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What’s inside...
Have you been deeply touched by your 

faith or a favorite ministry? What are 
the epiphanies on your personal spiritual 
journey? Where have you been called to a 
deeper relationship with Christ?

St. James’s is a community in constant 
transformation. As a way to acknowledge 
and honor the work of  the Spirit that 
is occurring right in front of  us, we are 
initiating “I Witness Accounts”, a podcast 
series that will offer any parishioner the 
opportunity to tell their story of  trans-
formation. These audio vignettes will 
resemble a national program called “Story 
Corps”, which often airs on National Pub-
lic Radio’s news broadcasts.

The Communications Office will col-
lect and produce the series. Parishioners 
are invited to contact Russell Lawson 
(russelllawson@doers.org or 804-355-1779 
x339) to arrange a time to stop by the 
church and talk. The interviews can be 
conversations between family members, 
missioners, ministry participants, or led by 
Russell. The important part is that people 
who feel comfortable sharing an experi-
ence about God’s presence in their lives at 
a point that was transformational for them 
will have a quiet environment in which to 
recount their story.

We will connect these stories to the 
parish through our website on a special 
“I Witness” page. There parishioners will 
be able to listen (or download) the stories 
of  faithful people changed through their 
involvement with St. James’s or on their 
Christian walk in the world. These will 
also be able to be shared in emails, on 

social media accounts and we will pursue 
arrangements to have them circulated 
through online broadcast channels, such as 
iTunes.

Bring us your stories and we will listen. 
You will be asked to review your produced 
podcast before it is used. If  anything is 
not to your liking, we will try again. Let 
us hear about your personal experience 
so that we all may be inspired to open our 
hearts to the work of  the Spirit, too.

What’s Your Story?
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From the Rector’s Desk

The Rev. Randolph Marshall
Hollerith, Rector

Legacy

As we finish up our centennial year 
at St. James’s, I’ve been think-

ing quite a bit about legacy. Perhaps 
these thoughts arise from the fact that 
we recently returned so many historic 
items to the nook in the wall under the 
cornerstone of  the church. These items 
tell part of  the story of  those who have 
come before us. They show us the pride 
of  those who invested so much to create 
St. James’s. In them we can recognize 
the hope and faith of  our forebear-
ers that they were creating something 
lasting and good. In addition, I was so 
pleased by the volume of  items people 
felt were important to put in our new 
time capsule. Items that tell the story of  
our time at St. James’s, items that show 
our hope and faith for the future. 

If  you think about it, for 175 years 
there has been a continual stream of  
people moving through our church com-
munity. Young babies being baptized, 
teenagers being confirmed, couples 
getting married, families burying loved 
ones – people in every stage of  life look-
ing for God within our church, looking 
for God through relationships with each 
other. We have taught one another, 
learned from one another, laughed 
together, even cried together. In the 
process, we have cared for the sick, the 
poor, the homeless, and many brothers 
and sisters overseas. We have helped to 
create lasting institutions like Sheltering 
Arms and Circle Center Adult Day Ser-
vices. We have sung more hymns, said 
more prayers, and broke more bread 
than I could ever count. All with the in-
tention of  drawing others and ourselves 
a little closer to the loving God we find 

in Jesus Christ. Through all the years 
we have survived interpersonal conflicts, 
flawed leadership, changing demograph-
ics, more than a half  dozen wars, and a 
least two devastating fires. Why, because 
we are a community of  Christ’s disciples 
and the work of  the Kingdom must go 
on. 

If  this centennial year has given 
me anything, it is an immense sense of  
gratitude and humility for the legacy 
passed on to us by those who have gone 
before. If  this centennial year has mo-
tivated me in any way, it is the desire to 
make sure that the legacy we bequeath 
to the future is worthy of  the one we 
have received. Moreover, as we close 
our centennial year, I wonder are we as 
individuals conscious of  the legacy we 
are leaving? Ask yourself  this question; 
are you as an individual working to 
draw others a little closer to the loving 
God found in Jesus Christ? Can you 
name the people whose lives you have 
blessed, changed, deepened, improved? 
Are you setting an example that will 
help others along the journey of  life 
even after you are gone? Do you realize 
that your children, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews watch you as you walk this 
life? They see how you handle adversity, 
pain, disappointment, stress, and even 
success. What are you, what am I, teach-
ing them? The answers to these ques-
tions say something important about our 
own individual legacies.

My mom always used to say that ac-
tions speak louder than words and she’s 
right. What we tell people is one thing, 
but those who love us learn from us by 
watching what we do. In this sense, it 

isn’t just what we accomplish that mat-
ters the most, it’s how we live in-between 
our accomplishments that defines who 
we are. 

During the lazy days of  summer 
I hope you will take a few minutes to 
think about the people who have most 
blessed you by their legacy. If  they are 
still with us, I hope you will tell them 
how grateful you are for their example. 
If  they are not, I hope you will give God 
thanks for their lives.  Then recognize 
that you have the opportunity to be that 
kind of  a person in the life of  another. 
How you live during the good times, 
how you handle suffering and difficulty 
during the bad times, it all matters, it all 
leaves a legacy. What will yours be?

