
St. James’s has three retreats planned  
to warm your spirit this winter

As a busy urban parish, it is essential 
that we take a break, as a commu-

nity, and rest and refresh ourselves. 
The benefits of  a religious retreat have 
long been recognized in all religions. As 
the Association of  Religious Retreats 
points out, “Religious Retreats are the best 
way to soothe your mind, body, and soul 
and to reconnect with your inner spiritual 
self. Going on a relaxed, religious retreat 
is the ultimate way to boost your spiritual 
life by clearing your mind and focusing on 
your beliefs. Take time out of  your hectic 
life and concentrate exclusively on rebuild-
ing your spiritual connection.”
 This winter St. James’s offers three 
great opportunities to do so.

Advent Retreat
Saturday, December 8, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
in the Chapel and the Atrium in Gibson Hall
December begins with its hurry, the 
noise, the clamor of  activity. You may be 
tempted by the thought “I don’t have time 
for a retreat… for a quiet day in the reality 

of  all I have 
to do!” In the 
midst of  the 
long to-do list, 
the special 
events, the 
high expecta-
tions, we feel 
somewhat out 
of  control, yet 
when we are 
able to take 

the opportunity to be still, to accept a gift 
of  quiet and of  gentle waiting, the joy of  

Christmas is deeper, more profound.
 Led by the Rev. Caroline Smith 
Parkinson, our Advent Retreat is a gift of  
quiet. We will offer that time for peace, a 
time to listen and to remember, a time to 
settle your hearts, souls, and minds to bet-
ter feel the presence of  God. This quiet-
ness can help to prepare for the miracle of  
God’s incarnation in Jesus Christ that we 
remember and celebrate at Christmas. 
 We will gather in the Chapel at 9:30 
a.m. for Morning Prayer and use the 
Atrium in Gibson Hall for meditation 
and reflection. Participants might want to 
bring a notebook or journal. Lunch will 
be provided for $7. Please sign up through 
the parish office.

A Day for Mothers, Daughters 
and Granddaughters
Saturday, February 2, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
in Valentine Hall
We live in an era when many families are 
separated by busy schedules and often by 
many miles and don’t have or take the 
opportunity to reflect on our relationships 
with our mothers and our daughters. Rela-
tionships between mothers and daughters 
are complex to be sure, regardless of  our 
generation. While we are still tiny, our 
mothers teach us about being daughters 
and about being a mother. This retreat 
will offer a time to reflect about those re-
lationships. Each of  us will experience the 
day from our own experience. Perhaps it 
will be a day for forgiveness and reconcili-
ation, perhaps a day for thanksgiving and 
celebration – hopefully both. 

(Continued on page 7)
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From the Rector’s Desk

The Rev. Randolph Marshall
Hollerith, Rector

Grace incarnate

“Human flesh and the work of  human 
hands is now the means by which light 
and life come into the world, how grace 
and truth come into this world. Now we 
embody the love and compassion of  God. 
Now we embody the grace and truth of  
Christ. Even at the checkout counter, even 
in traffic, even with mop in hand, is there 
anything else that is truly necessary? Even 
in these little moments we can embody 
Christ’s life, Christ’s light, Christ’s love, 
Christ’s grace, Christ’s truth.”

– Br. Mark Brown 
Society of  Saint John the Evangelist

I was having a rough day. My calendar 
was overloaded, the pile of  paper-

work on my desk was growing, and I 
was sagging under the pastoral weight 
of  some very sick folks in the hospital, 
folks I love and care about. After I made 
my last hospital visit, I remember feeling 
slow and heavy as I made my way from 
the ICU to the bank of  elevators. I felt 
tired and sad that I couldn’t do more 
to alleviate the illness and suffering of  
the people to whom I ministered. As I 
stood waiting for the elevator a young 
man came up beside me. He was a 
hospital employee. With one hand he 
was pushing a cart containing a mop, 
bucket, trashcan and broom. With the 
other hand he was pulling behind him 
a large electric floor polisher. We stood 
waiting in silence for a while. After 
about a minute he turned and said, “I 
hope your day is blessed.” I was so deep 
in thought that I must confess I had not 
even noticed his approach. As I turned 
his way, I was greeted with a large smile. 
“How are you today?” I replied, answer-
ing his question with a question of  my 
own. “I am blessed today pastor, and I 
hope you are blessed as well,” he said. 

At that point the elevator arrived and 
together we got into the car along with 
all his equipment. “It’s a great thing to 
be alive, and it’s good to have work to 
do for the glory of  God,” he contin-
ued. “You are right about that,” I said, 
feeling a little sheepish in the face of  his 
exuberance. We rode the rest of  the way 
in silence. As we reached the bottom 
floor the doors opened, and he began 
to maneuver his equipment out of  the 
elevator. Flashing his smile at me again 
he said, “Keep up the Lord’s work. We 
have to keep sharing the blessing. If  it’s 
God’s work, ain’t none of  it wasted.”
 As he moved off  into the crowded 
hospital lobby, I suddenly realized that 
I had just been ministered to. This 
stranger with a mop, bucket and buffer 
had reached out to me in a very simple, 
yet deeply meaningful way. I am not 
sure what he noticed; I don’t think I 
looked especially grim or sad. But he 
saw something that caused him to reach 
out to me. In so doing, he made me stop 
short and take a look at the blessings 
that surround me, even on a hard day. 
He reminded me that all work can be 
holy work, if  we do it for the glory of  
God. He helped me remember what I 
already knew – that Christ is made pres-
ent whenever we share our love, when-
ever we try to bless others. In short, this 
young man was Christ for me even as he 
encouraged me to be Christ for others. 
He incarnated something of  God’s love 
and he gave me a wonderful gift. 
 As we move into the yearly celebra-
tion of  God’s incarnation as a babe 
born in a Bethlehem stable, let us never 
forget that the incarnate Christ walks 
among us everyday. Sometimes we 
encounter him in places we least expect 
to find him, like a hospital elevator. 

