
This summer, a mission in our own 
backyard: Richmond’s East End

No passports, plane tickets or even a 
long van ride will be required for 

one of St. James’s newest mission destina-
tions: Richmond. 
 This summer 10 missioners will join 
partners from Faith Community Baptist 
Church to provide an enriching summer 
day camp experience August 13-18 for 
third and fourth graders from low-income 
families in the city’s East End. In addi-
tion, missioners from both churches will 
eat, sleep, pray, and study that week at 
Richmond Hill, a peaceful retreat facility 
in a former monastery overlooking historic 
Shockoe Bottom and downtown Rich-
mond.
 “Everyone is very excited about the 
mission,” said mission leader Suzanne 
Hall. “It is a wonderful domestic project 
that requires no travel.”

A strategic initiative
 The Missions Committee added a mis-
sion to the East End in response to calls for 

a local mission that came out of the focus 
groups organized in 2010 as part of the 
church’s strategic planning process. The 
plan eventually included a directive to “ex-
pand local mission opportunities to address 
the needs of our city by developing local 
family mission trips including one in which 
parents and children can serve together.”
 “The response to the new mission has 
been really enthusiatic,” said Hall, who in 
addition to serving on the Missions Com-
mittee has also been on two mission trips 
to Sudan and five missions to Our Little 
Roses Home for Girls in Honduras.
 Richmond Hill is an ecumenical 
Christian fellowship and retreat center on 
Church Hill. Participants from St. James’s 
and Faith Community Baptist Church, 
which is located in the city’s Eastview 
neighborhood, will hold evening discus-
sions about poverty, racial reconciliation, 
and building beloved community right 
here in our own city.  

(Continued on page 15)
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On three Sundays this summer, June 
10, July 8, and August 12, brunch 

will be served in Valentine Hall following 
the 10:00 a.m. services. Enjoy delicious 
and inventive breakfast and lunch fare pre-
pared by Richmond favorite, Mosaic Café 
and Catering. Made from the best local in-
gredients to create scrumptious, regionally 
focused cuisine, brunch by Mosaic offers 
an impossible-to-resist food and fellowship 
opportunity  for our third year of  summer 
brunches at St. James’s.

 Cost of  the brunch will be $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 10 and under.
 Please make reservations for the 
brunches in advance. Send us your name, 
phone number and number of  guests by 
email at gyoung@doers.org or call Gina 
Young at 355-1779, ext. 315. 
 Parishioners can pay by credit card, 
check or cash at the door. We’ll see you 
there! 

Summer brunches are back at St. James’s
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From the Rector’s Desk

The Rev. Randolph Marshall
Hollerith, Rector

Summer transitions

Just the other day someone com-
mented on how relieved I must be to 

have the staff  rounded out and com-
plete. With the arrival of  Alex Riffee 
and Carmen Germino last summer, plus 
the addition of  Caroline Parkinson and 
Mark Cooper to fill in for the retiring 
Doug Burgoyne, all our staff  positions 
have been nicely filled. But the staffing 
reality in a church our size, with 17 full 
or part-time employees, is that there is 
almost always someone in transition. 
This summer will be no exception.
 I am sorry to report that Kent Duf-
fey and Richard Rumble will both be 
leaving their jobs at St. James’s over the 
summer months. Blessedly, neither will 
be leaving the parish, rather they are 
being called away to new and exciting 
developments in their own careers. 

 After more 
than five years 
as our Director 
of  Children’s 
Ministries, Kent 
feels like this is 
the right time to 
branch out in a 
new direction. 

Beginning this summer she will start 
classes toward a degree in nursing! Be 
sure to see Kent’s article in this edition 
of  the Chimes for more information 
about this new and exciting undertaking. 
Kent has been a great blessing to all of  
us at St. James’s and most especially to 
our children. Her excellent leadership 
and administrative skills, coupled with 
her love of  education, have blessed our 
parish. In five years Kent has taken our 

children’s Christian education programs 
to new levels never before seen at St. 
James’s. Among other things, the institu-
tion of  the Rotation Model and Godly 
Play has increased our class attendance, 
inspired new ways of  teaching the faith, 
and kept more students in class Sunday 
after Sunday. Her passion for mission 
and outreach has been a wonderful 
influence on our children, and everyone 
values her gentle, loving approach. I am 
very thankful for Kent’s ministry among 
us, and we will miss her as a member 
of  the staff. Kent’s last Sunday will be 
August 5. We will celebrate her ministry 
and Richard’s on Sunday, July 29.
 Richard joined the staff  three 
years ago as part of  our communica-
tions team. His expertise as a graphic 
designer and artist 
can be seen on any 
number of  church 
publications. His 
hard work has 
produced virtually 
every bulletin for 
every liturgy held 
at St. James’s over 
all that time. While we would love to 
keep him on the staff, Richard is ready 
to answer a call to join the community 
at Richmond Hill as their Director of  
Communications. Beginning July 1, 
Richard will become a full-time member 
of  that community, living and working 
at Richmond Hill. However, he will 
still be an important part of  the West 
Gallery Choir and the Guitar Ensemble, 
among other ministries at St. James’s. 
Richard has blessed us these last years 

bringing a level of  knowledge and know-
how with him from a long career in 
marketing and design. Both he and Kent 
leave a mark on our parish that will be a 
lasting legacy.
 In the weeks to come please let 
them know how much we appreciate 
their ministry among us. They are good 
folks who will be missed, but we rejoice 
with them both as they embark on these 
new adventures.

Blessings,
   

Kent Duffey

Richard Rumble

Funding for the Scott-Taliaferro 
Scholarship is given through the 

generosity of  Mrs. Thomas Branch 
Scott, Jr. and Lucy Nelson Taliaferro in 
memory of  their parents and grand-
parents, and Dr. and Mrs. Richard 
Michaux. Created to provide financial 
aid to further the undergraduate college 
education of  St. James’s members, the 
scholarships are awarded based on need 
and service to the community. Ap-
plicants must submit a personal letter 
which includes the objectives or pur-
poses for pursuing a college education, 
financial need and any other sources 
of  funding, a description of  family (e.g. 
number of  household members), and 
a description of  service efforts (e.g. 
church, community, and school). Submit 
letters no later than July1 to The Rev. 
Randy Hollerith.

