
THE BURGUNDIES OF NICOLAS POTEL

2019 VINTAGE PRE-ARRIVAL OFFER 
May 2021

LoosenBrosUSA.com



BURGUNDY — THE CÔTE D’OR

Loosen Bros. USA 2 Bellene Pre-Arrival Guide – 2019 Vintage

Santenay

Meursault

Beaune

DOMAINE DE BELLENE
Saint-Romain

Savigny-les-Beaune

Côtes de Nuits-Villages

Nuits-St-Georges

Vosne-Romanée



Loosen Bros. USA 3 Bellene Pre-Arrival Guide – 2019 Vintage

BURGUNDY’S “NEW CLASSIC” 2019 VINTAGE
VINTAGE NOTES FROM DOMAINE DE BELLENE 
The 2019 vintage confirms the climatic upheaval we have known since the beginning of this century. It seems that now we are facing a new 
standard and that in view of the last three vintages, including 2020, the warmer and drier climatic conditions that we’ve experienced are creat-
ing a new definition of the “classic” vintage in Burgundy. 

The start of the vegetative cycle is coming earlier, thanks to mild early-season temperatures that are worthy of May. The buds began 
their growth in the third week of March, exposing the vine to a high risk of spring frosts. April was very hot, allowing rapid growth of the 
vines. At the very beginning of June, the first flowers appeared. 

The summer was marked by two heat waves, in mid-June and mid-July, causing significant water stress. Thankfully, rainfall in August 
refreshed the vines and allowed them to regain sufficient feeding capacity to support the fruit development. Veraison began in early August. 
On the positive side, the dry conditions allowed the grapes to develop under exceptional sanitary conditions. The fungal pressure was very 
limited and we were able to start the harvest calmly. Our analyses of the maturing fruit confirmed our choice of start date for the harvest. 

We began picking on September 14 and finished on September 25. The fruit was of very high quality and excellent ripeness. The grapes 
were so healthy that sorting proceeded quickly, and we decided to do whole-cluster fermentations for most of our red cuvées. Fermentation 
took about three weeks, with less pigeage than usual and minimal racking. That was followed by one year of maturation in a combination of 
barriques and demi-muids, depending on the cuvée. We mostly used one- and two-year barrels, in order to avoid over-extraction and to 
preserve the complexity of the terroir that is expressed in our wines. 

The red wines are definitely rich, deep in color and concentrated, but their ripe flavors and round structure is balanced by supple tannins. 
The whites are gorgeously lush, supported in texture by a lively freshness. 

— Nicolas Potel & Sylvain Debord 

Allen Meadows, Burghound 
“While the word ‘miracle’ might be an exaggeration, the light rains that fell between the 9th and 11th of August seemed miraculous to the 
increasingly anxious vignerons. Another light storm dropped rain from the 8th to the 10th of September and this gave the vines that final 
sip of water they would need to finish the maturation process. As to the reds 2019 produced, most growers described them as “pleasant 
surprises” in the sense that how a blazing hot and exceeding dry growing season produced such beautifully fresh and vibrant, wines. To be 
sure, they are clearly ripe, yet despite having only average acid levels, the pHs are pretty much textbook. Their moderately firm tannic spines 
coupled with reasonable acid levels provide the framework to allow the wines to be energetic, refreshing and delineated. Moreover, and 
most importantly, the high heat did little to efface the transparency of the underlying terroir.”  (April 2021) 

Neal Martin, Vinous 
“Nicolas Potel is a different man to the one I last met three years ago. I detected a shift in style with the reds that I found imbued with more 
finesse and terroir expression than I expected, a positive progression, and asked Potel about recent changes. ‘We changed things from 2017. 
The tanks are now closed, and we do less pigeage. We no longer use pumps and use buckets instead and also practice longer fermentations. 
I like the tannins to be softer at the end.’ This revised modus operandi has yielded some real gems that do not necessarily cluster at the 
higher end of the portfolio. Readers should scan Potel’s 2019s carefully because there is a cluster of excellent wines from some of the region’s 
finest appellations, but also many that I suspect will represent great value. Onwards and upwards for Potel.”  (December 17, 2020) 

Jancis Robinson 
“Nicolas Potel of Groupe Bellene was one of the first of the new generation of smaller négociants and is no longer that small. He was born 
into the family that owned Domaine Pousse d'Or in Volnay and was already benefiting from his strong local connections as a négociant 
back in 2001 when I first wrote about Burgundy's new breed of négociants. Potel has exceedingly long experience of Burgundy despite not 
looking all that old. He sees 1989 as a vintage that brought in a new era of viticulture and vinification in Burgundy and he thinks 2019 is doing 
the same, heralding a new period of climate change. This means he is putting a second tier of higher wires in his vineyard holdings so that 
the trellis encourages a greater distance between grapes and the ground and a more extensive canopy. Warmer summers mean less risk of 
rot and disease so that the leaves can be left much later, until the end of July, before trimming. Although they have stopped photosynthe-
sising, they offer the shade that is becoming a new necessity. Potel welcomes the resulting healthier grapes because it now means he can 
use almost all the fruit, which he believes gives greater vineyard expression in the wines.  (December 30, 2020) 



Loosen Bros. USA 4 Bellene Pre-Arrival Guide – 2019 Vintage

Nicolas Potel’s Visionary Burgundy Domaine

NICOLAS POTEL ESTABLISHED Domaine de Bellene in 2005, 
starting with a few vineyard parcels from his family and several from 
growers he had worked with for many years. His goal was to follow 
in the footsteps of his beloved father, Gérard Potel, to control all 
aspects of wine production, from vineyard to market, in order to 
create pure, balanced wines that are clear expressions of their classic 
Burgundy terroirs. And to do it in a way that respects the deep tradi-
tions of the region while looking to the future, by working closely 
with nature to foster a beneficial impact on the environment. 

