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From Erin BIRD (Lead Pastor)
Hello Riverwood Family!
I’ve often equated the lifecycle of a
church to the lifecycle of a human. After being
“born” in 2014, Riverwood grew this year from a
“toddler” to a “kid” who can run on her own, dress herself, feed
herself, and make some of her own decisions. For example, in
2017:
• Riverwood became financially self-sustaining.
• We started a Temporary Leadership Team to help Jeff &
me (Riverwood’s current elders) wrestle with the big
decisions, as well as move us toward a full elder team.
• We saw significant spiritual growth in a number of people.
• Two individuals went public with their faith in Jesus
through baptism.
• We saw another Growth Group start with fantastic new
leadership.
• We saw the launch of a Middle School group for
students in Grades 5-8.

• And we’ve continued to see a steady
numerical increase in our Sunday
Worship Gatherings and Kids Creek.

THIS YEAR’S REPORT
My regular prayer for the Riverwood family
is that we would grow spiritually and
numerically (and I always pray it in that order).
And as we saw in 2017, God is answering that
prayer!
Because of the growth we’ve been seeing,
this year’s Annual Report has a theme of
“Grow.” May you be encouraged as you read
and see the ways in which God is growing our
young church that has a mission to
invite the spiritually
disconnected to find and
follow Jesus. So glad you
are part of Riverwood!

Gathering Numbers

From Jeff Willis (Worship Pastor)

God brought numerical growth this
past year to Riverwood. Here are the

Looking back:
It is exciting to look back and see the progress

weekly Sunday attendance averages
since our beginning.

we made in 2017 in the worship and tech areas of
Riverwood. Some of the highlights have been adding

Worship Gatherings
2014 - 25
2015 - 22

additional team members to various service areas as
part of our Worship Gatherings. We have added additional band

2016 - 31

members, tech team members, ushers and greeters. It has been

2017 - 51

particularly awesome to see some of our teens jump in on the Tech team

Kids Creek
2014 - 16
2015 - 16

and help with set-up and tear-down.
We also upgraded our sound system and added wireless mics and
some stage lights.

2016 - 22

2017 - 24
Totals
2014 - 41
2015 - 38
2016 - 53

2017 - 75

Looking ahead:
We were so blessed to be in the WAVP for 2017. Moving into another
new location for 2018 (while it has its challenges) is also very exciting.
We will continue to look at expanding our worship and tech
ministries. I hope to continue to add additional band members, vocalists,
and even provide opportunity for others to lead in worship. I truly believe
God brings us the people and gifts we need. I want to do my best to
utilize those gifts to serve the church joyfully, in a way that builds others
up and shines our light into the community.
But we must remember that even if we have the greatest equipment,
lights, and location, everything we do must first be about Jesus. We

DID YOU KNOW IN 2017…

don't need "things" to bring Him our hearts in worship. Whatever we

…we sang 113 different songs on

might have is simply a resource to be used to create an environment that

Sunday mornings?

helps people to meet with the Creator. Let's continue to press on

…Riverwood’s largest Sunday
attendance ever was 102 on
December 3?
…33 first-time guests filled out
Connection Cards…

together, regardless of location or “stuff," and go deeper in our personal
worship of God. As we continue to put the focus on Jesus,
He will provide all we need, even more than we could
ever ask or imagine! (Ephesians 3:20)

As always, it is truly an honor to serve as your

…which means $165 was donated

Worship Pastor. Thank you to each and

to Compassion International on

everyone of you who contributes to making

behalf of those first-time guests!

Riverwood an exciting place to be.

OVERFLOW (Middle School)
Submitted by Cory Badura
Overflow is Riverwood’s new
middle school (Grades 5-8) ministry
that meets every Wednesday. A typical
night sees about 10 boys and girls engage
in fun activities, Bible study, and discussion designed to

KIDS CREEK
ELEMENTARY
Submitted by Bridget Pavelec
In 2017, our Kids Creek ministry
has grown in many ways, not only in the
number of kids we are seeing each week, but by the
lives being changed.

grow the kids relationships with each other and their

We continued the year with The Gospel Story

Creator. The main portion of our time is spent in a Bible

curriculum. During our time, we have heard many of

study called What's Up – a gospel-centered study designed

the Old Testament stories and how they point to

to saturate the students in God's Word and disciple them

Jesus and God’s plan of redemption.

