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6th Sunday of Easter ~ May 10, 2026

Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in Potsdam United Methodist Church
Large print bulletins and listening assistive devices are available, *Please stand, whether in body or in spirit

At Potsdam UMC, all persons are welcome and celebrated regardless of gender,
culture, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity, economic
circumstance, age, physical and mental ability, marital status or family structure.

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
ANNOUNCEMENTS / SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRELUDE Love at Home ~ music by J.H. McNaughton, arr. by Sally DeFord
As we listen to the prelude, take time for quiet contemplation and prayer
Introit We Are the Body of Christ [TFWS 2227]

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: No matter the bends and curves in our path, Jesus does not leave us
alone on this journey of faith.

P: God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.

L: The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the

truth, and the life of Jesus.

God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.

The Spirit draws us into God’s story, showing us how to cooperate in

writing God’s dream into reality.

God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.

God’s story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of love and

abundant life.

We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires,

guides, and helps us join in God’s story, until God’s kingdom

comes on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

15t READING The Acts of the Apostles 17:22-31

OPENING PRAYER

God of all time and space, you initiated the relationship of love and
generosity with creation at a time before and beyond all knowing.
Through the Word and the Spirit, you continue in eternal love for all
beings. Fill us with a deep and abiding awareness of your presence,
your call, and your grace in our lives and in our world. Shape us into
the people you have made us to be — poured out in creative mercy for
the sake of Jesus Christ in all creation. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
P: Friends, hear the good news: Jesus came not to condemn us, but to
love us and save us and show us the way. Know that we are forgiven

and be at peace.
All: Alleluia! Amen.
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*HYMN | Sing the Almighty Power of God UMH # 152
WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

READING FROM THE PSALMS Psalm 17:1-7, 15 UMH # 749

THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH SONG...

CHOIR ANTHEM A Mother's Silent Prayer ~ hy Sally DeFord

... AND THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH WORD!

READING FROM THE GOSPEL John 14:15-21

HYMN Spirit of the Living God UMH # 393

THE MESSAGE | Won't Leave You Guest Preacher Rev. Carl Chamberlain
WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

*HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling UMH 384

THE PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH #270)
Responding to God’s invitation, in joy, we offer our gifts
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC 0 Give Me Back My Prophet ~ music by George Careless,
arr. By Laurel Hunt Pedersen

*THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (John 10:1-10)

Abiding Spirit of Love, you have not left us orphaned. Even in our
uncertainty, you draw near, whispering truth, stirring memory,
teaching us to live as those who know we are loved.

As Jesus offered himself in love and obedience, so we offer
these gifts today - not out of obligation, but as signs of our love and
trust. Take them, bless them, use them - to remind the world that
Christ’s story abides in us. May your Spirit strengthen us to live what
we give and give what we believe.

In the name of the one who promised never to leave us. Amen.

GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds, UMH # 557, vs #1

*THE BENEDICTION

Go now to love and serve God in the blessing of the Spirit who
journeys with you as we live the unfolding story of God’s dream for
creation here and now. Amen

POSTLUDE  Come, Follow Me ~ music hy Samuel McBurney arr. by Sally DeFord
Go forward, to live the church, in ministry to all the world!




THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
My mother always used to say, the older you get, the better you get.
Unless you 're a banana.
- Betty White

LOVE. GO.SERVE.

MEETINGS, EVENTS, AND SPECIAL SERVICES

‘&p + The Good Cup: Enjoy conversation and a “cuppa” with Pastor Heidi & Pastor Carl,

ALL I NEED Wednesdays at noon at Jernabi Coffee House.
TINAY + Coffee & Jesus: will continue Mid-May with a study based on The Chosen.
o Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Watch for details.

e Pastor Heidi will be away May 2nd - May 12th. Rev. Carl Chamberlain will fill the pulpit and provide
pastoral care while she is away.

e Church Council Meeting: Monday, May 18th at 10:30am, in the carpeted room downstairs.

e Super Church Sunday School: May 24th.

e Cheery’Os: will meet on Tuesday, May 26th at 11:30. We will meet downstairs. Bring your lunch if you
choose, cookies and beverages will be provided.

Resources used with permission:

Cover photo: David Orr

Call to Worship: Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries

Opening Prayer: Ministry Matters for May 10, 2026

Lutheran Julia and posted on RevGalBlogPals.

Prayer of the Day - Interfaith Prayer - Festival of the Family - May 12-14, 2000
Offertory prayer: John 14:1-14

Assurance of Forgiveness: Beth Merrill Neil

Benediction: Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries

Worship Participants
Microphone: Norm Gardner Acolytes: Jordyn Fish, Ben Fish
Counters Readers
May 10: Carrie Livernois, Christa Carroll May 10: Christa Carroll
May 17: Tom Ortmeyer, Debby Nikkari May 17: Tom Ortmeyer
May 24: Robin Howard, Carrie Livernois May 24: Christa Carroll
May 31: Debby Nikkari, Robin Howard May 31: Kathy Demo
Greeters/Ushers Fellowship Time Hosts
May 10: Carrie Livernois June 7: Sue and John Loope
May 17: Kathy Demo July 5: Ashley Fish and Family
May 24: Norm Gardner Aug. 2: Carrie Livernois
May 31: Carrie Livernois Sept. 6: Robin Howard & Judy Haer
Oct. 4. Sue and John Loope




