and
third in command. All three
have been members since the
beginning of the civil war. All

are in contact with Prachanda,
the leader of the CPN-M and
leader of People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), the military wing
of CPN-M. All have served in
the PLA in varying forms.

“The average Canadian
knows nothing about
Nepalese Maoists.”
The first thing I was told
during our meeting was that if I
had any problems I should come
to these men; that they were the
security in the district. Nanda
then told me of the soldiers who
patrolled the mountains, going
from village to village to ensure
domestic peace and to record
any grievances. These patrols
are organized by the district
leader and report directly to him.
An hour before we arrived in
one village, two soldiers passed
through. These routine patrols
have caught many unsuspecting
trekking tourists by surprise,
when the soldiers request a
“donation.” The donations cost
an average of three American
dollars. For the three trekkers
I met, the donation experience
was not frightening. Of the
three, two were issued receipts
and one lied and said she had
already paid. Maoists feel it is
well within their rights to ask
tourists for a modest amount
for crossing their lands, since
the Nepalese federal government charges 1,270 Rupees (20
American dollars) for trekking
permits yet provide no services
to the areas in return.
As we spoke, some villagers
came to listen to our conversation. All showed the utmost
respect for the PLA leaders.
It was difficult to ascertain
whether the respect came from
fear or admiration.
“We are confident that we
will win many seats,” the leader
said. “Our country knows what
is at stake and the sacrifices
we have given in the name
of justice.” While the leader
sounded very confident, most
prognosticators at the time did
not believe the Maoists had a

chance at becoming the ruling
party in Nepal. “We are on a
path of peace, and we feel that
this election will serve to prove
to the people of Nepal our party
is serious about its commitment
to peace and democracy.” On
that note the three men stood
up, gave the Maoist salute and
walked off into the valley.
The next day while trekking,
I met the CPN-M’s third ranking
member, Dubar. He remembered me from the day before
and affably invited me to his
village for tea. I agreed and we
hiked to his village where he put
on tea and introduced me to his
family. This took longer than
one might expect due to the fact
that the entire village was in
some way related to him. After
the introductions, he turned to
me and said, “This is the face
of Maoism in Nepal.” He took
great pride in his village and
their accomplishments. He was
eager to show me that a few
of the younger villagers could
speak some English.
I attempted to ask Dubar
more about the upcoming
elections and the future of
his party, but he preferred to
discuss politics in my country.
He was very excited to hear how
communism was progressing
in Canada. I explained to him
how the New Democratic Party
was most popular socialist party
in Canada, amassing 17.4 per
cent of the popular vote, and
that both Communist Parties
do not receive one per cent. He
was shocked but still in high
spirits. His face brimmed with
hope and enthusiasm when
he asked, “What does average
Canadian think of us Maoists?
What we have accomplished?”
I did not have the heart to tell
him that the average Canadian
knows virtually nothing about
Nepalese Maoists, or that
the only way that the average
Canadian hears about the
Nepalese Maoist movement is
when government troops die or
when police stations are raided.
Instead I told him simply that
the movement receives little
attention in Canada.
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“Haiti,” continued from page 10 »
the world press of the pretense
of weapons of mass destruction
as the motivation behind the US
invasion of Iraq.
Throughout his exhaustively
footnoted
account,
Hallward examines the claims
made against Aristide by
members of the country’s
opposition parties and by the
small class of moneyed elite.
By
analysing
documented
evidence, he debunks a number
of still-prevalent myths, from
the claim that Aristide relied
upon an apparatus of gangs to
repress political opponents–
indeed, from 2001 to 2004,
the number of political killings
was miniscule and evidence
linking the crimes to their
perpetrators remains tenuous,
while 4,000 political killings
are estimated to have occurred
from 2004-2006 in Port-auPrince alone–to the assertion
that the Lavalas party had lost
its legitimacy and popularity
among the poor–despite the
fact that a Gallup poll in 2002
put Aristide’s support at 60 per
cent–to the notion that Aristide
rigged
the
parliamentary
elections of 2000–even though
the elections were deemed “free
and fair” by the Organization of
American States among others,
and they occurred not under
Aristide’s watch, but during the
presidency of Rene Preval.
Hallward attributes most
of Haiti’s social woes to the
particularly “tiny transnational
clique of wealthy and well-connected families [that] continue
to dominate” every position

and institution of power in
Haiti, and adds that they “have
more in common with their
corporate, diplomatic or intellectual colleagues in France or
North America than they do
with their compatriots in the
countryside or the slums.” His
book is peppered with insights
about this particularly brutal
social tension. “...In terms of
class, struggle would be much
too benign: in Haiti class differences are preserved through
nothing less than full-on
warfare or assault.” Hallward’s
chapter on the period from
1994 to 2000, perhaps the
most insightful section of the
book, concludes that the most
significant event to take place in
this struggle was Aristide’s dismantlement of Haiti’s military
in 1995. This act represented a
significant defanging of Haiti’s
small class of elite and accounts
for much of their venal hatred
of Aristide and the Lavalas
political movement.
But Hallward’s chronicle
is less about Aristide and
more about the political force
of Haiti’s poor that he represented. Damming the Flood
is really a story about how the
Lavalas political movement,
perhaps the most persistent
political movement of the poor
in Latin America, managed to
adapt during the first coup,
how it evolved during the 10
years of democracy, and how
it continues to evolve as the
dominant political force in the
country, despite the internal
divisions and contradictions

of the current “democratic”
period. “Over the last 20 years,”
Hallward writes, “Lavalas has
developed as an experiment
at the limits of contemporary
political possibility. Its history
sheds light on some of the ways
that political mobilization can
proceed under the pressure of
exceptionally powerful constraints.”