Blessings

Summer Schedules

Sundays, June 2- Sept. 1

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
or Morning Prayer

 5:00 p.m. Jazz Mass

Vacation Bible School

 9:00 a.m. - noon

June 24-28

Office Hours

until September 3

 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Monday -Thursday

Closed Friday
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Choir Trip to Italy
June 23 – July 2

Our Choir carries St. James’s banner 
to the great cathedrals of  Italy.

• June 25 - Chiesa Santa Maria dei 
Miracoli, Venice

• June 26 - St. Mark’s Basilica, 
Venice

• June 28 - Chiesa Santa Maria 
Maggiore, Florence

• June 29 - Santa Maria del Fiore 
(Duomo), Florence

• June 30 - St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Rome

Mark Whitmire, Director of Music
Virginia Whitmire, Organist and Choir Director

Music

Awarding of Crosses 
and Ribbons

On Sunday April 28 at 9:00 a.m. we 
awarded Crosses and Ribbons to our 
Children’s Choir in recognition for their 
years of  service. They sang Benjamin 
Britten’s Psalm 150 for Choir and Orchestra. 
The Cherub Choir received Choir But-
tons and sang O clap your hands and My 
shepherd will supply.

Both these performances can be seen 
on our YouTube.com channel. Visit:

http://youtu.be/-q5gbpgeDlk
http://youtu.be/5csiZP-mRGo

June 2 Centennial Service

“Unless the Lord builds the house, 
their labor is in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
in vain the watchman keeps his vigil.”

These words from Psalm 127 have 
been said or sung at the dedication of  
churches for centuries. I used this text 
for an anthem, “Foundation,” composed 
in celebration of  the rebuilding of  our 
church following the fire. It was first 
sung in May, 1997. The anthem com-
bines these psalm verses with the well-
known 18th-century text “How firm 
a foundation, ye saints of  the Lord.” 
The original folk hymn first appeared 
in the hymnal Genuine Church Music, 
published here in Virginia in 1832, only 
a few years prior to the founding of  St. 
James’s. 

“When through fiery trials thy pathways 
    shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”

Both of  these texts provide beautiful 
descriptions of  the abundant faith and 
sure resolve shown by St. Jamesers to 
rebuild our church for future genera-
tions. On June 2 we will once again sing 
“Foundation” as we celebrate the past 
100 years and give thanks for God’s all-
sufficient grace.

Music and Outreach –  
The Welcome Summer 
Recital Series
Three Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

The Welcome Summer Recital 
Series was created as a way to share 
our beautiful space with the Richmond 
community and to give greater exposure 
to service organizations. The sixteenth 
annual series takes place on the first 
three Wednesday evenings in June at 
7:00 p.m.  The series begins with The 
Atlantic Chamber Ensemble on the 5th 
to benefit St. James’s Children’s Center, 
followed by an organ recital featuring 
Jeremy Filsell on the 12th to benefit the 
Central Virginia Foodbank (FeedMore), 
and ends with soprano Lisa Edwards-
Burrs on the 19th to benefit CARITAS. 
There is no lovelier way to spend a sum-
mer evening than to listen to beautiful 
music in a beautiful space. Please join us 
and bring your friends.

June 5
Atlantic Chamber Ensemble

Members of  the Richmond Symphony 
and faculty members of  VCU, W&M, 

and U of  R

June 12
Jeremy Filsell

Organist,
Artist-in-Residence at 
Washington National 

Cathedral

June 19
Lisa Edwards-Burrs 

Soprano,
Assistant Professor of  Voice, 

Virginia State University

Recognition, Celebration 
and Welcome Summer
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Ann Dieterle,
Associate Rector

There’s a newish series of  AT&T 
commercials that usually provides 

me with a laugh.  They involve a guy 
sitting in the midst of  a handful of  first 
graders (or around that age) in what 
appears to be a school setting – either a 
library or classroom – and he asks them 
questions like:  What’s better, doing one 
thing, or doing more than one thing?  
What’s better, bigger or smaller?  More 
or less?  Faster or slower?  The children 
give him a variety of  answers complete 
with amusing illustrations and then 
the commercial ends with a voiceover 
saying: “It’s not complicated, bigger (or 
more, or faster, or doing more than one 
thing) is better.”

Jesus says the same thing in Matthew 
6:25-34.

Oh.  Wait.  Jesus never said that. 1

Actually, I’m not sure where the 
notion that – bigger, better, faster and 
doing multiple things at once is al-
ways or at least usually better than the 
alternative – has its beginnings.  But it 
does seem to be a cultural value in the 
western world.

The December 2012 issue of  So-
journers magazine had several articles 
focused around the theme of  slowing 
down, and getting comfortable with the 
idea not only of  slower but also smaller 
and quieter.  Slower, smaller and quieter 
is more or less opposite of  the aforemen-
tioned commercials, and while it may 
not make a very good business plan (to 

paraphrase one of  the contributors to 
the issue) it does make a good spiritual 
practice.

