
Minutes of a Regular Meeting 

Of the Vestry 

Of St. James’s Episcopal Church, Richmond 

March 19, 2013 
 

 

A regular meeting of the vestry of St. James’s Episcopal Church was held on March 19, 

2013, pursuant to proper notice of time and place. Vestry members attending were Mr. 

Ryon Acey, Mrs. Louise Bowles, Margy Brown, Mr. DeWitt Casler, Ms. Mimi 

Herington , Mr. Knox Hubard, Mr. Jay Jennings, Mr. Michael Lantz, Mr. Steve McCoy,  

Ms. Mary Watt New, Ms. Gloria Prevatt, Mrs. Kendal Sibley, Mr. Geoff Sisk, Mrs. 

Bobbie Ukrop, Mrs. Britt Van Deusen, Mr. Stephen Watts, and Mrs. Norvell Whitaker. 

Mrs. Kathryn West was absent. Also attending were the Rev. Randolph Marshall 

Hollerith, the Rev. Ann Dieterle, the Rev. Carmen Germino, the Rev. Alex Riffee, Mrs. 

Anita Lisk, and Mrs. Poconna Thiel. The Rev. Dr. Mark Cooper was a special guest. Mr. 

Hollerith served as chairman, with Mrs. Lisk serving as secretary.  

 

The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m. with a service of Evening Prayer. The business of the 

meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.    

 

Mr. Hollerith welcomed the members of the 2016 Vestry class: Knox Hubard, Gloria 
Prevatt, Geoff Sisk, Bobbie Ukrop, Kathryn West, and Norvell Whitaker. 
 

Motions to adopt the agenda and approve the Minutes from the February 19, 2013 regular 

meeting were made and seconded. Mr. Jennings recommended a change to the Minutes to 

clarify his remarks regarding the 2013 Operating Budget. The Agenda and the Minutes 

with this friendly amendment were unanimously approved.  

 

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

 Dr. Cooper distributed several handouts regarding demographic information and other 

changes in the Episcopal Church and religious organizations in general as part of a 

presentation about the future of the Church. Studies show that, in general, membership in 

religious organizations is declining and more expected primarily because of the aging 

population. Resources will no longer be readily accessible as churches, particularly small 

ones, need to close because their membership can’t sustain them.  

 More and more people consider themselves religiously unaffiliated, attending church 

only for weddings, baptisms and funerals. 

 Future trends and themes include: 

 Increasing technology 

 Diminishing hierarchical structure 

 Globalization 

 Energy changes and challenges 

 Demographic changes 

 



 Mr. Harvey Cox, a researcher of futurists’ perspective, reports that the global 

population is increasingly younger and that, since 2005, when the European Union failed 

to mention Christianity in its constitution, a new era of the Christian faith has begun to 

emerge. The world has shifted to an “Age of Spirit” – an effusive, experiential, practice-

centered impulse of faith that is sweeping the globe. 

 Dr. Cooper introduced the “Sigmoid Curve,” which has three phases: 

1) Learning phase 

2) Growth phase 

3) Decline phase 

 The Church needs to know when to anticipate and prepare for the next phase and 

must assess where it is on the chart in order to be ready for what the Church needs to 

offer to remain viable. 

 Dr. Cooper concluded by saying that he is greatly excited about the way the Holy 

Spirit is working in the Church. 

 

 Mr. Hollerith thanked Dr. Cooper for his presentation and announced that Dr. Cooper 

will lead the morning portion of the upcoming Vestry Retreat and cover more on this 

subject. Mr. Hollerith said that it is good to recognize our many blessings while 

anticipating the future. 

 

 

COMMENTS & CONCERNS 

 Mrs. Herington reported that there are new parking restrictions on West Avenue, 

limiting parking for those without residential zone stickers to one hour every day of the 

week, including Sundays. 

 

 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

Election of Vestry Officers 

 Mr. Hollerith nominated Mr. Steve McCoy to serve as Senior Warden. There being 

no further nominations, on a motion made, seconded and unanimously approved, Mr. 

McCoy was elected to serve a one-year term as Senior Warden. 

 Mr. McCoy nominated Mr. Stephen Watts to serve a third term as Junior Warden. 

There being no further nominations, on a motion made, seconded and unanimously 

approved, Mr. Watts was elected to serve another one-year term as Junior Warden. 

 On motions made, seconded and unanimously approved, Mrs. Ann Rawls and Mrs. 

Katharine Hoffmann were elected to serve as volunteer Treasurers and Anita Lisk was 

elected to serve as Registrar. 

 Mr. Hollerith announced that Mr. Jay Jennings has agreed to again serve as Finance 

Chair. 