“Lavalas has developed
as an experiment at the
limits of contemporary
political possibility. Its
history sheds light on
some of the ways that
political mobilization
can proceed under
the pressure of
exceptionally powerful
constraints.”
Although there are some
critical elements of the story
of the Haitian coup that are
not given the attention they
deserve–particularly the significance of the Lavalas social
programs and the role of inter-

national NGOs in “selling”
the coup to an international
audience–Damming the Flood
is a truly remarkable achievement. The one drawback of
this memorable work might be
its comprehensive and critical
attention to details; although
Hallward’s propensity to name
names is illuminating for those
of us who have kept our eye on
Haiti for years, readers unfamiliar with Haiti’s struggle may
get lost in the complexity of the
many actors involved in the
country’s story of betrayal.
Why should Canadians read
this book? Damming the Flood
represents a cautionary tale for
the Canadian Left, as well as
for social justice movements
everywhere. While thousands
of Canadians have been willing
to speak out against the regime
change in Iraq and against the
ongoing war in Afghanistan,
the massacres of Haiti’s poor
occurred in silence. The failure
of much of the Canadian Left
to respond to this violence has
had enormous consequences,
paid for with the blood of many
in Cite Soleil, Bel Air, La Saline
and other desperately poor
neighbourhoods.
Hallward’s
account of the difficult survival
of the movement of the poor in
Haiti, as well as the manner in
which their cries were muffled
by their international enemies
who disguised themselves at
home as the “friends of Haiti,”
holds many lessons for political
movements for justice in
Canada.

“Walking,” continued from page 4 »
together artists from around the
world in a series of residencies
from 2003 through 2006.
As rapid transit and urban
infrastructure around the world
increasingly displace moderate
or long-distance walking, the
subject is becoming more
relevant to artists and other
cultural thinkers. According
to Will Self, who details his
walk from his suburban home
in London to downtown

Manhattan in his book Psychogeography, travel by foot is
neither valued nor supported in
contemporary culture, because
the way humans interact with
geography, space and transport
has changed so dramatically.
These days, it’s too impractical
and time-consuming for most
people to approach walking
the way Wanderlust author
Rebecca Solnit describes as, “an
investigation, a ritual, a medita-

tion […] physiologically like and
philosophically unlike the way
the mail carrier brings the mail
and the office worker reaches
the train.”
“In Europe, people have
been travelling from one
village to the next on foot for
thousands of years, so the car
has not completely obliterated the ancient infrastructure
which supports such activities,”
says Michael Waterman. But, he

says, a modern-day pilgrimage
in North America demands “an
improvisatory imagination.” It
seems only natural, then, that
artists are the ones blazing that
trail and inspiring others to do
the same.
For more information on
the art of walking: newcanadianpilgrimages.blogspot.com
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and Aboriginal communities.
If Aboriginal peoples were able
to start to see themselves and
their normative values reflected
in how they conduct their dayto-day affairs, I believe that
would go at least some distance
to diminishing some of the
problems that we have.”
Since 2007, Anishinabek
chiefs representing 42 First
Nations in Ontario have begun
to develop Anishinabek law
through the incorporation of
grassroots principles. Grand
Council Chief John Beaucage
stated,
“The
principles
contained in the Anishinabek
Nation law will have come from
our engagement and consultation with our leadership and
citizens.”
The AAFN claims that
Lovelace is being punished for
upholding Anishinabek law on
AAFN territory. On top of imprisonment, the Ontario Superior
Court judgment applied additional fines of $2,000 for each
day that Lovelace continues
to obey AAFN law rather than
the court order. The AAFN
community was fined $10,000
and Chief Paula Sherman
$15,000. According to AAFN,
their statement of defense, in
which they challenge the constitutional validity of Ontario’s
Mining Act, was ruled out.
KIFN accuses Ontario
Aboriginal Affairs minister
Michael Bryant of actively
colluding with mining corporations against First Nations:
“Contrary to what Minister
Bryant has been saying in the
media, Ontario did not support
KIFN in any way. On virtually
every issue they support
Platinex.”
In a March 31 prison
interview with Nation Talk TV,
KIFN chief Donny Morris said,
“Something is definitely wrong
when Ontario sits back while
their [treaty] partner is to be
thrown in jail.”
Uranium mining is the
source of another conflict
between
Anishinabek,
the
Province of Ontario and