The Sojourners issue draws inspira-
tion from the ‘Slow’ movement, the 
origin of  which is in Italy in 1986, when 
a man named Carlo Petrini protested 
the opening of  a McDonald’s in the 
Piazza di Spagna and the Slow Food 
organization was born.  The Slow Food 
movement now has chapters through-
out the country and the world, and the 
Richmond chapter describes it like this: 
“We are a grassroots movement with 
over 100,000 members in 132 countries 
around the world that links the pleasure 
of  food with a responsible commitment 
to community and the environment.” 
(http://www.slowfoodrva.org/)  Slow 
Food launched a broader ‘Slow’ move-
ment, and the Wikipedia entry lists 13 
distinct ‘Slow’ initiatives, including Slow 
Cities (Cittaslow), Slow Parenting, Slow 
Science and Slow Church.  Common 
threads among the varied initiatives are 
that they desire a cultural shift toward 
slowing down the pace of  life, and savor-
ing the pleasure of  the experience or the 
moment over expediency and efficiency.  
There is also an emphasis on local 
community and the environment, and a 
trend away from globalization (but not 
global community) and individualism.  
Take a moment to let that sink in!

I’ve heard some theologians and 
pastors say that Jesus came not primarily 
to show us how to get to heaven after we 

die, but to show us how to be human- 
here and now.  One of  the things that 
this means for me is ‘slow’-ing down, 
(forgive the grammar and spelling – I 
mean this in the sense that the ‘Slow’ 
movement embraces)  Slowing the pace 
of  life is part of  that, though this is as 
much a result of  several other habits as 
it is a goal in and of  itself.  For instance, 
it was recently recommended that I 
make several changes in my diet.  This 
will require that I cook more which 
in turn will require that I change my 
grocery shopping habits (more lo-
cal, more organic, no processed and 
prepackaged food – there is nothing 
efficent about this). Making the time 
to cook will necessitate other changes 
in my daily and weekly schedule, etc., 
etc.  I don’t presume that you want to 
know the details of  my personal life and 
habits, but suffice it to say that there are 
multiple aspects of  life where these kinds 
of  changes are in process, with the result 
that I am having to unlearn certain hab-
its and teach myself  some new ones.

As we enter into summer, I get the 
sense that it will be a relief  to have a 
chance to slow down.   And I wonder: 
is this the natural rhythm of  life?  Or is 
the pace with which we live the other 
9-10 months of  the year just unrealistic?  
I cannot answer this for any particular 
reader, but I can observe that I frequent-
ly hear people tell me how busy they are, 
how little sleep they get, how little time 
they have for (fill in the blank: cooking, 

Summer Offers a Change of Pace

(continues on page 7)
  1This is actually part of  the Sermon on the Mount.
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Practice makes perfect. How many 
times have we heard that? Practice 

is what we ask our children to do when 
we want them to learn something, right? 
From reading and multiplication tables, 
to throwing a baseball and riding a bike, 
these things take practice. But, when 
our children practice these things, they 
get better and better. One day they have 
mastered these skills and they have be-
come part of  them. They can’t remem-
ber a time when they did not know how 
to read or multiply, throw a ball or ride 
a bike.

That is what I hope for their prayer 
life – something that becomes such a 
part of  them that they can’t remember 
not knowing how to do it. Praying is in 
many ways just like these other skills in 
that it requires time, attention, repeti-
tion and patience. However, unlike other 
skills, there is no right or wrong way to 
pray. So, how can we help our children 
learn to pray and make prayer a part 
of  them? Here are some things to think 
about with your children:

• We can pray any time. We can 
pray in the morning, at mealtime, 
or at bedtime. 

• We can pray anywhere. We can 
pray at church, at home, or on 
the playground. 

• We can pray for anything. We can 
pray for big things like healing for 
a loved one or small things like 
the joy of  finding a robin’s nest. 

• We can pray for any reason. We 
can pray when we are happy or 
sad, frustrated or grateful.

Regardless of  where, how, or why we 
are praying, like all skills, praying takes 
practice. A great way as parents to en-
courage our children to practice prayer 
is to practice it ourselves. Children need 
to see and hear prayer modeled. The 
more examples they see of  prayer the 
more they will realize that there are 
many styles of  prayer. The more people 
they hear pray at home and at church 
the more they will realize that there is 
no “right” or “wrong” way to pray. God 
hears all our prayers.

I recently attended a lecture entitled 
“Fostering Family Spirituality” led by 
Dr. Megan Limburg, who suggested a 
simple way to help children remember 
the different types of  prayers: “thanks, 
help, oops and wow.” We can pray in 
thanksgiving. We can pray for help. We 
can pray for forgiveness. We can pray in 
adoration. 

The following prayer of  thanksgiving 
for the children of  St. James’s has been 
adapted from one that can be found in 
the Book of  Common Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, you sent you only Son into 
this world. We thank you for the lives of  the 
children of  St. James’s, entrusted to our care. 
Help us to remember that we are all your chil-
dren, and so to love and nurture the children of  
St. James’s, that they may attain the full stature 
intended for them in your eternal kingdom; for 
the sake of  your dear Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Practicing Prayer with Our Children

. . . for Children
Becky Page

Director of Children’s Ministries

Vacation Bible School at St. James’s June 24-28 
9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

The theme for this year is Breathe It In: God Gives Life.
Each day we will explore a different aspect of God in our lives.

• Monday – Breathe in Life. God shares breath with humanity.
• Tuesday – Breathe in Hope. God can transform desperate situations.
• Wednesday – Breathe in Courage. God is with us during difficult times.
• Thursday – Breathe in Wisdom. God provides a solid foundation.
• Friday – Breathe in New Life. God sends the spirit to grow the church. 
 Fun off-site field trip!
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Faith Format ion

The Rev. Alex Riffee,
Assistant Rector

Recently, I read a book entitled Reli-
gious Literacy by Stephen Prothero. 