Scholarships  
available
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Chichester Cathedral in Sussex, 
England, is the seat of  a sacred 

music legacy that dates to the early 17th 
century and the tenure of  the renowned 
organist and composer, Thomas Weelkes 
(1575–1623). Each year the cathedral 
collaborates with its neighboring ca-
thedrals at Winchester and Salisbury, a 
tradition that dates back to 1904.
 In 1965 The Very Reverend Dr. 

Walter Hussey, Dean 
of  Chichester Cathe-
dral, commissioned 
the American com-
poser Leonard Ber-
nstein to compose a 

work based on the Psalms. Dean Hussey 
was well known as a champion of  the 
arts who had commissioned works for 
the church by such composers as Ben-
jamin Britten and William Walton, by 
such artists as Marc Chagall and Henry 
Moore, and the poet W. H. Auden. His 
cathedral organist had recommended in-
viting a composer to write a choral piece 
in a slightly popular, yet artistic style. 
That suggestion immediately prompted 
Hussey to think of  the West Side Story 
composer, Leonard Bernstein.
 Dean Hussey suggested Psalm 2 as 
the text for the piece; Bernstein agreed 
but added that he would like to include 
other Psalms, creating “Psalm suite.” As 
he began to consider the commission, 
Bernstein realized that he could “think 
of  these Psalms only in the original 
Hebrew.” He was initially concerned 
about whether this would be considered 
appropriate for the cathedral. However, 
Dean Hussey quickly put his concerns 

to rest and organized pronunciation 
coaching for the choirs. The premiere 
of  Chichester Psalms on July 31, 1965 was 
received enthusiastically. The Bishop of  
Chichester is said to have remarked that 
he had envisioned King David dancing 
before the Lord.
 Each of  the three movements of  
Chichester Psalms contains the complete 
text of  one Psalm and a selected passage 
from another. The relationship be-
tween the two texts shows considerable 
thoughtfulness by Bernstein, both as to 
the meaning and to the musical possi-
bilities. 
 The work opens with Psalm 108, v. 
2, a fanfare-like exhortation to praise the 
Lord. The main part of  the movement 
is an ebullient, dance-like and some-
what jazzy setting of  Psalm 100, where 
extensive use of  percussion is employed 
in “making a joyful noise.”

Psalm 108, v. 2 
Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and 
harp; 
I myself  will waken the dawn.

Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; 
serve the LORD with gladness 
and come before his presence with a 
song.

Know this: The LORD himself  is 
God; 
he himself  has made us, and we are 
his;
we are his people and the sheep of  his 
pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go 
into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his 
Name.

For the LORD is good; his mercy is 
everlasting;  
and his faithfulness endures from age 
to age.

 The second movement begins with 
a boy soloist, accompanied by harp, 
sweetly singing the opening verses of  
Psalm 23. As the Psalm is taken up by 
female voices, however, the men of  the 
chorus sing verses from Dean Hussey’s 

(Continued on page 7)

Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m. 
St. James’s Festival Chorus and Orchestra present Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms 
and Rutter’s Gloria
Offering benefits CARITAS

Wednesday, June 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Anne O’Byrne, soprano, with David Fisk, piano 
Offering benefits Central Virginia Foodbank

Wednesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m. 
Gus Highstein (oboe) and Friends 
Offering benefits St. James’s Children’s Center

Welcome Summer Recital Series

Chichester Psalms featured in first 
of the Welcome Summer Recital 
Series at St. James’s

Mark Whitmire, Director of Music
Virginia Whitmire, Organist and Choir Director

Music
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Ann Dieterle,
Associate Rector

“Therefore God waits to be gracious to 
you…your Teacher will not hide any more, 
but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And 
when you turn to the right or when you 
turn to the left, your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk 
in it.’”
 – paraphrased from Isaiah 30:18-21

I  want to go for a really long walk.
 I blame author Bill Bryson. After 

I read his book A Walk in the Woods I 
wanted to hike the Appalachian Trail – 
all 2000ish miles of  it at one time. This 
is an odd thing for me to want to do, be-
cause while I like walking in the woods, 
I’m not sure I am prepared to sleep in 
the woods. Or go without showers. Or, 
well…I’ll leave the rest unwritten.
 I may still do it.
 Part of  the attraction is living 
without the conveniences of  modern 
life. Whenever I go on retreat or a mis-
sion trip, I love being without the smart 
phone and the email and the television. 
I don’t know about you, but my experi-
ence is that when I want to connect with 
God, with other people, with nature – it 
helps if  I first disconnect from certain 
things.
 The other part of  the attraction 
is the simple, if  inexplicable desire to 
go on that aforementioned really long 
walk. When Bryson wrote about the 
rhythm of  life on the trail, my soul was 
stirred (not shaken) in a way that it does 
when God is trying to speak truth into 
my life. Do you know this feeling? You 

might have other words for it. John and 
Charles Wesley talked about feeling 
their hearts “strangely warmed.” Others 
might feel a sense of  alertness or excite-
ment. Maybe for others it’s similar to a 
vision-like experience.
 I can’t find a precise explanation 
for it, but I’m sure that God is out there, 
waiting to show me something, waiting 
to be gracious to me, as Isaiah says in 
the verse quoted above.
 Two things happened since I felt 
that stirring in my soul. One is that my 
desire has shifted from wanting to hike 
the Appalachian Trail to walking the 
“Way of  St. James.” (I’ve mentioned 
this before and will get back to it a little 
later.) The other thing is that I now have 
vocabulary for it: pilgrimage.
 Pilgrimage is a fancy word for a 
sacred, spiritual journey. 
 Unlike a traveler or a tourist, as Di-
ana Butler Bass explains in From Nomads 
to Pilgrims, “a pilgrim’s goal is not to es-
cape life, but to embrace it more deeply, 
to be transformed wholly as a person, 
with new ways of  being in community 
and new hopes for the world…Being a 
tourist means experiencing something 
new; being a pilgrim means becoming 
someone new.” 
 You don’t have to go on a really 
long walk to go on a pilgrimage or to be 
a pilgrim. A pilgrimage can be an in-
ward journey of  self-discovery or trans-
formation. Therapy, 12-step recovery, 
engaging a practice of  centering prayer 