private interests. Isadore Day
(Wiindawtegowinini), elected
Chief of Serpent River First
Nation, situated between Sault
Saint Marie and Sudbury on
Highway 17, frets over the pace
of private-sector development
compared with the governmentrequired consultation with First
Nations: “It poses real challenges between industry and
First Nations when government
moves slower in First Nation
negotiations than it does when
pushing through proponent
approvals for expropriation
of Crown lands.” Even worse,
according to Day, “is that Consultation and Accommodation
requirements are not even in
the form of mutually agreed
policy between the Crown
and the First Nations, and yet
government is approving land
expropriation in favor of development in traditional lands.”
The KIFN actions, while
confrontational, are hardly
radical. The financially debilitating court system has required
that KIFN instead call for First
Nation-to-government talks.
First Nations in Ontario
identify the source of the dissension as lying within Ontario
government legislation. Ontario
has a “free entry” system to
mining claims, opening all
lands claimed by the Crown
– including those subject to
Indigenous title claims – to
staking, exploration and mining
without any required consultation or permission. In other
words, anyone with a prospector’s license may stake and
record claims and prospect for
minerals on any Crown land.
KIFN seeks talks and
has offered proposals to end
the confrontation, stating,
“Although Mr. Bryant has not
yet responded to the proposal,
both communities have told
him that we are still prepared to
work with Ontario to set up the
Joint Panel, as soon as all of the
prisoners are released from jail
and a moratorium on mining
and exploration in the disputed
territories is implemented.”

No reply was forthcoming
from minister Bryant before
publication of this article.
On April 30, delegates to
the United Nations Seventh
Session of the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues
in New York emphasized the
need for national governments
to protect people over profits.
Implementation of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples was viewed
as crucial to this end. The Conservative Party government of
Canada has been excoriated
by the opposition, Indigenous
peoples, and supporters of
Indigenous rights for its failure
to sign on to the Declaration.
Grand
Council
Chief
Beaucage argued that the
jailing of KIFN leaders iterates
to the world that the rights of
Original Peoples are not equal
to the rights of other Canadian
citizens. “This,” he said, “is
precisely why Canada should
have been a signatory to the UN
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.”
Assembly of First Nations
Women’s Council chair Kathleen
McHugh deplored the arrests of
Indigenous peoples:
What is being implied in
this case? That economic
interests trump First Nation
rights? Or that economic
interests trump constitutionally protected rights?
This is a slippery slope, not
only for First Nations but for
all Canadians. This should
never have gotten to the
point where it went to court.
The corporations involved
can still do the right thing:
sit down and negotiate
fairly and openly with the
community and their leadership. We also call on the
federal government to end
its silence and act responsibly by following its legal
duty to ensure First Nations
are properly consulted when
development takes place on
their lands.

On April 23, Anishinabek
Nation leaders and citizens
rallied at Queen’s Park in
Toronto to spotlight the deficiencies of the Ontario Mining
Act.
Beaucage
called
for
inclusion: “Our citizens do
not want to block economic
progress; we want to be part of
it. However,” he added, “the rule
of law in Canada – as outlined
by the Constitution and the
Courts – and Anishinabek Traditional Law indeed support
our aboriginal right to protect
our traditional territories, as
well as our treaty rights to share
in the wealth derived from
them. As far as we’re concerned,
human rights will always trump
mineral rights.”
On April 30, 2008, Anishinabek from Grassy Narrows
First Nation began a 1,850-km
Protecting Our Mother walk
from Kenora to Queens Park.
According to spokeswoman
Chrissy Swain, the walk arose
out of long frustration at the
way “our people have been
criminalized and imprisoned for
protecting the Earth, our future
generations and our rights as
Anishinabek and First Peoples
of this land.” The walkers
hope to raise awareness of the
ongoing theft and plunder of
Indigenous lands and repression of Indigenous people.
The Ontario provincial
government’s agenda for traditional First Nations territory
has maintained its allegiance
to the “rights” of mining corporations instead of to the
Indigenous People’s millennial
ties to the land. Yet, just as this
article was going to publication, the Ministry of Aboriginal
Affairs in Ontario announced
in a press release the release of
KIFN leadership from jail on
May 23, pending the appeal of
their sentence. Also pending
the appeal, Platinex, for its
part, has agreed not to enter the
exploration site, and the KIFN
leadership has agreed to curtail
it’s protests of Platinex’s exploration activities.
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the Rogers Centre in Toronto
to draw attention to the city’s
only major non-union sporting
venue and the concession
workers
employed
there.
Aramark recently took over the
contract to provide concession
services at the Rogers Centre
and has designated all staff as
probationary employees even
though many have worked at
the venue for years.
Twenty-two
members
of
Grassy Narrows First Nation
completed their 1,850 km walk
from Kenora to Toronto. The
group was joined by members
of
the
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI), Ardoch
Algonquin First Nations and
other aboriginal leaders from
across Ontario to protest
mining exploration on disputed
native lands and to call for
the immediate release of First
Nations leaders jailed in recent
months for protesting mining
in Ontario. The walk culminated in four days of activities
in Toronto including a march
and “Sovereignty Sleepover” in
Queens Park.
Six leaders from Kitchenuhumaykoosib Inninuwug have
been temporarily released from
jail, having been imprisoned
since early March for peacefully
resisting platinum exploration
in their territory. They have to
report back to the Courts on
May 29. Their lawyer Chris Reid
stated, “We’re asking the Court
of Appeal to send a message to
the government that they need
to change the mining law or this
is going to happen over and over
and over again.”
One of the most contentious
aspects of Mining Law in
Ontario and other provinces is
the Free Entry system, which is
the subject of a new report titled
“Mining Exploration Conflicts
in Canada’s Boreal Forest,” by
the International Boreal Conservation Campaign.
This year’s sockeye salmon
catch from the Fraser River is