I teamed up with the Rev. Ann Dieterle 
and the Rev. Mark Cooper to discuss 
the book over the course of  three weeks 
during Wednesday night programming. 
Although I found points of  disagree-
ment with the author’s solution to the 
problem of  religious literacy in our 
country, much of  his argument was valid 
to our culture, our congregation, as well 
as my own faith life. 

Prothero writes that the United 
States is/is not a Christian nation. Reli-
gion is/is not part of  the public sphere 
of  life and that faith does/does not 
play an important role for government 
leaders and those who vote for their 
leaders. Ultimately, no matter how we 
try to separate the institutions of  church 
and state, religion or spirituality plays an 
important role in the daily life of  most 
people in this country. 

Faith has historically been and 
currently is an important facet in the 
majority of  American life. However, 
statistics have shown that basic knowl-
edge of  one’s faith is diminishing rapidly 
over time. This is true across every 
denomination and other world religions. 
Statistics have also shown that going to 
church or Sunday school on a regular 
basis has not greatly improved one’s 
basic knowledge of  Christianity. If  this 
is true, then I ask, “What can we do to 
strengthen our faith I.Q. as individuals 
and within our family?” 

One solution that has fostered 
growth in my own experience comes 
from family practices in the home. 
Whenever I had a sleep-over at my best 
friend’s house, I remember ending the 
day reading a couple of  verses from 
scripture with the entire family and 
saying a prayer. My family used to do 
something similar when my brother and 
I were children. 

Prothero agrees that one of  the 
strongest ways to improve our basic 
knowledge of  the faith comes from 
individual and corporate study within 
the family. No matter how loved or 
trusted one’s pastor may be, nothing has 
a stronger impact on a child than having 
a confident answer regarding the faith 
from a parent, whether they agree with 
the parent or not. If  they are struggling 
with their faith, knowing they have a 
trusted adult who is strong in their faith, 
will express to them the value it holds 
within the family. 

As we wind down the program year, 
I want to challenge you to pick up a 
new family practice. At the end of  the 
day, get the family together each night 
to read a small portion of  the Bible. If  
this seems an unlikely success, then take 
it upon yourself  or with your partner/
spouse to read the Bible together. Rais-
ing a child in a Christian family does not 
happen solely or most effectively in the 
congregational setting. Rather, to raise 
a child in the Christian faith, the adult 
must model this desire and have cour-

age to give their own biblical instruc-
tion within the household. Whether 
we believe ourselves capable of  being 
religious leaders in the Christian faith or 
not, raising a family within the Christian 
faith necessitates that we take on that 
role. I believe that God has brought 
each of  us into His fold to do something 
to further His Kingdom. Whatever our 
doubts may be, God knows us and He 
calls us to know Him and share Him 
with others, especially our families. 

Family Spirituality & Biblical Growth
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exercise, volunteering, prayer, church, 
leisure activities, peace and quiet, etc.).

Meister Eckhart, a late 13th/early 
14th century German mystic and Do-
minican priest wrote that “God is not 
found in the soul by adding anything 
but by a process of  subtraction.”  He 
also said that to fill ourselves with God, 
we must empty ourselves of  other 
stuff. (that’s a paraphrase).  This is why 
slower, smaller, and quieter is a good 
spiritual practice.  Because faster, bigger 
and more is so seductive and tempting, 
even when it isn’t life-giving.  

If  this resonates with you, give me a 
call and let’s talk.  There is an alterna-
tive to bigger, faster and more.  It helps 
to find the alternatives when you’re do-
ing so with the support of  a community.

Change of Pace  
(Continued from page 4)

Nearly every household receives 
our quarterly Chimes magazine. 

Every member of  the congregation in 
church on Sunday receives the Sunday 
Chimes. Most of  the parish receives the 
eChimes, our bi-weekly news delivered 
to your email inbox.

However, we also communicate with 
some parishioners through a strong 
online presence in our digital proper-
ties. Here’s how you can get information 
about events, follow our service projects, 
even learn about our community part-
ners and parishioner achievements:
Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/pages/
St-Jamess-Episcopal-Church/

Our community 
page on Facebook 
is a place you can 
“Like” and thereby 
receive our status 
updates. These 

include events and news about commu-
nity partners such as the Circle Center, 
CARITAS, Habitat for Humanity and 
many others. If  we know of  a parishio-
ner who has received special recognition 
of  some kind, it goes on Facebook. It 
also broadcasts notices of  special ser-
vices, forums, baptisms and links to our 
videos and music.
Twitter – follow @BeaDoer

Along with our 
Facebook updates 
and YouTube posts, 
you’ll see informa-
tion on the Diocese, 
the national church 
and Anglican Communion, other spiri-
tual thinkers and leaders and parishio-
ners who we follow.