In 2006, Nicolas acquired the Domaine buildings, located near 
the historic center of Beaune. Originally a Cistercian abbey built in 
the 16th century, the cellars and buildings were renovated according 
to very strict environmental standards. Nicolas takes environmental 
responsibility very seriously and it is integrated into all aspects of 
the estate: buildings, vineyards, cellar work, energy conservation 
and packaging materials. 

Domaine de Bellene now owns 62.5 acres of vineyards through-
out the Côte d’Or, from Santenay in the south, to Vosne-Romanée 
in the north. The focus is on the outstanding (and often under-
rated) permier cru climats of Beaune, and on distinctive terroirs in 
promising appellations that offer exceptional value from a region 
that has seen a stratospheric rise in prices over the last 20 years. 

The name comes from “Belenos,” an ancient Gallic god of sun 
and beauty. It is the origin of the city name, Beaune, which was 
called “Belena” in Roman times, and “Bellene” in the Middle Ages.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AT DOMAINE DE BELLENE 
RESPECT 
• A deep reverence for Burgundy’s traditions and terroir, which also 

inspired the choice of name, drawn from the history of Beaune. 
• Committed to preserving the integrity of the vineyards and their 

fruit through thoughtful viticulture and gentle winemaking. 
• Honoring the legacy of the Potel family – past, present and future. 

VISION 
• Constantly seeking better ways to work with nature in the vine-

yards, based on scientific research and experimentation. 
• Continuous innovation in the cellar to reduce resource useage, 

while improving the expressive power of the wines. 
• Developing the potential of under-appreciated appellations. 
• Creating a new financial model for small startup domaines. 

SUSTAINABILITY 
• Building a new standard of sustainability for the modern Burgundy 

domaine that encompasses environmental responsibility, financial 
viability and social responsibility. 

• Commitment to low-impact viticulture and cellar practices. 
• Revitalizing existing vineyards and developing new practices for 

better vine health and long-term climate change mitigation.

OVERVIEW OF DOMAINE DE BELLENE 
YEAR FOUNDED: 2005 
OWNER: Nicolas Potel 
WINEMAKER & VINEYARD MANAGER: Sylvain Debord 
LOCATION: Beaune, Côte d’Or, France 
VINEYARD AREA: 25 hectares (62.5 acres) 
SOIL TYPES: Clay and limestone 
VITICULTURE: Practicing organic (not certified) 
GRAPE VARIETIES: 67% Pinot Noir; 33% Chardonnay 
AVERAGE YIELD: 30 hl/ha (approx. 2.5 tons per acre) 
ANNUAL PRODUCTION: 10,000 cases 

VINEYARD HOLDINGS 
62 parcels; 22 appellations in the Côte d’Or 
CÔTE DE BEAUNE: Beaune, Savigny-lès-Beaune, Saint-Romain, 

Meursault, Santenay 
CÔTE DE NUITS: Côte de Nuits-Villages, Nuits-Saint-Georges,  

Vosne-Romanée

Nicolas Potel in the cellar at Domaine de Bellene’.

“What I am searching for is definition — definition of place.” 
— Nicolas Potel
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Viticulture and Winemaking at Domaine de Bellene

THE VINEYARDS 
The Domaine vineyards are farmed according to organic and bio -
dynamic principles, to restore and maintain the unique soil structure 
and microbial life of each parcel. Organic certification was achieved 
in 2011, but was relenquished after the 2013 vintage, when the 
broad-spectrum, organic-approved insecticide for the leafhopper 
infestation proved more damaging than a synthetic alternative. In 
cases like that, Nicolas wants to be able to do what’s truly best for 
the environment, whether or not it follows a particular certification. 

Vineyard parcels are continuously renewed and, in some cases, 
fully replanted. No clones are used — sélection massale is done from 
very old, pre-phylloxera vines in Beaune and Nuits-Saint-Georges. 

At harvest time, very careful, selective hand picking into small 
bins ensures that the fruit reaches the winery in perfect condition. At 
the winery, a finer selection is done on the sorting table — an inno-
vation introduced to Burgundy by Gérard Potel in the 1960s. 