expected to be ‘dismal,’ meaning
a food shortage for many First
Nations people who rely on
the fish for up to one third of
their diet. The catch has been
decreasing for years, blamed
partly on climate change and
the river’s rising temperature.
“It’s going to be a difficult
summer, probably especially
in remote communities,” said
Eduardo Jovel, director of the
UBC Institute for Aboriginal
Health.
A motion seeking the mandatory
labeling on foods containing
genetically modified components was defeated in the
Canadian House of Commons.
Over 40 countries around the
world have successfully implemented such requirements and
polls reveal that the majority of
Canadians support mandatory
labeling of GE foods. Almost
all Conservative party members
voted against the motion while
most Bloc and NDP members
voted in favor.
Sixty-two striking members of
the United Steelworkers Union
(USU), who say they’re fighting
for a fair and decent contract
from CIBC, delivered a message
to the company’s Toronto
headquarters. “[The Strikers]
are not asking for anything
extraordinary or out of line. But,
after four months, their struggle
has become a living, breathing
symbol for all bank workers,”
said USU Ontario/Atlantic
Director Wayne Fraser. “This
is an important fight that, with
support from consumers and
others who believe in fairness
and decency, may benefit all
underpaid bank employees who
help put huge profits into bank
CEOs’ pockets.” The CEO of
CIBC takes home nine million
dollars a year.
BC Supreme Court Justice
Ian Pitfield exempted Insite,
North America’s only legally
operating safe injection site,
from Canada’s drug laws until
the end of June, 2009. The
decision buys another year for

Insite. Many health professionals, community activists, and
Vancouver residents would
like to see such supervised
injection
facilities
become
permanent.

homes when Israel declared its
independence.
Independent
media from Canada, the US and
Occupied Palestine marked the
day by holding a joint broadcast,
Radio Free Palestine.

A raid of a meatpacking plant in
Iowa resulted in the detainment
of nearly 400 of the slaughterhouse’s 968 employees. Federal
officials arrested hundreds of
undocumented
immigrants
working at the plant. “We feel
strongly that these kind of
overdramatic theatrical raids
are done for political purposes
and fail the test of legitimate
law enforcement,” said a union
spokesperson.

Childcare workers in Halifax
gathered at the Nova Scotia
legislature to protest their low
wages. The CUPE local that represents childcare workers says
the average pay is nine dollars
an hour, which works out to less
than the low income cut-off in
Canada of about $22,000.

A US Supreme Court Ruling
gave the go ahead for three class
action lawsuits, filed against
corporations that allegedly
aided and abetted South
African military and security
forces during the Apartheid era.
The suits were filed under the
Alien Claims Tort Act against
corporations including ExxonMobil, UBS, Deutsche Bank,
General Motors, IBM, HewlettPackard, Bank of America,
General Electric, BP, Citigroup,
and Ford. Canada has no such
legislation, making it near
impossible to bring such cases
against Canadian corporations
that operated in South Africa
between 1948 and 1994.

Retired US Army Sgt. Adrienne
Kinne revealed that the
Palestine Hotel in Iraq – which
US forces bombed in 2003,
killing two journalists – was in
fact listed as a potential target
by the American military. The
shelling of the hotel, which was
known to house international
media covering the war, killed
Reuters cameraman Taras
Protsyuk and Jose Couso,
cameraman for the Spanish
television network Telecinco.
Kinne, an intelligence officer,
also told Democracy Now! that
part of her work involved eavesdropping on journalists staying
at the hotel in the lead up to the
war.

The Serpent River First
Nation, whose waters and
territory have already been negatively affected by the Elliot Lake
uranium mines, issued a press
release demanding “decisive
action from the Ontario government on a list of matters pertaining to development in their
traditional territory including
the exploration of minerals,
especially uranium.”

Al-Jazeera cameraman Sami
al-Haj was released from
Guantanamo Bay prison after
over six years. Al-Haj, who was
captured in 2001 in Pakistan,
was held in the American
military without charge and
was allegedly subjected to
torture and over 200 interrogation sessions. The 39-year-old
was immediately flown back to
his native Khartoum, in Sudan,
where he received medical
treatment. He had been on a
hunger strike for over a year to
protest his arrest.