YouTube – http://www.youtube.com/user/
StJamesRichmond

We are posting 
weekly sermons, 
special parish events, 
video information 
on our mission and 
ministries and musical performances. 
Email messages – Use the “Join Email 
List” button on the front of  our website 

to add your name 
to the eChimes list, 
the ECW list or the 
Lenten Bible Verses 
“God in Your In-
box” list. We will be 

introducing later in the year additional 
lists that you can sign up for to get just 
the information you’re interested in and 
nothing more.
http://Doers.org – Our own website has 
a number of  pages that you may want 
to bookmark or share. Recently, we 
have added the ability of  anyone who 
browses our website to share most pages 

through their own social media ac-
counts, as well as sites like Reddit and 
email accounts Gmail and Yahoo. In 
fact, there are 338 properties included in 
the “Share” button.

Useful pages will include “News”, 
“Volunteer Schedules” and “This Week 
at St. James’s.” And don’t forget to mark 
the “Watch Live” and “Video Archive” 
to make it easy to get to church even 
though you may not be in church.

Connect with us in any of  these 
ways and we’ll keep you informed and 
engaged.

Many Connections Lead to St. James’s

Shutterbug Squad 

Calling all lens pros

The Communications Office 
would like to invite photogra-
phers who are looking for a 
ministry to join the Shutterbug 
Squad. Your help is needed at 
church events and services, on 
trips and retreats, throughout 
the year. Contact Russell Lawson 
(804) 355-1779 or russelllaw-
son@doers.org to get on the list 
for assignments. And bless you 
for doing it!
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The Mahoneys and Anelle of 
the World Pediatric Project.

Anelle and mother Rocio.

P lanting a tree in Cuba

A local priest from Havana, Rev. Carmen Germino and Bishop 
Griselda of the Diocese of Cuba. Haiti team members clear a site.

The Cuba mission team from St. James’s 
and Beth Ahabah.Mike Sullivan and Page Londrey with the Bishop of Haiti.
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Haiti mission team members with the Bishop and school staff.

Zack Reid, Darren of lowernine.org and 
Charlie Nance install flashing in New Orleans..

Rev. Carmen Germino celebrates Eucharist on the 
Mississippi levee near the lower 9th Ward.

Bob Siegfried examines a community garden 
plot in New Orleans’ lower 9th Ward.

Carrington Bowles, 
Jaqueline Milley 
and Rev. Mark 
Cooper build a 
raised bed on the 
Hurricane Sandy 
Relief mission in 
New York.
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Faith in Act ion

A Week of Mission and Outreach in Richmond: 
July 8-12

The Rev. Carmen Germino,
Assistant Rector

What’s the difference between 
mission and outreach?  Every 

church probably defines these terms a 
bit differently. Here at St. James’s, we 
believe both mission and outreach are 
about responding to God’s call to love 
our neighbor, and sharing that love 
through service and building relation-
ships. The main distinction is how we go 
about that service. 

Outreach at St. James’s takes the 
form of  serving those in our local com-
munity who are in need. This service is 
often a regular commitment on the part 
of  the volunteer. Our church partners 
with a number of  local nonprofit agen-
cies to provide these ongoing opportuni-
ties for service.  An outreach ministry 
might be sharing ice cream and conver-
sation with veterans and their families at 
McGuire VA Medical Center one eve-
ning a month, or it might be helping a 
struggling mom provide Christmas pres-
ents for her kids once a year. Outreach 
is, of  course, about reaching out to care 
for one another in our community.

Mission, however, is a short-term 
immersion experience which sustains a 
long-term partnership with communi-
ties in need. Mission usually involves a 
week-long commitment of  time. A mis-
sion team works together, eats together, 
and often travels together. Mission helps 
to keep us connected to the needs of  our 
global community, and allows us to be 
shaped by the experience of  being im-
mersed in discipleship for a while, in a 
context radically different from our own.

While mission and outreach do func-
tion differently at St. James’s, some-
times, these two categories get blurred. 
This is not surprising, because both 
mission and outreach are about sharing 
God’s love. They are both about service. 
And they both involve stepping outside 
of  one’s comfort zone. My colleague, 
Nancy Warman, and I often talk about 
what it would be like to intentionally 
combine mission and outreach – basi-
cally, for a group from St. James’s to be 
immersed in service for a week, right 
here in Richmond, where there is so 
much need.  

This summer, we’re offering an op-
portunity to participate in a mission/
outreach week. You can call it outreach 
by immersion or you can call it a mis-
sion trip to Richmond. What we call it 
is not really important – the important 
thing is that we try it! During the week 
of  July 8-12, our team will work with 
two local nonprofit agencies dedicated 
to improving the housing situation in 
our city. Part of  the work will be with 
project:HOMES, an organization that 
helps low-income people stay in their 
homes comfortably, safely, and afford-
ably. Volunteers who work with this 
agency will assist an individual or family 
whose home requires some reconstruc-
tion work. The rest of  the work will 
be with Virginia Supportive Housing, 
helping residents who were formerly 
homeless clean out their apartments in 
anticipation of  upcoming renovations. 
The mission/outreach team will put in a 

full day’s work with these two agencies, 
then stay together in the evenings to 
share conversation, dinner, and prayer 
before heading home.

Please consider signing up for this 
week of  service. To register, or for more 
information, please contact team leader 
Kyle Martin (kyle@bkmartin.com), 
Director of  Servant Ministry Nancy 
Warman (nwarman@doers.org), or me 
(cgermino@doers.org) by June 15. We 
anticipate that the week will cost about 
$100 to cover meals.