or meditation are all sacred, spiritual 
journeys. And you can go on a trip with-
out all of  the walking but that takes you 
to sacred sites – by which I mean places 
that are important to you, not necessar-
ily churches or places deemed sacred by 
others.
 But I still want to go on that really 
long walk.
 I mentioned in a previous article 
that I want to lead a pilgrimage to 
Spain, and in particular to El Camino 
de Santiago (a.k.a. the Way of  St. James) 
if  there is enough interest and commit-
ment. The range of  dates will be from 
September 18 – 28, 2013. Airline prices 
aren’t available now, and I’m currently 
working on the best possible option to 
balance out costs and amenities. The 
trip will have consecutive days of  walk-
ing between 14 km and 26 km for a total 
of  about 75 miles. In addition to views 
of  the beautiful Spanish countryside, 
it will include some downtime in Leon 
and Madrid, time to tour well-known 
and important historical sites, and tapas. 
There will definitely be tapas. If  you’re 
interested and haven’t already spoken to 
me about it, please let me know. In the 
coming days I’ll be firming up a date 
for an initial informational meeting, 
a deposit amount and a commitment 
deadline.
 Abraham and Sarah and Moses 
and the Israelites did a lot of  walking. 
Jesus and his disciples did a lot of  walk

(Continued on page 7)

Taking a very special walk
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Six years ago I opened the Summer 
Chimes and read an article from 

Margie Grey saying she was retiring 
from St. James’s. I read her message sev-
eral times. Later that day my friend, Su-
san, called me. The first thing she said 
was, “You know that’s your job, right?” 
And the honest response was, “Yes, but 
not right now.” I had just left teaching 
to stay home with my daughters for a 
while. However, as the year progressed, 
the thought of  that job stayed with me. 
And through the guidance of  wonderful 
people like Dana Corsello, Sara Cath-
erine Kibler and Randy Hollerith, a 
committee of  St. Jamesers agreed that I 
would have the opportunity to be a part 
of  this staff, to be involved in ministry 
with so many people. Quite humbling.
 And now six years later, I am writ-
ing in the Chimes to tell you that I will 
leave my position as Director of  Chil-
dren’s Ministries at the end of  July. As 
much as I was called to this position in 
2007, I now hear another call. One un-
expected but developed because of  my 
time here at St. James’s and my growing 
love of  mission work, especially in Haiti. 
My past two missions to Haiti have been 
with Health 4 Haiti medical teams. 
Through my work with this non-profit, 
I began to hear a call where I could 
minister to Haitians through providing 
much needed health care and hopefully 
to work on ways to expand health care 
to all Haitians. This call has led me to 
return to school in the fall with the goal 

of  enrolling in nursing school in 2013. 
 A written thank you acknowledging 
the blessings that I have received from so 
many people these past few years seems 
completely inadequate, but I will try.
 For the parents, who have trusted 
me with the spiritual formation of  their 
children, it is the most humbling honor 
I have ever received. You have shared 
your thoughts, questions and stories with 
me. My hope is that I have been respon-
sive and thoughtful to each of  you, and 
that your children have flourished here.
 For the parishioners who have been 
called to Children’s Ministries, I could 
not have done this job without you. I 
have met many talented people and 
enjoyed working with each of  you. From 
Sunday school to the nursery to the 
Advent Fair, and everything in between, 
this is a place blessed to have so many 
who feel called to be a part of  a child’s 
spiritual pathway. 
 For the staff  of  St. James’s, who 
welcomed me into their world so seam-
lessly, I simply can’t say enough about 
how each person that works here has 
become part of  my family. You have 
prayed for me, laughed with me (and at 
me) and encouraged me. You helped me 
grow in ways I never thought possible. 
I am a better person because I have 
worked with each of  you. 
 For my family, who simply put up 
with me, I am grateful for your patience. 
I often tell parishioners that Peter’s min-
istry is taking care of  me, and it is true. 

He has always supported my ministry 
and continues to do so as I respond to 
a new call. I am forever grateful for his 
encouragement, love and support. I am 
also thankful for the enthusiasm and 
vigor that my daughters have shown as 
they embraced St. James’s as their home 
away from home. I felt very connected 
to my church as a child, and I have 
loved giving my children that oppor-
tunity. Even though Ellie refused on a 
weekly basis to tell me what she did in 
Sunday School (“You know, Mom!”), 
I have had the blessing of  sharing my 
work with them in a very tangible way.
And, finally, for the children of  St. 
James’s, I am thankful to have experi-
enced the great joy of  getting to know 
you, laugh with you, hug you, teach you, 
and learn from you. To simply be invited 
into your lives has been my greatest hon-
or. My mission at St. James’s has always 
been to provide a safe, sacred, fun and 
welcoming place you could always count 
on. I hope I have done that. 
 While I am leaving this position, my 
family and I will still be at St. James’s. I 
intend to stay involved with Children’s 
Ministries and Mission, and I look for-
ward to serving alongside many of  you 
and continuing to teach our great St. 
James’s kiddos! 
 As it has been said before, I’ll see 
you in the pews!