May 15 was a solemn anniversary for Palestinians and their
supporters. It marked 60 years
since yawm al-Nakba, or the
Day of the Catastrophe, when
over 750,000 Palestinians
were forced from or fled their

Former US president Jimmy
Carter told an audience at a UK
literary festival that Israel has
150 nuclear weapons. Carter
was giving a talk at the Hay-onWye festival in Wales about the
need for diplomacy in dealing

The Dominion, June 2008 — Issue #51
with Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
While estimates on how many
weapons Israel holds range
from 50 to 400, the Israeli
government has repeatedly
refused to confirm whether it
has a nuclear arsenal. This was
the first time a US president has
openly acknowledged that Israel
has nuclear weapons.
A native community near
Sudbury is suing the Canadian
and Ontario governments for
$550 billion. Representatives
of Whitefish Lake First Nation
say that their reserve boundaries were drawn on a far more
limited territory than was
agreed to when a treaty was
signed in 1885.
Forty poor families took over a
parcel of land on the outskirts
of Buenos Aires and began
establishing a community.
While land occupations are
common, observers note that
this group, called Tierra y
Libertad, makes decisions col-

lectively by popular assembly.
While building homes, a bakery,
and two community buildings,
Tierra y Libertad has been
resisting eviction attempts.

stan and Somalia, [where] the
United States is basically instigating and funding civil wars,”
said political science professor
As’ad AbuKhalil.

Dunkin’ Donuts pulled an
ad featuring TV personality
Rachel Ray wearing a black and
white silk scarf. The scarf bears
resemblance to a keffiyeh, a
traditional headdress worn by
Arab men. Fox News commentator Michelle Malkin praised
the company’s response: “It’s
refreshing to see an American
company show sensitivity to the
concerns of Americans opposed
to Islamic jihad and its apologists.”

Reformed election finance laws
have kick-started a campaign
for the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC). The CLC’s
new political strategy has three
main areas of work: municipal
politics, issues advocacy, and
“Better Choice” campaigns
keyed to federal elections.

In Lebanon, armed clashes
between Hezbollah-led opposition groups and US-backed
pro-government forces led
some commentators to accuse
the US of instigating a civil war.
“This is very much similar to
what is happening in Sudan, in
Palestine, in Iraq, in Afghani-

In Chicoutimi, Quebec, 400
teacher’s assistants voted over
89 per cent in favour of joining
the Public Service Alliance
of Canada. The new union
members established some
priority objectives: pay for all
hours worked, suitable salary
increases, safe working conditions and protection of intellectual property.
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the number of inmates serving
time in Ontario facilities while
local authorities search for ways
to relieve chronic overcrowding
at the territorial jail. A new territorial jail is scheduled to open
in Rankin Inlet in 2011. As well,
a separate women’s facility in
Iqaluit is expected to be ready
next year.
The
Pentagon
announced
plans to build a new, 40-acre
detention complex on the main
American military base in
Afghanistan. The plan reveals
the United States intends to hold
prisoners overseas for years to
come, though US officials say
the “driving factor” behind the
move is “the highest standards
of treatment and care.” Some
current detainees have been
held without charge for more
than five years and about ten
prisoners are juveniles.

Justice officials in Nunavut
signed a deal that will double

April in Review
"It is a terrible event. It is not
going to do anybody's image any
good," Prime Minister Stephen
Harper said of hundreds of
ducks that died after landing
in a giant toxic lake built by
tar sands extraction operations
owned by Syncrude, near Fort
McMurray. The Cree and Dene
community of Fort Chipewyan,
which lies downstream of the
"tailing ponds" that line the
Athabasca River, have reported
abnormally high cancer rates
in recent years. "Air cannons"
are usually used to scare birds
away, but Syncrude did not
have the cannons in place when
the birds landed.
Ducks Unlimited, an organization with the mandate, "conserving Canada's wetlands,"
was criticized for its silence over
the massive duck die-off. Ducks
Unlimited has accepted millions
of dollars from major tar sands
operators Suncor and Syncrude,
and channels millions of dollars

to Canadian environmental
groups through the Canadian
Boreal Initiative.
Another conservation organization, the Nature Conservancy, has also come under fire
for accepting corporate money,
this time from Shell Canada
Limited. A Prince George
forestry professor and former
supporter of the organization
sent a public letter criticizing
the relationship, citing Shell's
controversial coal bed methane
projects near the headwaters of
the Skeena river.
Activists could pose a serious
threat to the 2010 Olympic
Games in Vancouver, a former
RCMP security analyst told the
Canadian Press. "There is some
commonality of thinking here
between anarchist groups, social
activists groups... and then I
see native groups," said Tom
Quiggan. "When you see that
kind of convergence coming up,

it makes you a little nervous."
The book launch for Noir
Canada: Pillage, corruption
et criminalité en Afrique was
cancelled when the authors
and publishers (Édition Écosociété) received letters from a
law firm representing Barrick
Gold. The letters claim inaccuracies in the books account
of an incident in Bulyanhulu,
Tanzania, where more than 50
small scale miners were buried
alive in 1996. Barrick Gold is
suing for $6 million.
Authorities in the Guatemalan village of San Miguel
Ixtahuacán voted to carry
out a community referendum
(consulta) about the operations
of Vancouver-based Goldcorp in
their territory. The neighbouring municipality of Sipakapa
rejected mining almost unanimously in a community referendum in June of 2005. They
also presented a denouncement