IN THE CELLAR 
In the cellar, Nicolas and Sylvain follow a patient, hands-off approach, 
which allows the vineyard terroir to better express itself. 
• Cold maceration of Pinot Noir to extract natural enzymes. 
• Pinot Noir: 60% whole-cluster fermentation in most vintages. 
• Indigenous yeast fermentation in eco-friendly stainless steel. 
• No enzymes, cultured yeasts or acid adjustments are used. 
• No filtration, unless absolutely necessary for a particular bottling. 
• No artificial light during fermentation to preserve trans-resvératrol 

compounds that are beneficial to human health. 
• Slow, gentle pressing in a vertical basket press. 
• Fruit and juice are moved by gravity. 
• Maturation in French oak barrels for 12 to 18 months. 
• Long, gentle pressing and settling of Chardonnay to reduce the 

need for filtration and avoid potential premature oxidation issues. 
• Chardonnay: 100% whole-cluster; fermented and matured in 600-

liter demi-muids for a more subtle oak influence. 

PROMOTING VINEYARD DIVERSITY 
The majority of our vineyards were planted before the arrival of 
clonal selection, a technique that began to take hold in the 1970s. 
Clones where selected mostly for high yield, at great detriment to 
quality. Numerous parcels were planted with only one clone, creat-
ing an unfortunate standardization of production and a significant 
shortage of genetic diversity in the vineyards. This also led to a loss 
of “savoir faire” in the selection of bud wood for replanting of vine-
yards, a process known as selection massale. 

We hold a parcel of Beaune 1er Cru “Les Grèves” that was 
planted in 1904. The previous owners preferred not to replant dead 
vines, instead extending the cane of the neighbouring vine. Due to 
this decision the vineyard is now maintained with the rare “Cordon 
de Royat” system, whereby a the single guyot cane remains perma-
nently and shoots are pruned back to two buds each year for next 
season’s growth. This means that we now have a vineyard over 100 
years old where we could begin our own selection process. Since the 
vineyard was planted shortly after the phylloxera epidemic, there 
was a strong chance that the vines used to replant this vineyard were 
from a massal selection of original, ungrafted vines. 

During the 2008 and 2009 growing seasons, we surveyed each 
vine during its vegetative cycle to identify only the strongest and 
healthiest vines. Any vines showing any issues of stress, chlorosis, 
lack of vigour or disease were flagged as unusable. Finally, 24 indi-
vidual vines were selected and analyzed for viruses and disease. Of 
those, only nine perfectly healthy vines were selected. 

These nine cuttings were sent to a nursery for propigation and 
grafting onto resistant rootstock. From these cuttings, 100 plants 
were re-introduced into Beaune Grèves in 2012. We follow these 
vines on a yearly basis, checking parameters like time of bud burst, 
vigour, fruit set, physiological character and grape maturity. We are 
now able to replant our other vineyards with our own selection 
massale to help increase genetic diversity within our vineyards, 
which we believe will help us truly express the terroir of our sites.

Very old vines in Beaune Grèves.



2019 Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune blanc 
The fruit for this cuvée comes from four different parcels in Savigny-lès-Beaune. The first parcel is in the lieu-dit Les Planchots. It was 
planted in 1960, on a deep and rather gravelly soil. Aux Champs Pruniers, was purchased in 2006 and farmed without chemical products. It 
gave us, as with the reds, a good estimation of the quality of organic work. Resulting from a massal selection, the vineyard was planted in 
1930 and reacts very well to ploughing and minimal treatments. Les Dessus de Vermots was purchased in 2006 and is situated in the valley 
of Savigny. This young vineyard was planted in 1985. South-faced on the hillside, it will probably provide great results in the coming years. 
The fourth plot is in the climat Les Pimentiers. It was planted in 2010 and produces only the Chardonnay grape variety. 
AVAILABILITY: 70 cases (6x750ml) 
Vinous: “The palate is well balanced with a honeyed opening, and slightly low in acidity, leading into a tropical-driven finish.” 86-88 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Santenay, Les Charmes Dessus 
This climat is just beneath the premier cru Clos Rousseau in Santenay, the southernmost village of the Côte d’Or. It covers just 40 ares and 
was replanted in 2003. We have worked very hard on tilling and trellising in order to enable full ripness in the fruit. The vineyard is located 
in a flat area between two hills that typically gets a small amount (less than 5%) of botrytis. This adds to the aromatic complexity of the fruit. 
The grapes are pressed gently and quite slowly; then the juice settles for two days and is transferred by gravity into 600-liter barrels. 
AVAILABILITY: 50 cases (6x750ml) 
Vinous: “The nicely balanced palate is clean and shows good weight, leading to a lightly honeyed, passion-fruit- and pineappletinged finish.” 87-89 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Beaune Premier Cru, Les Perrières 
This is our third vintage from a tiny parcel of Beaune Les Perrières that the Domaine acquired and replanted in 2013. Located on a relatively 
steep slope, Les Perrières features thin, stony top soil that yields the focused style of Chardonnay that Bellene favors.  Being a cooler, rela-
tively high-elevation site (410 meters), this vineyard produces wines with a distinct “uphill” character of purity and intensity, wines redolent 
of yellow fruits and a distinct limestone-driven earthiness. 
AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 
Vinous: “Has an attractive candle wax and lemon thyme bouquet that unfolds with time.” 87-89 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Meursault, Les Forges 
We have harvested this plot, planted in 1966, for seven years now. The gently sloping vineyard prospers on a clay-limestone soil and was 
treated chemically before we purchased it. We till our plots in order to reintroduce a microbiotic life, crucial to supply the vine with a source 
of carbon. The southern exposure of the vineyard guarantees excellent ripeness in the fruit, and the vines provide many grapes with 
millerandage and small compact bunches. The fruit is gently pressed, then settled for two days ,and finally moved by gravity into new oak 
barrels of different volumes: 600 and 450 liters. 
AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 
Vinous: “Bright bouquet of yellow plum, tangerine and light waxy aromas that gain intensity with aeration.” 89-91 