Faithfully,
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The summer months are upon us and give us opportunity to 
reflect upon the servant ministry that has shaped the fab-

ric of  our life together as “doers of  the word” this past church 
season. The good news is that we have far too many “doers” 
and not enough space to print all names but you know who 
you are, and so do we!  We give you THANKS, one and all 
for your faithfulness, love, and ministry that embrace those in 
need and help to build God’s Kingdom.  St. James’s here and 
now stands strong as a beacon of  Christ’s light in the world. 
You make it so!

Let’s give thanks for the blessings of  our outreach minis-
tries, for our team leaders, and all team members:

McGuire Veteran’s Ministry  (Barbara Cochrane/Jim 
Holden)

project:HOMES Build (Kyle Martin)

GateWay Homes (Mary Slaughter)

Virginia Supportive Housing (Susan Siegfried)

Central Virginia Food Bank (Mickie Jones/Mary Slaugh-
ter)

goodChoice Ministry  (Andy Sherrod)

ACTS (Margie Gray)

The Giving Tree (Ginny Hofheimer)

Helping Hands (Jane Pemberton)

Food Force (Gigi Redmond/Mary Slaughter)

Men’s Cooking Team (Harry Moore)

CARITAS Shelter (Meg Stott/ Amanda Roberts/ Carrie Acey) 

CARITAS Intake (Steve McCoy)

Peter Paul Development Center (Dick Bennett/Bob 
Siegfried – garden)

Mentoring Ministry (Paulette Pullen)

St. James’s Children’s Center (Margaret Valentine)

Virginia Home Sing (Virginia Whitmire)

Let’s give thanks for our in-reach ministries, leaders, and 
teams:

Memorial Garden (Bill Gregory)

Front desk volunteers (Jo Miller) 

Worship leaders, including 

Ushers (Harry Turton/Brink Brinkley) 

Lectors (Steve McCoy and Bennette Burks) 

Acolytes (Norvell Whitaker/Barbara Hassett) 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers (Michael Lantz)

Worship Service Offering Counters (Mason and 
Wyatt Beazley) 

Westminster-Canterbury Wheels Drivers (John 
Waite)

Video Squad (George Bishop)

Last but not least, let’s give thanks to our leaders and team 
members for our Wednesday Night Dinner and Hospitality/
Welcome ministries!

Our Wednesday night dinner teams make it happen week 
after week from September through early May!  Thank you, 
each and all for your dedication to this important and fun 
ministry of  fellowship.

Thank you for your hours of  meal planning, shopping, 
cooking, and serving, all done with heaping spoonfuls of  your 
warmth and hospitality each Wednesday night!  Team leaders 
include Evelyn Sutton, Eric Burfeind, Sarah Reeves, Kim 

Giving Thanks!
Nancy Warman,

Director of Servant Ministry

Servant Ministry… is about faithful people 
responding to God’s call. It is about hearing 
God’s call and being open to the presence of
the Holy Spirit working in and among us. 

Please continue on page 13
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ROOOOOAAAAR 
!May roared in like 

a lion for the Children’s 
Center as we welcomed 
special visitors from Af-
rica!!! Joseph ole Tipanko 
and John Kilenyi ole 
Parsitau are Masaai chiefs 
in Kenya, Africa and they 
paid us a cultural visit on 
May 3rd. Forty children 
from the Children’s Cen-
ter, their families, board members and 
other guests gathered in the Parkinson 
Room. Joseph and John taught us about 
growing up in Kenya, life in their village 
and shared stories, games and songs. 
The highlight was certainly their war-
rior dancing, where we all got in on the 
action. 

This visit was the perfect segue to 
summer for the Children’s Center pro-
gramming where the summertime mis-
sion is to provide students with oppor-
tunities to get out and ‘experience the 
world’ beyond their own neighborhoods. 
For the majority of  students, this sum-
mer program provides the only oppor-
tunity that they may ever have in their 
childhood to visit amazing museums and 
parks, swim, skate, bowl and even enjoy 
the fun of  riding the city bus around our 
great city. Each of  the classes will take 
field trips three times a week and for this 
opportunity we are blessed with a trust-
worthy staff, our own vans for transport 
and enthusiastic volunteers to help in 
getting the children out to explore.

This summer the weekly outings cur-
rently scheduled will be:

• The Science Museum of   
Richmond

• The Richmond Children’s  
Museum

• Pocahontas Park
• Virginia Museum of  Fine Arts
• Bowling
• Skating
• Pump it Up
• Monkey Joes
• Rides on our Richmond transit 

buses

• And more!
 
When each of  us are able to step 

outside our own little neighborhood 
(and even outside of  our comfort 
zones, in many cases), we can be as-
sured of  seeing new things, of  viewing 
life through a new lens and of  being 
energized and inspired by what is ours 
out there for the taking, right at our own 
fingertips. Meeting new people who may 
be very different from us, getting to try 
out something new – learning to swim 
in a pool, seeing a contemporary paint-
ing for the first time, looking through a 
telescope to the skies, exploring nature 
in a wide open space and even learning 
to dance and jump like the African war-
riors.  These experiences all encourage 
empathy, curiosity and have the poten-
tial to make the heart beat a little faster. 
And it is this dedication to exposure and 
experience that truly set our St. James’s 
Children’s Center apart from the rest 
and makes it the BEST place to be this 
summer!