of the company’s operations in
their territory to the municipal
government, focusing on the
many houses that have cracked
as a result of mine operations,
the drying up of streams and
wells, the increased violence in
the municipality, intimidation
and arrest of local authorities
who are against mining, and
water contamination.
Fernando Lugo, a former
bishop, was elected president of
Paraguay on April 20. Election
day was relatively peaceful,
but there were targeted assasinations of leftist leaders in
the weeks leading up to the
elections. Lugo’s victory marks
the end of more than 60 years
of governance by the right wing
Colorado Party, a significant
shift in the South American
nation.
In a surprise reversal, Nepal's
Maoists won a majority of the
votes in national elections.
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The former guerillas, who laid
down their weapons subsequent to a 2006 peace pact,
have promised to abolish the
Nepalese monarchy in the
coming months.
The Venezuelan government
announced plans to nationalize
a major steel plant, which was
privatized in 1997. Observers
say the announcement could
strain relations with Venezuela's ally, Argentina, as Argentinian conglomerate Techint is the
plant's largest shareholder.
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projects in Bolivia, most of it
aimed at "reinforcing regional
governments." The campaign
has become a fight between the
socialist national government
and the wealthy region over
control of resources. Politicians
from Zulia cited Santa Cruz's
campaign as inspiration for their
own activities. The Canadian
International
Development
Agency (CIDA), as well as the
Dutch Cooperation Agency have
also supported the autonomous
referendum in Santa Cruz.
CIDA's support was part of a

Tyendinaga organizer Shawn Brant was arrested and detained on
assault and weapons charges on Friday, April 25. Brant had a fishing
spear in his hand when he ordered an unidentified group of men to
leave a distressed group of women and a child alone near a site of
recent blockades.
OCAP
Some political leaders in Venezuela's oil-rich region of Zulia
have begun a campaign for
"autonomy." Legislators in the
country's national government
have called the move an attempt
to destabilize the socialist government. Many politicians
involved in the campaign have
benefitted from millions in "aid"
and "democracy promotion"
funding that have poured into
the country since Hugo Chavez
was elected President in 1998.
Bolivia's resource-rich region
of Santa Cruz has been making
a similar move with the backing
of the US Agency for International Development (USAID).
The agency has provided $13
million in funding to political
parties,
organizations
and

three million dollar "strengthening of democracy" grant made
in 2005 to the National Electoral
Court, funneled through the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).
Under intense pressure from
Colombian military commanders to register combat
kills, the army has been killing
peasant farmers, dressing them
in combat fatigues and calling
in local newspaper reporters to
write about the supposed combat
that had taken place. Soldiers
are given incentives – extra pay
and days off – for amassing kills
in combat. “This is because the
army gives prizes for kills, not
for control of territory,” said one
soldier. Human rights groups
say that between mid-2002 and
mid-2007, 955 civilians were

killed and classified as guerrillas fallen in combat. The spike
has come during a military
buildup that has seen the armed
forces nearly double to 270,000
members in the last six years,
becoming the second-largest
military in Latin America. US
Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, chairman
of the Senate Appropriations
foreign operations subcommittee, said he is holding up $23
million in military aid until
he sees progress in the fight
against impunity and statesponsored violence. “We’ve had
six years, $5 billion in US aid.
More than half of it has gone
to the Colombian military, and
we find the army is killing more
civilians, not less,” Leahy said
in an interview.
The US Congress also
blocked the ratification of the
Free Trade Agreement with
Colombia over concerns with
the human rights violations,
violence against union organizers, and increasing paramilitary activity in the country.
Canada is currently negotiating
a Free Trade Agreement with
Colombia. International Trade
Minister David Emerson told
Embassy Magazine: “There’s a
government in Colombia that’s
working hard trying to build a
viable democracy and deal with
human rights, and why not give
them the economic opportunities to go with what can keep
them out of poverty and off of
businesses that may be linked
to drug trades.”
The US Navy announced that
they will be reactivating the
“Fourth Fleet.” Disbanded in
1950, the reactivated Fleet will
“oversee ships, aircraft, and
submarines operating in the
Caribbean and Central and
South America,” including
a nuclear aircraft carrier,
according to the New York Sun.
Global food prices continued
to rise, putting pressure on the
poorest populations dependent
on the global economy for nourishment. Analysts explained
that despite higher prices, a
shortage of food is not the