Sometimes we meet him in the love and 
support of  family and friends. Whatever 
the case, we must always remember 
that He is here. Furthermore, we have 
to remember that we are the ones who 
are supposed to incarnate Christ for 
others. In whatever way we can, we are 
supposed to embody Christ’s love in 
the world. My friend with the mop and 
the buffer did that for me. It didn’t take 
long, and he didn’t have to say much, 
but Jesus was there during that elevator 
ride. 
 This Christmas, let’s focus less on 
giving stuff  to others and focus more 
on giving ourselves to others. Because 
when we give ourselves we make room 
for Christ incarnate to be there as well. 
Then when we sing, “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel,” we will know the deep 
truth of  the Christmas promise that–
God is with us.

Communicating gratitude
Over the past 
four years Val-
erie Hubbard has 
transformed how 
we communicate 
at St. James’s. As 
our first full-time 

Director of  Communications, her 
wonderful work has defined the job. She 
transformed our website, our newsletter, 
all our brochures and pamphlets, even 
how we advertise within the community. 
Under her leadership we now stream 
Sunday services on the web and archive 
them on doers.org. She instituted the 
eChimes, our Lenten “God in Your 
Inbox,” and our presence on Facebook 
and Twitter. Most recently, she created a 
fantastic system whereby we can safely 

(Continued on page 7)



The Winter Chimes 3 Dec. 2012-Feb. 2013

Blessing of the Animals

On Sunday, October 7, we celebrat-
ed the Feast of  St. Francis with a 

service of  Blessing of  the Animals. For 
the first time, rainy weather forced the 
service inside, but “the show must go 
on!” The musical portion of  the service 
featured the Cherub Choir and Chil-
dren’s Choir. Our anthem, “God and 
Dog” captivated at least one worshipper.

The Feast of St. James’s
On Wednesday, October 26, we present-

ed “Alexander’s Ragtime Revue-” at the 
Science Museum. The show included hit 
songs from the year 1912, performed by 
Drew McFayden, Daniel Pepio, Steven 
Ralph, Will Conn, Mary Page Nance, 
Lisa Edwards Burrs, Antonia FD Vassar, 
and Liz Nance.

Bluegrass Mass
Our annual Bluegrass 
Mass is took place 
on Sunday, October 
29. Guest artists, 
Molly Sharp, fiddle, 
and Charles Arthur, 
mandolin and dobro, 
joined the Guitar En-
semble on bluegrass 

standards and music by Russell Lawson/
Andy Smith and Mark Whitmire.

Three Choirs Evensong
On Sunday, November 11, at 5:00 p.m. 
our choir was joined by choirs from St. 
Paul’s and St. Stephen’s in a glorious 
service of  Choral Evensong. We will 
celebrated Veteran’s Day by singing 
Vaughan Williams’ Lord thou has been our 

refuge and the mov-
ing I vow to thee, my 
country, by Gustav 
Holst. With a choir 
of  more than 100 
of  our city’s best 
voices, it was a 
glorious service.

Music that still rings in our ears...

...and upcoming music events you don’t want to miss

Advent Lessons and Carols
December 2, 5:00 p.m.

A beautiful truth about our God, 
exposed in the season of  Advent, 

is his loving pursuit of  us – a God who 
chooses to live among us, Emmanuel, 
God with us. Please join the West Gal-
lery Choir and the Youth Choir for this 
annual service of  lessons and carols as 
we joyfully explore the mystery of  God’s 
revelation of  His perfect plan to restore 
Creation. 

Handel’s Messiah
Christmas Eve at 10:30 p.m.
On Christmas Eve the Parish Choir, ac-
companied by strings, will sing the first 
section of  Messiah, the most successful 
and best known of  Handel’s oratorios. 
Messiah was composed in twenty-four 
days in August and September of  1741. 
The entire first section of  Messiah deals 
with prophecy concerning the advent of  
the Messiah and the birth and life of  Je-
sus, and the first five numbers are based 
on texts from the 40th chapter of  Isaiah.

Lift Every Voice and Sing
January 20, 5:00 p.m.
On January 20, the choirs of  St. James’s 
will join the Concert Choir of  Norfolk 
State University, one of  the premiere 
African-American ensembles in the 
country, for a service in celebration of  
the life and work of  Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
 Dr. Carl W. Haywood, preeminent 
organist, conductor, composer, and 
editor of  Lift Every Voice and Sing II, the 
African-American Hymnal of  the Episcopal 
Church, will lead the choirs.

Mark Whitmire, Director of Music
Virginia Whitmire, Organist and Choir Director

Music
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Ann Dieterle,
Associate Rector

I love to read, though I go through 
phases where I read a lot followed by 

phases where I don’t read much at all. 
I’ve been in a non-reading phase and 
am hungry to sink my teeth into some 
good books. So this is my pre-emptive 
book review: the books that are on my 
shelf, and why I’m looking forward to 
reading them.

1. Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell. I got 
this for my last birthday and got hooked 
within about 20 pages. I began reading 
it on an airplane, but when my eyes got 
tired I put it in my seat pocket, and sadly 
that is the last that I saw of  it. But a 
second copy is at the bookstore – ready 
and available for pickup! I’m intrigued 
by the idea of  the book, where multiple 
stories intertwine and the consequences 
of  one person’s life are felt for genera-
tions after that person has died. Plus, the 
movie (recently released in theaters) has 
an all-star cast, but I have a very strict 
book-before-movie policy.
2. Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be 
Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live by 
Brene Brown. Brown is a “shame re-
searcher” and has written several other 
books related to that topic. She has also 
given multiple TED talks (Technology, 
Entertainment, Design – find  more in-
formation at www.ted.com) and is mak-
ing the rounds on the talk shows, includ-
ing Katie Couric and the Today Show. 
I’ve read another of  her books, The Gifts 
of  Imperfection, and was very moved and 