DOMAINE DE BELLENE WHITE WINES
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Harvesting in Meursault



2019 Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune Vieilles Vignes 
This cuvée is a blend of three parcels located very close to our Savigny-lès-Beaune Chardonnay parcels. All three vineyards are more than 
60 years old and were converted to organic viticulture when they were acquired by the Domaine in 2005 and 2006. The wines are round 
and fruity, with soft tannins and a mix of red fruit flavors. The grapes are hand harvested and sorted both in the vineyards and at the winery. 
We perform pigeage and gently press the grapes in a vertical press. The juice is settled for a long time and barreled by gravity. The wine is 
aged in 600-litre oak barrels. 
Les Vermots: This has been part of the Domaine since 2005 and was planted in 1950. The plot is the result of a massal selection from the 

Beaune Grèves premier cru. This beautiful plot of 0.25 hectare is totally remote from any other plots. 
Aux Champs Pruniers: Purchased in 2006 from a grower who had never tilled his vines before, this small parcel of 0.25 hectares was planted 

in 1930. This was a good test for our organic viticulture. Coming from a great massal selection, this plot usually yields high quality 
grapes. 

Les Planchots: Purchased in 2005 and covers 13 ares. 
AVAILABILITY: 60 cases (6x750ml) 
Burghound: “An earthier and more sauvage suffused nose… This needs to develop more depth but it’s already pretty.” 88 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges Vieilles Vignes 
The small town of Nuits-Saint-Georges lies at the epicenter of the Côtes de Nuits, just south of Vosne-Romanée. There are no grands crus, 
but a number of excellent premier crus. This wine is from four organically farmed parcels located on the northern side of Nuits-St.-Georges, 
near Vosne-Romanée, where a more fruit-driven, silky style of wine is produced. 
Les Argillats: Two south/south-east facing plots for this climat, covering a total surface area of 63 ares. Planted in 1955 on a shallow clay-

silty soil with thin pebbles, the vines are ploughed and they require a fastidious work during the green period. Another parcel (13 ares) 
was grubbed up, then left aside to rest on sainfoin (a pink-flowered Eurasian perennial leguminous herb), and finally replanted in 2013. 

Les Charmottes: A part of this 90-are-plot was planted in the early 21st century (12 ares), and the rest was planted in the sixties. The vine 
is the result of a delicate massal selection and rests on a deep clay-limestone soil. It yields high quality grapes. 

Aux Chouillets Saint Julien: This parcel covers 84 ares and was planted in 1938. Forty ares were grubbed up, left aside to rest for two years 
and replanted in 2012. This vineyard started producing again for the 2015 vintage. The wine is aged in 600-litre barrels after a gentle 
pressing in a vertical basket press. 

AVAILABILITY: 40 cases (6x750ml) 
Burghound: “Excellent volume and mid-palate density to the sappy medium weight flavors that possess classic Nuits muscle.  

This is really quite good and fashioned in a built-to-age style.” 89 “Top Value” 
Vinous: “A very well-defined bouquet of pure black cherry and cassis fruit, clean and precise. The palate is medium-bodied with succulent black cherries and touches of 

soy. Quite structured for a Nuits Saint-Georges, displaying good grip toward the finish. A sophisticated bottling.” 89-91 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Beaune Premier Cru, Hommage à Françoise Potel 
A special blend of five premier cru sites in Beaune, dedicated to the memory of Nicolas Potel’s mother. This cuvée was originally introduced 
in 2014, as Cuvée du Cinquantenaire, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Nicolas’s father, the revered Gérard Potel, who started at 
Domaine de la Pousse d’Or in 1964. It’s also a tribute to the often-underappreciated quality of Beaune wines, showing the beautiful balance 
of opulence, finesse and length that characterize the best terroirs of this appellation at the epicenter of the Côte d’Or. 

FROM THESE FIVE CLIMATS OF BEAUNE: 
Pertuisots: 0.22 hectare, planted in 1963 
Montée Rouge: 0.23 hectare, planted in 1982 
Les Bressandes: 0.22 hectare, planted in 1961 
Clos du Roi: 0.45 hectare, planted in 1962 
Reversées: 0.25 hectare, planted in 1971 
AVAILABILITY: 40 cases (6x750ml) 
Jancis Robinson: “Mid crimson. Sweet and sour red fruit, lifted and gentle on the nose. Firm and chewy on the palate.” 16.5/20 
Vinous: “The palate is well balanced with succulent red berry fruit. Fine tannins frame the peppery finish, which fans out nicely. Lovely length here. Very fine.” 90-92 
Burghound: “Ripe and nicely layered aromas include those of black cherry, earth, violet and a hint of lavender.” 90