cause of the price increases.
A Wall Street Journal report
explained that “one of the chief
causes of food-price inflation is
new demand for ethanol and
biodiesel, which can be made
from corn, palm oil, sugar and
other crops.”
Price increases have provoked
a new round of condemnations
of World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF)
policies, which some analysts
say have undermined poor
countries’ ability to feed themselves and exercise control over
food policy. In Haiti, food riots
have been traced to a 1986 IMFimposed policy that lifted tariffs
on rice, resulting in a flood of
subsidized rice into the country
from the US, putting most
Haitian farmers out of business
and rendering them dependent
on foreign supplies.
Haiti’s senate fired Prime
Minister Jacques Edouard
Alexis following seven days of
“spectacular, and often violent,”
protests
against
hunger,
poverty,
unemployment,
and the high cost of living.
Although prompted by the
explosion of frustration from
Haiti’s poor, the Senate vote
was chiefly led by members of
Haiti’s elite, particularly Youri
Latortue, the nephew of former
interim Prime Minister Gerard
Latortue, who ruled Haiti in the
two year’s following the coup
of elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide in 2004. Youri
Latortue is widely believed to
have been linked to corruption,
the drug trade, and the 1994
killing of Jean-Marie Vincent,
a Catholic priest. Preceding the
senate’s demand for the Prime
Minister’s resignation, Haiti’s
president Rene Preval, a former
agronomist, spoke of the need
to subsidize domestic farming
instead of subsidizing imported
products in Haiti. He then
met with Haiti’s principle rice
importers who agreed to reduce
– with government subsidies –
the price of a 50kg bag of rice
from $51 to $43.
Dozens of groups, communities
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and organisations in more than
25 countries around the world
organized more than 50 actions
such as farmer’s markets, conferences, direct actions, cultural
activities and demonstrations to
defend their right to food and
their right to feed their communities. These actions marked
April 19, International Peasants
Day, a commemoration of the
19 landless demonstrators
killed by military police of the
State of Pará in Brazil in 1996.
Often marginalised, impoverished and oppressed, farmers
and rural populations represent
almost half of the people on
earth. Farmers organisations
believe that sustainable family
farming and local food production can solve the current crisis.
The number of refugees waiting
to have their claims heard by
Canada’s Immigration and
Refugee Board has more
than doubled, to 42,300 from
just over 20,000. The Board’s
chairman told the Canadian
Press that the Conservative
government has not been filling
vacant adjudicator positions.
The number of empty positions
has increased from 10 to 58
since the Conservatives took
power. The Liberal immigration critic told reporters that
he suspects the government is
trying to sabotage the board in
order to impose a “more restrictive” system.
Conservatives have recently said
that the immigration system
is “on track to collapse,” Immigration Minister Diane Finley
told the House of Commons.
The Conservatives have introduced a new set of changes to
the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act, embedded in
Bill C-50, a 136-page “budget
implementation
bill.”
The
changes would give the immigration minister the authority
to arbitrarily reject applications,
and set quotas on the number of
immigrants allowed from a particular ethnic group or country.
Mohawk demonstrators from
Tyendinega blockaded a road
near Deseronto, Ontario in

opposition to a housing development on disputed territory.
The Culbertson Tract is an area
the federal government has
acknowledged is unsurrendered
Mohawk land, but development
has been allowed to continue.
Mohawks have occupied a
quarry, which they point out
is literally removing Mohawk
land at a rate of 20,000 tonnes
per day. The latest blockade
opposed a housing development
that began in the area, despite
ongoing negotiations over land
rights. Three men, including
Shawn Brant, were arrested
during a show of force by the
Ontario Provincial Police.
The Canadian Union of Postal
Workers voted in favour of
a resolution supporting an
ongoing boycott, divestment
and sanctions campaign aimed
at ending Israel’s policies with
regard to the occupation of Palestinian land. “It’s time to push
for a fair and just settlement
so that both Palestinians and
Israelis can live in peace,” Denis
Lemelin, the union’s president,
told reporters. “There can’t be
a solution while settlements
exist on Palestinian land and
while a security barrier restricts
the movement of Palestinian
workers.” The union represents more than 50,000 postal
workers in Canada.
One year into the strike at
the French-language daily
Journal de Québec, negotiations remained at a standstill.
On strike over a proposed
extension of working hours and
additional duties, the reporters
have been operating their own
free newspaper, MédiaMatinQuébec.
Members of the Lubicon Cree
Nation delivered a statement
opposing unilateral approval
of construction of a natural
gas pipeline accross their
territory. After the statement
was delivered, the Lubicon representatives and their supporters walked out of the Alberta
Utilities Board (AUB) hearing.
The AUB, said Lubicon representatives, “does not have

legitimate authority in unceded
Lubicon Territory” and “the
Lubicon people will oppose [the
proposed pipeline] every inch of
the way, every way we can.”
Due to criticism regarding the
environmental and human
rights impacts of its mining
operations in Guatemala and
Honduras, Goldcorp Inc.
agreed to conduct an independent Human Rights Impact
Assessment at the request
of its Canadian and Swedish
shareholders. Jantzi Research,
an independent investment
research firm that evaluates
and monitors the social and
environmental performance of
securities, recommended that
Goldcorp be considered ineligible for socially responsible
investment (SRI) portfolios
that seek to avoid companies
with relatively poor records in
the areas of community and
aboriginal relations and environment.
April 25 2008 was the first ever
World Malaria Day. Malaria
is one of the most common
infectious diseases; each year,
there are approximately 515
million cases of malaria, killing
between one and three million
people. One child dies of the
disease every 30 seconds, most
of them in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Malaria parasites are transmitted by female Anopheles mosquitoes. No vaccine exists for
malaria, and existing drug treatments are often too expensive
for people living in endemic
areas. Malaria breeds poverty
and
underdevelopment
in