Peace,

Goodbye

. . . for Children
Kent Duffey,

Director of Children’s Ministries
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Alex Riffee,
Assistant Rector

As a youth, I remember feeling 
invincible at times. If  I was not 

working hard at something, then I was 
playing hard with my friends day and 
night. I constantly felt the need to be 
somewhere or do something, which of-
ten involved my peer group rather than 
family. When summer hit, I took that 
mentality with me, and I rested little. I 
did not really understand the meaning 
of  Sabbath as a teen, nor did I really 
know that the deepest parts of  my soul 
were in need of  one.
 At 16 years old, however, God 
soon granted me the opportunity and 
the knowledge of  what Sabbath really 
means. One afternoon, my hometown 
was hit by an unexpected and intense 
thunderstorm. Just as soon as it started, 
the storm caused a tree to fall on the 
power lines and across our neighbor-
hood road. As a result, my plans and 

my usual comforts were shattered. I 
could neither go out nor amuse myself  
with video games and television. I was 
trapped with nothing to do!
 Yet, after the candles were lit and 
the hours went on, my misplaced anger 
soon turned into an air of  fascination. 
I picked up a leisure book for the first 
time in months. I stared off  into space 
for no reason whatsoever and took time 
to have a great conversation with my 
family, which seemed to happen rarely 
at that age. All of  these things, when 
reflected upon, were much more fulfill-
ing to me than all my original plans or 
activities given to me to help pass the 
summer. I needed an opportunity to 
break from routine and God, or at least 
coincidence, provided it.
 As I grade many confirmation 
exams this year for the 9th grade class, 
I believe that our youth have the same 

need. Whether they explore new places, 
better hone their skills in a particular in-
terest, or wake up early to earn their first 
paychecks, I am excited to see how their 
summer experiences will change them as 
they continue to mature and understand 
who they are in God’s eyes. Yet, I pray 
that we adults and parents are able to 
provide them with the much needed free 
time they so desire and need. Whether 
they are sleeping in and growing a foot 
by summer’s end or finding unexpected 
opportunities to build on relationships 
that have seemed to hit the backburner, 
our teens need the support and help to 
balance the roles of  young adult and 
playful child. May God bless us in this 
task.

With love and prayers,

Embracing Sabbath

We are pleased to mention that 
we have a good group of  youth 

who are passing a new milestone. Let us 
celebrate and support those individu-
als who will be graduating high school 
seniors. If  you see them, be sure to give 
them a hug, say a prayer, and ask what 
their plans are post-graduation!

Tucker Valentine Brown
Harrison Clement
John Clement
Alexis Gordon Crittenden

Thomas Rawles Cronly
Anna-Wells Crowley
James Ian Daniel
Kathryn Kellum Dickinson
Henry Blair Farinholt
Sophie Elizabeth Peyton
Scott Beverley Bland Jewett
Thomas Page Kemp
Landon Carter Kemp
Mark Duncan Kilpatrick Jr.
Malcom Douglas McDowell
Marianna McKinley Crenshaw

Thomas Wentworth Osgood III
Heth Owen IV
Madison Kelley Ratliff
Robert McLeod Woods Robertson
Samuel Ames Russell
Janie Clark Spilman
William Knebel Turner
Charles Newton Whitaker Jr.
Caroline Langley Wright

Congratulations, seniors!
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A very special 
walk  
(Continued from page 4)

Chichester Psalms (Continued from page 3)

Donations to the 
Family Library

Thank you to all the families who 
donated books to the St. James’s 

Family Library this year. These 
books were donated in honor of  
children, grandchildren, family, and 
friends. 

 Please consider making a gift 
to the family library next program 
year. Suggested titles are listed on 
the bulletin board in the library on 
the 2nd floor of  Michaux House.

Psalm 2, “Why are the nations in an 
uproar?” Now the music is very angular 
and agitated. The contrasting music 
of  pastoral serenity and peace (Psalm 
23) and the raging music of  war (Psalm 
2) proceed in uneasy counterpoint 
throughout the rest of  the second move-
ment.

Psalm 23    
The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green 
pastures 
and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul and guides me 
along right pathways for his Name’s 
sake.

Though I walk through the valley of  
the shadow of  death, I shall fear no 
evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the 

presence of  those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of  my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of  the 
Lord forever.

Psalm 2, vs 1-4 
Why are the nations in an uproar? 
Why do the peoples mutter empty 
threats?

Why do the kings of  the earth rise 
up in revolt, and the princes plot 
together, 
against the LORD and against his 
Anointed?

“Let us break their yoke,” they say; 
“let us cast off  their bonds from us.”

He whose throne is in heaven is laugh-
ing; 
the Lord has them in derision.

 The third movement begins with 
a Prelude for orchestra alone, a varia-

tion on the music with which the Psalms 
began. This leads into a simple, tuneful 
setting of  Psalm 131 (despite the 10/4 
time) with a very Broadway feeling. The 
movement concludes with the chorus, 
unaccompanied, intoning a verse from 
Psalm 133 – a vision of  peace before the 
closing Amen.
Psalm 131 

O LORD, I am not proud; 
I have no haughty looks.

I do not occupy myself  with great 
matters, 
or with things that are too hard for 
me.

But I still my soul and make it quiet, 
like a child upon its mother’s breast; 
my soul is quieted within me.

O Israel, wait upon the LORD, 
from this time forth for evermore.

Psalm 133, v.1    
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 
when brethren live together in unity!

ing. Paul, St. Francis of  Assisi, the list 
goes on. Their intention was to seek a 
deeper knowledge of  and connection 
with God, and a deeper knowledge 
of  themselves. Sometimes to find the 
“Way,” the thing to do is to lace up your 
shoes and go.
 And when you turn to the right or 
when you turn to the left, your ears shall 
hear a word behind you, saying, “This is 
the way; walk in it.” 

Peace and good, 

In advance of  the upcoming General 
Convention of  the Episcopal Church, 

St. James’s will hold two forums on is-
sues that are likely to affect the Dio-
cese of  Virginia and in particular the 
legislation regarding the authorization 
of  Same-Sex Blessings. We will consider 
the legislation itself, the theological 
background behind the legislation, and 
the trial liturgies that are proposed for 
use. The forums will be held on Sun-
days, June 3 and June 17, following the 
10:00 a.m. services.