 

 

Authority to Conduct the Church’s Business 

 On a motion made and seconded, the Vestry unanimously adopted a resolution 

provided by Davenport to approve that the Senior and Junior Wardens, the Financial 

Secretary and the Director of Stewardship and Development are authorized to buy, sell, 

assign and endorse for transfer, certificates representing stocks, bonds or other securities 

now registered or hereafter registered in the name of this church. 



 On a motion made and seconded, the Vestry unanimously adopted a resolution 

provided by SunTrust to approve the authorization for the Senior and Junior Wardens, the 

Finance Chair and the Treasurers to sign checks drawn on the church’s accounts. It was 

noted that one signature is needed for checks under $1,000 and two signatures needed for 

checks over that amount and that Mr. Jennings, as Finance chair, will review the bank 

statements. 

 

Vestry Greeter 

 A sign-up sheet for volunteers to serve as monthly Greeters at the church door was 

circulated. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS  

 Mr. Jennings distributed the monthly financial reports and reviewed the income and 

expenses through the end of February. He particularly noted the revenue receivables 

listed by month with comparisons to previous years. 

 

 

COMMISSIONS REPORTS 

 Mr. Hollerith announced that Commission and Committee assignments will be sent to 

the Vestry after he and Mr. McCoy have discussed them. 

 Mr. Casler reported that Mr. Scott Hetzer has agreed to continue as the chair of the 

Missions committee this year. 

 

FOUNDATION COMMISSION  

 Buildings & Grounds  

 Mr. Watts distributed a full report and circulated photos of recent water damage from 

a burst pipe in the sacristy. 

 In other matters, the HVAC heating coil needs to be replaced and there are also 

Michaux House roof issues that need to be addressed. Also, a crack has been found in the 

steeple, which may lead to leaks. It has not yet been determined if the crack was caused 

by the earthquake or by work being done on the AT&T equipment in the steeple.  

 Mr. Watts also reported that the church is working with Beth Ahabah regarding 

graffiti on the deck and a landscaping project in front of the deck and the Michaux 

House. 

 

Stewardship 

 Mr. Woodson submitted a written report, which highlighted that there is still a need 

for more pledges in order to meet the expectations of the 2013 operating budget. 

 Mr. Hollerith noted that approximately 50% of the families at St. James’s commit to 

an annual pledge. 

 

 

ASSOCIATE/ASSISTANT RECTORS REPORTS 

 Mr. Hollerith welcomed Ann Dieterle, who has returned from her recent medical 

leave. Ms. Dieterle said she appreciated all the prayers and support during her recent 

surgery and recovery. 



 Ms. Germino reported that this is “Missions Season” at the church. She has recently 

returned from a mission trip to New Orleans and is looking forward to the mission to 

Cuba scheduled in April. The recent mission trip to Haiti went well and a team will be 

leaving in early April to assist with Hurricane Sandy relief in New York. 

 Mr. Riffee reported that youth group events have been going well. Mr. Mark Shuford 

will be leading the high school class in a series about “Spirituality and Pop Culture” this 

spring. Mr. Riffee also announced that registration for the Youth Mission trip this 

summer is nearly full. 

 

 

OTHER REPORTS  

1) A list of Vestry meeting dates was distributed. Mr. Hollerith noted that the Vestry 

Retreat will be on April 20 at the church. 

2) A roster of Vestry members with their contact information was also distributed. 

3) The Parochial Report for 2012 was distributed. Membership has increased and 

attendance is slightly higher than last year. Mr. Hollerith noted that the trends for 

the future that Dr. Cooper spoke of is evident, particularly in that attendance 

increases are not at the same level to match with membership increases. 

A motion to submit the 2012 Parochial Report to the Diocese was made, 

seconded, and unanimously approved. 

4) The Final Statistical Report for 2012 was distributed. This report includes the 

numbers and names of those baptized, confirmed, received, and reaffirmed, as 

well as for transfers in and out of St. James’s, deaths, and weddings. 

 

 

RECTOR’S REPORT  

 Mr. Hollerith reported that the Children’s Center board met early in the day and are 

on schedule with their search efforts for a new Executive Director. 

 Mr. Hollerith asked the Vestry to review the list of upcoming events on the reverse of 

the Agenda. He said that St. James’s is particularly honored to have been asked by 

Bishop Shannon to serve as a host site for the bishop’s first event in the new Episcopal 

Art Series. The Tallis Scholars will present a concert at St. James’s on March 20. 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 6:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Anita Lisk 

Clerk 

Approved: 

 

 

 

_____________________________   ______________________________ 

Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith   Steve McCoy 

Rector       Senior Warden 

 


