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Easter Sunday ~ April 5, 2026

Celebrating the Gift of Christ’s Resurrection in Potsdam United Methodist Church
Large print bulletins and listening assistive devices are available, *Please stand, whether in body or in spirit

At Potsdam UMC, all persons are welcome and celebrated regardless of gender,
culture, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender identity, economic
circumstance, age, physical and mental ability, marital status or family structure.

WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRELUDE All Creatures of Our God and King ~ by Ralph Vaughan Williams,

arr. by Terri Hutchings

As we listen to the prelude, take time for quiet contemplation and prayer

INTROIT Walk With Me ~ [TEWS #2243 VS 1&4]
*CALL TO WORSHIP
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Christ is risen!

We walked the valleys and saw the people crying in need. Jesus
reached out to them. He did not criticize or diminish their needs.
He touched their lives and they were never the same.

The love that flowed through him to them was God’s healing love.
Christ is risen!

We sat at table in the Upper Room as Jesus told of his death and
we wanted to discount his words. How could he die? We did not
want to believe it. It was easier to proclaim with bravado our faith
than to listen to his words.

Christ is risen!

We waited in the Garden of Sorrows while he prayed and
watched in horror as he was betrayed with a kiss. We followed at
a distance and denied, with Peter, ever knowing who he was. We
were in the crowd that clamored for Barabbas’ release and turned
our backs as Pilate washed his hands of the crime.

Christ is risen!

We followed him to the hill and cringed as they nailed him to the
Cross. We heard his words of forgiveness and love from the
cross and felt the ground tremble as the sky darkened and he
gave up his life, into his father’s hands.

Christ is risen!

We ran from the empty tomb today, with the incredible news that
He is Risen! He was not captured by death, but is risen from the
dead, just as he said he would be. We come with the joy in our
hearts to this day. As the flowers in our worship area burst with
color, so we burst with the absolute joyous news:

All: CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! AMEN



*HYMN Christ the Lord Has Risen Today UMH #302, vs 1-4

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

L: Come into the light of God’s love! Christ is risen! Death has been
swallowed up in victory! Know beyond all doubt that God’s love is
always with you, surrounding you, leading you, comforting you. Be at

Peace! AMEN

THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH SONG...
CHOIR ANTHEM Lift Up Your Heads ~ Written by Ira B. Williams
... AND THERE IS A TIME TO PRAISE GOD WITH WORD!

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Acts 10:34-43
*HYMN He is Lord UMH #177

READING FROM THE GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10
THE MESSAGE Especially Rev. Heidi Chamberlain

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

*HYMN The Day of Resurrection UMH #303

THE PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (UMH #270)
Responding to God’s invitation, in joy, we offer our gifts
OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY MUSIC O Thou Kind and Gracious Father ~ by George Careless,
arr.Laurel Hunt Pederse
*THE DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Matthew 28:1-10)
All: God of New Beginnings, you roll away more than stones.
You roll away despair and doubt, fear and failure.
On this Resurrection morning, we offer our gifts in gratitude for the new life
we have found in Christ.
Let these offerings be signs of our commitment to live differently -
eyes open, hearts awakened, hands ready to serve.
May what we give today help announce to the world that hope is alive,
love has triumphed, and joy cannot be contained.

Use us and what we offer to keep telling the story: Christ is risen, indeed!
AMEN

A SERVICE OF WORD & TABLE: THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR EASTER [Insert]
COMMUNION HYMN [I Come With Joy ~ UMH # 617]



GOD SENDS US INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN He Lives UMH #310

*THE BENEDICTION
L: Go now in the blessing of God,
who meets death with life,
hatred with love,
and hopeless endings with abundant possibilities,
to build a community of life, love, and flourishing as Easter people,
followers of the Risen Christ! AMEN!

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, September 2025.
POSTLUDE He is Risen! ~ by Joachim Neander, arr. by Amy J. van Dyk
Go forward, to live the church, in ministry to all the world!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
And he departed from our sight that we might return to our heart,

and there find Him. For He departed, and behold, He is here.
-St. Augustine
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Worship & Prayer resources for this week:
Used by permission — excerpted from MinistryMatters.com ©2011, 2017, 2020 & 2026

MEETINGS, EVENTS, AND SPECIAL SERVICES

& +The Good Cup: Enjoy conversation and a “cuppa” with Pastor Heidi & Pastor Carl,
Wednesdays at noon at Jernabi Coffee House.

Topny + Coffee & Jesus: will continue after Easter with a study based on The Chosen.
COFFEE Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Watch for details.
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e Easter Sunday: Today, April 5th. He is risen!
e Acapella North Chorus Rehearsal: Tuesday, April 7th, 5-9pm, Fellowship Hall.
e Potsdam Holiday Fund Meeting: Tuesday April 7th, 5-7pm, carpeted room downstairs.
e Festival of Sacred Music and Text: Sunday, April 19th, 3pm at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
e Super Church Sunday School: April 19th and May 3rd.
e The Gathering Plate - Pot Luck: April 26th following our worship service. More details in the Weekly News.
Worship Participants
Microphone: Norm Gardner Acolytes: Jordyn Fish, Ben Fish
Counters Readers
April 5: Debby Nikkari, Tom Ortmeyer April 5: Tom Ortmeyer
April 12: Robin Howard, Debby Nikkari April 12: Christa Carroll
April 19: Christa Carroll, Carrie Livernois April 19: Kathy Demo
April 26: Carrie Livernois, Robin Howard April 26: Nancy Matthews
Greeters/Ushers Fellowship Time Hosts
April 5: Nancy Matthews April 5: Robin Howard & Judy Haer
April 12: Kathy Demo May 3: Carol Willmert
April 19: Norm Gardner June 7: Sue and John Loope
April 26: Carrie Livernois




