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Allen Meadows, Burghound
“2012 produced many really lovely wines that should provide

for delicious drinking early on yet be capable of amply reward-

ing mid-term cellaring. Moreover there is fine transparency to

the wines such that the underlying terroir is very much on dis-

play. The high levels of dry extract and relatively fine grain of

the tannins combine to create seductively suave textures that

avoid any sense of heaviness as there is good freshness and suf-

ficient acid verve to maintain the finishing balance.”

Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar
“The tiny crop was the key to the high quality and richness of

the 2012s, imbuing the wines with outstanding natural concen-

tration. The best examples possess the concentration, balance

and verve to evolve slowly and gracefully in bottle over the next

12 to 20 years.”

White Wines

DOMAINE DE BELLENE SAVIGNY-LÈS-BEAUNE
2012

[89]  Wine Spectator
A light matchstick reduction gives way to lemon, Granny
Smith apple and light spice notes, all backed by moderate
acidity. Fresh, finishing with a citrusy tang.  
June 30, 2015

[89]  Burghound
The ripe but cool and pure aromas of citrus rind, white
flowers, pear and a hint of earth precede the rich and
admirably concentrated but agreeably vibrant flavors
that possess unusually good complexity. All wrapped in a
delicious, generous and mouth coating finale. This is
excellent and would make a terrific all-around house
white as it’s rich and complex enough to be enjoyed now.
June 2015

[88]  Wine Enthusiast
Rich soft character. This wine, from 40-year-old vines
and aged lightly in wood, is structured, mineral and full
of crisp green and white fruits.  Web Only 2015

[16]  Jancis Robinson
Rather sweet. Fine and easy and sleek.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE CÔTE DE NUITS-
VILLAGES LES MONTS DE BONCOURT 2012

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Lovely and rich but lively too. Lime juice. Great stuff.
December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE SANTENAY LES
CHARMES DESSUS 2012

[89]  Wine Spectator
This round, almost creamy white, displaying lemon pie,
ripe apple and melon flavors, is balanced and open.  
Web Only 2015

[89]  Burghound
Notes of petrol and matchstick sit atop the mostly white
orchard fruit scents that are nuanced by hints of citrus.
There is good vibrancy to the utterly delicious and seduc-
tively textured middle weight flavors that possess very
solid complexity while delivering lovely persistence on
the balanced, clean, agreeably dry and ever-so-slightly
austere finale. An excellent effort.  June 2015

[87]  Wine Enthusiast
This is a soft and fruity wine. Wood aging has added
richness to the yellow fruits and balancing apple acidity.
It’s perfumed, opening out with ripe apricot and white
peach flavors at the end.  Web Only 2015
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Red Wines

DOMAINE DE BELLENE BEAUNE PREMIER CRU
PERTUISOTS 2012

[90]  Burghound
An airy, pure and layered nose features plenty of floral
and spice nuances to the ripe red currant, cherry and
softly earthy aromas. There is good volume and phenolic
maturity to the delicious, textured and lightly mineral-
inflected flavors that delivers fine depth on the impres-
sively persistent finish.  April 2014

[87-89]  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar
Good dark red. Penetrating aromas of cranberry, stone
and fresh herbs. Supple and slightly high-toned, showing
a savory richness and good supporting minerality but also
a hint of early warmth. In a rather saline style, finishing
with a slight dry edge to its tannins.  Jan./Feb. 2014

DOMAINE DE BELLENE BEAUNE PREMIER CRU
LES BRESSANDES 2012

[17]  Jancis Robinson
Bright cherry red. Round and easy. Very charming on the
nose and full of fruit. Lots of sweet slightly candified
charm. Very sinewy and fun.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE BEAUNE PREMIER CRU
LES GRÈVES 2012

[93]  Wine Enthusiast
This is a delicately structured wine. Delicious, forward
red-cherry fruits are juicy and provide lift to the firm tan-
nins.  July 2015

[92]  Wine Spectator
An alluring red, with fragrant aromas of rose, cherry,
strawberry and sandalwood to the spice, smoke and min-
eral flavors. Balanced and succulent, featuring a long and
winding aftertaste.  June 15, 2015

[92]  Wine & Spirits
Note of the wine had turned expansive, its power and
severity transformed to grace. Cellar it for four to five
years to let the wine mature.  October 2015

[17]  Jancis Robinson
Fresh and fragrant. Lively. Good attack. Very friendly.
The year of Beaune!  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE BEAUNE PREMIER CRU
LES TEURONS 2012

[17]  Jancis Robinson
Deep bright scarlet. Savoury and very frank on the nose.
Lots of juice and charm.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE NUITS-SAINT-GEORGES
PREMIER CRU AUX CHAIGNOTS 2012

[17]  Jancis Robinson
Bright crimson. Minerally and then sweet and gorgeous.
Chock full of fruit. Very rich and round. Polished. Lots of
confidence.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE SAVIGNY-LÈS-BEAUNE
PREMIER CRU LES HAUTS JARRONS 2012