impressed by her. She’s a great story-
teller, and the practices that she suggests 
that go along with her research are both 
very practical and profoundly spiritual. 
A very bright colleague of  mine said 
it took him multiple readings to really 
absorb it, so I’ve got my work cut out for 
me!
3. In Defense of  Food by Michael Pollan. 
I really do love food, and I’m growing 
increasingly concerned about my own 
food choices and diet, as well as the way 
that food is produced (or mass produced) 
in our country. The Old Testament 
has chapters devoted to the types of  
food that can be consumed, and how it 
should be prepared—it’s in our spiritual 
DNA to be concerned with the way that 
we eat. I don’t anticipate basing my food 
choices on the Levitical Code, but there 
are certain food rules–actually food 
values is probably the better term – that 
I would like to live by most of  the time. 
And those values involve the nutritional 
value of  food, as well as how it is grown 
and distributed, and how it affects our 
ecology and environment.
4. Casual Vacancy by J. K. Rowling. 
Because I can’t be a nerd 100 percent of  
the time.
5. Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our 
True Self by Richard Rohr. This book has 
not yet been released but is available for 
preorder on various websites. Rohr has 
become my spiritual hero, and I tend to 
quote him a lot in my sermons. In fact 
I was drawing on him so much that I’ve 

started referring to him as a theologian 
or a preacher because I don’t want you 
all to groan and say, “There she goes 
with Richard Rohr again…” I have 
been receiving Rohr’s daily medita-
tions from the Center for Action and 
Contemplation, and he recently did a 
week-long series of  meditations based 
on the work he did for this book. He had 
this to say about the true self  in an entry 
on October 25: “For the True Self, there 
is nothing to hate, reject, deny, or judge 
as unworthy or unnecessary. It has ‘been 
forgiven much and so it loves much’ 
(Luke 7:47). Compassion and mercy 
come easily now, once you live from 
inside the Big Body of  love.”

New book group
In January I’m beginning a book group 
that will meet monthly on the third 
Thursday. The group will meet from 12-
1:30 p.m. at St. James’s in a room to be 
announced. I have wanted to do a book 
group for a while, and I’ve also felt that 
a lunchtime group might appeal to those 
who work, and those who find night 
meetings either difficult or impossible. 
At our first meeting on January 17, I’ve 
chosen to do Rohr’s book Immortal Dia-
mond. If  you are interested, copies of  the 
book are available for preorder at either 
Amazon or the Center for Action and 
Contemplation ( www.cac.org).  You can 
get it by Christmas if  you go through 
the CAC website! Please let me know if  
you’re interested in the bookgroup

(Continued on page 7)
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Many of  us begin the season of  
Advent by lighting the candles 

on an Advent wreath (or observing as 
this is done in church every Sunday of  
Advent.) Watching the transformation 
that takes place on the wreath each 
Sunday can remind us of  the blessings 
of  the season as we await the arrival 
of  Baby Jesus. If  you have an Advent 
wreath in your home you may take a 

few moments as you light the candles to 
reflect on the significance of  the color 
and meaning of  each one.

Candle of Hope
The first candle is purple which repre-
sents both penitence and royalty. This 
candle is called the Candle of  Hope. 
This year we might reflect on the hope 
we have because God is faithful and will 
keep the promises He made to us. Our 
hope comes from God. “May the God 
of  hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of  the 
Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:12-13).

Candle of Preparation
The second candle is also purple. This 
candle is called the Candle of  Prepara-
tion. God kept His promise to bring us 
a Savior who would be born in Beth-
lehem. We can use this time of  Advent 
to prepare our hearts for the arrival of  
God’s son Jesus.

Candle of Joy
The third candle is rose (pink) and is 
called the Candle of  Joy. While Advent 
is a season of  preparation and hope, this 
rose candle reminds us that it is also a 
season of  joy. As we prepare for Christ-
mas and the Christmas pageant I think 
of  a favorite Christmas carol, “Joy to 
the World.” It is such a beautiful song 
and a beautiful sentiment: “Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come!” During the 
third week of  Advent, we can reflect on 
all the blessings in our lives that bring us 
joy and how we might bring that joy to 
the world.

Candle of Love
The fourth candle is purple and is called 
the Candle of  Love. The angels an-
nounced the good news of  God’s love. 
“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through 
him.” (John 3:16-17)

Christ Candle
The fifth candle is white and is in the 

center. This candle is called the Christ 
Candle. The white candle reminds us 
of  the incarnation of  Jesus and that 
He came into the world for us all. The 
evergreen wreath with all these candles 
can be seen as representing everlast-
ing life and the Jesus’ crown of  victory. 
During this season of  Advent, let us take 
time to prepare our hearts and homes 
with Hope, Joy and Love as we await the 
arrival of  Jesus.
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Advent: A time of waiting

. . . for Children
Becky Page

Director of Children’s Ministries

Christmas Service 
Schedule

Monday, December 24

 4:00 p.m. Family Christmas  
Eucharist

 6:00 p.m. Festival Holy  
Eucharist

 10:30 p.m. Choral Prelude: 
Messiah

 11:00 p.m. Festival Holy  
Eucharist

Tuesday, December 25

 10:00 a.m. Christmas Holy  
Eucharist

Sunday, December 30

Christmas 1

 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist,  
Rite I

 10:00 a.m. Christmas Lessons 
and Carols
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Alex Riffee,
Assistant Rector

When Jesus was asked what laws 
we should keep to inherit the 

Kingdom of  God, he simply replied, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind; 
and, Love your neighbor as yourself ” 
(Luke 10:27). When we come to church 
to sing, read, and pray together, we are 
pretty good at remembering the first 
command of  worshiping the Lord. 
However, whether we are inside or 
outside the church doors, we are often 
unable to distinguish who our neighbors 
truly are and how we are to be neigh-
borly.
 Recently, I have been reading a 
book entitled It’s Easy Being Green by 
Emma Sleeth, a wonderful and passion-
ate teenage author who tries to uncover 
her role as an individual Christian in 
the midst of  pollution and material 
overabundance. She is less concerned 
with one’s belief  or disbelief  in climate 
change but more so about her individual 
actions and the impact those actions can 
have on others for the worse. Whether 
her genius comes from her own pen, her 
editor, or a combination of  both, she 
beautifully articulates the time we all 
need to spend contemplating the idea of  
neighbor. 
 Instead of  beginning her argument 
with global and environmental con-
cerns, Emma starts small. She shares a 
story of  how she found a neighbor in a 
new friend named Tony. Like many of  
us, she believed a neighbor was someone 