DOMAINE DE BELLENE RED WINES
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2019 Domaine de Bellene Beaune Premier Cru, Les Grèves 
To our knowledge these are the oldest vines to be found in the Beaune appellation, planted in 1904. This is the only parcel we have that is 
still pruned in the old-style Cordon de Royat vine training method. The vines are so old and fragile here that we decided to stop working 
with machines and now everything is done by hand. 
AVAILABILITY: 10 cases (6x750ml) 
Burghound: “There is excellent volume and mid-palate density to the powerful and notably more mineral-driven flavors that possess slightly better depth on the serious, 

built-to-age and impressively persistent finale.” 92 
Vinous: “The well-defined bouquet presents a nicely focused mixture of red and black fruit, white pepper and sage and touches of black truffle. Superb structure and 

probably the most length of Potel’s Beaune Premier Crus. Classy.” 91-93 

2019 Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée Quartiers de Nuits 
The villages lieu-dit, Les Quartiers de Nuits, is located in the lowest part of Echézeaux, and is directly adjacent to Clos de Vougeot. It has 
east-southeast exposure and relatively heavy soil. The Domaine’s parcel covers 31 ares and was planted in 1927. East, south-east faced, the 
vineyard results from a massal selection and rests on a clay-limestone soil. Since it has been part of the Domaine, the plot has been converted 
to organic farming. 
AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 
Burghound: “An overtly spicy nose features notes of various flowers along with plum liqueur. The dense, serious and sappy medium-bodied flavors also possess fine 

volume while displaying impressive length on the firmly structured finish that exude a similar bitter cherry pit character. This very good Vosne villages will 
also need ample patience.” 89 

2018 Domaine de Bellene Vosne-Romanée Premier Cru, Les Suchots 
This parcel, covering 21.5 ares, was planted in 1937 and lies just next to La Romanée Saint Vivant. The vineyard is south-faced and results 
from a massal selection. The yield produced by this plot is similar to a Grand Cru (34 hl/ha). Since it has been part of the Domaine, the 
vineyard has been farmed following an organic method. The wine is aged in 228-litre oak barrels (50% new). 
AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 
Burghound: “There is a lovely inner mouth perfume to the finer but not denser medium weight flavors that possess a supple mid-palate mouthfeel, all wrapped in a long, 

sappy and complex finale that really tightens up as it sits on the palate.” 93 
Vinous: “Offers kirsch, touches of cranberry and blood orange and lovely floral tones on the well-defined nose. The palate is balanced with supple tannins and just a little 

chewiness on the entry, leading to a compact finish that needs a bit of precision and delineation.” 90-92

DOMAINE DE BELLENE RED WINES

Domine de Bellene labels provide an extraordinary level of detail about the wines, including the GPS coordinates of the vineyards!
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Nicolas Potel’s Burgundy micro-négociant

NICOLAS POTEL’S BOUTIQUE négociant company was founded 
in 2008, allowing him to extend his winemaking vision beyond the 
appellations he works with at Domaine de Bellene. With a larger 
spectrum of Burgundy climats, including an impressive array of 
premier and grand crus, Maison Roche de Bellene offers a broad 
range of wines made in the same terroir-focused, sustainably-
grown, minimal-intervention manner as those of the Domaine. 

DEEP BURGUNDY ROOTS 
As a youngster growing up at his father’s legendary Domaine de la 
Pousse d’Or, in Volnay, the ever-adventurous Nicolas traveled up 
and down the Côte d’Or — on his bicycle — trading wines with 
growers and establishing lifelong friendships. He has been working 
continuously with some of those growers ever since he started his 
first négociant company back in 1998. 

All of the growers that Roche de Bellene sources from are farm-
ing organically or according to the principles of lutte raisonée 
(“sustainable viticulture”). Nicolas and his long-time winemaking 
partner, Sylvain Debord, work closely with these growers to make 
critical decisions about vineyard management practices, crop size, 
harvest dates and winemaking practices. 

At harvest, the fruit is processed and fermented in the grower’s 
winery to minimize the time between picking and processing. 
Elevage is also done in the grower’s cellar in order to preserve the 
integrity of the wine’s origin. Final assemblage and bottling of the 
wines is done at the Roche de Bellene winery in Savigny-lès-Beaune. 

ABOUT THE NAME BELLENE 
The name comes from “Belenos,” an ancient Gallic god of sun and 
beauty. It is the origin of the city name, Beaune, which was called 
“Belena” in Roman times, and “Bellene” in the Middle Ages. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AT ROCHE DE BELLENE 
TERROIR AND TRADITION 
• Sincere respect for the heritage of the region. 
• A prestigious collection of 24 grand crus and 36 premier crus. 
• An unforced style that allows the wines to express the unique 

character of the individual climats. 
• Emphasis on purity and freshness. 

RESPONSIBLE WINEMAKING 
• A patient, minimal-intervention approach. 
• No additives or heavy-handed manipulation. 
• Maturation for 12 to 18 months in barriques and 600-liter demi-

muids, with moderate new oak to avoid over-extraction. 
• Racking and bottling are done according to lunar and biodynamic 

calendars. 

COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY 
• Working only with growers who farm their vineyards sustainably. 
• Inspiring growers to improve their viticultural practices. 
• Low-impact cellar practices.