Summertime means…Exposure and Experience!
by Jennifer Sisk
Board of  Directors, St. James’s Children’s Center
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Baldwin, Laura Brown, Karen Townsend, Allison Wright, 
Anne Toms, Mary Fox, Charol Shakeshaft, Dale Mann, and 
Pat Swift.

Our Hospitality and Welcome teams provide us with the 
best ever embraces of  warmth and welcome, and second to 
none receptions of  all types and sizes, such as Blessing of  Ani-
mals, Easter brunch, Newcomer Meet and Greet, Newcomers 
parties, Pentecost celebration, and many more!

Thank you, leaders Mimi Herington, Louise Bowles, Mary 
Watt New, and Mary Slaughter 
and thanks to all our “doers” 
who “step up to the plate” to 
make these events wonderful 
gatherings for old and new 
friends!

“Doers” Moving Onward…

Ministries continue this 
summer! project:HOMES, 
ACTS, McGuire Veterans Ministry,  Peter Paul Development 
Center, Virginia Supportive Housing, St. James’s Children’s 
Center, goodChoice ministry, and all our worship ministries 
continue to be active during the summer months.  Please con-
tact me (nwarman@doers.org/355-1779 ext. 333) or one of  
our lay leaders if  you are interested in joining a team.

Every Member’s Ministry Claim Your Ministry cards 
are being processed and those who completed a card should 
be hearing from lay leaders during the summer months.  If  
you want to get started on a team before you hear from a lay 
leader, please feel free to call the leader of  the team that you 
wish to join.

Freedom House Is Closed

By the time you receive this edition of  the summer 
Chimes, you will have heard that one of  our oldest community 
agencies has closed.

David Wade, Wyn Brown, and I served on Freedm House’s 
Board of  Directors.

While a difficult decision, the decision to stop operations 
was the right one!  Like people, agencies have life cycles.  I am 
pleased to say that as of  the writing of  this article, the board 
and staff  have been able to find placements for all individuals 
who were our residents, and we have transitioned the meal 
program (breakfast and dinner) to the Salvation Army, located 
at 2 W. Grace Street.

Not only will the SA take the clients, but it also will take 
our congregations and volunteers!  So for us at St. James’s, the 
Food Force and the Men’s Cooking team will continue its good 
work of  preparing meals for homeless individuals and families.

Planning ahead – Mark your calendars NOW!

CARITAS Shelter Week at St. James’s will be Feb 15-21, 
2014 for families of  CARITAS.

Giving Thanks!
Continued from page 11

Assistant Rector Carmen Germino 
and her fiancé Matt Presson invite you 
to join them for a fun concert in Valen-
tine Hall at 7:30 p.m. on June 7, the eve 
of  their wedding. 

Performers will include Russell Law-
son, Liz Nance, Knox Hubard, Richard 
Rumble, Steven Ralph, Mark Germino 
(father of  the bride), and others. Dress 
is casual and light refreshments will be 
provided. At the concert, there will be a 
collection of  items taken up for World 
Pediatric Project, an organization that 

brings critically ill children from Central 
America and the Caribbean to Rich-
mond for lifesaving surgery. When a 
WPP family arrives in Richmond, they 
receive a welcome bag to help make 
their stay in the U.S. more comfort-
able. Concert attendees are invited 
(not required) to contribute one of  the 
following items for these welcome bags: 
toothbrush • toothpaste • shampoo • 
conditioner • lotion • coloring book • 
crayons • stuffed animal • small toy or 
game • children’s book in Spanish or 

English. Our parish will celebrate Matt 
and Carmen’s marriage on Sunday, 
June 9 with a blessing at the 10:00 a.m. 
service, followed by a reception in the 
Michaux House.

Friends and Family Concert to Benefit World Pediatric 
Project, Inaugurate Wedding Weekend
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Stewardship

Gifts of the Heart

“Now thank we all our God, 
with heart, and hands, and  
voices…”  – Hymn 396

 

Having just completed our cam-
paign for Cornerstone Gifts to 

the Endowment Fund, I have paused 
to think about the varied gifts given by 
the “Doers” of  St. James’s in response 
to the Celebration of  our Centennial 
Year on Franklin Street.  Thank you for 
your generous support of  St. James’s!  
It has been inspiring to see the genuine 
devotion our parishioners have for their 
church.  

During this past year, we have 
reflected upon our roots, the history 
of  our church and the people who laid 
such a strong foundation. These roots 
provided the strength and stability that 
have led generations to not only carry 
forward the beliefs and values that we 
hold so dear, but to provide the finan-
cial structure to weather the storms.  In 
order to continue this standard, we had 
to face the present-day challenges and 
respond by strengthening the legacy 
that had been left for us.  I’ve watched 
the way St. Jamesers have demonstrated 
their desire to carry forward our mission 
– “To live as Doers of  the Word worship-
ing God and serving others to build Christ’s 
Kingdom.”

As the Cornerstone Campaign pro-
gressed, I saw people giving of  them-
selves, not only of  their money, but of  

their time and energy to work together 
to make our church better.  Our church 
is strong in so many ways and there are 
so many opportunities to help make a 
difference in the lives of  others.  We 
know that preserving our church and 
that for which it stands is critically 
important in these times of  a changing 
world.  