in her midst; in her case, her neighbors 
were her fellow peers and grade level 
classmates. At school she learned that 
a boy had been in an accident and fell 
into a coma for two weeks. She and the 
rest of  the school sent cards and prayers 
to the boy while he was in the hospital, 
but she had never met Tony. He was in a 
different grade. 
 Normally, their paths would have 
never crossed as Tony was older and 
really into sports, whereas Emma was 
younger and artsy. Only after being 
paired together in an assignment did 
they really get to know each other and 
hear each other’s story. Emma was 
shocked at how much they had in com-
mon, and they became friends. At this 
point, her former concept of  neighbor 
was widened. For many of  us here at 
St. James’s, including myself, I feel that 
our approach can be much the same. 
In our classrooms, teachers often see 
youth clinging to their peer groups from 
school. It is familiar, safe, and makes a 
lot of  sense. Still, we see this behavior 
even amid our older parishioners in 
their 20s, 30s and 40s, a demographic 
within the national church that has had 
a hard time finding a sense of  family 
and home within their individual parish. 
 We belong to such a large church 
that it can often seem daunting to 
enter into a new group or offer an olive 
branch to a newcomer. Young adults 
are generally trying to start a new job, 
become self-sufficient, or even start a 
family. They are busy. What’s more they 

may find a particular ministry at church 
that calls to a previous interest of  theirs, 
leaving little time to actually know their 
peers in different church programs or 
spread their wings in areas formerly 
unknown. In this sense, it can be hard to 
grow a sense of  family within the church 
as a whole. I believe this is very impor-
tant, because people can offer a much 
more lasting effect on us than programs 
that may come or go in time. 
 As you read this article, try and put 
yourself  in Emma’s shoes. At St. James’s 
there is more opportunity to meet 
individuals who share talents, views, 
and interests than we often think. The 
next time you are in the pews, don’t let 
them serve as a barrier. Shake things up 
by sitting somewhere new. Push to start 
a long conversation with someone you 
have seen, but never approached. Lastly, 
when you find yourself  in a room with 
a stranger, ask God for the courage to 
learn about them. You may find a new 
friend with a mutual interest in fishing, 
art, football, etc. or one who will help 
you start a new ministry in the church 
or meet a much desired need within our 
local and global communities.

With love and prayers,

Who is my neighbor?



by calling me or sending me an email at 
anndieterle@doers.org. Further selec-
tions will be made at a later date, but I 
hope and anticipate that this group will 
be a mixture of  earnest spiritual work 
mixed in with stuff  that is, well, not. I’m 
calling it the Brown Bag Book Group or 
B3, because I am excessively and irratio-
nally fond of  alliteration. 
 So Merry Christmas, Happy New 
Year and a Holy Lent to you. (A lot of  

ground is covered between now and the 
next article!) And hope to see you on 
January 17.
 
Peace and good,
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 The retreat offers a day to recon-
nect with those who helped shape our 
view of  life, love, relationships, and our-
selves. We will seek to identify what we 
value about our mothers, daughters, and 
granddaughters, and celebrate what has 
been life giving. We will begin to forgive 
and seek reconciliation where we need to 
do that. Participants are asked to bring 
a dish that you remember your mother 
making as part of  our memory sharing. 
Sign up through the parish office.

SSJE Contemplative Retreat
Thursday, February 21, – Sunday, February 
24, at the Society of  St. John the Evangelist 
monastery, Cambridge, Mass.

 This extended weekend of  quiet, 
companionship and renewal at the SSJE 
monastery is a wonderful Lenten retreat 
which will be 
directed and 
led by one of  
the brothers. 
The cost of  
the retreat 
is $425 per 
person for 
meals and lodging. A non-refundable 
$100 deposit is due Jan. 15 to reserve 
your spot. Retreat participants are re-
sponsible for their own arrangements for 
and cost of  airfare and ground transpor-

tation to and from Logan airport to the 
monastery. You should plan to arrive be-
tween 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. on Thursday. 
(Please allow a minimum of  one hour 
from plane arrival to the monastery) and 
to depart after lunch on Sunday (ap-
proximately 2:30 pm). To register, please 
contact Anita Lisk (355-1779, ext. 313 or 
alisk@doers.org). 

Retreats (Continued from front)

pay for any and all church activities 
online – pledges, retreats, conferences, 
brunches, Vacation Bible School – you 
name it. Her work has been invaluable.
 Unfortunately for us, Valerie re-
cently accepted a new position as Public 
Relations Specialist for the Virginia 
Department of  Alcoholic Beverage 
Control. This is a great opportunity for 
her, and we wish her well. Her work 

has been a great blessing to all of  us at 
St. James’s. We are sad to see her go 
but proud of  her accomplishments and 
grateful for her innovations and creativ-
ity.

Blessings,

From the Rector’s desk (Continued from page 2)

Book review (Continued from page 4)

Save the date for our annual Fat 
Tuesday celebration on Febru-

ary 12, 2013! As always, there will be 
delightful friends, tasty creole and cajun 
cuisine, plentiful beverages, and good-
natured bidding wars.
 All the proceeds from this event go 
directly to support the St. James’s mis-
sions program and our mission partners 
in New Orleans, Haiti, Honduras, Su-
dan, Cuba, Appalachia, and Richmond.
The success of  this fundraiser depends 
on you! To donate a fun vacation pack-

age or a special treasure for the auc-
tion, contact Richard and Anita Towell 
at 358-0700, apgrymes@verizon.net. 
To help with the party, contact Janet 
Baruch at 357-0255, janetbaruch@
me.com.
 Laissez les bons temps rouler!

Mardi Gras for 
Missions set for 
February 12
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Family  Album

Bobby Garland and Massie Valentine 
watch as Randy pulls the 1838 time 
capsule from the 1912 time capsule.