Summer Forums  
to focus on  
Same-Sex Blessing  
legislation
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Family  Album

Bobbie Ukrop beams as she prepares to place a bid 
at this year’s Mardi Gras for Missions During Sunday School 

Clair Duffey works on 
her card for the children 
coming soon from the  
Dominican Republic for 
life-saving surgeries in 
Richmond as part of the 
World Pediatric  
Project.

David Johnson, Monty McFadden and Mark Shuford 
enjoy food and fellowship at Mardi Gras for Missions
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Family  Album

Celia Stone, Andy Smith, Judy 
P hilpott, and Tully Welborn tackle a 
green painting job in Haiti.

Joseph Ascoli and fifth graders in the Children’s 
Choir, Hunter McGuire, Libby McCoy, 
Oliver Fisk, Anne Mason Ruth, Alec Davis, 
Payton Jager, and Parker Krey, sing their  
Cantata at the 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday, 
April 29.

Sophie May practices her writing with a fun story about 
circus animals.

Mike Sullivan takes a break 
from construction to try out a 
schoolyard game in Haiti.
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Faith in Act ion

The Rev. Carmen Germino,
Assistant Rector

As a newcomer to Richmond, I 
am eager to put down roots here 

and learn as much as possible about my 
adopted home. Of  course, whenever 
one wants to understand the present, 
one must engage in studying the past. 
Richmond’s history is both rich and 
complicated. 
 One of  the most complicated parts 
of  Richmond’s past and present is race 
relations. A new book by the Rev. Ben-
jamin Campbell explores the history of  
race relations in Richmond and Vir-
ginia, beginning with the settlement at 
Jamestown and continuing through the 
Civil War to present-day Metropolitan 
Richmond. The book is written from 
a religious perspective and challenges 
readers to consider how the legacy of  
the past can affect the reality of  the 
present.
 This summer, Suzanne Hall and 
I will lead a five-week book study on 
Richmond’s Unhealed History. We welcome 
all – native Richmonders and newcom-
ers alike – who are interested to join 
us for light refreshments, discussion, 
and prayer for the city of  Richmond. 
To sign up for the book study, please 
contact me at cgermino@doers.org 
or 804.355.1779, ext. 319. Copies of  
Richmond’s Unhealed History are available. 
Please indicate if  you would like to pur-
chase one.
 We will meet at St. James’s (room 
TBA) from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. on Tues-

days. The book study schedule is:

Tuesday, July 10 – Introduction,   
 Chapters 1 & 2
Tuesday, July 17 – Chapters 3 & 4
Tuesday, July 24 – Chapters 5 & 6
Tuesday, July 31– Chapters 7 & 8
Tuesday, August 7 – Chapter 9,   
 Epilogue

 This book study is especially timely 
as St. James’s prepares for its first mis-
sion to Richmond’s East End this sum-
mer.  Ten missioners from St. James’s 
will partner with 10 members of  Faith 
Community Baptist Church in the East 
End August 13-18 to provide an enrich-
ing and fun week-long summer camp 
experience for rising third and fourth 
graders from low-income families in the 
East End. (Read more about this mission in 
this issue’s cover story)

More about Richmond’s 
Unhealed History
 From the publisher: “In a detailed 
look at the history of  Richmond, Ben-
jamin Campbell examines the contra-
dictions and crises that have formed 
the city over more than four centuries. 
Campbell argues that the community of  
metropolitan Richmond is engaged in 
a decisive spiritual battle in the coming 
decade. He believes the city, more than 
any in the nation, has the potential for 
an unprecedented and historic achieve-
ment. Its citizens can redeem and fulfill 
the ideals of  their ancestors, proving 

to the world that race and class can be 
conquered by the deliberate and prayer-
ful intention of  honest and dedicated 
citizens.”
 “In these powerful and eloquent 
pages, Ben Campbell reveals a com-
plicated history that has been hidden 
in plain sight. Campbell, long a brave 
and wise leader in Richmond, allows 
us to see an important and emblematic 
American city with new eyes. Though 
writing here as a historian, Campbell 
writes for the future, for the healing that 
is yet to come.” 

– Edward L. Ayers, President, 
University of  Richmond

 “The history of  Richmond, Virgin-
ia, encapsulates the history of  the nation 
itself. For that reason, Richmond’s story, 
or parts of  it, has been the subject of  
hundreds of  books, articles, and schol-
arly papers. Yet, no one has examined 
this history through the lens of  Christian 
ethics – at least, not until Episcopa-
lian priest, The Reverend Benjamin 
Campbell. Writing as a local pastor, 
theologian, and modern-day prophet, 
he exposes the ugly truth of  Richmond’s 
past and how the injustices of  earlier 
periods haunt metropolitan Richmond 
today. Yet, he argues, what better place 
than Richmond for those unaware of  
the truth, those scarred by it, and those 
who deny it to listen to each other and 
engage in an honest conversation about 

(Continued on page 15)

Summer book study: Richmond’s Unhealed History
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Summer months are upon us and 
with them come the opportunity 

to be engaged in volunteer service. If  
you want to be engaged, to have fun, to 
be with other St. James’s “doers of  the 
word,” and to make a difference, then 
consider these ministry opportunities:

• McGuire Veteran’s Ministry

• GateWay Homes

• ElderHomes

• Peter Paul Development Center

• St. James’s Children’s Center

• ACTS Advocacy Team

• Helping Hands

• CARITAS Furniture Build

• Virginia Supportive Housing

• Central Virginia Foodbank

• goodChoice Ministry

• St. James’s Food Force

 Descriptions of  each ministry with 
leader contact information are available 
in the brightly colored playbooks located 
in the narthex and online at www.doers.
org or you may contact Director of  
Servant Ministry, Nancy Warman at 
355-1779 or nwarman@doers.org.