[90]  Burghound
Here the nose combines most if not all of the elegance of
the Peuillets with even better complexity on the cassis,
earth and dark currant liquer suffused scents. There is
also better depth to the concentrated and agreeably tex-
tured medium-bodied flavors that possess notably firm
tannins and the ever-so-slightly rustic finish. This is a rel-
atively big Savigny but it retains lovely sense of harmony

[87-89]  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar
Good dark red. Deep, nuanced nose combines dark
berries, licorice and peppery herbs. Juicy and nicely
delineated if a bit youthfully tight today. Good straight-
forward wine.  Jan./Feb 2014

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Bright crimson. Hint of veg on the nose and very smooth
and flattering. Lots of life.  December 2013
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DOMAINE DE BELLENE SAVIGNY-LES-BEAUNE
PREMIER CRU LES PEUILLETS 2012

[90]  Wine Enthusiast
Beautifully perfumed, this wine is already developing
well. It presents a good balance between juicy red cherry
fruits and textured tannins that support the richness.
Web Only 2015

[89]  Wine Spectator
Rich and round, boasting cherry, wild strawberry, floral
and mineral notes. This is balanced, with the structure to
age. Features a long, compact finish.  Web Only 2015

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Bright ruby. Full of fruit and lots of roundness. Very
charming and immediate. Some fine tannins underneath.
December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE VOSNE-ROMANÈE
PREMIER CRU LES QUARTIERS DE NUITS 2012

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Racy and energetic. Lots of fruit, polished. With lots of
fruit on hte finish and some dryness.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE VOLNAY
LES GRANDS POISOTS 2012

[88]  Burghound
A distinctly earthy and mildly sauvage nose is composed
primarily of dark berry fruit and plum aromas. Like many
of the wines in the range these is good mid-palate concen-
trations to the very round and supple flavors that tighten
up on the robust and tautly muscular finish that delivers
good if not truly distinguished depth and length.  
April 2014

[88-90]  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar
Good dark red. Very ripe aromas and flavors of black
cherry, chocolate and licorice. Supple and sweet on the
palate, with fine-grained tannins and noteworthy persist-
ence.  Jan./Feb. 2014

[16]  Jancis Robinson
Slightly reduced. A hint of animal. Sweet, slightly simple
start but then fairly rich fruit. Dry finish.  
December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE CÔTES DE NUITS-
VILLAGES VIEILLES VIGNES 2012

[88]  Burghound
There is a marked floral element that adds a touch of ele-
gance to the red and dark berry aromas where there is
enough earth character to motice. The round and supple
medium-bodied flavors possess good mid-palate concen-
trations as well as solid length. This is slightly more com-
plex than the Bourgogne but not more persistent or better
balanced April 2014

[87-89]  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar
Good deep red. Black cherry and licorice on the nose.
Offers good density for the appellations, and noteworthy
cut and verve to the juicy flavors of black fruits, licorice
and spices.  Jan./Feb. 2014

[16]  Jancis Robinson
Bright crimson. Intense nose and quite a panoply of fruit.
Firm, slightly bitter finish. Lots to get your teeth into.
Firm, slightly dry end.  December 2013

DOMAINE DE BELLENE NUITS-SAINT-GEORGES
VIEILLES VIGNES 2012

[92]  Wine & Spirits
It’s round and spicy, with an ironlike strength and speci-
ficity to the flavor that the old vines seem to have drawn
out of their place in Nuits.  October 2015

[90]  Wine Enthusiast
Structured and dark-hued, this powerful wine is dense
with tannins as well as black cherry fruits. It is initially
tough, but behind the solid exterior lies a warmer wine,
full of delicious fruit waiting to come out.  
Web Only 2015

[90]  Wine Spectator
Rich and meaty, boasting cherry, tar and spice flavors.
Features plenty of grip, persisting on the long, detailed
finish.  June 15, 2015

[90]  Burghound
The medium weight flavors are impressively concentrated
with copious amounts of dry extract that imparts a highly
seductive texture to the opulent but balanced and beauti-
fully long finish.  April 2014

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Rich and sweet with fine tannins and texture. Lots of
sinew and future.  December 2013
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DOMAINE DE BELLENE SAVIGNY-LÈS-BEAUNE
VIEILLES VIGNES 2012

[91]  Wine Enthusiast
This beautifully perfumed wine offers an appealing com-
bination of red berry fruits, fragrant acidity and a firmer,
dry background. This wine is already deliciously juicy and
fruity.  Web Only 2015

[89]  Burghound
This is markedly floral with an agreeably fresh nose of
red currant and pungent Savigny style earth and humus
nuances. There is good density to the suave and seduc-
tively textured medium weight flavors that possess fine
energy on the ever-so-mildly austere finish. This is an
excellent villages and worth a look.  April 2014

[88] Wine Spectator
This is elegant, sporting cherry and violet aromas and fla-
vors. Finishes with crisp acidity.  Web Only 2015

[86-89]  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar
Good bright, dark red. Black cherry, smoke and a hint of
leather on the nose. Juicy on the palate with a smoky
dark cherry flavor accented by high-pitched suggestions
of herbs and orange peel.  Jan./Feb. 2014

[16.5]  Jancis Robinson
Bright crimson. Sweet, honest, charming. Dry finish.
December 2013
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