Above, Mark and Laura Shuford, the Rev. 
Alex Riffee, the Rev. Ann Dieterle and Frank 
Page have fun at the Feast of St. James’s.

At left, Will Conn and Antonia FD Vassar 
take the stage at the Feast. 

Matt Presson, Andy Smith, Anita Lisk, and 
George Bishop take the lead at the Bluegrass 
Mass (above) while musicians Russell Lawson, 
Molly Sharp and Charles Arthur play (below).



Family  Album

Anelle and her mother Rocio are 
greeted at the airport by Clair and 
Ellie Duffey and Barbara 
Robinson. 

The Rev. Alex Riffee with youth leaders 
Grayson Sprinkle and Augusta Moss and 
8th graders Margaret Smith and Kaelie 
Jager at Shrine Mont 
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Ian Townsend, Anne Gamble Jennings, Gabi 
Holloway, Joseph Ascoli, and Liza Hopper are 
featured Chilren’s Choir singers
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Faith in Act ion

The Rev. Carmen Germino,
Assistant Rector

“People, look east: the time is near 
of  the crowning of  the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.” 

That’s the opening verse of  one of  
my favorite Advent carols. I like it 

because it reminds us that as we clean 
and decorate our homes for the holidays 
to welcome family and friends, we must 
not forget our guest of  honor who trav-
els all the way from ancient Palestine to 
be with us. We look eastward as we joy-
fully anticipate the arrival of  this special 
guest at Christmas.
 As we look toward the east, we may 
not be able to see all the way to Bethle-
hem or Nazareth, but our gaze may fall 
upon the eastern side of  our own com-
munity. The East End of  Richmond is 
full of  children who, like our Christmas 
guest of  honor, were born into poverty. 
The most faithful way to welcome our 
special guest from the east is to treat 
our young neighbors in the East End of  

Richmond as though they are each the 
Christ Child.
 Consider getting involved with the 
Peter Paul Development Center After-
School program at Fairfield Elementary 
School. In recent months, St. James’s 
has received a $100,000 two-year grant 
from the Jessie Ball duPont Foundation 
to support an exciting partnership with 
PPDC in its efforts to begin a new after-
school program and expand its services 
to an additional 50 students. St. James’s 
has committed to providing volunteers 
for this program to serve as classroom 
assistants, homework helpers, mentors, 
and more. To get involved contact Rose-
mary Jones at rosemarydj@verizon.net 
or 780-1195. People, look east. There 
you will find many opportunities to 
welcome and serve the incarnate Christ 
found in every child in our community.

Faithfully,

Welcome the Christ Child

Consider becoming a mentor in 2012

St. James’s will open its doors to 
homeless children and parents 

again this winter as a host congregation 
for CARITAS (Congregations Around 
Richmond Involved to Assure Shelter). 
Please mark your calendars now for 
CARITAS Shelter Week, February 16-
23, 2013. Plan to be one of  the many 

volunteers needed to help make our 
shelter week a warm and happy experi-
ence for our guests. Sign-up sheets will 
be in the narthex beginning January 
5 or you may contact lay leaders Meg 
Stott (mcstott65@yahoo.com), Amanda 
Roberts (winewoman@verizon.net), or 
Carrie Acey (358-0721).

CARITAS Shelter Week is February 16-23

The weather may be chilly now, but it 
is time to start making plans for the 

warmer months ahead. The summer of  
2013 will be a busy one for St. James’s 
missions. A team will return to Appa-
lachia for the week of  June 2-8 to serve 
at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Outreach 
Center on Barnes Mountain, Kentucky. 
The center serves the people of  Barnes 
Mountain and helps to minister in their 
lives in such a way that they improve 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  
Contact trip leader Mike Bily at mbily@
globalweb.net or 285-5000, ext. 7808.
 Later in the summer, from July 
13-20, a St. James’s team will return to 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras to continue 
its longest-running mission relationship 
with Our Little Roses Home for Girls. 
This mission is full of  community, hard 
work, and play. In recent years, parents 
and teens have found this mission espe-
cially meaningful to do together. To sign 
up, contact Kathryn West at k-west@
comcast.net or (804) 673-4019.
 We also plan to offer a summer 
mission experience for adults right here 
in Richmond and a mission opportunity 
just for youth in August. Stay tuned for 
more information.

Plan now for a 
summer mission
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The holiday season is upon us and 
with it comes abundant opportuni-

ties to give and to receive. Our ministries 
reach far and wide into the community 
and lift up the spirits 
not only of  those 
who are served but 
also of  those who 
give of  themselves to 
make life a bit easier 
and joyful for oth-
ers. Thank you for 
serving so others will 
feel Christ’s presence 
and love in the opening of  gifts, in the 
warmth of  hospitality, and in the assur-
ance of  housing stability. Thank you
for giving light and hope to the world 
during this holiday and winter season. 

Giving Tree Christmas Ministry
 The Giving Tree Ministry offers 
participants an opportunity to provide 
gifts to children and seniors served by 
Peter Paul Development Center and to 
provide monetary gifts to ACTS emer-
gency fund to help pay for rent and utili-
ties of  individuals and families who are 
at risk of  losing housing stability. Trees 
with “wish list” ornaments will be in 
the narthex Sundays, November 25 and 
December 2. As you select an ornament, 
please be sure to sign the gift list so that 
our ministry team can be assured that 
each child or adult has been adopted.  
Please return your gifts, wrapped with 
name tags, to Valentine Hall by Sun-
day, December 9. It is important that 

we receive gifts by this time in order to 
prepare family gifts for the December 15 
Christmas party at PPDC.
 If  you have questions, please con-

tact lay leader Ginny Hofhimer  (304-
4693 or vrhvrh@gmail.com.)

