2015 Annual Report
is to invite

The purpose of

the spiritually disconnected
to find and follow Jesus.

From Erin

An Organized Path

Charles Dickens famously started his book

Riverwood’s “pathway” to help people find and follow Jesus is

A Tale of Two Cities with the words, “It was

“Gather, Grow, Give, Go.”

the best of times, it was the worst of
times.”

We organize our budget around these four “steps.” We talk about
them regularly on Sundays. We even have them on banners in our

2015 was the first full year of “operation”

Worship Gathering space.

for Riverwood. There were some incredible
highs and frustrating lows.

So it only makes sense to organize our first-ever Annual Report
around these four “depths” and also share some helpful numbers.

And yet, as I reflect back, I see God’s hand
all over our church family and our year.

If you have any questions about this report, please email

This has me incredibly excited for 2016!

riverwood@weareriverwood.org, and we’ll be glad to answer your
questions.

So feel free to read and reflect, but most
of all, pray for the upcoming ministry God
will bring our way, giving us glimpses of
His power through our “best times” and
evidences of His grace through our “worst
times.”

-Erin

1st Birthday

Gatherings

Civic Center

Without a doubt - we have some very humble beginnings. As we move into 2016, we are
starting to see some numerical growth. But far more importantly, we are seeing spiritual
growth. Here are the weekly attendance and giving averages for the past two years:

2014

2015

Worship Gatherings

25

Worship Gatherings

22

Kids Creek

16

Kids Creek

16

TOTAL

41

TOTAL

38

Giving per person

$21.89

Bible Reading Plans
can always be found at

Giving per person

$22.73

Growth
Our primary vehicle for spiritual growth is our Growth Groups. In

www.WeAreRiverwood.org/
Resources/Freebies

1

2015 we had one Growth Group, co-led by Joel Sage and Erin
Bird, that met weekly, ranging from 4 to 10 people, equating to

Weekly
Growth Group

approximately 25% of our church family in Growth Groups.
as well as in the YouVersion
Bible app, available for
iPhone and Android.

Individually, many people are reading the Bible regularly, some for
the first time ever.

A Jesus-follower is a person who loves like Jesus loved,
lives like Jesus lived, and leaves behind what Jesus left behind.

Giving Your “FIST”
At Riverwood, we talk about giving our FIST - our Finances, Influence, Skills, and
Time in order to be a blessing. Here is how the Riverwood family gave in 2015…
One of the ways we give as a church

The Riverwood family is also

family is through FirstServe. Our

becoming a church of generosity. We

primary FirstServe activity in 2015 was

gave to several projects throughout

the monthly Food Bank. Here is how

the year. Our biggest gifts were:

many hours the amazing people of
Riverwood gave in 2015.
More than

An estimated

165 1,938

Hours Given to
the Food Bank

Hours Served on
Sunday Mornings

Over

$1,775
Given to
Compassion Int’l
on our 1st Birthday

Over

4

Overflowing tubs of
toys given to the
Holiday Shoppe

Food Bank

Church is the redeemed people of God living on mission together under
the headship of Jesus to live out the implications of the Gospel.

Finances
As with any organization, it takes money to fuel the mission. Thankfully, Riverwood is in financial health due to the
generosity of “outside contributors” (friends of Riverwood who believe in its mission, but are not part of the Riverwood
family, including 2 other churches.) Here is what was donated and expended in 2015 to help us move forward as a church.

Income

Expenses

Grow
2%

Administration
11%
Give
6%

Gather
24.23%

Offering
$43,749.84

Outside Contributions
$51,926.76
Staff
57%

TOTAL: $95,676.60

TOTAL: $81,920.79

Just go to www.WeAreRiverwood.org
and click on ONLINE GIVING in the
top right corner of the website!

Did you know you
can give online?
Assets

Where Does riverwood Give?

To prepare for the future, as well as care for

The 6% Giving you see above includes our one-time gift to

the present, we have established several

Compassion International from our 1st Birthday, FirstServe costs,

funds. Here is what was on hand Dec 31, 2015.

graduate gifts, and more. But it also includes giving for future
church planting. We currently give 3% of our offerings to The

General Fund

$11,765.46

Worship Pastor Fund

$41,100.00

Vehicle Fund

$1,359.80

Building Fund

$1,800.00

Savings Fund

$4,500.00

TOTAL

$60,525.26

RiverTree Project (learn more at www.TheRiverTreeProject.org)
and 2% to Converge North Central Church Planting.

NORTH CENTRAL

The Gospel is the ongoing story of God redeeming broken & imperfect people & restoring them
into the complete & perfect image of Christ through the life, death, & resurrection of Jesus.

Worship Leaders
In 2015, we had 15 different guest worship
leaders lead us in worship through song on
Sunday mornings. But one of those “guest”
leaders was Jeff Willis, who will be joining

15

Willis Family

Different Guest
Worship Leaders

us as our Worship Pastor in 2016!

The Most Important thing
While all of the numbers in this Annual Report are good and helpful, they are
worthless if we aren't accomplishing our mission. Our purpose is to invite
the spiritually disconnected to find and follow Jesus. If we had 500 people
in our Worship Gatherings, but weren’t seeing anyone find Jesus, nor truly
follow Him, then we would have failed. Gathering a crowd is not the goal helping people find and follow Jesus is.
Thankfully, God is working! Here is some of what we saw Him do in the lives
of the people of Riverwood in 2015.

Drawn by Karis Bird in 2013

Membership
We held our first-ever Membership
Weekend in March of 2015.

6

Members joined
Riverwood

5 MINUTE TRICK-OR-TREAT PARTY

Finding Jesus

Following Jesus

Many churches count the number

In Ezekiel 47:1-12 (our key passage

of people who mark on a card

as a church family), we see the

they are making a “decision” to

depths of the river get deeper and

follow Jesus. But at Riverwood,

deeper. For Riverwood, this is

we aren’t just about “decisions.”

what it means to follow Jesus - to

We want to see people still

go deeper in a relationship with

following Jesus weeks, months,

Christ.

and years later.
This past year, we know of several
In 2015, we know of at least one

people who began studying

individual who came to an

Scripture for the first time, some

understanding of the gospel and

people got involved in a Growth

is following Jesus wholeheartedly

Group or Fight Club for the first

many months later. And that is

time ever, and some began to

worth celebrating!

serve others through Riverwood.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21

