
R I V E R W O O D  G R O W T H  G R O U P  

Discussion Guide 

Cheerfully (How to Give #4) 
Week of Oct 10, 2021 

While this Discussion Guide is intended for use in a Riverwood Growth Group, it can be 
used personally as well. To get the most from these questions, we suggest you take 10-15 
minutes to read, think, and pray through this Guide before participating in your Group. 
The point of this guide is not to “get through the questions” (there’s no quiz at the end!) 
but to pursue Jesus and grow spiritually. 

Icebreaker (Optional) 
What is one of the best birthday gi!s you ever gave? 

Discussion 

Open to Luke 19 

You are about to read a story from the Scriptures that has become famous 

through a children’s Sunday School song. As you read it, don’t misunderstand who 

the “wee li"le man” was in his day. Rather, read with the understanding that 

Jewish tax collectors were hated for a couple of reasons: #1) They were viewed as 

traitors - Jews helping the hated Roman Empire, #2) They were viewed as corrupt - 

Jews who took more than they were supposed to, fleecing their Jewish brothers in 

the process. 

Read Luke 19:1-10 (Feel free to split among two or three readers) 

1. Observation: Take a moment to recap the story. What stands out? What 

causes you to pause? What questions do you have? 

 

2. Interpretation: 

a) Why did Zacchaeus climb the tree? 

 

b) Why did Zacchaeus hurry down the tree? 

 

c) Why did the people of Jericho grumble in verse 7? 

 

d) What was Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus coming to his home? Why do you 

believe he responded this way? 

 

Going Deeper (Optional) 
3. For what was Jericho (the location of today’s story) famous? (See Joshua 6, 

particularly verse 20) How do we see “walls” fall in Luke 19:1-10? 

 

Making it Personal 
4. How are you like pre-Jesus Zacchaeus? What might you do to be more like 

post-Jesus Zacchaeus? 

 

 

Memory Verse 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

Prayer 
As you close in prayer, thank God for His indescribable gi! of salvation through 

Jesus (2 Corinthians 9:15). Then ask Him to help you give of your FIST with 

immense joy.
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