CARITAS
 CARITAS offers volunteers an op-
portunity to provide hospitality to home-
less men and women. In December St. 
James’s will once again assist CARITAS 
by hosting nightly intake services for 
homeless men. Our host period will 
commence on December 8 and run 
each evening for nine weeks through 
February 8, 2013. During that time, 
CARITAS will use the Michaux House 
basement to provide centralized intake 
for its overnight guests before transport-
ing them to their evening accommoda-
tions at other congregations.  If  you are 
interested in CARITAS but have been 
unable to volunteer during St. James’s 
annual shelter week (which will take 
place February 16-23, 2013), or simply 
wish to extend a compassionate hand to 
a group of  people who need one, this is 

a great opportunity. CARITAS Intake 
is also a good way for middle and high 
school students to satisfy their com-
munity service obligations (but please 
note that parents must accompany 
their children). A minimum of  two to 
three volunteers is needed each evening 
from 4:30 to 6:15 p.m. Volunteers will 
admit CARITAS staff  and guests to 
the Michaux House, remain present 
during intake, and lock up once the bus 
arrives to take guests to their evening 
lodgings elsewhere. CARITAS staff  will 
be on-site to handle all intake activities 
and volunteers are not required to do 
so. The bus will generally depart by 6:00 
p.m., but volunteers should plan to stay 
until 6:15 p.m.
 A sign-up sheet will be available 
in the narthex and during Wednesday 
evening dinner service in the Michaux 
House. You also are encouraged to con-
tact Steve McCoy directly at 822-4490 
or steve.mccoy@patientfirst.com with 
questions or if  you wish to volunteer.
 CARITAS also offers “doers” an 
opportunity to participate in hosting 
shelter week (February 16-23) for CARI-
TAS guests. See details in the article on 
page 10.

ACTS Ministry
 This is your chance to support the 
needs of  individuals and families who 
may be at risk of  losing their housing 
and to serve on the St. James’s ACTS 
Advocacy Team. 
 (Continued on page 13)

Abundant holiday and winter ministry  
opportunities 

Nancy Warman,
Director of Servant Ministry

Gracious God,We thank you for feeding us With 
the body and blood of  your Son Jesus Christ. May 
we, who share his Body, live his risen life; We, who 

drink his cup, bring life to others; We, whom the 
Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
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There is a nice man in the neighbor-
hood that stands on the sidewalk 

wearing some highly unusual clothing 
and sings at the top of  his lungs. He has 
a very good voice. It’s initially somewhat 
alarming, but after that first reaction, 
one cannot help but smile walking along 
the street on a pretty day listening to 
him sing. He makes a delightful sound 
that seems to weave in and out of  the 
trees in the same way that the leaves 
of  those trees create a dappled light on 
the pavement. His song seems to be an 
integral part of  the landscape.
 Then he begins to seep into the 
consciousness. He is a reminder of  the 
fragility of  life and mind. 
 

Who is to say how this man came to be 
as he is today? Perhaps it isn’t neces-
sarily a good use of  time to engage in 
discourse on his degree of  competency 
of  life skills management, whether or 
not he’s content, if  he at some point had 
a successful career, if  he’s been as he is a 
short time or his entire life, or even how 
he spends the rest of  his day, and why 
the unusual dress. It would most likely 
be a discourse with illegitimate preju-

dice, anyway, based on preconceived 
notions.
 The thoughts he does prompt, 
though, are about what we do in the 
Children’s Center. He almost gives us a 
mandate to look at the juxtaposition of  
what is going on inside the Children’s 
Center as he stands outside. Inside there 
is also a delightful sound, yet of  a very 
different kind. It is a sound of  glee in 
the realization of  something learned: 
glee when the children get the numbers 
right as they are counting; glee when 
they finally read the whole book for the 
first time without any help; glee when 
they master cutting the paper on the 
lines and not through them. The songs 

the children sing are 
about math, science, 
history, and healthy liv-
ing. Their songs teach 
– and they also joyfully 
sing at the top of  their 
lungs.
 This inspection of  the 
correlation between 
the activity inside and 
that of  what is outside 
should call each of  

us to action. Hopefully we will keep in 
front of  us this reminder of  how fragile 
the mind is. The work we are called to 
do is whatever it takes to prepare these 
children for a good life. For the teachers, 
that is to understand the development 
of  a young mind and respond and teach 
accordingly. For the rest of  us, that is 
to provide the resources so the teachers 
have the tools they need to do their job 
successfully. 

 The joyful song the man sings is 
lovely for the moment – for him and 
for the hearer. However, as the sound 
fades in the distance, his song can’t help 
but leave one with a bit of  melancholy. 
The joyful song the children sing will be 
lovely for a lifetime for everyone. And it 
leaves us not with melancholy, but with a 
sanguine feeling – all the more so if  we 
have met that call to action.  

Sing a joyful noise
by Cynthia Roe Brown
Director of  Development, St. James’s Children’s Center

Christmas Poinsettias

The Altar Guild welcomes 
memorial gifts for poinsettias 
during the Christmas season 

at St. James’s.

Please send a check for $15 
(clearly marked for a poinset-
tia) and the name for the me-
morial to St. James’s Church, 

1205 W. Franklin St., Rich-
mond, VA 23220. The deadline 

is December 17.

The plants will be delivered 
to home-bound parishioners 
after Christmas. For more in-
formation contact the church 
office at 355-1779, ext. 315 or 

email gyoung@doers.org.



Richmond furniture maker Har-
rison Higgins this summer finished 

work on two pieces for St. James’s. He 
built a beautiful standing case for the 
Memorial Garden’s remembrance book 
in the Atrium in Gibson Hall and an 
equally exquisite urn stand dedicated in 
memory of  long-time parishioner Spilly 
Spilman, who died on December 2, 

2011. Gifts made in Spilly’s memory to 
the church were collected and at Ran-

dy’s suggestion a portion of  those funds 
were used to build the stand, which was 
dedicated at the 11:15 a.m. service on 
October 21. His widow, Alice Spilman, 
and three daughters were present. 
 Higgins has crafted a great many 
pieces for St. James’s including its altar 
table and altar chairs. “I’ve spent a lot 
of  time in the sanctuary space. I always 
try to honor the space with references 
in the design to feel uplifting and holy,” 
said Higgins. 
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Ministry opportunities at St. James’s (Continued from page 11)