OVERVIEW OF MAISON ROCHE DE BELLENE 
YEAR FOUNDED: 2008 
OWNER: Nicolas Potel 
WINEMAKER: Sylvain Debord 
LOCATION: Beaune, Côte d’Or, France 
VINEYARD AREA: Sourcing from 150 hectares (370 acres) 
SOIL TYPES: Clay and limestone 
VITICULTURE: Sustainable 
GRAPE VARIETIES: 70% Pinot Noir, 30% Chardonnay 
AVERAGE YIELD: 50 hl/ha (approx. 3 tons per acre) 
ANNUAL PRODUCTION: 35,000 cases 

VINEYARD SOURCES 
60 appellations throughout greater Burgundy 
CÔTE DE BEAUNE: Aloxe-Corton, Chassagne-Montrachet, 
Meursault, Puligny-Montrachet, Saint-Aubin, Saint-Romain, Volnay 
CÔTE DE NUITS: Côte de Nuits-Villages, Chambolle-Musigny, 
Gevrey-Chambertin, Morey-Saint-Dénis, Nuits-Saint-Georges, 
Vosne-Romanée 
CÔTE CHALONNAISE: Montagny, Rully 
MÂCON: Saint-Véran, Viré-Clessé

Nicolas Potel with is winemaker and vineyard manager, Sylvain Debord.
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THE BURGUNDY REGION

The Wines of Maison Roche de Bellene

Côte de Nuits

Côte de Beaune

Côte Chalonnaise

Mâcon

THE WINES (U.S. SELECTION) 
WHITE WINES 
• Bourgogne Chardonnay, Cuvée Réserve 
• Meursault Vieilles Vignes 
• Montagny 
• Puligny-Montrachet Vieilles Vignes 
• Saint-Aubin 
• Saint-Véran 
• Meursault Premier Cru, Charmes 
• Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru, Champ Gain 
• Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru 
• Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru 

RED WINES 
• Bourgogne Pinot Noir, Cuvée Réserve 
• Chambolle-Musigny Vieilles Vignes 
• Côte de Nu its-Villages Vieilles Vignes 
• Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes 
• Nuits-Saint-Georges Vieilles Vignes 
• Volnay Vieilles Vignes 
• Vosne-Romanée Vieilles Vignes 
• Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru, Cazetiers 
• Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru, Champeaux 
• Gevrey-Chambertins Premier Cru, Lavaut Saint-Jacques 
• Nuits-Saint-Georges Premier Cru, Aux Boudots 
• Chambertin Grand Cru 
• Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru 
• Corton Grand Cru 
• Clos de la Roche Grand Cru 
• Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru 

Additional wines are available through special request.

Roche de Bellene labels also provide transparent details about the origins of the fruit and the winemaking practices employed for each bottling.