I see the strength of  our parish in 
the diversity of  its members.  As it says 
in Romans, “For as we are one body we 
have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one 
of  the other.  We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us.”

By all of  us sharing our own special 
gifts, the work of  St. James’s, serv-
ing God and our community, can be 
accomplished and as is God’s will, we 
receive gifts of  the heart that are beyond 
measure.  We all experience the mean-
ingful worship, education, and fellow-
ship on a weekly basis.  For those of  us 
who have gone out into our community, 
whether in Richmond, another U.S. city, 
or to a foreign land, all have come back 

enriched and renewed.  We learn that 
not only have we helped our neighbor, 
but we are the ones that have been given 
a gift.  As St. Frances says, “It is in giv-
ing that we receive.” 

In the time that I have been here at 
St. James’s, I have been amazed at the 
energy and enthusiasm of  the members 
of  this church and am grateful for their 

dedication.  As the Cornerstone Cam-
paign has just concluded, I especially 
wish to thank Cathy McGehee and her 
committee for their tireless efforts in 
raising the funds for the Endowment 
Fund.  To all who have made gifts to 
the many church activities and served 
on committees or in other capacities, I 
thank you!  You have given the great-
est gift by “praising God not only with 
your lips, but in your lives” and as the 
hymn says, “with heart, and hands, and 
voices.”

Thanks be to God,

By all of  us sharing our own special gifts, the work 
of  St. James’s, serving God and our community, can 

be accomplished. 

Chip Woodson,
Director of Stewardship and 

Development 
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Responses to our Every Member 
Ministry call (“Claim Your Minis-

try”) include interests and ministries oc-
curring throughout the community that 
are not directly connected to St. James’s. 
We acknowledge and celebrate these 
ministies that take place in homes and in 
our community organizations:

• Advocacy for early childhood   

education

• Anna Julia Cooper Episcopal School

• Arts in the Park, Nominating Com-

mittee, Pet Watch Committee

• At-risk children

• Better Housing Coalition

• Blue Sky Fund

• Bringing smiles and friendship to my 

neighbors

• Capital Campaign for Shrine Mont 

Camps

• Carillon Block Captai9n

• Caring for elderly parent with demen-

tia and significant health problems

• Caring for elderly parents

• Carpenter’s Kids

• CASA (Court Appointed Special 

Advocate)

• Cedarfield Volunteer, deliver mail, 

Flower Committee Chair

• Central Virginia Food Bank

• Children’s Hospital Senior Board

• Christmas Mother Project at West-

minster Canterbury – knit children’s 

caps

• Circle of  Friends – volunteer work of  

all kinds

• Commenting in Schools of  Rich-

mond, Board of  Directors

• Daily opportunities for friends and 

family 

• Daily Planet

• Elder Assisted Living Care

• Enneagram Small Group Convenor

• Freedom House

• Gateway Homes, Inc. Board

• Give counseling for substance abuse

• Health & Wellness Initiative

• Helping a friend who has cancer

• Helping both sons with particular 

need/support

• Homeschooling

• I pray to be open to opportunities to 

be a blessing to someone today!

• Intercessory Prayer

• Jenkins Foundation

• LEM for Westminster Canterbury 

Chapel

• LINC

• Massey Cancer Center

• Master Gardener

• Meals on Wheels

• Multiple Sclerosis Society volunteer

• National Multiple Sclerosis Society

• Needles Eye Ministries Board, small 

group leader, coach

• New Horizons Super Kids Club in FL 

– Tutoring

• OAR, working with jail inmates

• Outreach to aging, music at Dunlop 

House

• Peer friend of  the mentally ill

• Planned Parenthood, volunteer

• Project at PPDC through U of  R

• project:HOMES Board member and 

committee chair

• READ Center volunteer

• Retreat Hospital Board for Women’s 

Health

• Richmond area contact/facilitator for 

the straight spouse network

• Richmond Redevelopment & Housing 

Authority Board

• Richmond schools

• RPI Alumni Steering Committee

• Sewanee  Board

• Sheltering Arms Hospital volunteer

• Shrine Mont Development  

Committee

• Special needs child

• St. Paul’s Lenten Luncheons

• St. Paul’s Lenten Luncheons – Souffle 

Team

• St. Paul’s Lenten Lunches – Cooking 

Team

• Support for public education K-12

• Supporting my family

• Taking care of  my 101-year old 

mother in my home

• The Virginia Home

• The Virginia Home Board of  Trustees

• Troop 400 (St. Paul’s) Scoutmaster

• Tutoring children who need help in 

math

• Valentine Richmond History Center

• Valentine Womens Club

• VCU scholarships

• Virginia Theological Seminary Board

• Virginians High Speed Rail,Board

• VMFA Council

• WC HealthCare Areas visits

• Westminster Canterbury, Dining 

Committee

• Westminster Canterbury, Fall Craft 

Fair

• Westminster Canterbury, Theater 

usher

• Working in my own way through 

board membership in CIS 

• Working to reduce the problem of  

concentrated generational poverty

• World Pediatric Fund

• X Term Community Service

Claim Your Ministry Responses Demonstrate Depth of Servant 
Ministries throughout the Community
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