 ACTS (Area Congregations 
Together in Service) is a network of  con-
gregations working together in Greater 
Richmond to prevent homelessness. St. 
James’s is a proud founding member of  
this ministry. ACTS serves low-income 
citizens, many of  whom are the work-
ing poor in metropolitan Richmond 
struggling to meet life’s basic needs. An 
unexpected expense can put these fami-
lies into financial crisis.
 ACTS serves to prevent homeless-
ness with the purpose of  providing 
emergency financial assistance and 
counseling during time of  crisis that 

put families at risk. In addition to the 
ACTS organization which St. James’s 
continues to support and help grow, 
emergency funding comes also from 
my in-house emergency fund which is 
used to help those clients that are not 
eligible for ACTS or need more than 
what ACTS can offer. I work in partner-
ship with ACTS and provide a bit more 
counseling and one-on-one support to 
those who show chronic need. These are 
the people for whom I receive refer-
rals from other agencies or who come 
to our church front door. My in-house 
emergency fund will be the recipient of  

this year’s Giving Tree gifts. In addition 
to providing counseling and financial 
assistance, St. James’s has established its 
own ACTS Advocacy Team that works 
to strengthen and grow this vital min-
istry.  Please contact lay leader Margie 
Gray (357-4442 or mgray@cavtel.net) 
or me (355-1779 or nwarman@doers.
org) if  you would like to join this team 
of  ACTS “doers!”

You’re Invited!
Join a holiday celebration with VSH

Virginia Supportive Housing will 
host its third annual Christ-

mas/Holiday party at St. James’s on 
Thursday, December 6, from 11:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Valentine Hall. 
You are invited to join us for all or 
part of  this festive and fun event that 
is filled to the brim with good food, 
music, and entertainment! The ar-
rangements are already made, and 

we are asking only that you help us 
provide welcome and hospitality to 
our 80 some guests and maybe lend a 
helping hand, if  needed. Please con-
tact lay leader Susan Siegfried at 739-
8853 or shs5701@comcast.net if  you 
plan to attend. VSH is a non-profit 
agency that provides housing stability 
and support services to people who 
formerly have been homeless.

Richmond furniture maker completes stand, display case
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Stewardship

Lift High the Cross 

In watching the video played at the 
Feast, I was moved by the many 

familiar faces and voices describing how 
meaningful St. James’s has been in their 
lives. I was particularly touched when 
I heard Henry Valentine say, “We have 
four children, all of  whom have been 
baptized and confirmed at St. James’s. 
We have eleven 
grandchildren, 
and my mother 
would have been 
wreathed in smiles 
this morning 
watching her great 
granddaughter 
carry the cross.” 
 I was captivated by that image of  
this young girl carrying the cross to the 
altar, the youth following in the footsteps 
of  her ancestors and leading the way 
to the future. There are so many St. 
James’s families that have been in this 
church for generations, who have recited 
their memorable stories to each of  their 
children, passing on the traditions, val-
ues, and faith that they experienced in 
this parish. What an extraordinary and 
remarkable gift this is! 
 Even though the cross was not 
actually carried to the altar until Dr. 
Churchill Gibson initiated it in 1957, 
it has been lifted high by the “Doers” 
throughout the history of  the church. 
Each of  us has carried our personal 
cross during the course of  our lives, and 

on that journey we meet Christ. It has 
been right here at St. James’s since 1835 
that we have experienced our families’ 
baptisms, confirmations, marriages, fu-
nerals, worship services, youth activities, 
mission trips, and on and on. St. James’s 
is where we witness God’s love and find 
meaning to our life. It is this faith-based 

community environment that the pa-
rishioners of  St. James’s want to leave as 
their legacy to their children’s children.
 “Be Ye Doers of  the Word,” that is 
the spirit of  St. James’s, and as Randy 
says, it is our DNA. Worship, educa-
tion, missions, and music have been, 
from day one, what we are all about. 
As we celebrate Our Past, Our Present, 
and Our Future in this our centennial 
year of  the church building on Franklin 
Street, we are reminded that even before 
this structure was built, our ancestors set 
high standards for us to follow. 
 We have the privilege of  being 
members of  St. James’s and the respon-
sibility to share and carry on the mean-
ingful life it offers. Our ancestors made 
sacrifices and plowed new ground. They 

were not afraid to take risks to keep the 
church alive and thriving. Through-
out the decades, they overcame what 
seemed at the time insurmountable ob-
stacles. We have the same opportunities 
and challenges today and are fortunate 
to have such a strong foundation upon 
which to build. 
 Sarah and Knox Hubard summed 
it up when they said, “The legacy of  
St. James’s is strength, integrity, love, 
support, community based, patience, 
kindness, acceptance, encouragement… 
We have heard this preached to us be-
fore, that the church is not the building, 
it is the people. I think inevitably it is 
the people; St. James’s people who will 
be what carries us on for the next 200 
years, 300 years. Because of  who we are, 
because we are Doers, we are people of  
intention, of  great strength and caring. 
It is wonderful thing!” 
  People of  intention… it is a won-
derful thing! It is with intention that we 
must insure that the St. James’s spirit 
lives on in the lives of  future genera-
tions. 
 Lift high the cross, the love of  Christ 
proclaim...

 Blessings,

 

We have the privilege of  being members of  
St. James’s and the responsibility to share 
and carry on the meaningful life it offers. 