2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Véran 
The Saint-Véran appellation lies in the south of the Mâconnais region. It is split into two separate islands by its close relative Pouilly-Fuissé. 
Both occupy slopes forming part of the chain of hills to which the Rock of Solutré belongs. This part of Burgundy is known for a clean, vibrant 
and mostly un-oaked style of Chardonnay. The Roche de Bellene bottling captures that heritage with this charming and elegant wine, an 
exceptional value in white Burgundy.  AVAILABILITY: 125 cases (12x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Saint-Aubin                                                                                                                                   Vinous: 85-87 
This village is tucked out of the limelight in a side valley between Meursault and Puligny-Montrachet. A high proportion of the vineyard area 
is designated premier cru, and Chardonnay is the predominant grape variety. This appellation is especially well-known for its pleasing, 
approachable white wines that are similar to Puligny-Montrachet in their steely structure, only lacking a bit of the elegance and perfume.   
AVAILABILITY: 125 cases (12x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault Vieilles Vignes                                                                                                         Vinous: 87-89 
Meursault is the largest village of the Côte de Beaune, with a history of winegrowing that dates back to the Romans. It is known for producing 
white wines that are softer and richer than the neighboring villages of Puligny-Montrachet and Chassagne-Montrachet. This villages wine 
captures the full-bodied style of this famous village while maintaining an elegant texture and a fine structure. 
AVAILABILITY: 160 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Chassagne-Montrachet Vieilles Vignes 
The village of Chassagne-Montrachet lies in the white limestone soil at the southern end of the Côte d’Or and shares the famous 
Montrachet grand crus with its sister village of Puligny-Montrachet. Historically, the vineyards here were mostly planted with Pinot Noir, but 
in the past century, this village has become world-renowned for its incisive and racy Chardonnays. From a 1.2-acre parcel that is 55 years old. 
AVAILABILITY: 40 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Puligny-Montrachet Vieilles Vignes                                                                                     Vinous: 88-90 
The village of Puligny-Montrachet is generally considered to be the finest for white wines in the Côte d’Or. Situated between Meursault to 
the north, and Chassagne-Montrachet to the south, it is home to half of the Montrachet grand crus. The wines are prized for their precision, 
their fine floral aroma, and a bracing, steely backbone. From vines that are 42 to 62 years old.  AVAILABILITY: 30 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru, Champ Gain 
The Champ Gain premier cru site has the highest elevation of all the premier crus on the slope above the village. The cooler conditions at 
the top of the slope produce a more taut and nervy style of wine.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Meursault Premier Cru, Charmes                                                                                          Vinous: 89-91 
Meursault is a large and prosperous village in the Côte de Beaune, producing mostly white wines. Although Meursault contains no grand 
cru vineyards, the quality of it’s best premiers crus is rarely surpassed. Charmes is the biggest of the three major premier cru vineyards and 
produces the most forward wines, seductive even in their youth.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Corton-Charlmagne Grand Cru                                                                                              Vinous: 93-95 
The famous “Hill of Corton” is mostly known for its red wines, but the west-facing Corton-Charlemagne side of the hill is justifiably renowned 
for white wines. Situated toward the top of the hill, these sites have a soil of predominantly white limestone, that is ideal for Chardonnay. 
The wines are racy and mineral-driven, with a chewy, resinous quality and a regal bearing.  AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru                                                                               Jancis Robinson: 17.5/20 
The Bâtard-Montrachet vineyard straddles the border between Puligny-Montrachet and Chassagne-Montrachet. It lies directly downslope 
from Montrachet itself, just across a small vineyard road. Slightly lower in elevation and with deeper, heavier topsoil, the wines gravitate to a 
weightier structure and more power than Montrachet, while retaining the sophistication and class of this legendary slice of Burgundy.  
AVAILABILITY: 10 cases (6x750ml) 
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2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Côte de Nuits Villages Vieilles Vignes 
This appellation is located south of Nuits-St-Georges, in the villages of Corgoloin and Comblanchien, which are well known for their lime-
stone quarries. Artificial hills of scrap limestone (the quarry tailings) have no commercial use, but are very interesting for viticulture because 
they collect heat and create a warm micro-climate. This helps the grapes become very ripe with a high level of quality. 
AVAILABILITY: 100 cases (12x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Chambolle-Musigny Vieilles Vignes                                                                               Burghound: 89-91 
Chambolle-Musigny is one of the most highly regarded villages of the Côtes de Nuits, revered for the elegant, delicately floral style of its 
wines. This wine is naturally fermented and spends 18 months in barrique. It is a bit more masculine and broad-shouldered due to vines that 
range from 50 to 70 years old.  AVAILABILITY: 30 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes                                                                                      Vinous: 87-89 
For many wine lovers, Gevery-Chambertin is the most iconic village of Burgundy, as it is home to one of the region’s oldest vineyard sites, 
dating back to the 6th century. Located at the northern end of the Côte de Nuits and protected by the hill of Saint-Jacques, the extraordinary 
vineyards here produce some of Burgundy’s most powerful, deep-bodied and age-worthy wines. Old vines give the Roche de Bellene villages 
bottling an extra dimension of depth and complexity.  AVAILABILITY: 160 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges Vieilles Vignes                                                                                     Vinous: 86-88 
This villages appellation straddles the town of Nuits-St-Georges, abutting Vosne-Romanée to the north and incorporating the vineyards of 
the neighbouring village, Prémeaux-Prissey, to the south. The wines are typically sturdy and long-lived, often with a touch of an earthy, rustic 
character.  AVAILABILITY: 100 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Volnay Vieilles Vignes                                                                                                          Burghound: 89-91 
Situated on the highest hill of the Côte de Beaune, this appellation has long been renowned for its lightness of touch, stylish intricacy and a 
structure that favors persistence over power. This full-flavored wine was grown in a parcel on the north end of Volnay, adjacent to Pommard. 
It lies between two hills that give it protection from cold winds, which helps the fruit achieve full ripeness. 
AVAILABILITY: 100 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Vosne-Romanée Vieilles Vignes                                                                                       Burghound: 88-91 
Vosne-Romanée is the epicenter of elite Red Burgundy. Home to seven grands crus, there is no other village in Burgundy that combines 
such intensity of flavor with refinement of structure. Asian spice, cherries, raspberries are the hallmarks of this appellation. This is serious wine 
with an underlying structure and complexity from old vines.  AVAILABILITY: 30 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru, Champeaux 
This outstanding premier cru site is in the Côtes Saint-Jacques area of Gevrey-Chambertin, up the slope behind the village. Champeaux is 
the northernmost premier cru in Gevrey and its relatively cool vineyard climate excels in warm vintages like 2019. The soil is a jumble of red 
and brown clay, with rather thin topsoil. Made from 45-year-old vines, this wine exudes aromas and flavors of black and purple fruits, violets 
and a moist earthiness. A clear standout in the Bellene portfolio.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru, Les Cazetiers                                                        Burghound: 90-92 
The Cazetiers climat is well situated at the heart of the steep Côtes Saint Jacques slope. It lies directly adjacent to Clos Saint-Jacques, facing 
more directly east. Its pale, stony topsoil drains well and produces elegant, complex wines that are less powerful than its rightfully revered 
neighbor, but they exhibit a distinctive refinement and precision.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru, Lavaut St. Jacques                                      Jancis Robinson: 17/20 
This great Premier Cru vineyard lies on opposite side of Clos Saint-Jacques from Cazetiers, where the gentle slope turns more to the south 
as it bends into the Combe de Lavaux. A cooler site because of the steady breeze through the combe, the wines are more fine-boned, with 
great precision and elegance.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml)
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2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges Premier Cru, Aux Boudots                                                       Burghound: 89-92 
An ideally situated premier cru, Aux Boudots is an east-facing site in the area that on the north of town. It is directly adjacent to the legendary 
Aux Malconsorts premier cru vineyard in Vosne-Romanée. Like its illustrious neighbor, Boudots makes striking, full-bodied wines that are 
sexy, spicy and high toned, yet full of the power and volume that Nuits-Saint-Georges is known for. Often referred to as an iron fist in a 
velvet glove.  AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Corton Grand Cru, Le Rognet 
The famous “Hill of Corton” is located in northern edge of the Côte de Beaune. Unique among Grand Crus, this appellation is further 
divided among numerous lieu-dits, which can be used on the label if the wine is from a single site. This vintage is from Le Rognet, which lies 
on the eastern slope of the hill, in the village of Ladoix-Serrigny. The upper third of this lieu-dit is used for Chardonnay (Corton-
Charlemagne), while the mid-slope section is Corton rouge planted in well-drained reddish clay soil that has a high content of iron.   
AVAILABILITY: 20 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Clos de la Roche Grand Cru                                                                                                     Vinous: 92-94 
Clos de la Roche is one of the five outstanding Grand Cru appellations in the sleepy village of Morey-St-Denis, which lies between its two 
more-famous neighbors, Gevrey-Chambertin and Chambolle-Musigny. Covering 16.9 hectares (41.7 acres), this mid-slope site produces 
some of the greatest wines of the village, with a spicy, somewhat wild aromatic profile and a firm, linear structure that ensures ageability. This 
wine is from a half-acre parcel that Nicolas Potel has been working with since 1997.  AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru                                                                             Jancis Robinson: 18/20 
Charmes is always the prettiest and most accessible of the Grand Crus in the famous village of Gevrey-Chambertin. Located directly below 
the legendary Chambertin Grand Cru, just across the Routes des Grands Crus, this site is a bit flatter, with iron-rich red clay mixed with lime-
stone pebbles. The wines have a seductive concentration of plump red fruit, with power and persistence.  AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru 
Steeped in monastic history, the famous enclosed vineyard of Vougeot was established in the 12th century by Cistercian monks from the 
nearby abbey of Cîteaux (which gave the name to the order). At 51 hectares (127 acres), it is the second-largest Grand Cru in the Côte d’Or, 
after the Hill of Corton. The wines of Vougeot are deep in color, with an intense dark fruit aroma, a lush, full-bodied texture and a beautifully 
harmonious structure.  AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 