Thank you outreach leaders 
 Leaders of  our outreach ministry 
teams play  important roles in providing 
oversight of  each ministry, helping to 
welcome and support team members, 
and serving as liaison between team 

members and the Director of  Servant 
Ministry. Please join me in giving thanks 
to and for these faithful “doers” and 
leaders:
 Barbara Cochrane (McGuire 
Veteran’s Ministry), Mary Slaughter 
(GateWay Homes), Kyle Martin (projec-
tHOMES), Dick Bennett and Bob Sieg-
fried (Peter Paul Development Center 
and garden), Alex Slaughter (St. James’s 
Children’s Center), Margie Gray (ACTS 
Advocacy Team), Jayne Pemberton 
(Helping Hands), Susan Siegfried (Vir-
ginia Supportive Housing), Mickie Jones 
and Mary Slaughter (Central Virginia 
Foodbank), Steve McCoy (CARITAS 
Intake), Ginny Hofheimer (The Giving 
Tree), Carrie Acey, Erin Jewett, Amanda 
Roberts and Meg Stott (CARITAS Shel-
ter), Andy Sherrod (goodChoice Minis-
try), Gigi Redmond, Louise Lipscomb, 
and Mary Slaughter (Food Force), Harry 
Moore (Men’s Cooking Team), and Be-
tse Trice and Paulette Pullen (Mentoring 
Ministry).
 Special thanks to each one!  

Thank you Wednesday Night  
Dinner Teams
 If  you are one who loves Wednes-
day night dinners with church friends, 
please offer a big thank you to those 
volunteers who make it happen week 
after week! Many thanks to all of  our 
meal planners, grocery shoppers, cooks, 
servers, and greeters.  You are the best 
and we thank you:

 Ginger Adamson, Paul Ascoli, Jen-
nifer Ascoli, Ray Ashworth, Susan Bain, 
Ed Baldwin, Kim Baldwin, Margie 
Barton, Billy Baxter, Dick Bennett. 
Andy Bennett, Charlie Brown, Laura 
Brown, Wyn Brown, Jeannie Brydon, 
Eric Burfeind, Katheryn Surface Burks, 
John Cain, Mike Casasnovas, DeWitt 
Casler, Windy Chandler, Wanda Chan-
dler, Barbara Cochrane, Mark Cooper, 
Sandra Cooper, Smokie Crews, Mary 
Alice Dirks, Jane Dowrick, Melinda 
Fitzgerald, Denny Fox, Mary Fox, Pam 
Goggins, Lisa Gray, Bill Gregory, Jim 
Hagood, Eric Harper, Courtney Harper, 
Mary Harrison, Jeff  Hause, Liza Hause, 
Mimi Herington, Pim Jager, Charles 
Johnson, Meg Johnson, Dave Johnson, 
Janie Kingsley, Doug Krey, Debbie 
Krey, John Lewis, Hortense Liberti, 
Dale Mann, Kyle Martin, Dana Miller, 
Thayer Montague, Carrie Montague, 
Connell Mullins, Kristin Mullins, Bill 
Nash, Mary Watt New, Elaine Nichols, 
Kathy Phillips, Gigi Redmond, Lex 
Reeves, Sarah Reeves, Diane Settlage, 
Charol Shakeshaft, Andy Sherrod, 
Tina Sherrod, Duke Singleton, Andy 
Smith, David Speidell, Evelyn Sutton, 
Pat Swift, Anne Toms, Richard Towell, 
Anita Towell, Johnny Townsend, Karen 
Townsend, Mary Lou Trache, Jim 
Ukrop, Bobbie Ukrop, Michael Whitlow, 
Sue Williams, Allison Wright, and Kay 
Zambrana.

(Continued on page 13)

Servant Ministry: Responding to God’s call Nancy Warman,
Director of Servant Ministry
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“He who holds his tongue in check controls both 
mind and body.”

 – James 3:2

Have you ever found yourself  almost 
biting your tongue off  to keep 

from saying something negative to or 
about someone? Hopefully we all have 
lots of  scars on our tongues. It shows 
we embrace the value of  keeping our 
thoughts to ourselves. It indicates we 
recognize that the unkind spoken word 
is poison not only to the hearer, but to 
also the speaker. 
 And have you ever noticed some-
times when someone says something un-
kind, there’s this very slight smile in their 
voice? They will dress it up as “construc-
tive criticism” or “I’m only telling you 
so you’re aware.” They assume that we 
aren’t aware of  our own faults and it is 
their responsibility to point them out. 
This typically happens inside families 
or with good friends (are they really, 
though?). It’s easy to recognize that the 
comments come from a place of  low 
self-esteem. And they typically come 
from the same people, so we usually dis-
miss them. Hopefully we don’t let them 
sting too much. 
 The Children’s Center educates 
special needs and at-risk children along-
side children without these challenges. 
This environment teaches the children, 
their families and all who walk through 
the halls the humility of  recognizing not 
only the (oftentimes perceived) weak-
nesses in others, but also the weaknesses 
in ourselves. Ephesians 4:2 tells us to 
walk with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, showing tolerance for one 

another in love. So we are particularly 
thoughtful about teaching how to hold 
our tongues.
 As our children learn to keep their 
tongues in check, they start thinking 
healthier and more productive thoughts 
about themselves, about others, and 
about the world in which they live. This 
in turn develops the self  control neces-
sary to make better decisions about their 
own lives, mind and body. 
 Everyone involved with the Chil-
dren’s Center considers themselves 
privileged to help raise a generation of  
people who emulate this message of  
humility. Through the steadfast focus of  
the mission to celebrate the uniqueness 
of  every child, we also feel privileged to 
have the opportunity to learn that lesson 
of  humility as well, over and over again.