Chip Woodson,
Director of Stewardship and 

Development 
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At the Annual Meeting of  the 
Congregation of  St. James’s 

Church on Sunday, February 24, 
2013, the nominating committee will 
present a slate of  seven nominees, six 
of  whom will be elected to three-year 
terms on the vestry and one of  whom 
will fill a one-year unexpired term 
with the possibility of  being re-elected 
to serve a subsequent three-year term.  
The committee seeks suggestions from 
the congregation of  candidates to fill 
these positions.  Members of  the ves-
try whose terms are expiring or whose 
unexpired term will be filled include:
• Jan L. Harris (term expires in 2012)
• G. Scott Hetzer (2012)
• Monty McFadden (2012)
• Dena Frith Moore (2012)
• Newnie Rogers (2012)
• Stephen Watts (2012)
• Jody Wilcox (2013, one year 

unexpired)
 The Canons of  the Diocese 
provide that any lay person, 16 years 
of  age or older, who is a confirmed 
communicant in good standing, shall 

be eligible for election to the Vestry. 
A “communicant in good standing” 
is a member of  our church who has 
received Holy Communion in the 
Episcopal Church at least three times 
during the preceding year and “who 
for the previous year has been faithful 
in corporate worship, unless for good 
cause prevented, and has been faithful 
in working, praying and giving for the 
spread of  the Kingdom of  God.”
 I encourage you to submit your 
recommendations no later than 
Monday, December 10, as the 
committee will meet in early Janu-
ary.  You may recommend more than 
one person, and it is not necessary to 
obtain his or her permission.  If  you 
are interested in serving on the vestry, 
please let us know.  You may recom-
mend a candidate by contacting me at 
dfmoore13@gmail.com or 539-7175 
or by contacting any member of  the 
nominating committee (see below).
The nominating committee will 
inform each person selected by the 
committee of  his or her nomination 

before presenting him or her to the 
congregation. 
 Dena Moore
 Chair, Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee
• Elizabeth Andrews, Sunday 

School Superintendent, eandrews@
collegiate-va.org

• Pam Goggins, Member at Large, 
pamgoggins@hotmail.com

• John Hart, Member at Large, 
h3133@yahoo.com

• Jan Harris, Vestry Member, janL.
harris@comcast.net

• Scott Hetzer, Vestry Member, scott.
hetzer@dom.com

• Steve McCoy, Vestry Member, steve.
mccoy@patientfirst.com

• Dena Moore, Senior Warden, df-
moore13@gmail.com

• Mary Watt New, Vestry Member, 
the60watt@verizon.net

• Newnie Rogers, Episcopal Church 
Women President, nrogers@virgini-
aestateplans.com

• Stevie Toepke, Member at Large, 
stevietoepke@gmail.com

Vestry Nominees Sought

Every Member 
Ministry
Faithful People Responding 
to God’s Call to Serve

We give thanks to all who have 
“claimed your ministry” 

through our annual Every Member’s 
Ministry process and who will be living 
out your faith in real and special ways 
especially during the holiday season. 
Prayerfully considering one’s role in 
ministry is an ever evolving process. As 
the holidays come to an end and the 
new year begins, please begin again to 
listen to God’s call. And then watch 

for information about the 2013 EMM 
process which will take place during the 
Lenten season and culminate on Easter 
Sunday with a blessing of  all ministries. 
You may “claim a ministry” at any time. 
EMM cards with collection boxes are 
in the Narthex. “Playbooks” describ-
ing roles and ministry opportunities 
are available in the Narthex and online 
(www.doers.org). Nancy Warman is 
always happy to help you discern your 
ministry and get you connected to a 
ministry team. You may contact her 
at nwarman@doers.org or 355-1779 
ext.333. Thank you for your faithfulness 
and for your ministry!

Stock Gift Reminder

If  you are making a stock gift, please 
notify us as it is not uncommon to 

have a stock gift wired to our broker 
without the donor’s name.  If  you have 
made a stock gift this year and have not 
received an acknowledgement, please let 
us know!  If  you are planning to make a 
stock gift before year-end, please make 
arrangements to transfer your stock in 
sufficient time to insure the transaction 
takes place in 2012.
 If  you have any questions, please 
contact Chip Woodson (cwoodson@
doers.org) or Poconna Thiel (pthiel@
doers.org).  Thank you!
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The Staff
David Barnett
Facilities Manager 
dbarnett@doers.org 

Cynthia Brown 
Children’s Center Development Director 
cbrown@doers.org

The Rev. Dr. Mark Cooper 
Pastoral Associate 
markcooper1966@gmail.com

The Rev. Ann Dieterle 
Associate Rector
adieterle@doers.org

The Rev. Carmen Germino
Assistant Rector 
cgermino@doers.org

The Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith 
Rector
rhollerith@doers.org

Anita Lisk 
Parish Coordinator 
alisk@doers.org

Becky Page 
Director of  Children’s Ministries
bpage@doers.org 

The Rev. Caroline Smith Parkinson 
Pastoral Associate 
csp@activated.com

The Rev. Alex Riffee
Assistant Rector  
ariffee@doers.org

Emily Thrower
Communications Coordinator 
ethrower@doers.org

Laura Shuford 
Facilities Coordinator 
lshuford@doers.org

Poconna S. Thiel 
Financial Coordinator 
pthiel@doers.org

Nancy Warman 
Director of  Servant Ministry
nwarman@doers.org

Dr. Mark Whitmire 
Music Director 
mwhitmire@doers.org

Virginia Whitmire
Organist and Choir Director 
vwhitmire@doers.org

Chip Woodson 
Director of  Stewardship and Development
cwoodson@doers.org

Gina Young
Administrative Assistant 
gyoung@doers.org 

2012 Vestry Members
Ryon Acey 

ryonacey@comcast.net

Louise Bowles 
louisebowles@verizon.net

Margy Brown 
mvb1256@aol.com

DeWitt B. Casler 
dewitt.casler@bankofamerica.com

Jan L. Harris
 JanL.Harris@comcast.net

Mimi Herington 
mimiherington@gmail.com

G. Scott Hetzer
 gscotthetzer@verizon.net

Joseph A. (Jay) Jennings 
jayjennings@verizon.net

Michael Lantz 
mwwlantz@yahoo.com

Steve McCoy 
Steve.McCoy@PatientFirst.com

Monty McFadden
 mmcfadden@mcinnovations.com

Dena Frith Moore 
dfmoore13@gmail.com

Mary Watt New 
the60watt@verizon.net

Newnie Rogers
 nrogers@virginiaestateplans.com

Kendal A. Sibley 
kendal_aylor@hotmail.com

Britt Van Deusen 
brittvandeusen@hotmail.com

Stephen Watts, Junior Warden 
swatts@mcguirewoods.com