2019 Maison Roche de Bellene Chambertin Grand Cru                                                                                                       Burghound: 91-94 
The holy grail for Burgundy lovers, Le Chambertin has been recognized as one of the greatest climats of the region since the 13th century. 
This great, east-facing site lies in the sweet spot of the slope above the Route des Grands Crus, between Latricières-Chambertin and the 
equally beloved Chambertin Clos de Bèze. This location affords a singular combination of slope, elelvation, soil structure and sun exposure. 
It is a supremely special site that produces majestic wines with power and complex depth, bound together by a regal structure.   
AVAILABILITY: 5 cases (6x750ml) 
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LoosenBrosUSA.com

REPRESENTING 
                                                                               Dr. Loosen (Mosel)   •    Villa Wolf (Pfalz) 
                                                                               Fritz Haag (Mosel)   •    Maximin Grünhaus (Ruwer/Mosel) 

Zilliken (Saar/Mosel) 
                                                                       Robert Weil (Rheingau)   •    Wittmann (Rheinhessen) 
                                                        Domaine de Bellene (Burgundy)   •    Maison Roche de Bellene (Burgundy) 
                                            Gantenbein (Graubünden, Switzerland)   •    Castello di Morcote (Ticino, Switzerland) 

J. Christopher (Willamette Valley, Oregon) 
Jim Barry Wines (Clare Valley, Australia) 

 
 

OUR TEAM 
Kirk Wille, President & Director of Marketing 

Cell: (503) 984-3041   •   kirk.wille@drloosen.com 

Cliff Robben, Vice President of Finance & Operations 
Finance, Pricing, Compliance, Orders & Logistics 

Cell: (503) 432-3420   •   clifford.robben@drloosen.com 

David Yang, Vice President of Sales & Distribution 
Director of Sales – West 

Cell: (971) 219-0427   •   david.yang@drloosen.com 

Molly Sweeney, Director of Sales – Midwest & New England 
Cell: (513) 748-7030   •   molly.sweeney@drloosen.com 

Kelly Richardson, Director of Sales – East 
Cell: (954) 205-2611   •   kelly.richardson@drloosen.com 

Jeff Marazoni, Analytics & Trade Marketing Manager 
Cell: (760) 420-4648   •   jeff.marazoni@drloosen.com 

Jared Hester, Operations Manager 
Cell: (503) 516-9013   •   jared.hester@drloosen.com 

Hannah Carty, Marketing Specialist 
Cell: (503) 954-0001   •   hannah.carty@drloosen.com 