into Jesus-followers.
The four leaders (myself, my wife, Cheryl, Heath Seeger,

Each week, we are seeing spiritual seeds being
planted in the kids and their faith deepening. We

& Maegan Bird) have been very excited by the way God has

are seeing the lessons click and the eyes of children

been moving in the kids. On a weekly basis, we hear loud,

light up as they experience God’s love.

boisterous laughter and contemplative silence as they think

We are so grateful for the team members that

about the Scripture. In a one study involving “report cards,”

make Kids Creek possible – from room set-up, lead

several students remarked how "unfair" it is that Jesus gave

teachers, assistants, and anyone who has taken time

them His righteousness when paying for their sins on the

to nurture the kids that come into our room. We

cross. They started to grasp the weight of their sin and
the joy of His righteousness. It's been a tremendous

are excited to continue teaching the kids
about the gospel of Christ in 2018.

blessing to be a part of Overflow!

NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
Submitted by LeAnn Bird

Grow INDICATORS
Here are few signs of spiritual growth in 2017:
• Growth Groups multiplied from 2 to 3.
• 33 adults were involved in our Groups.
• Luke & Jeni Anderson, along with Tim & Sara
Corcoran, have provided great leadership to the
newest Group, which has five young couples (and
lots of kids!).
• We had two individuals go public with their faith in
Jesus by being baptized.

Our church family is growing, and not
just from families that are new to faith or
new to the area. We added 4 babies to our
Riverwood family this year!
I am so thankful for our dedicated and loving
volunteers who so selflessly serve Riverwood
families and kids each week. They show the love of
Jesus in our Nursery/Preschool and create a
welcoming environment for guest families.
We hope to see God actualize our desire to have

• We purchased another case of Bibles for the Give &
Grow table.

our combined nursery/preschool

• And as mentioned above, we saw Overflow begin!

classrooms in 2018.

“birth” into two separate

Financial Report

Assets

Submitted by LeAnn Bird

(as of Dec 31, 2017)

As with any organization, it takes money to fuel the

General Fund

mission. Last year, we asked outside donors if they would be

$76,713.99

willing to contribute for one more year to the mission and vision

Worship Pastor Fund

of Riverwood as we continued to grow from “toddlerhood" to

$6,683.30

“childhood.” We are thrilled to announce that at the end of 2017,

New Campaign Fund

Riverwood is financially self-sustaining!

$7,448.82

As you can see in the charts below, by God’s provision, our internal offering of nearly
$120,000 was more than our 2017 expenses! The additional outside contributions of

Impact Fund

over $40,000 allowed us to save 10% of total contributions and put 5% into the Building

$5,253.00

Fund. Additionally, we have a surplus as we move forward, so our Temporary

Building Fund

Leadership Team will be deciding whether to invest more in staff salaries, facilities, or

$13,667.00

both!
General Savings Fund

For 2018, the Worship Pastor Fund is being rolled into the General Fund. We plan

$27,434.00

for Jeff’s part-time salary to come partially from the reserves, partially from a few
continued outside supporters, and partially from the 2018 budget.

Total
$137,200.11

We are so grateful to see the way God grew our church family in their faithful
giving and generosity in 2017 which gave us an abundance!

Income

Outside Contributions
$41,588.51

Expenses
Give
Grow 7%
Gather2%

Admin
8%

9.7%

Offering
$119,698.09
Staff
73%

TOTAL: $161,286.60

TOTAL: $114,797.63*

IN 2017, RIVERWOOD GAVE…
• Approx. $600 to Compassion Int’l in honor of 1st time guests, moms, & our birthday
• Almost $2,000 to the Waverly Benevolence Fund (from our Christmas Impact Offering)
• $3,590 (3% of offering) to The RiverTree Project (learn more at TheRiverTreeProject.org)
• $2,347 (2% of offering) to Converge North Central Church Planting
• Over 250 hours to the monthly Waverly Food Bank

*does not include savings
and building fund

Giving Per Person
2014 - $21.89
2015 - $22.73
2016 - $24.28

2017 - $30.56