Children’s Center Sunday
 We thank everyone for the wonder-
ful support on Children’s Center Sun-
day. The children performed beautifully, 
led by Mark Whitmire. Mark’s volun-
teering every week to bring music into 
the lives of  our children is a very special 
blessing indeed. 
 To those of  you who could not at-
tend Children’s Center Sunday, below 
is what I wrote for that Sunday Chimes. 
It expresses our gratitude for the special 
relationship with the church:
 Tucked inside the love and safety of  
the church for the last 25 years, we are 
reminded of  how God’s gift of  provision 
is given through work and relationships. 
The mission of  the Children’s Center is 
able to be fulfilled because of  the special 

relationship it has with the church and 
the work of  the church body. It is this 
provision that allows the staff  to do the 
work they are called to do.
 As a result of  this provision, the 
Children’s Center has accomplished 
more than anyone could have imagined 
25 years ago. We have larger classrooms 
to bring in more children; we are one of  
only four preschools in the Richmond 
region to receive a four star rating from 
Virginia’s Quality Star Rating System; 
Geraldine Johnson continues to be 
recognized throughout the city as an 
exemplary preschool educator; we have 
an ever-growing number of  commu-
nity partners to give our children a full 
cultural experience; and we have col-
laborations with organizations to reach 
young children who would otherwise 
never have the chance for a happy and 
productive life.
 We fully put our trust in this gift of  
provision. That trust does not waiver. 
We recognize it to be exactly what it 
is: God’s grace working through the 
church body. Every staff  person, every 
volunteer, and every board member is 
thankful for it. We recognize each dona-
tion and volunteer hour to the Chil-
dren’s Center as part of  God’s gift of  
this provision. Without it, the children 
we serve would be without – without the 
community of  the classroom of  friends 
and much loved teachers, without a 
foundational education, without hope 
for a better future because of  the experi-
ence. We will continue to be thankful for 
this provision for the next 25 years.

Choosing your words
by Cynthia Roe Brown
Director of  Development, St. James’s Children’s Center
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Responding to God’s call (Continued from page 11)

Gateway team stands out
 “Over the last few years, the ‘doers’ 
of  St. James’s ‘Martha Stewart team’ 
have been dedicated to helping indi-
viduals at Gateway Homes who suffer 
from serious mental illness get back to 

independent living. They have helped 
clean, furnish, and decorate apartments; 
making it feel like home for those who 
haven’t had a home in a very long time. 
Our residents stand a little taller and 
walk a little prouder when they are the 
recipients of  a ‘Martha Stewart’ project.  
As the Executive Director of  Gate-
way Homes, I want to thank all of  the 
parishioners at St. James’s for your con-
tinued generous financial support. And 

to the ‘Martha Stewart Ministry,’ your 
gifts of  hard work, time and expertise 
are changing the lives of  citizens in our 
community. What a blessing!”  

– Daniel Herr, Executive Director

 The Gateway team is 
collecting good used 
small kitchen appli-
ances or utensils. If  
you can assist please 
contact lay leader 
Mary Slaughter at 
maryslaughter4@msn.
com or 353-1405.

More servant ministry 
opportunities:
A new ministry...
 CARITAS “dresser build” is an op-
portunity for “doers” to come together 
to assemble pre-cut dressers, a greatly 
needed furniture item for those who are 
receiving furniture from the CARITAS 
Furniture Bank. If  you are a “fix-it” per-
son with great or little skill or if  you just 
want to have fun working on a project 

with church friends, please contact lay 
leader Carrie Montague at carriemon-
tague29@gmail.com or 269-3073.

 Only a few times a year...
 Please consider giving support 
to our dedicated team of  drivers who 
provide transportation each Sunday to 
our Westminster Canterbury Richmond 
church members. If  you can join the 
Wheels Ministry team, please contact 
lay leader John Waite at jwaite@amgen.
com or 512-5609.
Or how about cooking a 
meal...
 Jayne Pemberton, lay leader for 
Helping Hands ministry, welcomes addi-
tional volunteers to her dedicated team 
of  those who occasionally provide a din-
ner meal to a parish family who has had 
a crisis or who is celebrating the birth of  
a child. If  you can offer a helping hand, 
please contact Jayne at jpemberton@
sandsanderson.com or 232-5556.

The Every Member’s Ministry 
(EMM) program is a way to thank 

God for your talents by naming your 
ministry, claiming it with a personal 
commitment, and living it by serv-

ing others. 
While Easter 
Sunday 
serves as the 
culmination 
of  the EMM 
program 
when we 

gather servant ministry commitment 
cards and give thanks for our lives and 
ministry together, we encourage the 

ongoing discernment of  one’s ministry. 
EMM helps us be aware of  our need 
to always be open to God’s call! Claim 
Your Ministry cards are located in 
the narthex and are meant to be used 
throughout the year. As you discern 
a call to different ministries, please 
fill out a CYM card and deposit it in 
a designated box in the narthex. To 
date 287 cards have been returned. 
Of  those 245 are adult cards, 17 are 
youth, and 25 are cards from children.
 For your interest and for your 
prayers, listed below are some of  the 
96 non-St. James’s ministries to which 
church members are called: care for 

family and friends, immigrant families 
with sick children, writing a theology 
book, visit sick friends, volunteer with 
inmates and addicts, Westminster 
Canterbury Richmond board and li-
brary, treasurer for community groups, 
support family, Hospital of  St. John-
Jerusalem, LEM for health care center, 
Massey Cancer Center, Planned Par-
enthood volunteer, Richmond House 
for Adults/Autism volunteer, Shrine 
Mont Development Council, lunches 
with paraplegic friend, pro bono legal 
services, yard help, and Hearts with 
Haiti volunteer. 

Every Member’s Ministry energizes parish

 O God, as you send us out into the 
world to serve, help us walk in your 
light, act in your strength, think in your 
wisdom, and live in your love. Amen.
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Stewardship

Are you ready for summer?

“Before everything else, getting ready is the secret 
of  success.” 