regions of the world where it is
most prevalent, contributing to
issues such as illegal migration
and security.
US President George W. Bush
declared that he knew his top
national
security
advisers
discussed
and
approved
specific details of the CIA’s
use of torture. Bush reportedly told ABC, “I’m aware our
national security team met on
this issue. And I approved.”
Top advisers signed off on how
the CIA would interrogate Al
Qaeda suspects – whether they
would be slapped, pushed,
deprived of sleep or subjected
to simulated drowning, called
waterboarding, sources told
ABC news. This is the first time
sources have disclosed that
a handful of the most senior
advisers in the White House
explicitly approved the details
of the program. The American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is
calling on Congress to demand
an independent prosecutor to
investigate possible violations
by the Bush administration of
laws including the War Crimes
Act, the federal Anti-Torture
Act, and federal assault laws.
Said Anthony D. Romero,
Executive Director of the ACLU,
“It is a very sad day when the
president of the United States
subverts the Constitution, the
rule of law, and American values
of justice.” Darius Rejali, an
expert on the history of torture,
told Democracy Now! “Torture
is actually the clumsiest method
that one could possibly use…to
gather information.”
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Democratic Media from Halifax to Victoria
Notes from the Dominion’s Own Your Media tour
by Dominion Staff
It was story-time across
Canada this past February,
March and April, when editors
from the Dominion Newspaper
Cooperative sat down with
audiences in 23 communities to discuss their vision for
a new media structure for the
country.
They began with “A Tale
of Two Media,” the story of
the current Canadian media
landscape where citizens have
the choice between subscribing to corporate media for
their news and seeking out
independent alternatives. The
story described how money (in
one case to much and in the
other too little) was causing
both media options to fall short
of providing readers with the
information they need to make
informed, intelligent decisions
about issues that affect themselves and the world.
Dominion
editors
presented an idea for building
an entirely different kind of
media model - a cooperative.
The rationale behind a media
coop began with the simple idea
that those most affected by the
media (readers and journalists)
should have a hand in creating
the media they want and need.
Thus launched the Dominion’s
2008 ‘Own Your Media’ tour.
“This was explicitly a fundraising tour,” explained Moira
Peters, tour coordinator. “We
needed to build our distribution base for important and
marginalized stories to reach
a larger audience. Specifically,
we were recruiting sustaining members to the Dominion
Newspaper Cooperative - individuals who have the means
to fund an independent alternative to the corporate press,
who understand that media is
not free - that journalists need
to be paid.” Peters networked
with over 60 organizers across
Canada to host and promote
Own Your Media events in

Stuart Neatby tells Sackville, New Brunswick about the media coop.
cafes, community firehalls,
bookshops, classrooms and
around kitchen tables. Highprofile journalists and writers
offered endorsements and an
interactive “Tour ‘08” website
broadened the organizational
network.
Editors Dru Jay and Stu
Neatby arrived for their first
presentation
in
Fredericton on February 27, armed
with a projector, a box of fair
trade t-shirts and a GPS, and
continued telling the tale of
two media through Antigonish, Tatamagouche, Halifax
and Sackville, crawling through
snowswept Quebec to Montreal,
and on to Ottawa, Toronto,
Guelph, Waterloo, Hamilton,
Windsor and London. After
London, Stu returned to his
day job in Ottawa, and Dru was
joined by Eva Bartlett, International Solidarity Movement
activist who was organizing a
simultaneous speaking tour
about her recent experiences in
Gaza. The tour continued west
with Dru and Eva hitting up

Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton,
Lethbridge,
Salmon
Arm,
Vancouver and Victoria, and
then turning back eastward for
visits to Calgary, Saskatoon,
Brandon, and to Montreal for a
final presentation on April 8.
Over the course of the
six-week tour, 40 people signed
up to be sustaining members
of the paper, and 100 other
members joined the cooperative as subscribers. (As a point
of interest, Tatamagouche, the
smallest community visited,
signed on the largest number
of
Dominion
sustainers.)
However, Own Your Media
became much more than a fundraiser. Of particular interest to
Dru Jay, founding editor of the
Dominion, was the unexpected
enthusiasm for the cooperative’s
long-term vision for Dominion
“locals.”
“The
Dominion
Newspaper
Cooperative
is
only part of what will be the
Dominion Media Cooperative,”
explained Jay. “The Dominion’s
strength is its commitment to
the grassroots. To continue as

Dru Oja Jay

a credible national media, we
must keep the focus local and
participatory. One idea would
be to begin with a media coop
website for a given community
where members post stories
and events, but the idea is to
become an independent media
structure which can financially
support journalists whose work
is directed by the needs and
interests of their community.”
For a paper that depends
heavily on the internet to bring
people and ideas together, it
was an important step for the
Dominion to bring those people
and ideas face-to-face.
The Dominion Editors
would like to thank all those who
helped make the tour a success
and look forward to working
with our readers (ahem, our
owners) in building a grassroots
media cooperative for Canada.
For
more
information about the Dominion
Newspaper Cooperative or
how to get involved please go
to mediacoop.ca.