– Henry Ford  

As I sit in my den and look at the 
images on my bookshelves, photos 

of  my family and friends that capture 
warm memories, I am reminded of  
happy times. Those images of  sun-kissed 
faces and infectious smiles reflect the joy 
of  a summer filled with free and natural 
delight. Since I was a child, summer has 
held the promise of  all that was good. 
 Thinking about the summer 
ahead, I am eagerly planning for family 
gatherings, orchestrating calendars, and 
scheduling days of  relaxation. It seems 
ironic that it should take so much effort 
to wind down, but I’ve learned over 
the years the price can be great when 
I just let that time unfold. Even as one 
who loves spontaneity and the gleeful 
surprises that accompany it, I’ve realized 
that some things are just too important 
to be left to 
chance. As 
I settle into 
my place 
in an older 
generation, I 
look at these 
moments 
through a 
different lens – a protective lens that 
seeks to make my efforts count in ways 
that honor the valuable time we share.
 As we move from spring to summer, 

perhaps without even realizing it, we 
shift gears. We release ourselves from 
our routines and enjoy opportunities to 
travel, vacation, relax or do something 
that brings us pleasure. But our more 
casual mindset doesn’t mean an escape 
from planning. 
  So it is with life. We all make 
plans to achieve those goals we value; 
budgets for our everyday expenses, 
education plans for our children, 
financial objectives for retirement, or 
plans for that sporting event in the fall. 
Similarly, fulfilling our goal of  personal 
ministry requires a “giving” plan, a way 
to support those people and organiza-
tions that need our help. But how is this 
done at a time when our thoughts have 
turned to the all-important interval 
when we “vacate” from the demands of  
our work-a-day life?
 So, prior to the enjoyment of  the 
sun, relaxation, and lots of  laughter, set 
the goals, design the strategy, and follow 

through; those 
things that 
characterize 
the “doers” of  
St. James’s. Re-
member those 
pledges – the 
ministries of  St. 

James’s continue and your pledge pay-
ments during the summer make a huge 
difference.
 Hopefully, we have experienced the 

success of  careful planning. In contrast 
we may also know the failure of  not be-
ing prepared. We instinctively know the 
importance of  being “ready,” but often 
our preparations fall short. As with sum-
mer scheduling, the major events that 
will happen in our lives will turn out bet-
ter if  we plan for them now. It is never 
too early to be contemplating long-term 
goals. Maybe right now is a good time 
to follow through on making a bequest 
or other legacy gift for St. James’s – one 
that has been just a thought in your 
head. Being a “doer” means taking 
action – planning now will bring lasting 
and meaningful results later. 
 Make those plans and be ready for 
a happy and memorable summer!

God’s blessings,

…fulfilling our goal of  personal 
ministry requires a ‘giving’ plan, a 
way to support those people and 
organizations that need our help. 

Chip Woodson,
Director of Stewardship and 

Development 

 If  you have questions about planned giv-
ing, making automatic pledge payments or need 
an Omega File, please contact me at 355-1779  
ext. 335 or cwoodson@doers.org.
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St. James’s and Beth 
Ahabah have a special 

relationship as neighboring 
faith communities. Building 
on our legacy of  mutual sup-
port and fellowship, we will 
participate in a joint interfaith 
mission/social justice trip to 
Cuba in April 2013 with a 
focus on volunteering and 
spiritual dialogue. We will build 
relationships with each other 
and in the Jewish and Epis-
copal communities of  Cuba 
through worship, discussions, 
and shared community service projects. 
This is a pilot trip with the intention of  
exploring ongoing relationships with 
these faith communities in Cuba. Par-
ticipants should come with open minds 
and a willingness to get their hands dirty.
Due to limited space and the unique 
character of  this interfaith, exploratory 
trip, participants will be selected through 
an application process. A committee 
of  clergy and lay leaders from both 
congregations will review applications. 
Applicants not selected for 2013 will be 
eligible for future trips. To download 
the application please visit our website 
at http://doers.org/faith-in-action/
missions/ or contact The Rev. Carmen 

Germino, St. James’s Episcopal Church, 
1205 W. Franklin Street, Richmond, 
VA 23220, cgermino@doers.org; (804) 
355-1997 ext. 319. Paper copies of  the 
application will also be available in the 
narthex throughout the month of  June.

Mission details:
Dates: April 10-15, 2013 (subject to slight 
 change)
Cost: Minimum $2220, (subject to change)
Timeline:  
 June 28, 2012 – Application due
 July 2012 – Applicants notified of
  decisions 
 August 30, 2012 – Deposit of
  $1,500 due
 February 1, 2013 – Final payment
  due

St. James’s to team with Beth Ahabah  
for Cuba mission slated for next spring

the past and the inequities that divide 
the city today. Could not Richmond, 
Campbell asks, model for the rest of  the 
country how truth-telling can lead to 
redemption and reconciliation? This is 
a unique book that should be required 
reading for every Richmonder, better 
yet, every American.”  

– John V. Moeser, Senior Fellow,  
Bonner Center for Civic Engagement,  

University of  Richmond,  
Professor Emeritus of  Urban Studies 

and Planning, VCU

Faithfully

Book study  
(Continued from page 10)

The children of  St. James’s will 
be splashing into the Bible this 

summer at our water themed VBS 
from July 9-13.  In order to have 
the best VBS ever we could use 
your help.  We need volunteers to 
help with the different activities our 
kids participate in during the week 
– Bible study, crafts, games, library 
and snacks!  VBS is from 9:00 a.m. 
– noon each day, and we would love 
any and all help you can provide.  
St. James’s middle school and high 
school students are welcome!  Please 
contact Kent at kentduffey@doers.
org if  you are interested and willing 
to be a part of  this fun ministry.

“Take Me To The 
Water”  
VBS @ St. James’s

Richmond Hill
 The summer camp program was 
organized by Richmond Hill to bring 
together members of  the city’s predomi-
nantly white churches with predomi-
nantly black churches to help inner city 
youth grow and to also reach across 
racial, socio-economic and jurisdictional 
boundaries in the metro area. While the 

summer camp will take place primarily 
at Faith Community, Hall said that a 
party is planned at the conclusion of  the 
week at St. James’s for everyone from 
both congregations.
 “That will be our chance to share 
the beauty of  our church with the com-
munity,” she said.

Mission in our own backyard
(Continued from front page)

Photo courtesy of  Petr Jan Juračka © 2010
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